Wide 


a>» 


CORNELL @ 
UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY | 


: 


y 
| 
NY. 4 
‘ 
/ 3 \ 
| 
4 | | 
| 


Wide 


a>» 


CORNELL @ 
UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY | 


: 


y 
| 
NY. 4 
‘ 
/ 3 \ 
| 
4 | | 
| 


>. 
. ‘ 
| 
AL. 
r 
r4 
4 } 4 
, 
? 
| 


4 
PR: 
4 4 
d 
‘ 
‘4 
“ef 
> 
fw 
oye ‘ - 
x 
“a 
= 
~ at 
% 
’ \ 
¢ 


o= 
f 
> 
* 
vr 
& 


* 
~ 


= 
> 
* 


| 
> 
j 
> -- > 
| 
x 
| 
\ 


= 


TH O. TOMKYN Ss 

R. Re. in Chrifto Patri ac Domi- 

GILBERTO Divina 

Ex AdibusLam- —Providentia Archiepifcopo Gantu- 
avienfi a Sacrts Demefticn. 


‘ 
, 
| 1¢, x3 ; 
: 
7, 
' 
ad 
4. 
ex 
on 


~ 


TREATISE 


PROVING 


Spirits, WVitches, 


AND 


Supernatural Operations, 
BY 


PREGNANT INSTANCES 
AND 


with other 


— of Note. 


LONDON, 


Pigeons in 


Printed for Brabason Aylmer, at the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
UN 
f 
IVED 
«< 
- — 
| 


READER 


Hriflian Reader, ( what ever 
shou art otherwife, shou art not 4 
true Chriflian, or fo good, as thou 
(houldeft be, if thou doeft not ac- 
count that of aChriltian, thy beft 
title ) though it doth concern thee, no fi urther, per- 
chance, than I fball tell thee by and by.; yet it doth 
me very much, in thankfulnef to God, and to ace 
quit my felf of wilful negligence in fome particulars 
of this enfuing Treatife, to acquaint thee with the 
eccafion, and in what condition | was, when 
wroteit, I will not go back fo far, as to tell thee, 
what I have fuffered, fince I have been in the 
world, by fickneffes, and fome other accidents, the 


| TO THE 


To the Reader. 


relation whereof though very true, yet I am (ure 
would be incredible 
a time for that, hpdlaw 
fice to tell thee, that about three years ago and 
fomewhat better, in London. | wa; feized 


upon with a cold, fbortnefs of breath, which 
was fo troublefome, that I ey t0 an intimate 
friend, and Bhy fician, for. help, who 
made no _ but in few days he would cure 
me, and to that end, prefcribed fome thi ngs. 
But before many ‘days ‘were over, himfelf ended 
bit life; in whofe dearh, ord learning ( anci- 
ent, bad agreat Yofs. But the com- 
fore which can-witnefs, he died a Chriftian. 
Mfterbim, the caufe cominuing, 1 had re- 
cour another, of the fame profefsioa, whom 
though ‘Iknew mor before, yet 1 found bim very 
friendly, and fo far asl could judge, very rational 

his ‘prifcriptins. But fuch 
help, the difeafeinereafing, rather than abating ; 
lift, vefilved, with Gods help, fr Canter- 
biiry again, which I d 
never fee more. \Where, for or nine 
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To the Reader. 


at laft, that difeafe ended in fome nephritical fits, 
which I did not expect to out-live. Butl dia; 
til] April 1666. whenl was frefbly affaulted 
with new fits, which, more remifly, or foarply; 
continued fome moneths , till at laft, divers otber 
evil fymptomes concurring, 1 loft fleep ; and fo loft 
it, that for the {pace of four moneths, and up- 
wards, Imay truly, to the beft of my knowledge, 
fay, I had not one hour of natural fleep, but fuch 
as was, by the advice of my Phyficians, procu- 
red by Drugs, the Sirens that are, to that end: 
which fleep, fo procured, left me always in {uch 
abatred, and edie of life, that nothing but 
obligation of confcience could have prevailed with 
me, or any body elfe, I think, in my cafe, to pre- 
ferve life At fo dear a rate. What I was unto 
other 5 know not. | was unto my felf, I am fure, 
a wonder ( nay Tepasy prodigium : 2 
moniter ; our old tran{lation ) that 1 did hold ost 
long. And yet, when 1 did moft defpair of 
life > © rather, comfort ‘my felf, that the inne 
of my deliverance yeas now furely come; foit plea- 
fed God, recover fleep, and.not long af- 
ter, amended to fuch a degree of chearfulael 
A 4 th 
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bat. for ma “Tothe Reader, 
Wat for-many weeks dfier, 1 did ever 
finding the continuance of my chearfulne{s thou 
Reader, if be donot think me worfe than q 
Heathen, or Infidel. will eafily believe, 
( fo much of as ‘Was yet to come ) fo 

Sir ely pr olonged, to do Him fome fervice, whom 
1 looked upon, as Author.  Firft, 1 re. 
flved{ my immediate: profefion ) 10 preach, 
often could, forthe firfitime, ( be- 
jng an Batter-day, a “very day, after 


1 thouglr, as to bodily ftrength, 
off well enough. But when] attempted 


afecond time, though sill the Evening before, | 
“phoughe my felfin'very wood cafe yet I found my 
af wadenly fo difabled, and brought fo low again, 
continued for that fince that 


* fill continuing, I began t 


hank 


this, chearfulnefs, and vigour of fpirits 


To'the Reader, 
think Gog for it, Thave had comfort. at home, and 
aoroads.-as much, dad nore than l did ever pro- 
felf. 1 aia pitch upon a fubjett, whith 
I did think moft. convenient for me, as having more 
immediate relatiom to devotion, and ‘ot unfeafon- 
able, in thefe ungodly times.. It vas mot long, 
before I had all my materials, out of feveral pa- 
pers, and Note-bdoks ; together and ready, 
when thought put them into 4 form, by 
coherence of matter ile; \ foun 
other bufinefs in this world, and to, no other end 

God had prolonged my life, than by continued -ear- 
repentance greater work, doubt, thaw 
‘many imagine ) to fit my felf for a better. How 
have acquitted my felf, mufl ‘leave to. God | 
‘Bur time pafang, after moneth, and I fi 
continuing in-as’ good vigour of I th 
as when at the beft it troubled 
fhould live profitable unto ee 
“fa ject, once before thought upon, but 
e for otten, Came intom nd 
“Mol be fo bold, without beer 
| Almighy, to fay, that he p with 
put it imto my bead, 


> 


othe Reader: 


either before, when i 
when Iremembred it 
fince I have been a writer, I 
any fubjeél, ( for the time that was bowed 
On it ) with more expedition and alacri 
bath been my cafe, ev ‘alge 
Geen my Caje, ever fince I came out of tha ¥ 
languifbing extremity, which affected my Spirits 
moft ; that my body hath tontinued very weak 
ever fince; fo that it is but fome part of the d | 
when at beft, 1 
fl, that Ican comerfe with books {el- 
dom {fo well, that 1 can walk, or fland upon my 
legs: and when once fet in my Study to write, 
orto meditate it is irk{ome to me, to rife upor 
any occafion ; and therefore 1 avoid it, without 
there be fome great necefity much more tediowr 
and irk{ome, and not without danger, to reach 
books , which Icannot reach ( a great part of my 
books ) without climbing , nor + find, very 
readily, though range and ordered with care; 
when 1 feek them. This is the caufe, that my 
quotations are not always fo full, fo punttual, 


gs otherwife, they might have been. But fw 
buf 


the truth of them, which 1 think is:the main 
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Tothe Reader. 


ny things out of my private Papers, and \Note- 
books, or Adverfaria, which for the reafons be- 
fore alledged, 1 could not now revife in the Au- 
thors themfelves, out of which 1 had them: yet 
out af the originals I had them! am fure, and not 
aut of other mens. quotations which I never trufled 
fofar, as to enter them without examination. If, 
for want of the Originals, \ have taken any thin 
rruft, 1 have acquainted the Reader, 
0 difcharged my felf. So far, 1 cam under- 
take - but that in perufing the Original Authors, 
either formerly, or. now again, 1 have miflaken iu 
none, this 1 dare not undertake, who confefs 
ihat inthe reading of one paffage, fometimes 
ortwice made no queflion of th 
e fenfe ; 

yet in athird reading, I have found ( fomeri 
I fay Mor of ten, erch 
ance ) that 1 wasin 

anerrar, And if might advife, 1 would 
take upon him the name of Scholar, 
that will truft any quotations, i 
Origa may go 40 the 
if he Can 


under fiand the Authors in their 
| own tongue : which 
pratlifed, good books would be in morere- 


That 


| 
5 
, 


then, indeed, | 


Tothe Reader) 

That¥ bad fuch a fubje# in my thouhys 
many Years ago, may appear by Tdi 
write inthe Preface to Doftar Dee's book. and 
: was big with it, had time, and 
opportunity ferved. But after that 1 was once 
fixed upon other things, or cares, occafioned by 
that miraculous revolution of affairs in this King- 
dom, which foon’ after hapned 1 may fincerly 
proteff, that I never thought of it any more, ex- 
cept fome chance brought it into my mind ; but ne- 
ver as thinking | Tol ever meddle with it, fur- 
ther than 1 had done.- Not that 1 ever promifed 
any thing, which I had not then, when promifed, 
fome hopes, I fbould and always fince, 
awi mgne/s to perform ; but becaufe I have been 

always taken up, fo far as my health, and other 
nece[fary.occafions would give me leave, with fome- 


what, that I thought more feafonable or 
handled it. For Credulity, and Incredulity, 


“And fo I shought now of this as have 


in general, being my Theme, which left me 10 & 
Tiberty of chufing fit inftances, where } 
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Tothe Reader. 


| les 

hat upon them \ might but ground fuch rv 
for either, as be proper tomy 
undertaking , 1 have endeavoured to pitch upon 


fuch, as afford fomewhat azainft the crying 


evils of thefe times, contempt of good learn- 
ing, and Atheilm. | 

And whereas \ mention fometimes three Parts, 
as intended . twoonly being bere exhibited : true 
it is, that three were intended, in cafe my health 
had afforded it. But it did not. And indeed, 
I wonder it hath done {o much, the little time confi- 
dered, that hath been beflowed upon it, Tet, is 
not the work imperfect, therefore ; which might 
have been finifbed in the F ir{t, but that, as the 
Second hath afforded more inftances, ( and of 
another kind) than are in the Firlt Part: fo 
might the Third alfo, than in either Firft, or 


— Second, if 1 five to do that alfo. It cannot be 


very foon, 1 am fure, becaufe what {pare time 
have from fickne{s, till this Summer be over, is 


otherwife deflinated. And though am much weaker 


already, than was, when} began; yet while 
live, 1 defpair of nothing, have 


d 
od 


or, ( in mans jindyement cre- 

dibility, Farewel jie ae 

I. June, 1668. 


‘oO the Reader 
4 
} 4 
| erience, what God | 
4 CAN - G0. 
if vata, 
¢ x ‘ 

3 

2 
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ERRATA, with fome Additions, at the end of 
the Book, which they that read the Book, are 


defired to be mindful of. Towhich, let 
this beadded. 


Ase 275. line 16. believe, allowic bura hundred 
P thoufand {pectators, a very {mall proportion for 
Univer(us Populus Rem. which we know hath been cen/ed 
( Citizens, inhabitants of Rome ) at one time, four mil- 
liens, and above: at another time, fix millions, and 
above: could not therefore, I believe, ( yer with fub- 
miffion to better judgments ) inclofe, or cover lefs, 
than fourfcore, ora hundred Acres of ground: a thing, 
neverthelefs, {carce credible, 1 doubt, to belt /ngineers, 
or Architeds, later ages have afforded. However, 
though we may be miftaken, in the calling of particulars ; 

et that P/iny could miftakein his report, or the account 
e doth give us, ofa thing fo publick, and yer of freth 


memory, whenhewrote; no rational man can believe. 
A man would think, this could nor, oc. 
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AND 


In things 
Natural, and Civil. 


The Firft Part. 


A 


MONG other errors of our Life, 
to which that Caligo memtium, 
dar kne{s of ovr under|tanding , by fome 
Ancient wife Heathens, who knew not 
the true caufe, fo much wondred at; 
doth expofe us. there’s fcare® any 
thing, wherein men either more fre- 


yerre, or with more danger, than in wnadvifed 
or unbelicf. 


B | IN 


SAS 

Wavy 

of 

quent! 

belief, 


IN Civ; 
ivil afai 
1S, the dirs a 
regs of belief hath b 
hieve, and COI more y 3 fo obftinar een, and dai 
tna Ing and wasa LATO 
of is common! better a Servant of 
thewin made it s00d Scho 
> as a'se, a y pregna: cargument 01S, 
Sune nd inftanc of on 
nt of via, ( bel. ances th : 
very fi two Orations | elief, the dan 
ry irname CiONS ara unb Per 
the es Chryfoft 1 Dio Chr elief ) is th 
age he lived i ‘yfoftome, d the 
Bu ived in, te{tine whofe 
obfcur Sain; eafie be/; iS Wit, at account 
édthe Hi elief h langua 
fables and fi Hiftory of N. ath contami oc 
to trath hetions : bur with and 
withal faith , doth to Plato, ejudice 
soble fan ature. unto fuch properly 
and the bereav'd it ) and 
the light o ; not. difcernab ation of things its more 
faith) u with bodil Spiritual, 
pon found rea p UPON Divene ily eyes, bu by 
little, is ev alfo. A but 
ture, rerore th omparab! 
man is D perfect know 4 
which true bo ounded belie ‘ part, anim, lib. 1. ca na- 
rated, hath eligion is not a litcl srols /uperftition ps. 
as the ( whether the contrary, right 
of immortali is: ) by which oh bese or palliated 
man, but tagen of piety, all fenfe 
fon, confined t ame unto nothing to 
o things fenfible and its, (fince that rea- 
perithable, is little 


betcer than 
fenfe, and /en/e, in bruits, 1s by many 
eem- 


Of Credul; 
edulity and Increduljt 
Vs 
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Cicero ) Aighe artis fapientia, 


in things NATUR AL. ? 


b: 
ed. and called reafon': ) man may truly be faid, to 
* . 
anorher creature. 
metamorphoted into an | 
LA ST LY, if we appeal unto the 
on the one fide ftands the credit and auchority 0 fs ny 
ages, which commend that of Epicharmus Un ot : 
( Naa x) & bet Ta tranflate y 
non temere crede- 
res thatis, Not ea/ily to truft, (Or, to 
very nerves and finews of wifdom. On the other, 


fatis credere, want of faith, or belief ; (fo Seneca, a wife 


man too, though not fo ancient: ) th: original all 
mife'y: and one of no lefs credit, and antiquity, ( = 
few years abated ) than Epicharmua, hath told Lens ong 
ago, thatamsin, infidelity, Or want of faith, ( his very 
words, recorded by Plutarch , cited by Clemens Alex- 
dvinus cay Selay wore fa ret por ) ist be 
caufe, that Godand bis works are not better known unto 
men. 

WHICH contrariety,not of opinions only, but of events 
alfo, upon which thofe opinions were grounded, and 
which occafioned that contrariety,; makes me think 
fometimes the better of thofe ancient Philofophers, who 
maintained and argued it at large, that nothing could be 
certain unto men , and that peremptorily to conclude of 
anything, as either true, or falfe, was great rafhnefs, 
and ignorance; fince chat of all thofe things controverted 
among men, fome boldly affirming, and others as per- 
emptorily denying ; there was pot any thing for which, 
and againft which probable reafons and arguments 
might not be produced: which might, if not amount to an 
abfolute equilibrium in the ballance, yet indtice a ratio. 
nal man, to fufpend his affent. To make this good, 

ow far they proceeded, there be Books both Greek 
and Latine, yet extant, that will thew: which though 
written by Heathens, by many, both Heathens, and 

2 


Chriftians 
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Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 


have they not wanted f 
fince this is cir b Gnef. = 
cepts 
1S ever they here, and that a 
St. Angeli innature, as by words 
ut as either is abfolute! 
lefs, by reafon dit Suided and Bod, 
not fecure any m Ucretion : which thou hth + 
dition of mortal wifeft that ( fuck is the 
deceived yet m: upon earth ) chat he thal 
, yer may fecure al] never be 
be without comfort, th: that bis error fhall not 
for want of wit and c lat He was not deceived asa f 
& nd confideration : ool, 
that doth which is the comfort 
he th oth propofe unto them, that mif- 
courte. ought very poflible ) 
e, thatthney mifcarr right 
to, Of, fo that 1S, (according 
fill, though n,) and bids us keep that 
N OW becaufe a wile: croffed, by ill fuccefs. 
things Natural, o rounded belief or unbeltef (in 
dart. the as ) are, for the 
experience, which man fo 
attained unto : that fuch as he 
reap the beneft of others obfervati eras cy P Cale, 
ion, is one main ¢ d 
ceca of this pr efent undertaking. And to bi: 
Res paige akes, whichrour title might occafion, and the 
| may the. better be fatisfied, whatto ex et : 
Firft. whereas we fay, in things natural, by Aye I 
dsr only underftand fuch things, which apparently 
round an whereof a probable 
y be givens which is the more ordinary no- 


tion: Butalfo, as by Trallianus, an ancient Phyfician, 
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in things NATURA L. 5 


( not to name others ) by fome very eminent in that art, 
once rome much commended ; the word 1s ufually taken ; 
as when he diftributeth, which he doth in every 


almoft, his remedies and receipts, 
natural ; by met hodscal, underftanding, 
is fuch, of which, or for which a reafon may be given, 
aS he {peaks in one place by wale” 
ral, thofe which are fuppofed to work by fome natural 
efficacy, though the reaton, or true caufe be, a5 yet, 
ceer and unknown, Of which nature, he doth 
make all amulers to.be, which therefore he calleth srs. 
or naturalia, Of this notion of the word xarxral, 
St, Auftin takes notice, in his e/eventh book De Doéfrina 
Chrifiiana, Chap. the 20.48 ordinary in his cays, For 
having fpoken of Ligaturcs, and Charaflers, he doth 
add, qua miticri nimine Phy fica (in fome Fditions, 
ficam, faifly) vocant, on ftitione fed natura 
diffe videantwr. If therefore we fay fomewhat, of fuch 
alfo, we do not extend ihe notion of the word beyord 
its bounds. Foras Trallianus, fo other Phyficians of 
his time, and of our timealfo, as by name, Semnertys, 
do alfo ulethe word: Specifica, and Naturalia, for the 
fame thing: But again, if under the fame title, we {peak 
offome things acted, or effected by /pirits, though the 
authors, or actors themfelves, according to the common 
opinion, ( contradicted by many ancients ) as incorpore- 
al and immaterial eflences, donot fo properly fall with- 
in the cognizance of ordinary nature ; yettheir operati- 
ons upon corporcal eflences being effected, and broushr 
L pafs, ( for the moft part at leait, as boch ancient and 
7 to us unknown. may very 
— termed naturalinthe latitude of the notion be- 
ore explained : though to us unknown, I fay, as who 


\ know yet of nature, in comparifon of what we do not 


Know, 


ble 
ta 
ds, 
ut 
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6 Of Credulity and Incredulity, 


know, but very little, as they, 

added the word fupernatural, we 
) it might have been too general, 
prehended miracles alfo, for which we have amo pe 
per Place, under the title of things Divine. Andi 
word, Diabclical, Or Demoniaca] fince there was no 
need ofir, I was willing to forbear. 

SECON DLY,] defire the Reader to take notice,that 
wher cas fome who have written Mek mista x ( of 
belief and unbelicf ) have chiefly, under that title, in- 
filted upon tra/t, or trufting, between man and man, 
in point of friendthip, and ordinary converfation, in 
contracts and promifes, andthe like; I meddle not at all 
wich it in thisfenfe ; by shines Civil, underftanding on- 
ly relations, or hiftories of things done, or pretended to 
be done by men; to be feen, or known in the world, 
not Ordinary, and to all men, credible. 

AGAIN, Credulity, opposdto Increduliry, may be 
underitood two ways, either as a vertue (for fo the 
word is taken fometimes, by Chriftian writers, efpeci- 
ally; ) or both (redulity ( the molt warrancable and or- 
dinaty fenfe of the word ) and Jxcredulity may be taken 
_ astwo viciousextreams, of what we may call ws, in ge- 
neral, taken for a rational belief, or, belief grounded, 
either upon ordinary grounds of reafon, and probabili- 
ty, which begets, « moral belief; or upon fuch preg- 
nant prefling reafons, as produce a firm affent, anfwer- 
able to cettain knowledge, or {cience, though not {ci- 
ence properly, becaufe nor grounded upon the know. 
ledge of che caufes. In either fenfe, credality taken, will 
fic our purpofe well enough: yet of the two, I rather 
chufe the fecond, that credu/ity may be taken for a vice ; 
that fo, asall, or molt vertues, according to Arifforles 


| lisht grounds, 
dottrine, ( though by fome, upon very light 
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an things NATURAL. 


is mois, OF 
asTconceive, much oppofed ) we may place this 
‘ddie of rwo vicious extremities. 


of very well ftated by 
dail ‘1 more than one place, and upon feveral occa- 
Y, whereas my title promifeth the 
ration of both equally, Creaaliy, and /rer dulity; an 

moft of mV examples will befound ot Increanhiy, or {uch 
as tend tothe reproof and confutation of it, 1 may be 
thovghe to have dealc partially, as though I favoured, 
or lefs blamed (redulity, than the contrary vice. But 
chat doth noc follow, neither had I any fuch re{pect, in 
the chufing of my examples, Neither indeed is it ablo- 
lurely determinable, which of the two, Credu/ity, or 
Incredulty, is moft dangerous, or blamable; butas che 
particular obje@ of either is, fo may the one be more or 
lefsthanthe other. But Imuft confefs, the bufinefs of 
increcyliry did more run in my head at this time, becaufe 
of the times fo fet upon Athe'/m, which of all kind of 
incred: lity, is the moft horrible, and damnable, and 
mot unworthy of a rational man. Now one prime 
foundation of Arhe./m, as by many ancient, and late, is 
ob’erved, being the not believing the exiftence of {piri- 
tual eflences, whether good, or bad. feparate, or uni- 
ted ; fubordinate to God, as to the fupream, and ori- 
ginal Caufe of all. and by confequent, the denying of 
fupernatural operations; Ihave, I confels, applied my 
felf, by my examples, which in this cafe do more than 
any reatoning ; and (the authority of the holy Scrip- 
tures laid afide ) are almoft the only convincing proof ; 
to the confutation of fuch incredulity: in this firft part, 
However, unadvifed credul ty and increduli- 
ollow, that what tends to the illu. 
: » OF cOniutation of the one, doth in fome fort 
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Of Gredubity and Incredulity, 


equally belong unto the other. 

other the obfervations, upon ‘he 
_— them both, which js enough to ui 
NOW becaufe and ; 

perly belong unto fuch things 
as befides the ordinary courle of nature. Sadcherelae 
Wondred at, becawfe rare and or againtt it 
and therefore thought impoflible, or fupernatural ; it 
will not be amifs in the firft place, to confider what thofe 
things are, confidered in their kinds, or generality, 
which ufually caufeadmiration, As 1 go along, 1 may 
meet with fomewhat, that may occafion fome confidera- 
+ al on I have no intention, but co name 
them only. 

MONSTERS are the molt ordinary fubjet of 
their admiration, who are not qualified to admire any 
thingelfe, though it deferve it, much more. How- 
ever, they that have, or fhall readthe Hiftory of Adon- 
frers, written by Baubinus, not to mention others; 
may think the better of many things, which before per- 
chance, they thought incredible. Though he treat ofall 
kind of Monfters, yet Hermapbrodites only, are in his 
Title, as the moft ‘prodigious, or moft confiderable, 
Indeed, many laws have been made abouc them, and 
many cafes propofed, and anfwered, both in the 
and Canonical law, Thave read alfo, of trials, procefles, 
and Judgments again{t, or concerning them, in feveral 
Courts,” beyond che Seas ; and Pliny doth record, that 
in his time, they weré in dcliciw, not for their beauty, 
and good parts, Ifuppofe,’ but ( fuch is the perver fity 
of fome ) for their very montftrofity. And what if after 
allthis, fome men will maintain, chat there be no fuch 


arsument will be, they never 
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Maintain manifef qualsties, they, 
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faw any. Another, there have been feme 
Upon thefe srounds, who feeth nor, how — : ws 
ftory of Nature may fuffer, through the ra 
norance of fome, who affect to be thought wite 
nying what other men believe, the Continwator of 
vus his Hiftory will tell, what pafled in Pars, Anno 
Dom. 1613. about this controverfie, if any defire to 


know. 

AFTER Mini thofe things I reckon, that happen 
by natural /ympatises, and entipathics , ( though thele 
alfo, denied by forne, who mutt adventure upon fome- 
what, that they may be thought fome body ) and again 
thofe things that proceed, from what Phyficians call 
OF ( it is written both ways: ) to 
which /ympathies may be referr’d, but it extends much 
further : and again thofe things that proceed from the 
ftrength of imagination: concerning all which not only 
exampleg and inftances, in molt books of all arguments, 
are obvious; but alfo peculiar books, and tractares, 
made by learned Phyficians and Philofophers, fearching 
into the caufes, (though narmral acknowledged, yer 


hidden, and fecret ) fo far as the wit of man can reach, 


are extant: allthefe, I conceive, to them that fearch 

into the works of nature with diligence, offer themfelves 

frequently, as worthy objects of aumiration, 
ANOTHER great object of admiratien, is that 


which they call occulte qualstates. to which fome ‘ymDa- 
thies and antipathies, as alfo may be refer- 
red ; butis much more general, than either. | hofe oc- 
culte qualitates have been ftiled by fome men who h id 
the ambition to be accounted more profound and ul k 
fighted into the works of nature, than others 4 la ' 
Or, the refuge, or faniluay of Affes . in 
? 
attempts and endeavours of rendring of reafons, to 


Senerally, have ac. 
quitted 


~ 


to 
Of Greduliey 
redulity bad 
U ity, 


ui 
and kr h ancie ations of Ph childith 
nown. d nt and Of Phyficj ly P| 
othe appe. late, aad the 
ing be felves th unh lat they th Pproved 
the old So hic and ludth ngs, if not elervedly 
cy of ilofophy itherto rixm of all remfelves 
revi tomes But wha am fure cculy wile 
es, Ik mni 
Ikn may do ne hilof nipoten- 
al ophy ( 0 
Ith as much rt, I fhall and 
perf ghe neceflar ndor, and Gils I have afha- 
lougat for : ejudi a cal 
miflion, to be I have but [ 
thefe profels ir, yet nd what 
fe, or qualitates, W with fub- 
th cians an lly CO which I G e may add, 
off e he very learn 4° to afcrib nd very 
foch : (00, that ftrange men, 
them, as th ererins by ni ill by no Yet 
in very deed of me, who doth i admit 
confider of true a/ylu all found Phil 
y very {ober oberly, and ophy, 
ground enou en pleaded impartially it @ 
efpecially ( it 1s my o them; he » what is 
y, woen he doth c may find 
der, that A them: 
riffotle hime 


felf was for 
ced, befi 
ides his four Prineipia, or El 
ipia, em 
(belies tat, 


wich he doch fe to a guint 
quinta 

noble caule the H 
caufe, she in as a more 
umane ) by above nature aS the 
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doth apparently Jay a foundation for msracles.. aS m y 

whereas fome conceited foolith men, 
Chriftians, but rea! Atheilts, 
and the like becaufe they would not cem 
fom Ariforle’s doctrine, reer all msraciles to 
caufes. Befides itis well Known that 
doth acknowledge 7» @4, i difeafes. by which thoug 


Gallen, and fome others dm acrem, 


only, yereven fo ten certainly the ar 
rally, or fupernaturally affected, by tome divine, OF 
leftia! caufe, which is the more probuble, becate on 
other places he doth {peak of the Gids, ( according S 
the phrafe of thofe days) very reverently, and doch 
much afcribe to their power, in chofe things that happen 
untomen, - 

BUT to our Caleftes influxus: thotigh they be 
sranted, yet itis very poflible, thac many things may 
be afcribed unto them, which may proceed from other 
caufes, That fome menare lucky ar Cards, beyond all 
imagination, or do feats with them, beyond the limics 
ofany fuppofed activity, or jugling. fuch as learned 
Ragufeivs doth profefsin the prefence of fome others, 
men of great worth and fame, whom he doth name 
( Hieron, Fabritius, ab Asnapendcnte: Hercel-s Saxe- 
nia, Gc. ) to have feen, and admired; I fhould nor, 
though never fo much admired, or incredible. afcribe co 
a Celeftial infiuence, though I find very Sood Author, 
whom I ever look’d upon as a fecond Ariftorle, (the 
age I think, that can be given to 

n, Religion laid afide } in Poinc of foundarnd folid reae 
foning ; even Thomas Aguinas, cited for it, by the & 
learned Author : hell inion. ; 

* WhOle opinion, in that matrer,I much 


fooner embrace, th; | 
with the Devil. at {uch things are done by contra 


And ha 
fo much may bed 


( which 


one inthis kind, by ar 
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Greddulity ond Incvedulity, 


uitted themfelve. 

and weakly, fo childifhly, as by the 
OF Phyficians, and Philofo. 
phers, both ancient and ofo 
and known, doth appeur. molt approved 

ftuck to unhappily, but deferved| 
themeives, their reafonings, if 
and judicious, So hich am for 
cy of Atomes, according to the new hilofophy, ye 
revived Epicurifm ) may do, to fatisfe all ies i 
fcruples, Iknow not, For my part, I fhall not be atha- 
med to acknowledge my weaknels : 1 have looked into 
it, with as much candor, and diligence, as in {ach a cafe 
I Prejuciees that I would 
wade my felf, I could not but {peed, and find what 
I fought for: bucI have nor profes ir, yet with 

miflion, to better judgments. 

TO thele occulta quabitates, we may add, influxus 
calefes, Or cy to which I find very learned men, 
Phyficians and others, to afcribe ftrange effets: Yet 
there be very learned coo, that will by no means admit 
of fuch: as learned Pererius by name, who doth inveigh 
againft them, as the confufion of all found Philofophy, 
and in very deed, the true 4/ylum afinorum. Yet, if a 
man confider of it foberly, and read impartially, what is 
by very fober men pleaded for them; he may find 
ground enough, ( itis my opinion ) to believe them: 
os he doth confider, that Ariforle him- 


efpecially, w | 
felf wasforced, befides his four Prineipia, or Elementa, 
ffentiam, ( befides that, 


to have recourfe to 

which he doth appropriate to the Heavens ) as a more 
noble caule: yea to Ged himfelf, in fome things, as the 
smmmediate caufe, operating above 
ereby Arsfo 

( humane ) by his mecr Omuipotency. W 
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doth apparently lay a foundation for maracles,. as WE MAY 
fhew in due place: whereas fome conceited foolifh men, 
retended Chriftians, butreal Atheifts, aS Pompomatise 
and the like , becanfe they would not feem to cepart 
fom Ariffotle’s doctrine, refer all miracles CO natural 
caufes, Befides itis well Known that Hippocrates alto, 
doth acknowledge 7) @a, in difeafes , by which though 
Gallen, and fome others underftand ambientem acrem 
only, yereven fo, tren certainly the aer eernatu- 
beh or fupernaturally affected, by fome divine, Or ce 
: tah caufe, which is the more probuble, becauie in 
other places he doth fpeak of the Gods, ( ac d 
the phrafe of thofe day 
. days ) very reverently, and doth 
= " eto their power, in chofe things that happen 
BUT to our Caleffes 
granted, yet itis very chee they be 
be afcribed unto them, which may 
caufes, ‘That fome menare lucky gr from other 
imagination, or do feats with them ter s, beyond all 
of any fuppofed activity or jel; yond the limits 
Ragufeins doth profels in the fuch as learned 
men of great worth and Sen cace of fome others, 
( Hieron, Fabritius, ab A ¢, whom he doth name 
» A snapenacnte: He 
ia, @c.) to have feen, and admi revels Saxe- 
though never fo much admired aamired; T fhould not, 
a Celeftial influence, though | fi 
whom I ever look'd as good Author, 
sreate{t commendation, Ariftorle, (the 
, that can be given to 


man, Religion lai | 

foning in poinc of foundand folid 

learned omas Agninas, cited for i reas 
ed Author: whofe orit, by the fame 


Opinion, in th 
evil. And have contra 
much may be done in this 
ins; 


( which 


y 


y caft out of the C 
mifhed. Learned hath it (00, and 


Authors forit, butthofe three. have ; 
which kind of quoting is not fo fafe ‘on Fike ro 
thing add fome weight, becaufe it hath been belier d by 
fuch, and fuch, and not contradi@ed by an Bur ia 
acafe of this nature, before fuch company ‘aid vet of 
frefh memory, when the firft relation was made. the 
teftimony of one credible witnefs, may be thou he fufi- 
Gent. But for Pererin, why he fhould be fo bitter 
againtt Celsftial influences, {ince he alfo duth Srant, and 
ground upon o¢enlt qualities, which often are ferched 
from Celeftial tr and liable to the fame inconve- 
miencies, and therefore by fome. as was faid before 
who would gladly be thought to fee further than other 
men, fotermed, ( 4/7/um afinorum ) fee no reafon,. 
RUT granting thefe influences, the great queftion 
doch remain, whether they work, as general only, or as 
particular canfesallo. Ic is the opinion of fome very 
Jearned, chat their power, and operation doth extend 
even to particulars: asfor example, to difpofe and to 
incline (not compel )aman, to fuch and fuch actions: 


bur ofmore, that they work only, as general can/es 
or 


12 OF Credulity and lncredulity, 
( which things are referred to the Dower of 
¢ andcafom which Will be our nex; confideration, af 
ter this of influxes ) {o ftrange and miraculous, in ap. 
Pearance, that a man had need to be very well vers'd jn 
fuch ipecalations before he charge ‘nyman. Andthar 
is, when the Cafe is fo notorious, as no man Can ratio- 
nally doubr ; aS in that pretended Jugler, who ( related 
by divers ) before Charles the Ninth, King of France, 
made the Rings of g gold Chain, t2 leap towards him one 
Miter another, who was at a diftance and after thar, 
made the Chain whole again: which, at laft, himfelf 
confefled to have done by the help of the Devil. 
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coe example, why in fome ages, men generally have 
heen more inclinable to ready CO believe, 
and to {wallow more, than the boldett impoftor could 
‘avent: inothers, moreto Atheiim and incredulity, all 
upon the fenfes, and what 1s vifible and palpable, though 
again! all fenfe and reafon. In fome, more for {trifes, 
and contention, in others, more for peace, and calmer 
fudies. And what fhail we fay to that infimexce, chat 
produced in men that frantick humor, the beginning 
whereof is afcribed by Hiftorians, to the. year of the 
Lord 1260. of wandring about, half naked, and whip- 
ping themfelves unto bloud? Which though fuppreffed 
by authority hes awhile, fprung up again fome forty, or 
ty years after, wich fo much advantage, that moft 
Kingdoms in Enrope, were over-run with it, and not- 
withftanding the oppofition of Popes, by their excom- 
one means that were ufed, continue 
tractate of G j ‘a le ag doth appear by a peculiar . 
erfon, the learned Chancellor of France, fet 
out Anno Dom, 1460. asainit it Thoufand 
company, of all kind of peop! 
Ft people, might have been feen i 
iverg Places, thus martyrizing che: 
out d app . yudrunning; a pitiful fight, in 
utward appearance, but whether ro th wien 
fure of their diftemper’d minds, or pai c Greater pram 
not. I have Spoken pain ot body, I know 
, elfewhere, which I fhall 
ererepeat, Iquoreno Authors: th 
Fiftoriographers, befides others are fo many 
fp that take notice of it, 
fence, this my mind without of 
arning particularly, which fo 


many upon no ¢ 
yupon no ground, that Ican fee, op appearance of 


reafon are pofleffed with 
with; kno 
more probably afcribe it unto, p 
ne 


{tellation 
» Or influence, But to conclude this matter 
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Of Gredulity and lncredulity; 
Of influences, whether 
+ iS apreed on all hands. tha 
will or of Eheaven, if you will 
pon precenceof any art, attempt to dive unto. 
Prefumption, that the world (as of wicked 
in general, fome Philofophers have maintained ) 
canno: fnbiitt without cheaters and im poftors, 
ANOTHER great ciufe-of wondring, is the po- 
wer of ufe and com. which they, who either by the 
Report of others, creditable witnefles; or by their own 
experience, have not been acquainted with, and well 
confidered of, muit needs aferibe to magick, and fuper- 
matural caufes many things, which are meerly natural, 
dtis a fubject of a large extenc, bur of excellent ute, in 
divers re(pects : which made fome ancient Fathers, ( not 
t0 mention other Authors, of al! profeffions ) upon di- 
vers occal -ns fo largely to infift upon it, as they do 


fometimes. St. Chry/eftcm faich plainly, that chere is 


mot any thing of greater power, and which produceth 
diranger cfiects, among men: the confideration where- 
wf he doth make excellent ufe of, in matters of life and 
religion: which isthe reafon, chat he doth infift wpon it 
footten. Among others, one great ufe is, to difcern 
fome a@ions, which have been admired, and through ig- 
morance, thought miraculous and fupernatural ; from 
fopernatural and miraculous indeed: the difcerning of 


which, of what moment it hath been, in Civil affairs, 


fometimes; and fometimes religious; many pregnant 
examples might be produced. Another great ufe the 
ancient Fathers make of this f{peculation, 1s to convince 
the fluggifhnefs of men, inthe purfuit of Heaven, who 
her foolthemfelves with a conceit of impol- 
required, and without 
s when they fee or may . 
erformances 
for 


Ability of performing what is 
which no Heaven can be attained 
fee, fach vifible examples of far greater P 
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avou 

onabook, tituled, A 77 he (as here) 
is not inthe Title, but might have been 

in things Natural, Csvil, and “Divine. [hat which 
save occafion to it, (for I muft own it 4s mine, though 
fet out, without my name) was: I was at that time 
much troubled, and as Ithought injur ed, by what, in 
the law of this Realm, goes under the nsme of Crftom 5 
to me, before, little known: and as the bufinefs run of- 
ten in my mind, ( riding efpecially, when had nothing 
elfe to bufie my thoughts ) it brought in, time oa 
things into my mind, which I had read, and oblerve 
concerning cuffum, in general; till at lift it came co this, 
that was printed. I needed not have owned it, fome 
may think ; and better fo, perchance: yet the thanks I 
have had for it, from fome, to whofe judgment I could 
not but afcribe much, becanfe I knew them very conver- 
fant in the ftudy of Nature, whereof alfo chey have given 
good proof to the publick : huth made me to adventure 
upon this acknowledgment. However, were it now 
fo be reprinted, ( fuch is the largenefs of the fubje@ ) ic 
might be fitted for publickufe much more, than ever it 
was, Now thofe things that are atchieved by Art and 
Study, though they mayfeem nor fo properly Nutarad, 
in chat fenfewe take watwral here ; yet as chey are refer- 
redo the power of w/é aud cuflum (a Sreat myfery of 
Nature, in our fenfe, and the fubje& of much admirari- 
om, as that Treatife will thew them, who defire further 


fatis’a@ion about it) fo, the 
account, ) fo, they properly belong to this 


I MAY not, inthis 
ufually caufe acm: ration 
them as they offér them 
the wonders of hymilf 


ey of feveral heads, which 
(I obierve no order, bur take 
{elves ) 1 may not, I fay, omit 
ry by fome fo much doted upon, 


( right 
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( right Mount 
cba 
would refer all ee and cheaters in this ) that th 
imfelf, in his hol the pedegree of it | 
abufed by ridicule word, (much profaned 
interpretations : ous, fenfelefs applications, an 
: wherein, I chink 
this Country worthily for j one: Hebert F ind,-of 
exceeded, : ily for it chaftifed by Gaffendus, h 
even tothe height of blafph erp 
have read or heard of ) and afi aiphemy ; all that | 
from Selomon, by fundry £ after him, from Adam 
a » by fundry fabulous forged writings : and 
m not? Trithemine, that learned Abb es 
great pretender to Mylteries himfelf. wh oy and a 
ons have troubled fo many heads to fo el eal 
hitherto ; his judgment of it is, that oat Shi 
met, prater ve frandes, vanitatem, dolofr 
the like ; which he would have the neceflary strend a 
onit. What made him fo angry with it, I know 
For my part, Iam bound to {peak of the art it felf law- 
lly ufed, as by moit learned Phyficians at this day with 
all refpect and gratitude, as owing my life, under God 
soit. For when (it may do fome others good per- 
chance, to know it) Iwas ayoung Stadent in Chrif 
Charch Colledge, in Oxford, in a grievous ficknefs (it 
was thought, the Small Pox had ftruck in I had two 
Phyficians, whereof, the worthy Profeflor, Dr. Cleyton 
was one, the other, a young man, of St. Magdalens- 
Hall, or Colledge, as I remember ; by the appointment 
of my then Tutor, Dr. Meetkerke, fince that, Hebrew 
Profeflor in Oxford ; and afterwards one of the Prebends 
of pwinch-fer, of ever dear and honoured memory ro me. 
But my difeafe fo prevailed, it feems, that after a fort- 
night, or thereabouts, having been prayed for in the 
Churctronce or twice: at Jait both my Phyficians came 
ro my T#tor, and told him they had done wht could be 


done by.art : there was no hope left, but in Gods great 
| power, 
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fitting: otherwife | had not many 


hours to live. Having thus taken their icant, 
him very forrowful 5: about one hou ( 
account I had from him, by word of mouth, and unde 
his hand too ) the younger Phyfician came £0 him again, 
confirms to him what they had faid before, when toge- 
ther butwithal, made a motion, if he choughe fit, 
ina defperate cafe, to try fome means. which pottib y 
mishtdo more than could be expected, by or rE 
ways, At the worft, I could die, but. two or three 
hours before my ume, The Doftor was ata ftand 5 
asked whether he might not fendto my friends, before, 
to London, of which famous Dr. Thory was the chief, 
whom I was trufted co, andwho took careofme, To 
which being anfivered, that before the man could come 
to Londow, the bufinefs would certainly be over, he 
save way: and prefently, Pills, or Potion, fomewhat 
was given me, which in lefs than twenty four hours, 
( with Gods blefling } reftored me to fenfe, and ipeech , 
and from that time, I remember well, by what degrees 
Irecovered. For I was brought fo low before, that 
though prety chearful, ever fince, it was awhole month 
at leaft, after, before 1 could read in abook, or ftand 
wellupon my legs ; tofay no more. Now, that, what 
Itook, was fome Chymical compofition, my Txter told 
me, but no particulars ofit, which I fuppofe were nor told 
was fo happy, as to fee, or know him, 
at had beenthe Author of fo much sood, under God. 
who think died loon after himfelf: neither can 
D ‘a 14S give an account of his name,till I can find the 
hie needs be very dangerous : 
do ftrange ching ‘is well rounded in the old way,may 


This example therefore th 
erefore | though 
would not be amifs, 


power, if he though 
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18 
IHAV and Ineredality 
E been much pleated with the . 
diver experiments, .which har the relation of 
n Ihave found them conf i in Qyercetany 
ters, that were not, or ar rmed by other fober wri- 
till then, L think 2 Psp meer Chymifts, For 
And 1 know that Quer y do well to fufpend his faith 
learned otherwife, sfafpedted f himfelf, though, ver 
generally give him reff 
Credulicy of his Readers. ‘i » tO impofe upon the 
vatel!us, and the like 2] End more Crolius, Pa 
with nolefsthen Athei/m, by m rne charged 
too much credit unto him Bivins 
thar, which they call, rhe f 
(and ifa rofe, why nor 
gl r plant, or flower ) b 
reduced into afhes, wherein the fubft 
rofe fhall be fo preferved, that with a co 
applied, 4 /piritual rofe fhall arife, and 
lafs, like in all chings to what it was befo Vee - 
ss averred for a truth byfome, who 
made frequent experiment before ro 
as I find him cited by others: but Galant 
little authority with me, ( efpecially in fo 
, g ) neither with any man, I think, that loves fobrie- 
ty. 1 have ground enonghfor what I fay. Had he 
himfelf no intention to deceive, yet the Authors whom 
he doth truft, fuch as Galegeus, Thevet (ardas ( of 
whom more afterwards ) and his doting Rabbins, fuffi- 
ciently thew, what a man of judgment he was “Inthe 
inning of that Chapter, where hetreats of the rofe 
hetelis us of anocher experiment, very well worth the 
knowing, iftrue, ( Cardan is his Author ) thata knife 
being rubbed upon fome kind of Loadftone, or a point- 
edinftrument; the body may be cut, or mun in, with 
outany painatall, It may be true, burt I would have 


berteranthority for it, than Cardans, chat monsaciffr 
| mus 
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is fri ledgment: but 
-hisown, and his friends acknow 
ro be falfe, becaufe not better 
more inquired after. But,the teftimony of a Jearne 
Phyfician of this Country, confirmed by a no 


learned Knight, doth much more move me, Neither#? 


arsuments, brought againft the pofiibility o 
a by thofe mentioned cenfurers, ot any 
great weight with me. Why fhould it overthrow all 
Faith, andall Religion, orbe prejudicial to the power 
of God, as though God, whois the Author of Nature, 
were not the Author of all wonders, brought to pafs b 
natural means ? Indeed, in point of Philofophy, it m 
needs be very ftrange, and in fome manner incredible ; 
becaufe of that known Axiome, A privationt ad hab.tum, 
gc. But to contelt againft clear evidence, by Philofo- 
phical Axiomes , is as much againft Philofophy, and 
Ariftotle particularly, asany thing. Neither ( iftrue ) 


doth it abate of the wonder of the refurrefFion, to me; 


who ftill look upon the fame God, by his power the Au- 
thor of the one, as well as ofthe other. Néither is my 
Faith concerning the refwrreétion of the dead, confirmed 
unto me by this experiment, ( if it be true, which I de- 
fire I may beallowed to fay, till I have feen it my felf, 
orfee more reafon to believe it) which I thank God, 
doth ret upon better grounds, than Chymical cxperi- 
ments but illuftrated, I will acknowledge, and fay 

not alittle, Foras here, out of a/bes, fo there, out of 
the daft : as here, the fame rofe in fubftance, yet a /pi- 
ritual rofe ; fothere, the fame body in fubftance; but 
a /piritual body: this, by fire, the other, I will not 
fay by fire, yet not without fire ; when the Elements hall 
milt with fervent heat, and a new Earth, and new Hea- 
Yens ate promifed, So much forthe polfibilicry of this 
noble experiment I can plead : ‘to which I add, rhat the 
fame that deride it, as impoflible, in point of reafon ; 
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and, as iMpious to believe. 


of a Plant in diftil! Grant. the birth, ‘an 


ed water, a i 
true, which to fome others, may : 
But onthe other fide, when‘! confider, that what thef 
Writt Of plants and flowers. och 
minerals, that they may be fo refolved by art, wf envitn 
inflar fruticis arlkufeule: ¢fflorelcant furritantur: 
jt makes me to fufpect the other the more, _ For if fuck 
things could be done, me-thinks they fhould be feet 
oftner than they: are; or rather, reported to be. 
were afight for Kings and Princes; ‘not to be done in 


trippingan lefs matters, I makeas much doubt of tha 
which they call, aur#e alatum, though by fome aver- 
red with much confidence. For if true, the invention 
and ufe of Gunpowder, would be little regarded, in 
comparifon, 
THEY that write of the wonders. of nature, Or 
natural magick, as they callit; bring into this account 
alfo fomethings that haye been done by. exquifite art, 
to cause admiration, in the beholders, and 
incredible, almott incredible to them, that have st 
by felation only. Though art, and nature be com & 
monly oppofed yet well mayfuch things be reckoned 
among the wonders of mature alfo, in more than i 
ref ‘whereof ore may be, becaufe the Autliors 
fich wonders muft be looked upon as helped, or. titted 
by Mature, more chan art, if by art at all Rin: 
one is mentioned, a ruftick by his, 
education,“ by, wormius, in his 
pieces were adinired by all, and by 
chought to’ exceed bare art, Such were 
that admirable’ man, whole miracu: 
ievements h brought co pals by Art, 
fous acchievements, though broug 


himfelf bach, left Sufficient evidences, 
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ers, Write of mettals anf 


corners, and by men, who, 1am fure, have been foun! fim 
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things NA TURAL. 


{> far furpaffing the reach and 


( for ought we can 

kMiitave been fince him, in fo many ages fince, that 
muft needs think there 'was in him, and his 
md orks, ‘much more of mature, than arr, What 


mraife a late Architect ( Dominicns Fontana ) got, 
for removing one of the Reman, OF 
ther Obelisks, from one fide of the Vatican Church, 
here it had ftood a long time in Circo Nerons, to 
Behe other; all books thar treat of thefe things. are 
Mull of ic: as particularly, how long the Pope 
Sixtus the V. ) was, before he could get any body 
Ber hat would undertake it + and how much the work 
mwas admired, ( and ftill is ) when it was done, 
inftruments were ufeds what coft was be- 
ftoived, and the like. It was, or is, an entire ftone, 
of 956148 pounds weight:*170 foot high, as fome 
write, buc it may be a miftake of the Print: for 
: pager whom | rather believe, fay but 107; befides 
bifis, 37 foot high, he manner, how it was done 
isacurately fet down by Hemr, Monantholins, in his 
Commentari 
ries upon Ariftorles Mi chanicer Burt 
is this to what w: J. what 
: what was performed by Archimedes, in his 
time ? Which things, though of themfelves, very my 
oredsbles yet atcefted at fuchatime, and by fuch witne 
fes, as they are, one may as well doubt, wh 
there was fuch a place 
Syracufe, or fuch a man as Mar 
: 0 ipeak of his own works, yet ch 
they that are able to unde se 
r{tand, or par 
were, tl 
emtnat faw them, I cannot but laugh at th 
neeit of fome men, who think.th : 
that the ufe of Gunpow- 
Nasknownto Archimedes. and that.b 
he did what he did . that, by the help of it 
7 id, at thefiege of Syr 
ceit alfo hath Sir Syrac#fe: fuchacon- 
aWleigh, as 1 remember, 
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Of Alexanders time, but upon what grounds, I thal 


enquire. But certainly, Archimedes his in. 


ventions are much undervalued by them, . who think fuch il 


things could be done Gunpow 
deed a Ship may blow i up, Ship 
mayfink it, intime, ifit be not toofir. Bur to heii 
Ship, from the walls of the town, which were compel . 
fed by the Sea, at one end; and then to plunge it to them 
bottom: nay, to make it dance in the air, and twirlet 
about, to the horror, andamazement of all {pe@ators 
particularly defcribed by Pie 
tarce, a olibins3 is More, I think, than can bei 
afcribed to the power of Gunpowder, However, thei 
wonder of Gunpowder, is, the firft invention, which 
was cafual, except the Devil ( which I do not believe 
no Gunpowder was a hand init: what is now dont 
no man doth wonder at : but what Archimedill 
did, and aad an incom 
parable. brain, or wit, the gift of God, or satmil 
only. 
ee ONG other works of Archimedes, one wasii 
lafs Sphere; {0 Clandian of it, but, which is more 
Lattantinus faith of brafs : by both ic is elegantly 
deferibed by the one, in Verfe, by the other in Prof, 
This Sphere reprefented the motions ( we may be allowed 
to Long fol hope, notwithftanding the new, or rather, 
in this, old revived Philofophy : for all men, I fee, are 
not yet perfwaded, nor like to be, toembrace Coperm- 
eus’s opinion) of the Spheres,and Planets exactly 3 of the 
Sun and Moon, efpecially, from which the divifion of 
days, and months, and years doth wholly depend. 
Here was matter of admiration, efpecially if he were the 
frit, that ever attempted ic. Of the eruth, or poflibr 
lisy of this, no man doth doubt. Buc if i be hich 


wil 


me ee 


+s 
} 
= 
4, 
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tics againit 
Emperor, 
their morions, but alfo rained, light 


muft acknowledge, that it furp 
fo I fhall liberty to doubt, whether any 


erm fuch can be made, by meer Art. Yet Scickardus, 10 his 

Mae feries of che Kings of Perfia, doth {peak of one of a lat- 
ter date, made by one Stafflersss Tubing enfss, not lefs 
MB admirable, whichalfo exhibited a Rain-bow; if many 
old men ( for, by a mifchance of fire, it was burned be- 
fore his time, it feems ) by him carefully examined about 
it( he faith ) may be credited. 

I KNOW not by what chance, a Difcourfe hath 
faln into my hands, containing an excellent defcription 
of fome fuch Machina, called Hortlosium Atronomicum, 
which, as I guefs by the lait words, was to be feenin 
Germany, inthe year of the Lord 1590, The words 
are; David Worlkenftein, Vratflavienfis, Silefins ; 
thematum profelfor, & Chori Mufici prafius in Arcen- 
toratenfinm Academia; Honeftiffime inteverrime vire, 
Domino Georgio Zolchero, amicitie & dbfervantie ergo, 
aeferibebat Anno Dom. 1599. 1 will fet down ( fome 
perchance will defire it ) the beginning alfo, 

E SER PTIO Aftronomici Horolog is, Ho- 
rologinm hoc <un'ysrm eff id eft, per fe mobile, ponderibus 


praciPuas temporis partes, annum, menfem) nychthemeron, 
diem, noclem, boram, minutum eziam, mobilibus fratuss 
eleyantiffimis pitturis, jucundifima fonorum barmonia 
Cann, afcriminat & jndicat, Partes fex (unt. Pri- 
globum caeleftem, if ecunda + ftrolabinm Ca- 

endarinm, & orbem borariorum minntorum,  Tertis 


C4 babet 


agitatum. Nomen ciindimus ab nempe quia boras, 


in things NA TURAL, 23 
which is written of another 5 phere, found in the preci- 
ous Cabinet of (ofrees, King of Perfia, when he was 
overcome ( after he had committed many horrible cruel- 

eraclius, the 

red the Sph:res, and 

ned, and thundred : 
Je 
yf 


babet tres orbes edulsty dnd 


cam alique im motuum 
Palation, [on verlantur confider bora, 
Angel, » font Mor pr aco Circum 
pars, Angeli, E poft hos duos. 
> ab/con dit P ates, in a xcubttor “05, 
THUS fa och, cymbala perto {unt Gal 
fecond the firit continens, Serta 
with in an with three |; 
hath of Incks. (b hand of the 
ellam bur Y) lack itle. Page 
water,’ 2 that it hath re and red; » which 
aS I suef. th received upon pu 
confilt of tw guefs, The whol fome hurt b 
deteriptio Pages Her agieripcion doth 
Moo other thi W, as in th » OF 
alin Dine of the words at if I be not mitt and 
jration, 1 did » May deferve al aken 
publick Clock once concel moft as 
famous for fome that it was 
mentt e pi » (in 
Polisians Epiftles ave read a defcri 
ith this piftles, th crip 
ther doth », but chat it: at hath much 
_ know more of Images, of 
co impart. than J do, which his 
deed io J am upon it. it 
tion general, that no Scien muft be acknow- 
from all. m wond ce, or, Contempla- 
ateriality, ( Theclay and more abftract 
ogy always excepted ) 
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in things NATURA L. 25 
fons, As for exam le, (th it: 
ample, yet never mole, ) h 
bending the one towards the oth ) ee 
(till bending, as before ) sm 
eternity, and yet never This, 
Scholer in the Univerficy of Oxf a 
fufficiently, by ocular demontt an 
vided, that it muft be fo: Rill fo 
ill fo ftrange and sncre- 
le unto me, ¢ atI could never be fatish- 
at there is fome kind of f 
is of fallacy in that bufinefs. 
my fufpicion the more 
art at a diftance. B 
ip shim. The firit day, 
foace that remained BP ny another half, of the 
efifthday ; ftillon ained, So the fourth, 
maineth, and no way, or fpace, 
und, as before, N - Tanfwer, upon thef 
ufed, as arguments ever. I would not hav 
ed, ethefet 
be molt incredible. For ther 
fitions vet irrefragable affent may 
ade faith, wrought’ 
fon, is his word ; his faith: 
thelefs, of all Mathematical (t rea- 
ledged humane Sciences , Which, 
that tr h ences er 
fuppofitions ma th doth moft p 1S" 
y be true in one belong ) 
atoms {ait Magnenus, a and not in 
great {tickler for 
um, Phyfica eft ratio linearnm M the 
rum. \ hope athe- 
, then, irc 


e 
re 
is 
d 
s 
Teduired, that Divinity fhall be 
tried 
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this a 


@ mans who {carce wi 
ftud ce will: 
y; and th allow anything 
need of 


Wa 
? aS 
fpoken of. le works and Jucred 
in our Second » and may ha Archimedes misty, Such 
ther in thi Part; and ve more oc rr we have be- 
s fubjeQ. theref cation 
THERE i thall pro 
I think, ceed no fur. 
s thar to popu any thin nail 
gare, with to fools and thofe 
ther wear Cloaths little ildren moft tes, 
>! thar, which th and Appar e| ai fometimes at perly, 
nple, that can ey areufed unto from their 
with the fame ior ce believe them (fome there be fe 
apparel be ve q lities of nat real men fo 
natural thi ry great ) f ure, if th , endowed 
al thing . asol truly, to Ww difference of 
we have co believe that wor Ids or 
tick, Wheat, oth 6 kind ) than vba different (of 
all, or moft called Tur and A 
ence of foil and things did ifo-wheat? What i 
wonder . clim er as if 
atu , in point of N confidered ; much, the differ- 
re and narration of Le have no great 
ob ih teen the pi 
fers, drawing men, 
withftanding 
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with{tanding their refiftance, with arms in their hands $ 
‘nto the Sea, toeat them. Iwill not upon a fingle tefti 
mony, though I have no exceptions againtt 
abfolutely believe that it is true: though I bclicwecl 
poflible, A flying Moufe, is no wonder in£ wer 
at a flying Cat (I do not 
wle ) if {have goo authority for it: 
but that is not enough to ma 
othnot. It is enough ieve 1 
 fible; and if it be 
wonder ofit, Since we know ¢ 
variety, ( none of the leaft of its the ae 
sument of the Creators pow 
fhould we wonder at all, or way 
lieve, what doth only confirm ake any 
that the worldis full of varie mgt we 
befdes But this kind of 
fore } doth oatucally them I have fpoken of be- 
our of their own Count ns CO them, who never were 
readthe travels of ae nor ever had the curiofity ¢ 
this upon whom Seneca 
Scribitur natalis fols fine whi homo, qui circum- 
vs more an animal, shed A Sigs Englith, That man 
extend beyoud the things whofe knoWledge doth 
fay, we muft have good own Country. But th 
For to believe every thi grounds for what we belie I 
becaufe itis poffible ng, thatis reported or w lieve, 
true; doth argue notat all ftrange; in 
thing, but what our f uch weaknefs, as to beli — 
elves have feen, B clieve 
. Butthere willbe 


4 more proper 
here fpok place for this aft 
wfe be referred: Thefe things 
ore Ipoken of, butin 
er fenfe, 


OF divers thi d obieAs of ad- 
ngs, which are o inary 1 
miration, and by confequent of Creduliry dulit 

. ty, 


hath 
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is yet behind therto: b 
and’ thar j it the ord; 
of whi Cis, thin 
thi f ich we may c £s that are {x , 
| 
hath hi aufe no y OMe, ‘as 
been found Probable natural rea: 
reducible to » OF given, nor are & 
Mentioned: tho of thofe former head 
- and further exper; ugh it is poffible, th 
fund perience may dif , that time, 
_ fore natural, in the Laticare- more, and that 
was. judged fapernatural Which be- 
ngs, which though call 4 . nd afain , fome 
not by ordina ed natural alfo, by fome, 
de ry men 0 | y e 
ceived: b my, who mav eafi 
1; bur by others alfo, be 
| roved fobriety and fincerity men of fame, and 
bgen’all their life lon whofe’ bufinels it 
their profefiion, or no ) 5 ( whether obliged by: 
and care d enquire into the ways 
adtings of Devils and S the 
men and women, or’ of 
their 1 their power , as 
Devils and Spirits, 1 fee me oe very mention of 
among them, -fome, not ye afew, and 
bur in the opinion of many we in their opinion, . 
"fame, learne and by publick 
coil with indignation; others 
with fome kind of compafiion gent y {mile, 
asiDevils, or Spirits, and e any fuch thing 
and women, as Maticians equently fuch men, 
is 23 much and witches 
cular relations, which prefu Steer t of all thofe partt- 
agents, and inftruments, Werches, and wizar 4 An 
ieve 


sndeedfowwe find it commonly, that they chat bel 
no 
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no Devil 
s. nor 
relatt Spiri 
tions, do alfo difcredi 
witha 
ny 


| colour of 
probabil: 
ability, or knack ‘of wit b 
, be reduced 
to 


natural Ca 
Witches nfes; and th 
eld they that 
obfervati pirits. ¢ om belie Oo not bel; 
{tor vation of ma might so furch ve that there b love 
( P there. H ny, both hi cr; accordin e De- 
which if and late: to the 
ore. Atheifts then I will 
countenanced e) yet it 
{elves i nying of hat are A y prom pro- 
ff ry plaufible of crach:.wi em that con indeed 
in the thing in caule ith a fuperh them. 
e world ar the world cannot be view, 
Wh icity 5 this ent miltake to fraud, all chin 
Evein a man fh fubject ke, through 
Who d in Englan intituled a ftory iS, 
And while not find asi ( 
be the wo abfolute in himf ember ) the 
devifed is full of lifpofition, 
Athej fo ad purpole, fuch 
ei{m : Vance for fome. Ings ? 
bé an infidel, asc many SPinion port, 
it 
tak hirmed or 09 frequently, for elancholy 
every incurable both the vil 
y wild mo ignorant and the e dif- 
non Mini mitta 
> OF fters ke 
phanfie who 
, for 


5 
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Of Gredabity and Incrédulity; 
uggeltion of the Devil > Whereas ; 
id be the care of w; fe frie hee in fuch a cafe, it 
tothe Phiyfician ofthe body. and’ not 
may do more hurt, than good ; ool who probably 
ralift doth all od, butasthe learned 

OW, and advife? Excellent 
and cudinfelin this kind. of the A ent is the advice 

merbo Sacre attributed to Hippocr 
all men were bound to ich I could with 
folks, that are troubled wich holy 
es, But onche other fide, denied” 
caufo I fee learned Phvficians of Option’ nd | 
vilible effects do evince it ; but that thé Devil dort a 
mifcere fe, in feveral difeafes: whereof Sir Thedhe 
CMayerne, ( whom I think for ftrange and even 
lous cures, I may call the eZ /enlapius of his time, dnd 
do no ave me a notable ‘inftance “Con 
cerning a maid in his Boule chat had been bitten by a 
- mad Dog, which alfo died of it: to whom when he came 
inamorning, with a Looking-glafs (to make trial of 
what he had read, but not yet experienced himfelf ) 
det his gown; before he wasin theroom, fhe began to 
anid cold him what it was hehad about him, But 


cry out, 
Teave 2 further account of it to his own learned and vo- 


faminous Ob/ervations, which I hope they that have n- 
hericed that eftate, will not envy to pofterity. Yet 
1 know there be re aie too, that would make us be- 
eve, that bare melancholy, will make men, or women 
hefie, and* {peak {trange languages, as Latine, 
Greek, Hebrew, (of all which there be fundry unque- 
fignable inftances ) but fuch are looked upon, by others 
of their profeffion, the far greater, and every Way, 
mach more confiderable number, as Hlereticks in that 
‘nt, But becaufe the matter is liable ro miftakes, and 
impofture, hence to inferand conclude, thereisno 


ing, 
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thing, as either Witches, OF Spirits ; there ismo truth, 
but may be denied upon the fame ground, fince 1t 1s cer 
tain, there is no trash, no nor vertne, but is atrended 
with a counterfeit, often miftaken for the true, as by 
divers Ancients, both Hiftorians, and Philofophers, 1s 
obferved, and by fundry pregnant inftances confirmed . 
whereof I have given a further account in my Latine 
notes upon Antoninus, the Roma» Emperor, his incom. 
parable( I mult except thofe of our late Gracious Sove- 
reign, and Gods glorious Martyr ) moral Afedstati- 
ons. 

N OW whereas I faid but now, they that did not be- 
lieve there be Witches, or Spirits, did generally difcre- 
dit, and reject fuch relations, either ancient or late, ag 
cannot with any colour of probability or knack of wit 
be reduced to natural caufes: it is true, generally they 
do: But fee the contradi¢tions, and confufions of a 
falfe opinion, and affected fingularity, For fome of 
them of amore tender mould, being convicted by fre- 
quent experience, of thetruth of thofe operations by 
othersaccounted /uperwatural, or diabolical. and yet 
itfeems, not willing to recant their error of the no en 
ae of Witches and Spirits, which perchance had on 
them ( the thing, certainly, that divers aim at ) the r 
Putation of difcerning able men, above the ordi ra 
rateofmen, to maintaintheir Septhation th 

> devifed 


a'way, how not to recede from their former opin; 
on deny that, which they thought ( 

) could not be denied, but 
"Hoe {upernatural ( generally fo called 
ow fo? Why, they tell us, that all mer. 
earned and unlearned; by the ver 
On of their foul, and the pomterdedd efficacy of ana 


tural faith, or 


t fupernatural operations, sd 


J 

was 
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Phyfician in France, whom | have had oecafion, but'up- 


more befid 


he was a man of great credit. as 
4 Thuanus his relat; 
doth appear )I knownot, Now caufe I never 


that this man, or any that were of his opinion 
did ever attempt to do miracles, which: certainly they 


opinion ; May not any man probably conclude from 
thence, ‘that they maintained; whar'they knew in their 
own conicience to be falfe : or by Gods -juit judgment, 
fer not fubmitting their reafon to his Revealed Word, 
andthe ordinary maxims of Religion, were fuffered to 


ofdelirationand infatuation? 


digreffion, Iwill cell him a ftory, concerning this Auge. 
viel, OF, 2S Bodin writes him, Ogerins, which may be 
worth his hearing ; not becaufe it is ftrange, which is 
notmy bufinefs, properly, but becaufe it is not imper- 
sinenrro what we driveat, truth. There was, it feems, 
at Tholenfe in France, where this man lived and died, 
a fair lioule, ina convenient place, which was. haunted, 
aad for that reafon, to be hired for a very {mall rent, 
Thishoule, Augerius (as once Athenodorus, the Philo. 


‘ro the report, did adventure upon. But find- 
than he-did expect, and hear- 


Portugal Scholar in the town, who in the nail of 
akind of Divination, we fhall {peak 


in place ) could thew hidden things, 


look, ‘She cold, 


pan dui 
A young girle was to | 
clad, wich precious chains, 


gold: 


was the opinion of one Ferrerins, a later,’ and leans 
onthis very fubjed, elfewhereto 
pyect, peak of. How 

ides him, did efpoufe the fanie. Opinion: 

meither is it alledged by any other, that I have read, & | 


would have done, had they had oe confidence in their | 


entertain fach opinions, as muft needs argue fome kind 


“BUT ifthe Reader will have the patience of a fhort 


fopher, did at Achens ) not giving perchance any great 
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mm sold: which ftood at a certain piller in the Cellar, ( the 
place, it feems, chiefly haunted ) having a Torch in her 
hand, Hereupon the Portugal's advice co the Phy fician, 
Me was, he fhould have the sround digged, jult in that 

B place ; for that, certainly. there was fome trea‘ure 
MB there. The Phyfician had fo much faith, ic feems, asto 
MM believe him, and prefently takes care for the execution, 
BB Buc when they were even come to the treafure, as they 
Be thought, or whatever it was ; a fudden whirle-wind puts 


& 


—_ 


i BB out the Candles, and going out ef the Chimney, ( /pi- 
raculum celle, the Latine Tranilation calls it: which 
may be underftood of a Store-houfe, in any part of the 


® Houfe, oraCellar, or Vault: I live ina Houfe built 
Me upon a Vault, which once had a Chimney ) battered 
{ome 14 foot of bactlement in the next houfe, whereof 
Me part fell upon the porch of the houfe , pare upon the faid 
me Chimney, and part upon a ftone-pitcher, or water- 
me pot, that was carried by a woman, andbrakeit. From 
m that time, all annoyance of Spirits, ceafed ip that houfe. 
m When the Portugal was told, what had happened, he 
{aid, The Devil had carried away the treafure, and chat 
he wondred the Phyfician had ‘no hurt. Bodinus my 
Author, faith, The Phyfician himfelftold him the 
two days after; who prefently after ( Bodinus. 1 meat ) 
= wentto fee the ruines, and found it as he was told 
m And this, faith he, happened in a very -cl frm 
day, asat the beft ci 
y belt time of the year, though it wasthe 
15 December, 1558. By the Dedicatory Epiftle, j 
fet out his book 1579 : 
1556. There arofe fome diff , 
feems, -between Bodinus, and th; 
friends, or foes, (though here 
{tiled by him Medi 
bes him, Dutt and a littl 
ore, where fpeaks ‘aion 
of his opinion , 
vir 


rr 


34 Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 


vir dotlué)no man, 1 think, can rationally have the! 

fufpition, -that Bodinus, upon the very 
thing happened, which could not be long concealed from 
publick per, durft, or could relate it in any par. 
ticular, otherwife, than as it was generally known inal 


the Town, tohave happened, and Awgerins himfelf had i 
made relationtohim. And this was the man, who not 
able otherwife to avoid Spirits and /upernatural eperatir 


ons, which 4s to the matter of fact, he doth acknow- 
ledge, andthinks ita kind of madnefs to deny them; 


did take upon him to devifeiand maintain, that all men 


naturally, dearned and unlearned, were ina capacity to 
do miracles ‘by their faith; 1 with the Reader would 
take the pains to perufethat whole Chaprer of his, De 
Homerica Curatione, as he doth call it, to fee, how that 
learned man-doth labour miferably to come off, with any 


fleth, he did not haftily; or unadvifedly fall upon; 
but, cum toto anime ac ftudio omni | in cam cogitatio- 
nem |incumberem, as himielf{peaketh. A good cave. 
at, Ithink, toothers, how they entertain new opini- 
ons. Yet, Icannotabfolutely fay, that he was the firt 
Author of this mad device: The Enthufaftick Arabs 
long before, (we have given an account of them, elfe- 
where ) did broach fome fuch thing ; which by Cornelin 
Agrippa, is largely explained and maintained in. his 
books, De occulta Philofepbia : but neither by the Arabs, 
nor by(ornélins;is this power given to allmen in general, 
Jearned, and-wulearned , but to them only, who by con- 
_ ftant ftudy and fpeculation in thefe myftical arts, ( in ve 
ry truth, Diabolical, and fo acknowledged, in effect, by 
Cornelins himfelf, in his folemn recantation in his 
books, De. Vanitate Scientiarum; though not be- 
lieved byallmen, to have been fo fincere, as 1t fhould 


have been ) have refined their Souls to fuch a degree of 
& P 


with his mad project; which yet, he pro- 
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inary hu- 
uch exceeds the bounds of ordinary 

manity. But, ‘neither were thefe ever eu for yond 
ders. or miracles done by them, that [remem w 
ther Arabs, orothers. Ancient Magicians, 
rims, Lamblicus, and the ret; did profefs ea y 
Spirits : So later Magicians, Agrippe and others , = 
Trithcmius, in his anfwers to the queftions, propole 
unto him, as the man then in Europe, beft able to re- 
folve him, by Maximilsan, the Emperor, concernin 
the power of Witches, Oc. doth much inveigh againt 
the malice, wickednefs, and fraudulency of thofe Spirits. 
And thofefew fet afide, a3 4¢rippa, Trithemiw, and 
fome others ( of whofe great acts neverthelefs, I find but | 
little recorded ) ic is well Known, that fuch as we call q 


perfection, as 


BE fupernatural, not Divine operations, have in all ages, | 
Y BM fince thofe ancienter Magicians, been wrought by men 
* Be and women, who were altogether illiterate, and for 

“ their lives, moft infamous. 


AS forthem, who allow and acknowledge’ /uperna- 
tural operations by Devils and Spirits, as “éerius , who 
tells as many ftrange {tories of them, and as incredible, 
as are to befound in any book ; but ftick at the bufinefs 
of Witch:s only, whom they would not have thought 
g the Authors of thofe mifchiefs, chat are ufually laid cto 

their charge, but the Devil only, thorgh this opinion 
may feet to fome, to have more of charity, than Incre- 
dulity, yet the contrary will eafily appear to them, that 
fhall look into it more carefully; as by chat fittle we 
thal fay of it afterwards, any indifferent man may be 
fatisfied, And though it is much, that he doth grant, 
and nofmal! part of what we drive at, when he doth ac- 
knowledge [upernatural operations, by Devils and Spi- 
as faid before : and that he had not the confi- 
al Project of acquitting Witches from 
ov Srinie, Misnt tempt him to oppofe himfelf to the be- 
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36 Of Gredulity and Increduljty) 
lief ( grounded upon daily experience ) of all ages. of 
all men, fome few excepted ; neverthelefs, I cannot by: 
fook upon the opinion he doth maintain, as srofs, and 
notorious incredulity. and of very pernicious confe. 
quence, and therefore, think my felf bound to enquire 
way it alittle further, before I proceed to other mat 
er. 
MY firft argument, or obfervation fhall be, concer 
Sus generis bumani. For, that fome few here and there 
_ diffent, ifany thould obje& chem againf the univerf 
confent of men , he may as well obje@, that the earth 
is notround, becaufe there be many hills, and valleys 
in molt part of the world. Now this reafon from the 
generality of mens belief all the world over, mutt be 
of great weight to engage ours, except there be mani- 
felt reafonto the contrary. Ariffotle doth acknowledge 
it, a man otherwife not over-credulous, or addicted to 
popular opinions 3 gayir, faith he; 


What all men believe, we may fay, is truth, And wha 


nfe hath been made by ancient Heathens and others, of J 


this general confent of mankind, to prove that there isa 
God, is wellknown, It is very ufual with many, when 
they have fome ftrange opinion to broach, to tell usof 
fome erroneous perfwafion, which hath long prevailed 
among men; as, that thread bare example of the Anti- 
podes, which once to believe, was herefie ; to which 
fome others may be added. But in this particular, how 
impertinent fuch allegations.are, who doth not fee? 
For it is one thing by fome authority of man, or proba- 
bility of reafon, to be mifled into an opinion, determt- 
nable more by fpeculation, than experience; of, if by 
experience, yet rare, and difficult, and wherein few 
men are concerned, as to matter of life: Infuch a cale, 
if the error be never fo general, it is no wonder. But 
inacafe of this nature, as Witches ( to-which weadd, 
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Spirits, in general, and /upernatural operations ) which 
doth mofltly depend, efpecially where learning 1S not 
of daily experience, and wherein mens lives and for- 
cunes are fo much concerned : to be mifled in this, 
and from age to age, to continue in the error, 1s 2 
ftrange thing indeed, if nota meer impoflibility, The 
world is much wider now ( aS to Knowledge ) than it 
hath been formerly: and therefore the confent of it fo 
much the more confiderable. I have ( as alf men, I think 
have that areany thing curious ) read feveral relations 
of all che known parts ofthe world, written by men of 
feveral Nations, and Profeffions, learned and unlearn- 
ed, in divers languages: by men of feveral ages, anci- 
ent and late: 1 do fcarce remember any fhort or lon 
but doth afford fomewhat to the confirmation of ‘le 
truth, butin moft, I remember well to have met with 
very particular accounts. and relations of Witches and 
Sorcerers, ftrange divinations, predictions, o 
ons, whereofthe relators, many of them aaa = 
veral Nations and profeffions, Papifts and Protefta 
who probably never heard of one another, profef: boa 
W ifweconfine our 
world, which we call ohach 
learning feemeth now to be in a man eng 
which, within this hundred, ortwo hu dred ya 
produced fo many able men of all rofefiio dir Home 
Lawyers, Phyficians, and Philof 
teftants; thofe few men exc 
epted, who may foon be na- 


— — by their writing, to have diffented 
among them all, who hath not 
as occafion ferved, born teftimon 
caule? But how many 
Kingdoms, Germanes, High 
rencd, Englifr, Spanifh not. to feek 
— further 
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38 Of Gredality and Incredulity, 
further; of ali profeffions that have written of ‘this 
ject, pleadediic, by reafon andexperience, and 

of praofs ; anfwered all objections, and pretenfions: 
fome whereof, learned and grave, have had the exanj. 
nation of perfons, men and women accufed for thof 
wicked pra@tices in greatnumber, Nichodaus Remigin 
a man both pious and learned, ( I with covetous Printers 
had not bereaved us of his excellent Poetry, in many 
Editions )inhis books of Demoxolatrie, doth profels 
within the fpace of fixteen years, to have had the exami- 
nation of near 2000, whereof 900 were condemned to 
death, Wemay fay the fame, or there-abouts, I think 
of Grillandus, not to. mention others, That fo many, 
wife and difcreet, wellverfed in that fubje&, could be 
fo horribly. deceived, againit their wills ; or fo impious, 
fo cruel, as wilfully to have a hand in the condemnation 
of fo many Innocents; oragain, wilfully, inthe face of 
the Sun, and in defiance to. God, by fo many falfe rela 
tions, toabufeall men, prefenr, andfucure; what man 
can believe. Their chiefeft evafion, whoare, or would 
feemtobe of a contrary opinion; is, what a ftrange 
thing a depraved fancy, or imagination is; how eafily 
may reprefent to it felf Devils, and Spirits, Sorce- 
ties and) inchantments, and, God knows what: which 
things, commonly talked of, among ordinary people, 
efpecially; asmany other things are, though they have 
noreal being; yet may make great imprefions in the 
brain, and offer themfelves in fleep, or when the brain 
isfick, <and-out of temper, by melancholy efpecially. 
Or, ifthey be of wierins his opinion, what advantage 
the Devi/may make ofa fick brain, to make filly poor 
women believe; that they have done things, which they 
never did, nor could. Andthis, when they have pro- 
ved by rwo or threeexamples ( or fay twenty, or more; 
forit hard they think they have done 


much, 
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much, what reafon hay : is {uci 
myftery, that none of thofe 
Witches, and Sorcerers ever heard of eae sh 
and would not webl confider it 
judgment ? But what if more than 
perchance, ( it bath been fo fometim yh 
in fome one execrable bufinefs 
fufpition, eing fev 
filted, by Spirits ; to have act 4 
met in fuch places, at fuch 
examination to be true, in all found 
if others, men and ans 
arrel, or 
he For grudge s To have curfed, 
bat happened or cattle; and that it 
this be, t ents, Nave 
Gach avi 1a 
fome, chat are fuf ex 
are thal we impure all 
serius, th ancy, imaginats 
all this ia Sination: or fay 
innocent momen the Devil only tob ic 
b er thefe thin eftruction. A God 
'y and by ) the cre, gs, to punifh ae 
leve, th the credulity of on, 
lieve, that (sine men men? Truly, as I ca that 
which of the two,th bots! fach pinion, 
sthey concei 
ve moft charitabl 
D 4 e; fo, that 
apy 
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any man of Ordinary capacity, that hath taken pa; 
inform himfelf, can fome 
cret judgment of God, perfift in it, is tome almoft jq- 
ereaible ; or not lefs ftrange than any*of thefe fuperna. 
tural operations, which Ordinarily caufe moft admira- 
| 

THEN, ifaman confider, what kind of men, for 
the moft part, they have been, who have taken upon 
them, to oppofe the belief of mankind, or univerfality 
of men, concerning Witches, ce. fome — notorious 
Atheiits, as ‘Pomponatius, Vaninius, Gc. others, conte 
dent, illiterate wretches, as one of this Country, Reger 
wald Seer, and the like; he will think certainly, that if 
the caufe be no better, than the Patrons, it cannot be 
very good, nor fee any feafonat all toembrace it. But 
I mutt not let Reginald Scot pafs fo, without a further 
acconn’, for their fakes ( if any-) that have a better opi 
nion of him; though otherwife, a very inconfiderable 
man, ~His book, I muft confefs, I never had, nor ever 
read. but as Ihave found it by chance, where I have 
been, in friends houfes, or Book-fellers fhops,; and, as 
the manner is, caft my eyes, here and there’; by which 
perfunctory kind of taite, 1am fure, I-had no temptatt- 
onto read muchofhim. Idonot, therefore, take up- 
on me to judge of him, by what I have read of him my 
felf, which being fo little; might deceive me ; but by 
what I have réad of him; in others, whom I know to 
have beén Jearned, and judicious, and of great modera- 


tion and candor, in judging, even of enemies, This, 


I hope, I may {peak without offence, or contradiction, 
of one, whofe furname, ‘notwithftanding the vatt dif- 
ference of their worth, comes fomewhat ‘near ( for I 
know, that obfervations have been made, even upon 


names. ) to the others chriftian.name ; and that is, Do- 
Gor R-ynolds, ‘when he'lived, asl cake it, Regime 
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efor of Divinity, ‘athe Univetfity of Oxford: who it 
feenis upon the report the man had got among the vul- 
gar, had the curiofity (aright beluo librorum, 3s any 
was in his time )'to read him. He doth mention him more 
thari once, or twice, in thofe learned. and elaborate Pre- 
Jetiones of his upon the Apocrypha , ‘and not only name 
him, but takes notice of many particular paflages, and 
confutes them; or rather, makes himfelf and his Audi- 
tors ( now Readers ) {port with them, but alwaysadmi 
ring the unparallel’d boldnefs, and impertinence of the 
man. Ofall the books he doth mention, in thofe! . 
Preleftions, 1 do not remember 
oth cenfure with mor ‘ndionati 
ther is Dr. Reysolds the 
cenfure him : Icould name two or th 
tanti, or worth the while, And 
pect from a man, who reckons Plutarch (fol 
find him quoted ) among the Fathers f he ton. 8 
Leonardum Vairum, alate Spaniard h 
three books, De fafcino, or Incant 
but in French ) and {tiles himfelf tione, ( Lhave him not, 
Santi Benedidtini,c Priovem Ordinis 
him, I fay, either a Prot Rant 
ther: But chefe thin eltant, or an ancient Fa- 
os we may laushar, 
preatelt errors, concerning whi shat, if chefe were his 
know more, may find g Which, they that defireto 
fore mentone enough in that learned piece be- 
S Iwas upon thi | 
( for I had ended this it p hadeven writen, or rather, 
out, as faft as my weak part, and was now writin i 
written out fo far aw condition would give mele igs 
and com 4 worthy learned friend 
munication ; » whofe jud 
IS Very expe nall kind of litera rt. a 
le pert,I much val ture,wherein 
A Philofophical ende ue,br ought mea book enti 
Witches ang A avour, the defence f 
ANG Apparitions 4¢ ain[t Drollery G of the being 
ery Athes/m,1 668. 
Glad 
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- unadvifedly, ( aselfewhere frequently, for which he is 


ftood:) will doit, Butthen immediately, he doth pro- 


before as truc and certain, might be queftioned ane 


42. Of Gredulity and incredulity, 
Glad was I, to fee the book, who'am a ftrances t 
new books, except it be by fome chance, shots mp 
years; and I was not long, before I had run it Over; 
was glad to find, that we agree fo well in our account 
both in this particular of Reginald Scots, and of Witches 
in general, thoughin different ways. He Philofophi. 
tally, and fubtilly: I, morepopularly and plainly ; yet 
hope, not lefsufefully. As for his particular opinis 
ons, or conjectures, we may take further time to. con 
fiderof them, _His:zeal againft the Scoffers and Drollers 
ofthe time, as he-doth call them, that is, againf 
Atheifm, which now pafileth commonly, but moft falfe. 
ly, and among theni only, who want true wit, and folie 
dity , for wit and gallantry, I-do much applaud, $0 
much of it, ( the book I mean ) if nor to fatisfe others, 
yet my friend, who did help metothefight ofic. 
BUT was alearned man, a Phyfician by his 
profeffion, who neither wanted wit, ‘nor experience. 
They that have read his other book, De lamizs, ( which 
Inever faw ) lay tohis charge, that he is not conftant in 
his opinion: fure lam, in his book De preftigi, Ge. | 
he dothfhew much inconfiftency ; and fometimes, 10 
fall confi and repugnancy, as a man that is much 
ctoit, and dothnot know what tofay.- For example, 
where he doth argue, whether men or women, Sorce 
vers and Witches, may become unfenfible to any tor- 
ments, infli@ed by Magiftrates, at firft, he doth deli- 
yer it affirmatively, that they may ; and wickedly, or 


much condemned, and cenfured by fome, to have writ- 
ten more in favour of Spirits, than: women ) doth fet 
down fome charms, that (he faith, or may be fo under- 


pofe fome things to the end, that what he hath delivered 
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deemed rather ridiculous and falfe, than true, or cre- 
dible. For( faithhe, 4s though any man, acquainted 
with the world, or the Scriptures, could not have an- 
fwered it ) all powers are of Gods it 1S not likely, that 
God will give fo much power to Devils, as to hinder 
the courfe of Juftice. A great argument indeed, of 
Gods power, and providence over the world, chat 
though he doth it fometumes, to make us the more fen- 
fible, and thankful ; yet he doth it vot often. Second- 
ly, becaufe God, as he is juft, will not have wicked 
actions ( a great and invincible argument, that there is 
atime and place of rewards, befides this prefent world ) 
to pais unpunifhed, Yet for all this, his concluftonat 
laft is: ( Sed tamen hominum imptetate fic merente, fapt- 
us bec accidiffe fareor ) that fe neverthele{s, there be 
C harms and Spells, whieh with the Devils belp ( throuch 
of any torments, be they never (0 great. This puts me in 
mind of what I have heard from Sir Thecdore Mfayerne 
( though dead many years ago, yet his memory, I hope, 
is yet frefh and living : I fhall need to fay no more ) 
whereof he had been, he faid, an eye witnefs: and what 
courfe was then held in Geneva which then abounded 
with fuch creatures )forthe prevention, or redref of 
fuch iabolical unfenfiblene/s, in Witches, and Magici- 
ans. I could fay more from him but I will 
iS dead, give any man occafion to 
cher ofhis, or myrelacion ion the truth, ei- 
So much was the man himfelf unfa ished in a 
nion, that it is no eafie thing his own 
ny mar elfe, chat reads 


him, to know what he wo 

m, uld have. For, thathorri 

ones are done really, according to the ree 
n, accounted Witch ris 


of by the confeffion of thefe. 
time, and place, and manner, and complices, 


come 


of 


come to be known, whi 
diligent were not known, and 
, in every circumftan n are found pundtuall 
on ; he doth not on! confi 
faith he, makes them helie at then ?: The 
indeed elf hath been the true satin “of 
which Witches did; 
own power? But that will 
to fatisfie their own Iuft, or 
fuch er wicked end, make ufe of th bel 
wicked thin of the Devil, to bring 
gs to pafs, which are confefled : 
real, and wherein they ufually are intt 
> aS | 
elves; as by clear manifeft proofs 
thing be clear and certain in the tei 
is laid to their charge, and for which 
NAY, e doth not deny, but that fu | al 
a ( and convicted, fome ) to have bewitched hi 
yet forall this, bare Phanfie the caufe of all has 
him,What hathhe left to us, that we can calle 
but phancy? And {till the conclufion is a 
thfuffer thefe things, poor innocent women 
ars men; becaufe they 
‘tches in the world: $ 
| “rn the Devil, upon their carneft feeking to him 
fuch things but they chat are fo 
lous, as to believe it, deferve : 
doth not fay it, it-doth follow {fo ) 
who doth not fee, that by this doctrine, 
Malefattor,: Traitors, Rebels, and the 
like, 


‘ 
le 
t 
5 
4 
7 
4 
~ 
« 
’ 
4 
4 
i 
; 


d 


Notrealy, than to bel; 


insbings NATURA L. AS. 
like, may be accounted ‘nnocent? If this benot enough, 
to fhew that the man was infatuated, then hear him 

lead, that Witches cannot be, becaufe it is againtt the 
Goodnefs of God, to fuffer, that poor old women, 
oppreffed with mifery andage, fhould fall into the worlt 
of evils, as to become a prey unto the Devil, And 
again, that if God did give fuch power to Witches, the 
world could not fubiift: That if witches have fuch po- 
wer, what need any King, or Prince be at fuch charge, 
to raife Armies, to defendthemfelves, or offend others $ 
when one fingle Witch may bring the fame things to 
pafs, without fuch trouble, orcoft ? Now the ftrength 
of thefe arguments doth lye in this, if ic be crue, firft, 
that women are the only object of Gods Providence and 
Goodnefs, andnot men: And fecondly, becaufe God 
for reafons beft known to him, yet not altogether in- 
comprehenfibleto man, doth fometimes fuffer ( as in 
Zobs cafe ) fome of thefe things to be, which we may be- 
lieve, and yet believe that not one hair of our heads can 
perifh, to our prejudice, without Gods permiffion : 
that God, Ifay, becaufe fometimes, is therefore bou d 
to fuffer them a/ways, and hath given the Devil 
lute power over the Earth: which things, if ridi = 
fous, and impious; fo certain 
certainly mu({t the opinion 
be, that is grounded uponthem, Butif all this reaf 
ing willdo nothing. yet Wierixs hath anoth : ‘eh 
things, ¢ which we think 
€nt of truth in m 
tched our eyes to reprefent unto us things, that are 


lieve, that women | 
50 he profeffeth of himfelf; Tam 


setricum, crudcle, credity diffics 
mers intuerer bec oculis, &c 
» he will believe any thing, it feems,. by 


thofe 
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deteft to the pit of Hell; but of women ( Sclomon di 

mon did 
find it fo, nor the Author of Ecclefiaficus ) we mutt ie 
believe any fuch thing. My opinion, (to end this dif 
courfe ) concerning the man, is, His Prince, and Ma- 


fter, whofe chief Phyfician he was, had been wrought § 


into that belief by fome, ( as always here and there fome 
have been of that opinion ) before wierins had any thin 
todowith him; that it was fo, and fo, in the cafe i 
Witches, juftas pyitrins doth endeavour to make good, 
in his book : who alfo ¢ his Prince ): what he believed, 
took a pleafure ( if not, pride’) to difcourfe it publickly, 
All this, I learn from Weerins his dedication, and fome 
flages of the book: my opinion is, that to gratifi¢ 
im, was the chief ground of Wierius his undertaking, 
who probably by what we have obferved, would not 
have engaged himfelf into fuch trouble of fpirit, and 
mind, to oppofe the publick belief, without fome great 


provocation. This is2@ charitable opinion, the Reader 


will fay, if he confider, what is objected unto him by 
others, to prove, as was intimated before, that what 
heintended, wasnot fo much to favour women, asthe 
Devil himfelf, with whom, it is to be feared, chat he was 
too well acquainted . as (befides other pregnant argu- 
ments ) Cornclins Agrippa his difciple, and bofom friend, 
according to his own relation and acknowledgment, But 


enough of him. | 
TO others, that are of his opinion, or perchance 
deny Afagicians, as well as witches, 1 would have chem 
roconfider, that ifthere be really fuch, asthe world doth 


into covenant with the publick enemy of mankind, an 

by the mifchief they do, not to particular men, women, 
and children only( not to mention dumb creatures, which 
are made for the fervice of man ) but even ( God permit- 


ting ) 


thofe fad ftories he tells us of Sorcerers, whom he doth | 


believes who ( whether men, or women ) by abe | 
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ires and 

ting ) to whole Towns, and 
rians, and Phylicians OF {uch reafons a8 

ains to fearch into it, and give {uch rea 
think, will undertake rationally to 
aflert and maintain: Iffuch, J fay, really, who for tho . 
reafons, deferve no lefs than the Devil, 
the enemies of mankind: what may we think © we 
(though fome, Ibelieve, through ignorance, an *C 
want of dueinformation ) that become the Patrons of 
fach? And ifthere be laws again&t calumniators, and 
falfe witnefles, and thofe that go about to take away the 
sood name, even of private men and women, what pu- 
nifhment do they deferve, that dare publickly traduce 
all the venerable Judges of fo many Chriftian Kingdoms, 
as either ignorant wretches, or wilful murderers ? 

BUT all this while, we have faid nothing, fromthe 
authority of Gods Holy word, by which, befides fome 
pregnant examples of Witches, and witchcraft in the 
Scriptures, all Sorcerersand Magicians ; all witches and 
Wxards, with much exactnefs diftinguifhed and enume- 
rated, are condemned to death; and theirfin fet our, 
as the moft hainous offins, in the eyes of God. and for: 
which more than any other, the wrath of God comes 


_ upon the children of men, to the utter deftrucion of 


whole Kingdoms and Countries; This indeed I thould 
have begun with, and might have contented my felf with 
fuch authority, had. 1 to do with Chriftians only. Burl 
know what umes we live in: we may thank thefe late 
confufions, thefruit-of Rebellion, anda pretended Re- 
formation, for a great parcofit. Butthey that are true 
Chriftians, need no other proof, 1 am fure, Others 
if rational, and not too far ingaged into Arhei/m, have 
fomewhatalfo to confider of, ifthey pleafe. 
_ 4 THINK I have fpoken of maf of thofe general 


heads, 
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4d Of Gredubity and Incredulity, 
heads, under the Afathematich: as by the: 
the Opticks, and all manner of erm by which ftrange 
things are performed: moft of -thole general heads, | 
fay, natural, and fupernatural, which ufually caufe 
miratiomamong men; and thereby become objects. of 
credulity and incredulity; Civil, and Divine only, which 
werefer to their proper places, excepted. 1 thal! now 
inthe next place give fome Inftances, firft in things 
mectly natural, as generally underftood , then in chings 
Supernatural, ot, in Trallianus, and other ancient Phy- 
ficians, their fenfe and notion, which we have follow- 
edinthe Title, saturaltoo, but as natural is oppofed 
to rational: which things, intended for in{tances, thall 
befuch, whichI, upon grounds of reafon, as I con- 
ceive, .profefsto believe; though by many, who fuf- 
the relations, not credited, or thought impoflible, 
_ After which inftances, I fhall annex fome direétions, or 
ebfervations , with fome examples of fome things, which. 
but lately generally credited, have proved falfe, which 
Ithink may be ufeful. 
M Y firft Inftance fhall be concerning thofe men and 
women, who have been reported to have lived fome 
ears without either meat or drink : except air fhould 
accounted meat, as to Camelions, and fome other 
creatures ‘it is generally (though denied by fome, I 
know .) fuppofed to be. The truth is, that having had 
occafion fometimes, ‘not otherwife very forward to tell 
ftrange things, though never fo true, in ordinary dif- 
pork yetupon occafion, fuppofing this to be no fuch 
firange thing, becaufe I had read fo much of it, but 
might be believed ; I did once adventure, in very good 
company, 2 learned Phyfician being then prefent, to 
mention fuch athing : but I perceived it was entertain- 
édy-asathing not credible ; efpecially, after che Phyfi- 
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an, whom Idid not defire 
y belonging to his 


eian, in very deed an able m 
to oppofe ina thing more proper! 

cognizance ; had pafled his verdi@ upon it, that it could. 
not be. Yetnow, Iwillfay, upon the credit of fo many 
sood Authors, and the particular relations of fo many 
mecxamples, delivered with fo many circumfZances, where- 

‘n no miftake, or impofture can rationally be fufpected ; q 
hat Ido believe it, thar divers men, and women, but | | 
more women, than men, have lived divers years ( fome 
Mo their livesend, others for fome years only, and » 
id, y, and thes 
returned to eating ) without any bodily food, ordina Zz 
Bor extraordinary, liquid or folid. yea, I believe i Z 
m 1 believe that I my felf, with ordinary food, and Gods 
m biefling, have fo many years above 60 lived hi h é 
= BUT here, before I proceed left a ‘oan 
m mocking and fcoffing at Religion, and now 
mis fo'much in fafhion, fhoul take a 4 

recorded in th ture: 
clare in the firft 
on, true or falfe, of any man or 
or could, by any art, or ftndy ; hoe oe 
vil, think, fuch a thing nigh. by the De. 
any prejudice .to religions ied 

ting their bodies to any fuch thi miraculous fafts ) 
have read of, were fuch a. ing. But fo many, asI 
and either after fome greats 
temperament, of of of a pro- 
rly, butagainft their wills 

e want of which right inf came to this ftrange pafs 
whom loubertus doth me might make fome, 

rables to di it iront 
evidences otherwife ach 
member well, that when I believed, 

a young Student in = 
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"the Univerfity Of Oxford, I had often a book in. 
Cas we call them.) in my hands, which alfo had 


of the parry cut to thelife, which did ‘contain 


patticular relation of .one. of thefe : which, becaufe] 


mever did meet with fince, ( it. wasin one of. the Book. 


_Aellersthops, notinany Library ) Imake this mention fil 
of it here, fofarasIcan renicmber.. But divers other 
have written of it: among others, before 

whom one 
appeared, to. fhew theimpoffibility, in point of 
ture; whos bymore than one, I believe, ( for Raphal 


Mentioned, a French Phyfiaan, again 


‘Thorius, Doctor of Phyfick, may not mention 
without honour, both for his worth, and for particulx 


obligations:; lent me alittle. Fresch book in defence of 
this fubject,. which he accounced a very folid piece,»by 


which this fecret of nature came firft. to my knowledge) 


by more therefore than one, Ibelieve, but by one, wh i 


_ was molt caken notice of, Francifcus Citefius, the che 


French King, and.Caydmal Richelew’s Phyfician , a very 


learned man was an{wered : who alfo wrote the {tory oi 


ome of thefe foodlefs, orifwemayfo call them, Aerial 
Spiritual creatures, which he calls, Abffinans Con/foler 
tanea: the book Printed in Paryw, 1639. But befides 
him, Ihavealfo one, Paulus Lentulus, a learned Pro- 
feflor, hewasthen, Berne Helvetiorum, who hath wat 
gen the Hiltory of one himfelf,. and collected feveral re- 
Jations, moft. by.men of note, as Langins, Hildanu, 

and others, (.not omitting Citefins before {poken ol, 
but contracted } concerning others, not a few, in other 
Countries... Fhis book hath the atteftation and Eucom- 
sim’s of many learned men prefixed: and hach the pr 
Gture of one of themalfo ; yet I cannot believe, that « 
is: the book«1 fawin Oxford, which, as | remember, 
gave account ofone only, and was, I think, a, thicker 


book,. Truly, it would be hard, if not proudandinie 
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“nthe like cafe, faith impudent 


on the faith or judgment of fy many credible 
me of eminent fame ) of divers Narions and 


oris 
men, (fo me es the cafe indifpu- 
fions, But that which. makes the ¢ | 

Pay that fome of thefe, whofe ftory 1s exhibited, 


lent, (Saint Angn/fine, 
ro quelli 


have been long, or tong enough to find 
and obferved by Divines, Phyficians, Magt rate 
hy Maximilian the Emperor, his great care, 
cular appointment, ( whofe ftory 1s written By 
than one ) co fee, whether there could be any fraud, or 


them, might have converted, Or filenced at leatt, the 
lat molt incredylows obftinate creature in the world. their 
flomack, and bellies, whereof nature had no further 
ule. being found fo fhrank, that it was impofitble ro 
Me chink, that meat and drink could there find a recep- 
tacle, 
WAS once kindly entertained at a place, (in 
En:land, but where, or by whom, except I had rhe con- 
fent of them, to whom I profefs to owe much fefpect for 
their kindnefs, the Reader muft excufe me) where after 
I had been fome days, uponfome information concern- 
ing 4 Gentlewoman, that had fume relation to the houfe, 
though not then in the honfe, who was faid co live with- 
out meat ; made bold to ask my friend; (a noble 
Knight ) the Mafter of the houfe, what he knew of ir, 
His anfwer was, that fhe had been his houfe-keeper, 
one month, he faid, as remember, and fat at his table 
every day, ‘but had never feen her eat. This did feran 
edge upon my defire, and curioficy, to enquire further, 
This Gentlewomgn had martied ‘one of his Sons, who 
lived and kept houfe by himfelf: there alfo have I been 


kindly enrertained more than énce ) not many milés off. 
He was a Scholar, and a yér 


And befides, the very fight of fome of 


| Very ingenuous Gentleman, 
and one, whohimielf was "as curious to underffand as 


much 


Jie 
hy 
er 


muchof nature as by ordinary fludy and curi 
uriofi 
be attained. His anfwer was, fince (fom 


Of Gredulity and lncredulily, 


years, amfure ) the had been his wife, he never did 
oblerve her co eat otherwife, than that fometimes, once 


ina Week perchance, in handling of dithes, fhe 


feize haftily upon fome one bit, which her phancy more i 
than her flomack , Was tempted with, I make no qui 
ftion, batif faiehtul obfervations were duly made, which 


the Way in ancient times, of all chat hapnech extra 


ordinarily in this one Country of England, we fhoul ® 
not need be beholding to ftrangers fo much, or at leat i 
would find lefs caufe, in many things, to reje@ and con fim 
temn theirretations, as incredible and fabulous. Sure, 
Tam in moft\books that I have read, to underftand wha 
is not ordinary inthe caufe of nature ; I find Engle 
often named, where I canfind or hear of no 
man, toatteit. Inthis very particular 1am now upon, 
I hayeread of fome, I am fure, reported to have lived 
in England without either meat or drink; I know no 
how long, of whom I have read nothing in Englif> Hi 
ftories. Buti fhall not trouble my ef to find where, 
having faid enough to fatisfie them, who have not, by 


fome folemn vow or refolution,: made themfelves impe- 


metrablé to reafon. Yer, the ftory of an Englijfi-wo- 
man of maid, that lived, I think, twenty years without 
eating, written by Roger Bacon, the Reader may fin, 
if he pleafe, in the Codection before mentioned, for the 
trath whereof, though I doubt nor the poffibility, ¢x- 


cept otherwife confirmed, I will not engage. but 
whereas hedoth fetch the caufe from Heaven, or Hes 


venlymmpfuences, if he be in the right in thar, this ex 
ample will not fo properly concern us; who pretend in 
this particularto nothing, buc natural caufes. I know 
there be alfo who afcribe it to the Devil; neither willl 


deny the poffibiliry of fuch a thing. However, 


when 
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ar the bufinefs, except fome 


unnatural circum{tances, as fometimes it doth happen, 


ae erfwade to the contrary 5 much better it is to fet the 
Mm BUT toreturn to our relations : I have faid it be- 
MM fore, and{ay icagain: No man 1 think that will take 
the pains to read the books I have mentioned, with all 
the particulars which they contain, but will, what ever 
opinion he was of before, acknowledge himfelf fatished 
of the truth, as to matter of fact, As to poffibility in 
point of nacure,; 1 will not be fo peremptory, though 
I acknowledge my felf very fully fatistied, by thofe 
learned Tractates that have been fet omt about it, 
it may be. Now that any ( women moft, to whom 
this hath happened ) fhould after long ficknefs fall to 
this, and fo continue, dull, heavy, confumptive in 
their bodies, and fome without motion; and fo, after 
fome years, die’; though ftrange even fo, yet Ido not 
fee much toadmire, but that it fhould fo happen unto 
any ; who neverchelefs for fome years have continued 
frefh and vigorous, with a good colour, and without 
any abatement of flefh without, or any other notable 
alteration , and have returned in time, to eatin i 
drinking again, as other folks. as I think it ha : ner 
her, hat was kept by Maxitiilian’s order : 
I moft wonder at, and wherein we mi ae 
probability fufped a. {upernatural caufe oh hezein 
alfo, I fubmit to better judgme 
Pagina gments, and believe as they 
9, (hat ic may be, naturally, Th 
difcufled by Stennertus 
authority with me, and 
whom new difcoveries haye not fo befor : 
think-nothing tight, bue “wher efotted, as to 
| sat great Way to perfwade me. 
E (Alartelimg 


Se when natural caufes may cle 
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the King of France, when in Polonia, by menof. 


andmight eafily know the certainty, with great afleve- 


-remptorilyaffirm it, fora truth, or much trult vo it,tor 
 anevidence» as having much greater, and more wou 


— = = 


Of Gredulity and Incredulity; 
Marcellus Donatus.alfo, De Ated. mirab. lib 
42. is veryfull uponic: and hath many inftances thi | 
among therelt: acertain Pricft did live 40. years 


mn Rome with Air only, “ws by the keeping of Pope Leo, and 
divers Princes, and the Narration and T cftimeny of Here 


mol, Barbarusy:s mef certain, | 
HOW EVER, Iam not fo addi@ed to any caufe, 
that I wouldallow of any indired ways, tO maintain it 
To prove the poffibility, among other arguments and in. 
ftances,) that/ate ufed; I-thall here take notice of one, 
and what Ihave to exceptagainft it: nothence to infer 
againit the caufe it felf, anything, for which there is no 
juit reafon, ‘this being but a remote and inconfiderable 
proof, incomparifon of fo-many more pregnant anddi- 
rect evidences; bueto take this occafion, by the way, 
to thew; ‘how teftinfonies fhould be examined, before 
we yieldmuch their authority. It is alledged by 
more than.one, that there people in the North, 
about Afszfeouia, who conftantly from fuch a day in Ne 
vember, tofucha day in April following, hide in Caves 
of the Earth,: and continue all that time without any 
food, buvfleep. Now thar was averr’d to Henry 


Srearequalicy, who lived in, or about thofe Countries, 


ration’; this indved,.Ibelieve, and is of great weight 
with me, (though Iwonld not, upon no greater evi-_ 
dence, prefsy' or perfwadeany other ) to work fome- 
what cowards abelicf,  Sennertus, I find; dares not pe 


derfal things; which no. man, Ire faith, cdn queftion, 
prove the poflibiliry ofliving, withouveating, or drink- 
Yeticdoth appear by his words, though he feared 
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asa fable; yerithat himfelf did much more to 
lieve it, than mot. And there be other re 
hofe Nosthern. people, believed, I fecy by tun y 
crave ad léarned men which, to be compared, might 
feem ever i whit as ftrange and incredible. But becaute 
do nor make it my byfinefs here, to undertake for the 
rruch of.ir, .as-befere profelled, nor have any, iten- 
tion to entertain my Reader with ftrange relatsons; 
more than thai be neceflary to' my principal,.end, I 
fhall willingly forbear them; or referve them to ano- 
ther place, That which Dhave to except in the relation 
of this ftoxy i8;: that two Aushors are named, 
and Sigs (mundus Baro, in Hle- 
beirften, in.itineratio: ascwofeveral Authors, and two 
fevera} ceftimonies ; whereas if we examine thofe Au- 
thors, they will appear in this, but one, not only by 


almott che fyme,\\in both s, bur alfo by Guaguinns, who 
at thesendi of Deferiptiony. doth make honourable 
mention,of whereby it, doth appear that 
he hadtead:him, and borrowed of him. But, .what is 
worle, upomfurther examination, it will appear, that 
this Sigt(mundves saro, {ath no-fach thins avail, himfelf, 
burharch thac paflage verbatim, out of aa Jtimenarie of a 
namelefs Author, written in, the : 
tran{lased, or part of it, by, himfelf, and inferted in his 
OWN Commentaries: and moreover, that he with 
all poffible diligence. ( as Meprote eth, Page 89. of the 


mutis, andother, morientibus G revivifcenti- 
* 5 thofe fleepers in Caves of the Earth before f poken 
he could never meet with any, chat 
ay he iad feen je hinfelf,. but only heardit. from 
ets: and. therefore faith he, ( Ue aliss ampliorem 
querendi praberem ) to the end, that others 


the words, whieh they borrow the one from. the other ; . 


Antwerp Edition, Anno Dom. 1557.) inquired of thofe * 
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56 Of Credulity and Incredulity, 
might further enquire, not as believing it himfelf > 
commending it to others foratruth ; he was willing to 
let them know, what he hadfound in the Itinerary, Xe 
is almolt incredible, whata wrong to truth this man. 
her of citing of witnefles and teftimonies hath been in 
ailages, when three or four, fometimes four or fve 
or more, are cited, as feveral witfefles, who upon 
examination, prove but one, and perchance, not fo 
much asone, good, or-lear witnefs, But I have done @ 
with my ‘firft inftance or example: which concerned 
things matural, as ordinarily taken, and though ftore 
of fuchofer themfelves tome, yet, becaufe I have ree 
fon to make what haft I can, being every day, by much 
weaknefs fummoned, or put in mind, I will proceed 
to inftances 40 things [uptrnatural, which will better ft 
my defign. | 


IMY fecond inftance therefore thal! be out of Seneca, 


who in hisfourth book of Natural Dueftions, which doth 
treat of Sxcw, Hailand Rain : in his {ixth Chapter, re- 
dates rather as atale, thana truth, ( fohe doth profefs, 


‘at the beginning ) what he found recorded, and believed 


byfomeothers;, towit, that there were men in fome 
places, who by obferving of the clouds, were able and 


skilful to forefee and foretel, whena ftorm of Hail was 


approaching, .Cleonis was the place, by him named; 
which was then the name of more placesthan one: but 


_ by what he faith of ir, it fhould be a Town of the Pele 


ponnefis (now ~Morea,under fhe Turk ) of no very great 
fame, or fame, But.ic feems, whether by the nature of 


the Climat, or fomewhat elfe, natural or fupernatural ; 


very fabje& to ftorms of Hail, by which the fruits of the 
ground very commonly deftroyed. It did fo trouble 
them, that after many endeavours, it fhould feem, to 
their lofs, they at lat founda ftrange remedy. 


irft, it muft be believed, according to the relation, 
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‘li er vation of the,clouds and: other tem- 
ee" ome og fuch ftorms, which, to their great 
men had attained to that skill, that they cou f li 
aid before, foretela ftorm, Ofthefemen, 

chofen and appointed, as publick officers, (t yong 
called thatis, objervers of sht Hail) give 
warfling to the people, who upon chat warning 
ften to kill, fome a‘Lamb, others, according to their 
abilities, Pulm’: fome young thing or other: proba- 
bly, achick: thebloud whereof was offered, as a Sa- 
crifice.. But ifany werefo poor, or by chance, fo de- 
ftitute at thattime, that he had fleither agnum or pul- 
lum: why, then his way was to prick one ot his fingers 
with fome bodkin, or writing -{teel (asthe fafhion was 
then) chat hada good point, and that bloud was ac. 
cepted for other ; andfo the ftorm certainly diverted, 

In the relation of this, Seneca doth ule fome m 

words, which have deceived many, ( which hath made 
- me the more willing to take them into confideration ) as 
though: it were far from him, to believe fuch an abfurd 
andimpoflible thing, Grant, faith he, ehere were (uch 
men, that could forefee and foretel a {term : What relation 
bave the clouds to bloud ;. or, bow can {uch a little quantity 
of bloud, as a Chicken, or aprickt-finger can afford, fo (wa- 
| deny penetrate (0 bivh, as ob: skies, to work (uch an eff 2 
Yet if a man doth well obferve his words, it will appear, 
that Seneca did more incline himfelf to believe it,*and fo 
doth propofe it to us, rather as a thing true, than 
| otherwife. For after he had faid, that men in the 
examination of the caufe, were divided . fome, as 
ane very wife men ( that,is his word ) 
m olutely denying , thar any fuch thing could. be, 
4 at ye fhould covenant with the Snow, and with 
Hall’ prefents Pacifi€ tempefts, ( though, faith 
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58 


he, Itis well known, that the Gods themfelves are over. 


come With gifts: for, to what endelfe, are all their 
ces?) Others thinking; that was in bloud 
rally, fome kind of efficacy to repel; andaverta cloud: 
hedoth further add, what he knew would be objected 
by others; but how can, info little bloud, be fo great. 


force, as to piércerhe clouds, and to make them fenfible 


of its power ? Afterthis, knowing, ‘and tacitly grotind- 
ing, there was no arguing the poflibilicy of a thing by 
ca 


reafon, againft certain evidence ; for which in this 


there was fo mich to be faid: How mach more fafes and 
ready wouldit be, ( faithhe ) barely to fay, It lye; 
anarrant lye; it canmebe, And then goon: Burat 
Cleonis, they were wont to punifh them feverely; who 
had charge toprevent the tempett, af through their neg- 
ligence, cither their Vines, or their Corn had futfered. 
one X11. Tables alfa, (the old ‘Roman-law) there wa 


ala againftthem, who foould by any kind of inchantment, 


burt; or deftroy other mens Corn, To what end all this; 
think we, but to makeirappear, that if evidence would 


-¢€arryit, there was enough to perfwadeus, the reporvof 


Cleenis was trueenoughs Yet after all this, fearinghe 
had gone too far, to expofe himfelf to the /udibrium, 
derifion of thofe fapientiffimi, or Wonderful wife men; 
whowould believe nothing to be true; (the clear pros 
fellion of the Epicureans of thofe days’) the caufe where- 
ofthey could not underftand, to make fome amends, 
he end$ his difcourfe in the reproof, as it were, of rude 
antiquity, chat could believe fuch things, 


ghar there were Charms or Spells for the Rain, to 


oaired, or put back: which, faith he, is fo ‘clearly 
offible, that we need not go to Philofophers, 


‘know their opinion. — 
9 ’ g, whether I be in the right, 


S-for Senéca’s meanin 
; h concerned; Tet 


of ink my felmac 
om, Ifhall not think my 
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every min afer diligent perufing of his words, judge ‘m 
he pleafeth. Though this more, to make my ster 
eration ofhis words, more probable, | have to fay, 
chat it doth appear by other places, how fearful he was 
to utter any thing in this kind, that was not generally 
believed, though himfelf, in all probability, made little 
or noqueftion of the truth. See but immediately be- 
fore, how tenderly he doth propofe, and not without 
an Apology for himtelf, left he misht be thought ferioufly 
to beliéve it, ( which alfo madé fo fearful, though 
himfelfan eye-witnels, to write it ) that the Northern 
Seas are wont to freez, or to congeal, in the Winter- 
time. Letalfo Péiny’s words be confidered, concerning 
this very thing ; noc che place, bue the thing There be 
Spells againft Hail, faith he, and Difeafes, and ( ambu- 
fia, which healfo calls, ambuftioncs . that is, ) 
burvinzs : fome of whith have been tried: ( or, by expe- 
rience, approved true) Sed prodendo, obftat ingens vere- 
cundia: that is, but to fet down particularly, a 
vellons foame ( orfear ) doth binder me, as well knowing 
the different opsatons of men. Let every man therefore 
think. of thefexthings, as himfelf pleafeth. So Pliny 
whereby doth appear, that he turft not freak 
thought, and believed, left he fhould undergo the re- 
proach ( thofe woxderful wife E picureans Plinyhimfelf, 
a Great favourer of their S44: being 
and in great credit in thofe times ) of Ap i. 
But, asl faid before. let Seneca’ 
will, *as tothe thingit fell, though Lavill 
forthe truth of it, accordi 
Ns to every ciscumftance. of 


partly bscaufe I never faw the Records 
ity my felt, which haply Seneca cand 
Plutarch, who doth mention hofe 
Or obfervers of Hail, déth not name atiy 
and initead of the bloud of a. Lamsbor Chick, doth 
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“Mention another kind of bloud : yer 
smpoffidility in the relation, but 
true . fo far I dare undertake, and I hope to mainte 
good. Neither will it appear incredible to any man 
Who inftead of a natural, will but allow us a fupernatye 
vaicaufe. But firft lecus fee what we can fay,. for the 
truth, or probability of the fait: or thing ; and then ‘et 
the'Reader judge, what may probably be the 
feémech chart very anciently, fuch an opinion hath been 
among men, Romans Grectans, that by fome Me 
Sick Or fupernatural art, ( for the Devil was nor fo well 

_ Known, inthofe days, though Demons, which was an 

ambiguous word, as elfewhere I have fhewed, were) 
firange things might be wrought, .as in. the air, fo up- 
onthe land. co fusther or hinder the fruits of the Earth, 

Emspedecies, anciently, a notorious Magician, became 

» very famous for his skillin that kind, ever fince he help- 

ed the Athenians, when by unfeafonable winds, all their 
Gorn was like to mifcarry; as Laertivs, and others, 

' bear witnefs : from whichtime and thing, he got the 
title Of Or wind-ftiller, Among other things, 
it was very generally believed, chat Wérches and Atagici- 

ans bad'a power, Or an@frt, to transfer both the crop 

- and fertiliry of one field to another. AMiffes bac atque 

slac transferunt dirt tempeft abibwus, omne[que fi 
pancorum improbitas capst ; faith the Author of that Po- 
Or, Comedy, ancient and elegant, commonly called 
werclas: quite different from that in Plautus. | And 

ibulinsiong before, to the fame purpofe, Cantus 
wis fruges traducit ab agri, One Caius Furius' Crefinus, 
4 Roman of a meanfortune, whofe grounds were obier- 
yedto thrive fo beyond meafure, that he did reap more 
ex agello, ora little field, than his rich neighbours did, 
offandry large ones, was accufed, that he did fruges 


alicnas pellicere veneficiis , thatis, that by witchcraft iss 
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vob other grounds, to enrich bis own, Ic came toa ttt 
x but he oa of with great honour. ‘Péimy is my 
Author, 
BUT, bytheway, itwill, I hope, be no digrefit- 
on, to take notice of another ftory of his, which will 
not be impertinent to our prefent {courfe, concerning 
this anciently believed tranflation of the fruits of the 
Earth, from one ground to another , and very pertinent 
toour main fubjet, of Credulity and Incredulity, of 
which Péiny doth afford more examples, than any other 
Author know, andis very often wronged, and cenfu- 
red by men, through Incredulity, grounded upon igno- 
rance, Many fabulous relations he hath, I know, irom 
all kindof Authors, which himfelf made no other ac- 
count of, for the moft part. Nay, I am fure, hedorh 
fometimes reje& that for fabulous, which upon better 
confideration, will appear true enough. We may there- 
fore thinkour felves beholding to him for the knowledge 
of many true things, which, if becaufe accounted b 
him fabulous, he had taken no notice of in his Obferva- 
tions ; we had never known, But, however thofe 
things may prove, or be judged, which he had from 
others ; it can hardly be {hewed ' that he records a 
thing of his own time, or upon his own knowledge “ 
can be proved a lye: & it is well known,that ae fa 
of greatwealth, and dignity, wilfull d will; 
did adventure his life (and loft it he 
venture ) the better to learn the truth 
to difcover the caufe of fome fra and, 1 poflible, 
was he addi@ed to the ftudy of ma things : So heartily 
more unlikely, he would wilful 
fo much wrong, as to violat 
eand defile it ( willingly and 


wittingly ) with fabulous narrari 

) with: ations, B 

credita funt:) A predigie beyond all 


prodzics, 
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ceived, if Geneva, ‘whi 
felted 
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‘edigics, that ever were belie 
aS a true ftory. In oh 
happened that a whole Olive-4 faith, ie 
ive-field was transferred 
tothe other fide of the high way, and’th 
ploughed ground, that ftood before in th 
fet in the room. . He doth not afetibe 
alter him as Lrdovicus Vives by nam 
one, It is*much more likely, that 
(asI think very reafonable to believe ) by fome fea 
Earthquake, or mtotion of the sround, in thofe arts 
occafioned by fubterraneous winds, and vapours W ho 
hath not heard of Trees, and Rivers, removed from 
_ their proper place, and placed elfewhere, by Earch- 
quakes > But if any be fo incredulous, as not to belfeve 
Pliny in this: whatwillthey fay to AZachiavil, an Hi- 
ftorian without exception, chat I know of, whatever hig 
religion was . who tells us of a ftorm in /ta/y# by which 
befides many otlier wonders, (*1 have not the original 
Italian) Titta, que templis inadificata erant: the roofs 
of Churches, ( he names two ) integra compagine ultra 
millidre inde confedere: were removed whole and 
above an Tralian mile: 1.6.p.3478. He doth indeed 
feave it free tothe Reader, whether he will impute this 
dtrange accident to a natural or fupernatural caufe ; and 
tous, and our purpofe, whether zataral or fupernatu- 
yal, indifferent. So mucho give fome light co chat 
part of Seneca, that mefitioneth, according to the phrafe 
of the X//. Tables, the inchanring of grounds, or fruits 


ofthe ground. 
NOW to rewrn-where we begun, Extraordinary 


flormsof Hail. very prejudicial to the fruits of the 
Earth, which feemed fupernatural , in thefe days Seneca 


fpeaketh of happening very frequently : (lam much de- 
chin Calvins time was much in- 
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in things N4TURAL.. 
merly known fuch 
felted with Witches, og for ores to fuch, as 
dents ) Country. people hey were taught 
diddeal in thofe thingss by waom WERE 
Ricesand Sacrifices , 28 allo Spel/s an C 
coved very helpful, and therefore ufed very irequently 
PRONE ry 7 did write of agricultare, OF, 
Info much, as they that ait 
De re rujtica in thofe days, did not think they 
chemfelves of what they promifed fufficiently, af 
thefe things; as particularly may appear by Columella, 
| ( notto mention others ) not inferior unto any Ux 
hath written ofthat fubject, eher ancient or late, am 
his Tenth book, whereof he hath fome receipts, nor 
much unlike this in Seneca. Certain it is, that Spells 
and (harms were in fuch credit .in thofe days for fuch 
ufes, that even Conftantine theGreat, a Chriftian Etpe- 
ror, when he made Laws againit sachantments, he doth 
except thofe, that were for the préfervation of the fruits 
ofthe Earth, andthofe that were made, or ufed againft 
Hail, particularly : Cod. 1. ortit. 18. infcribed, De 
leficis, Mathematicis ; which, according to the ftile 
ofthofe days, was as much as.mage. In the fourth 
Chapter, or Paragraph, De magia, thefe words are 
Nullis vero criminatiombwus implicanda fant remedia, bnu-. 
MANUS a Cor porsbus, aut in agreftibus locis, intocenter 
adhivita {nfragia: (Some might by that word per- 
chance, underitand Ecclefiaftical prayers but hereof 
Magical Spells and Charms, muft be undete 
ood, which he doth excufe only, for the good that 


they do xe maturis vindemiss metuerentur imbres, aut 
venti, 


yentt, grandinifaue lapidatione quatereatur: auibus 
Cujnfquam falus aut étimatie 


ur, [cd quorum profi- 
5 hominum fler= 
not need to Englith this, Be 
it is already exprefled, Neither 
Conftantines for it was renewed 


by 


cerent atius, ne divinammnera, labore 
nertntur, think I fhall no 
caufe the fubftance of 


this Law die with 
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by fome Emperors after him, though at laft, asit well 


any fuch thing thould ever be allowed in any place. tha 
pretends to Chriftianity For befides that mutt 


evil that good may come of it. where fuch wicked 


Ctiges are fuffered, though fome prefent benefit may be 
Beaped forawhile, yer the curfe of God will be found, 
Sooner or later, to light upon the place; and for fome 


"Benefit, unjuftlypurchafed, mafy mifchiefs, (if not ut 


fer deftruction, through Gods judgment ) will en. 
due. _ However, thatthe opinion of mifchief, done by 
Witches and Magicians, by ftorms of Hail particularly, 


did continue long after Conftantine’s law was repealed, 


may,appear by laws madeagainft them in after ages : as 


particularly by Lodovicws, King of France, and Emperor | 


Of Germaxy, his Additions tothe Capitula made Dy hin, 
and his father Chas/es the Great, Add, II.c. 18.de diver 
fit malorum (fo printed, but AZagorwm certainly is the 


wight ) flagitss. 


I THINK by this that hath been faid, it will mot 


ftrange, that any Town, in thofe. Heathenifh 
times, fhould have fuch officers, as from their office 
thould be called or Hail obfervers: efpeci- 


mee ally, when Seneca doth ina manner appeal to publick 


records. But that fuch a device, the bloud of a Lamb, 
Ofa Chick, or a prickt-finger, fhould have fuch operati- 
Om, prevent the danger; may-be a wonder indeed, 


an incredible thing to them that do not know, or be- 
lieve there be fuch creatures, as Devils and Spérsrs in 
the world; whofe delight is, to abufe mankind with 
Wich fopperies, that whilett men aicribes the efficacy to 
Seetome outward things, they may lefs fufpect themfelves,. 


Or be fufpected by others, to work by unlawful means, 
and getanill name, ifno other punifhment for it. 


GE BON ARD Vair, inhis book of Charms, hack 


deferved, repealed and abrogated. And God forbid: 
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aces, very well 
known to it may be fure ) which 
indignation, ( 1m le will drive Grafhop- 
cuftom is ; when Country-people W! 
wrer for juage, an 
of the Vermin, the other of 
which folemnly performed, at lait, fentence © 
munication is pronounced againit the Vermin. 
Devil, by his inftruments, Conjsrers and Settarses, 
éndeavour to bring the moft folemn Ceremonies of the 
Church, even the Sacraments ( whereof examples in_ 
books of this argument are very obvious ) into contempt. 
Vair doth not tellus, with what fuccefs: but by what 
we fhalf obferve in due place, as occafion doch offer it 
felf, the Reader will yield it very probable, that it is 
not, fometimes at lealt, without fuccefs, and how little 
reafon any man hath to be feandalized .at fuch things, 
fhall be fully argued, before weendthis firft part. But. 
it would pleafe fome, better perchance, co hear of fome- 
what meerly natural, that fhouldhave, or be reported 
to have the fame effect, which we afcribe to the power 
of Devils and Spirits. Ihavefome Authors for it, but 
believe it who will, ( though I profefs to believe much 
of the vertues of Plants and Minerals, if Coral may be 
reckoned among them ) that red Corals-have the fame 
property : and that in Germany, many husbandmen, up- 
on approved experience, will after fowing, here and 
there, butefpecially in the borders of their srounds, 
{catter fome little broken pieces of red Coral, and by 
that means preferve their own from all hurt, when cheir 
neighbours grounds, round about, are much annoyed 
by the violence of either Hail or Thunder, 
Author, as 1 take it > 18 a German himfelf: he 
mighe 


66 Of Grédulity and Incredulity; | 
might eafily have known the truth. He makes himflt i 
peregrinator, co fatishe hisCuriofity, or improve 
his knowle ge in wateral things. Sucha thing as this 
me-thinks, had-he had any hopes to find it true, might 
have been worth his labour, though he had rode. many 
miles, and he might have had the thanks and bleflings of BM 
manyforfucha difcovery, had it been certain. This 
makes me very much to fufpe, if not affirm, itis 
butatale. Ihave readof women too, fomewhere, who 
upon fuch occafions, ufe tocaftup falc inthe air, whid § 
is more probable : but with what fuccefs, or upon wha & 
ground, I can give no account. | 
BUT ifafter all this, not yet fully fatisfied with fuch 
inftances, as the old known world hath afforded, we 
will take the pains, to fearch the Records of the new & 
world, there we fhall meet with Seneca’s cafe very pur 
Gtually ; the blond of men offered unto Devils ( their i 
Gods ) to preferve their Corn, and other fruits, from i 
Hail-ftorms, and Tempefts. Witnefs Petrus Martyr 
Mediclanenfis, De Infulis nuper invents, whofe telt- 
mony, not to feek further, we may reft upon, as a very & 
credible witnefs, 
BUT to proceed, and fo to end this particular, which § 
Seneca gave us the occafion of; That Devils can raile 
ftorms and tempefts ( if God permit ) by their own Ppo- 
wer and skill, when they pleafe; they that believe the 
Hiftory of fob, willmake no great queftion: andif 
Devils ; witches alfo by his power ; as all that have writ 
ten of Witches, who believe there be fuch, averr,and give 
many inftances. As for rain, mentioned by Seneca, 
(though his. words found otherwife to me, than to any 
bywhom find him quoted: let the Reader judge by 
1: what I have faid of it before ) as, rhe dotaze of antiquity; 
as of Hajl, fo of Rain, I find none that have written 0 


7 Witches, and believe them, but determine it —F 
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he power of that alfo, God per- 


mitting, when he will. To pafs by ordinary inftances : 
Dion Caffins, a very ferious Hiftorian, hath a relation 
of plenty of rain, “in time of greateft neceflity, by which 
a Roman Army, wasas it were, miraculoufly preferved ; 
procured by Afagick. Which, with Baronins, I fhould 
‘nableto believe to have been done by the 


be very inclina 


prayers of Chriftians, as under Aurelius Antoninus , ac- 


knowledged even b Heathen writers ; it once happen- 
ed: Butthat the will not, I doubt, agree 
Chriftianity was not fo ancient in thofe parts, 1 believe. 
a ao now gone through all the particulars of Sene- 
elation : 1 fhalf only add, I do not believe, thae 
Cleona ( for the word is differently written ) by the fei- 
tuation of the place, was more fubjeét to Ha‘/, thanan 
other place; but the Devs! by fome chance of o sie 
nity having once got this fuperftition there eftablithed 
e would be {ure they fhould not want occafion to - 
nue it, which muft be, by frequent Hail threa da 
probably he did fo order it, of purpofe, in ae al Fre 
they might eafily fee, without an Co 
when wer y Conjuring for ir, 
IN the nex | 
things, that concerned his main 
ofa Magician yet for folie ign, to make a God, 
falfe, now approved y def 
read Send he , W ervins to 
his conceit, or Comment’‘upon the reliti 
Kelationis this, how Apollonius being in Pri aa 
Domitian’s command, and ont of his | 
mis that attended him, began be 
and doubtfui of the iffue Wher ¢ much ont of, heart, 
vive him, thewed ‘him hig ereupon Apollonius, to re- 
his own‘ accord he — it, loofe, and free; 
into the fetters, or 
{tocks 


ly, that che Devil hath t 
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that furely, becaufe he did it with fuch eafe, without 
any previous prayer Or facrifice, that he muft be more than 
aman. Now, that this might probably be done by 
Apollonius, we may believe, Bert he did much moreaf- 

terwards, which by Chriftian Fathers, and Hyfforianss 


ftocks ( ) again, Whereupon Damis doth: infer 


acknowledged, when being brought out of prifon, 
criminal, to the Court-ba/, or place of Judgment; 


Domitian being prefent, he vanithed out of fight, ani § 


was at the fametime feen far from rhe place, but notin im 


prifonany more. Therelationthen admitted, or {up. 
poled: what is Philoftratus his defcant upon it? Th 
fompler fort, faith he, afcribe fuch things vines, 


Witcheraft or Magick: 2 aur is muna vir 


thatis, (notasthe Latin interpreter, though not mud 
amils to the fenfe, Qs ad plurimas rerum humanarumpw & 
ficere arbitrantur ) and jo they judge of many other thing, 
that bappenin the World among men. He. goes on: The 
publich wreftlers and fencers, out of avreedine/s to be vi- 
horious, they bave a recourfe unto thu: (witchcraft or 
Magick ) but the truths, they are not at all the better 
for it, when they have done. butif by chance ( Or provi 
dence: ¥m w'xu, fois the word often taken, as I have 
fhewed elfewhere by fome examples, to which many 
more may be added ) chey happen to prevail, wretched mun 
( ) bereaving themfelves of the praife, afcribe 


gttothearts, Andin cafe they be worfted, ( opar: 


what that #0, makes here, I do not underftand: 
till fome body tell me, I fhall make bold to read, 
dmsion “Agpor or "Es yelp 70 
get will they not miftrnft the art. Fool, will they fay: 
for had L but offered (uch a facrifice, or burnt [uch incenf', 
L could not have miffed of the vittory. And fo he goes on, 
chat it isfo with Aferchants and Lovers: and how they 


fuffer themfelves to be cheated by thefe Sophifters, 3 
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hor, may: 
em, They that will read this Aut 
Greek Text, asnow printed. wifh y 
undertaken the of it, in my time ; «they mig he 
have had it more correct and intelligible, in many P * 
ces, thanitis, in any Edition I have feen. Bur, tothe 
bufnefs. He would not have it thought, that Spells and 
Charms can do any thing: there was a reafon for it. He 
knew, Apollonius did deal in fuch things, as could noc 
be afcribedto natural caufes: fo that he could not avoid 


B the fufpition of a Magician, it there were any fuch thing 


as Magick, Now, ifonce sranted, that all, who pre- 
tended to fuch things, were but impoffors, and could do 
nothing, really; then ic muft of neceflity follow, thac 
Apollonius, whathe did, did by the finger of God, and 
was a divine man. Though we deny nor, but there 
have always been, andarenow, in England, I believe, 
nota few ; Londen efpecially ; A4for/sms, and others, 
who havea way to cheat andabufe filly people, ( whe- 
ther rich or poor, I call them fo, that are fo eafily 
caught ) making them believe, they can do great 
things, whereas, in very deed, all they do, ( excepe 
they deal by the Devil, a8 Apollonins did ) is but cozen- 
age and delufion : yet this difcourfe of Philoftrates not- 
withftanding, ifwe fearch the Records, of Antiquity, 
wefhall find, that in thofedays, and before, as it was 
very Ordinary for them, who did ftrive for victories 
publickly, either in the Cinews, by racing, or any way 


elfe, by any kind of game or exercife; to apply them- 


lelves to Witches and (Mauicians, thateby their help 
they might be fure’ of the same, fo, not unufual alfo, 
for men to prevail, by thofearts. Which gave occafion. 
Conftant law, De maleficis comp? chendendis . where 
carned Gorhofred his note is; Agitatores equorum ple- 
rigar, thatis, horfe-racers of thofe times, by 
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magical arts, at times, did hinder their adver [aries bores, 


and made their own [w-frer, as Sr. Jerome in the life f 


St, Hilarion; Arnobius, contra Gentes, and Cafiio- 


dore in the third of bus Varia, bear witne/s. §o he, We 


Shall have a proper place afterwards, to confider of 


St. Jeromes words here cited, which are very pregnant, 


and appoficeto prove the thing, but otherwife, might fm 
caufe furcher doubt and wonder, and therefore Bes. 


be pafled over infilence. But befides thofe quoted by 
Gothofred, there be others of as great, or greater anti 
quity, and authority, that bear witnefs to the fam 
truth. Ammianus Macellinus, inhis 26. Hiftory, doth 
record, that one Hilarins, a horfe-racer, was put to 


death by Apronianus, then'Governour of Rome, aman, i 


hefaith, of equal integrity and feverity ; for being 


victted, to have fent his fon to a Magician, to be taught 
by him, (/ceretiora quadam lecibus interditta ) certain 
feeret Spells and Charms (fol take it) by which withom & 


any mans knowledge, he might be affifted, and enabled to 
compa/s his défires, inthe way of bis profeffion. St. Au- 
guftine alfo writeth of himfelf, that at a time, -when he 
prepared to make a party in a finging-prize or match, 


upon the Theater, (not then, a Prieft, or in Orders, @ 


you may be fure) an arufpex (or Magician: fo taken 
fometimes ) offeredhim for a good reward, to make 
him w:étor: which he profeffeth he did abhor, and de. 
teft. But Imuftnot conceal fromthe Reader, that G« 
len whofe judgment, infuchqcafe, muft needs be very 


confiderable, feems to deride fuch things, and particu- 


larly, chat by fiteh devices any man fhould be enabled, 
( pap xj pron, as pudty 
Gc.) to confound his enemy, 

ACotres and places of Fudicature, and to flop their 
menths, that they foall not be able to fpeak, He doth in- 
deed » butthen it was, when in general he denied all 
| Magical 
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© ccounted the wonder of his age, 
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operations, and, as a rational 
Magical ot which profeffion he was 
al he thoughe himifelf 
n 
more than one place, 
pal man. Yet che fame manafter- 
wards, upon further experience, and Dettct 
on, fearing alfo ( probably ) the reproach and derition 
of men, for his ob{tinate smcredmilsty, did nobly recant, 
and acknowledge his error, as we fhall fhew after- 
wards, 
BUT to goonas we began: we read befides, that 
at the O/ympick, games, the greatelt and mott folemn 
conflux of mankind, that hath been known, either be- 
fore or fince, and che records whereof, were accounted ’ 
moft authentick ; a certain AZ‘/efan of known valour or 
ability, being co wreftle withan Epbefian, he could do 
nothing, becaufe the Ephefan had about him, 
use, that is, certain Spells or Charms, fo called, The 
Ephefian letters: which being fufpected, and taken from 
him, he was thrown by his adverfary, no lefs than thir- 
ty times. So Exftathias uponthe 19. Odiffic.  Suidas 
hatlfthe fame relation, butthere, the Text both; and 
the Tranflation had need to be corrected: a little will 
do it, ( Tet for.terdearre ) that fenfe may be made 
of it, That there be, even now, Spells and Charms, 
when God is pleafed to give way, ( which in all things, 
wrought bythe Devil, muft always be underftoed ) to 
make men invalzerable, no man, I think, upon the at- 
teltation of fo many creditable witneffes, can rationally 


douot, Learned Scxnertus, inhis book De vulweribus, 


begins his 24. Chapter thus + Cum nihil hodie, &c. that 
1S, Whereas there is notbing more ordinary, now adays, 
among Souldsers, than by certain Pentacula, and Seats, 
and Charakers, to fence themlelves, and to make. them- 
F 4. felves 


th, 

10- 

of 
nt, 
she 
Ot 
by 
ne 
ith 
t0 
ht 

‘ 


Credulity and Incredulity, 
felves inviolable againft all kind of ar 
body that knew any thing of the world, would mal’ 
queftion of the truth of it, that omitting that difquifiti. iii 
on, as needlefs and-ridiculous, he prefently falls upon iim 
that, whereof only hethought queftion could be made: i 
An liceat Chriftiano, Whether it be lawful for aChri- 
flian by certain Amulets, or Seals, faftned to the body, 
the like, to make bhimfelf inviolable to any kind of arm, 
Some take uponthem to limit, how far the Devils po- 
wer, in point of reafon, may extend in this kind; asl & 
remember a learned man doth, who hath written the lif 
Of CMonfieur de la Nove, a French Gentleman of grea & 
» fame. So doth Sennertis too ; ‘he tells of many particu & 
lar cafes, for which no reafon can be given, but expe- 
rience . wherein, and whereby the power of thofe Spells 
Gs eluded or fruftrated. “But 1 think the crueft limicat:- 
on, is, fo far as Godwill permit, or give leave. For! 
doubt not, but the Devilcan do much more, as he isa 
Spirit, by his own skill and power, than to prefervea 
fingle man, even from Canon-fhor. It is much more 
ftrange, which yet I believe crue, that whole Armies of 
men, (God then, not’without good caufe certainly, 
permitting ) have been defeated by his power, as by te- 
yeral Hiftorians and others, the relation whereof, be 
caufe obvious enough, I fhall here omit, is averred: 
and fome others made victorious as ftrangely: in all 
which things, though fet on work by men alfo, I look 
noon ‘him, but as Gods executioner , without whole 
leave and permiffion, whatever his power be, by his na- 
eure, he cannot hurt che meaneft man. They that defire 
to be fucther facisiediin this particular, may read Deine, 
che Jefuite, if theypleafe, in his Adayseal 
Yer ft wilf not fay, that-l believe every. thing, that he 
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‘nos extend much further than mine: but I would. 
ce quality of his witnefles well confidered , and if 

they will not they do.) avail to a certainty 
® this point, there be others that may be confulced, 
whom no man, that I know, hath gone about tocontra- 
di, or challenged of falfhood, except it be an the way 
of thofe incredulous wife men, of whom Semca {peaketh, _ 
( Mendacinm eft: fabula.eft le: itu ale. 
will not believe it, But I name him before any other, 
becaufe every where to be had. 

I HAVE already gone further than] needed, to 
make Sood my cenfure of Philoftratus, or Damis, in 
Philoftratus, his falfe and deceitful judgment, concern- 
ing the power of Aagick , to offend, or to defend, in 
feveral cafes, which hath occafioned us, all chis dif 
courfe, The Reader Ihope will acknowledge himfelf 


fatisfied, thathe was in the-wrong, if he did think fo 
really.. 


At is not Photins, that is the Author of the tale. he fai 
nothing of jt but Olympiodorsts, barely ; whofe 


other Authors, only eranferibe 


Pins,Goveraor of it under 
the Ifland was srievoully ann 


Mets 

any 

Ke a 

iti. 

pon 

des 

s 

2 NOW as Thave hitherto argued againit Ixcredulity, 

: in this particular ; fo will Lalfo sive tome examples of 

; too Much Credulity, inthe fame Dulinefs, as L conceive, 
and why I think fo. A learned man that hath written, 
De Idololatriz Magica Photius, faith he, im Oly mpio- 
doro narrat. No. nor fo. al 
eaorus? Vhat in Roeviam, over asainit Stcily, 
there Was a Mayscr-Statue, Or a Statue made by Art- 
Magick, to avert the burnings Of Mount tea in Sici- 
ly, and to keep the Iflands from’ the invafion of barba- 
rous Nations - by one 

thsthofe burnings, 
and 
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and the Barbares. As much is faid by the {fam 
e Au 
of three other Statues, to fecure she Empire fom 
eruption of the Barbares, That the {aid learned man ie 
ave fomecredit to this, as that fuch Statues were made. 
and that they were effetual to that end, may be gather. fm 
ed byhis words. Poftes Diabolus, Gc. But 1 will no 
, Much ftand upon that: it may be he did not intend it 
Before I pafs my judgment, concerning the thing, asto 
the efficacy offuch Statues: I mult acknowledge, tha 
Teafily grant, that fuch Statues made by Art Magick, 
and to fuch ends, have been anciently. For befides 
what is here related by Olympiodorus Gregorins Tur 
wenfis, Bithop of the fame Town, in his Hiftory, /id.8, 
Cap. 33. where he defcribes a general conflagration of 
the City of Paris, (but sot comparable ro that of the 
City of London, of frefh and horrible memory ) which § 
happened in his time , at the end of that Chapter, he & 
hath thefe words, Aiebant banc arbem confecratam fu- 


autiqnitus, &c. that is, It Was reported, that thi 


= 
y 


Town bad formerly been confecrated, that no fire foould pre- 
wailin it, no ferpent, no glis, (a Dormoufe properly; 
but I take it here for aRat; I have fome reafon for it; 
but I will not ftand upon it ) fhould be feen. But now late 
dy, When aVault belonging tothe Bridge, was cleanfed, and 
the fullage, that filled it was carried away; a brafs Ser 
pent, and a brafs Rat Were foundin it: which being taken 
away, both Serpents and Rats, without number, have ap 
ared: neither hath it been free from the violence of firt. 
So he befides: Leo Africanus in his Ninth book, of che 
defcription of Africa, where he treats of the River Ne 
dus, Qut of ancient writers of thofe parts, doth relate, 
that in fucha year of the Hegira, fuch and fuch being 
Governours; there was inthe rubbifh of an 
Temple, founda Statue of Lead, of the bignels ( - | 
form, Ifuppofe ) of a Crocodile,» graven with By 
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BE phick letters, and by certain conftellations contrived 
againit Crocodiles, which being broken in pieces by 
command of the Governour, Crocodiles ro. lay 
wait for men, But again: the Author of the Geogra- 
- phy, commonly known by the name of Geographia Na- 
ienfis, in high credit with all men, that are ftudious of 
: the Arabick-tongue, an his fifch part of thethird Climat, 
0 ie ( for fo he doth divide his book ) Of the Country Hems, 
faith he, the Aderropolitan Town is Hems, ( whether 
Emiffa or Hemefa,of theAncients,i am not now at leifure 
to-confider ) which by witchcraft and inchanrment is fer- 
ced, or Scorpions can have A 
in cafe any be brought to the Gates ; 
Then he tells us hor{e-mans Ls 
arch in the middle of the Town, turning fn wa 
cording to the wind: and of the picture of is shoal 
vedScorpion, if any man, birren bv a , 
pent, apply or and om 
, tohis wound or bi re 
cured, But this is my 
lief. But of the horfe-mans 
pion, in the wall, being fo ibe 
tories, I think it may be believed y other parallel 
ate, | believed. Had we any certai 
y e Ancient Palladium of T: 
Sunthete. But out of all Rion, 
that fuch Magical Statues have t lon, we may conclude, 
one piece: and not found in more than 
agreat emulator of Gods ork 
might have a refpe& rks, but not his holinefs 
pect to the brazeu-S 
zex-Serpent, fecup in the 


wildernefs by Gods appointme 

ion: neither will Hittory mak 
ned, all that iswritten of them Neit 
e, that the Devil, who can do fem 


annoy 


| 
| 
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annoy or protec men, without permiffion, can trail 


rant any {uch things, as are reparted, for the time to i 


he could beforehand by fome xarural 
picties of his, concerning things to come ) find 
mind, or counfel of God in thofe 
God, orfome good Angels fabordinate to God, and 
privy to his will and determination in thofe things, had 
revealed it unto him; neithtr of which is very likely, 
And that which makes it more unlikely, is, that. even 
thofe, who to become invulnerable, have had recourk 
to the Devil, or his agents, and have enjoyed the bere. 
fit of their purchafe for fome time, even to admiration: 
yet have found themfelves, on a fudden deftitute of ir, to 
their great aftonifhment, and have miferably perithed 
in their confidence, as is obferved by more than one, 
who have written of that fubje@. How cen fthould he 


_ beable to warrant any Town or City, and make his pro- 
mile good for many ages ? , 


"WHAT Lintended, to wit, a full confideration,or 
refieation rather of Philoftratns his aflertion, is, 1 hope, 
fufficiently performed. ee 

next inftance fhall be from 7o/epbus, the ewi> 
Hiftorian, highly efteemed, both by Romans and Greci- 
ant, and by one that could judge of good books, as well 
asanyman ofthis, or former ages, ftiled, Di/igentifi- 
wu, omninm Scriptorum: The moft dsls- 
gent and grearelt lever of truth of all writers; facygd al 
ways excepted, we muft underfland. This /ofephus in 


his Eight book of fewifs Antiquities, and fecond Chap- 
ser, where he treats of Selomon’s wifdom, and exquifite 
knowledge of Nature; following the tradition of the 
ews of thofe days, whobecaufethey were great exer 


ciftsthemfelves, and dealed much in Spells and Charms 
ofall kinds, ( fo that from them the Heathens 
3 
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wral obiervations of hisown (as in many pro 


3 
| 
4 
* 
73 
; 
- 
é 
‘ 
& 
iy 
4 
3 
~ 
* 
Am 


77 


in things NATURAL. 


divers, extant ‘a their books to this day ) to counte- 


‘-antawfal practices, did perfwade men, 
the of what they falfly called, 
Natural Mavick : to magnifie this Art, and the power 


inftance; 
_ bus doth there produce a notable in 
How, that on atime, himfelf being pre- 


fent, one Eleaxer, before Ve/pafan, and his Sons (or 
Children.) and the chiefeft Officers of the Army, did 
caft out Devils from feveral that were: poflelt ; and to 
fatisfie the company, there was no jugling in the buft- 
nefs, commanded the Devils, as they went Out, to do 
fomewhat, which might witnefs the prefence of a 


fupernatural power. To bring this to pals, this 


difpoffeflion 1 mean, befides words, there was fome 
other myftical a@ion: that was, the applying of a 
cettain ring to the nofe of the poffefled, under 
the feal of which ring, a piece of root was in- 
clofed, which was believed ( fo reported, at leaft) 
to be of fingular efficacy to drive out Devils, 
The name of the root is not there fetdown by J- 
Sephus; but in another book, De belo Tudaico, 
ib, 7. Cap. 23. he doth’ mame it, Baaras, and 
withal doth tell ftrange things of it, what dan. 
per it is, co pull it out of the Earth, excepre 
fuch and fuch ceremonies and cautions, which I 
forbear here, be *ufed. Now that in all this 
Jofephus, though his report, to fome may icem, — 
both ridiculous and ixeredible, and is, I know, 
by fome rejected as meerly fabulous, which made 
me pitch upon it -the rather , yet that in all 
this, he doth deal bona fide. truly and fincerely : 
as I believe my felf, fo | hope to give 

and convincing reafons, why others alfo who 
Pretend to reafon, as the trial of truth, fhould  be- 
eve, Firft, that fuch a thing was really done before 
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vi) Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
Vefpafian, the Roman Emperor, as he relates it: thei 


ing the relation of men, whom he took to be real honef 
men in their profeflion, andto work by natural means, 
himfelf profeffing’no skill or infight in thar art; itis 
enough chat in all he faith of it, there is nothing, but 


faith; was Baaraé: and what is that, (from “NJ ot 
"13: I need not telithem, that have any skill in the 

ule ) but 2yraégens in Greek: which herb is acknow- 
Jedged by all, or moft that write of herbs. 7ofepbus 
faith of it, it will withfome adjurations, expel Devils: 
Pliny faith, or Democritus rather, in Plsny it isa 
calherb, which Negromancers or Magicians ufe to raile 
phe Gods: that is, in the phrafe of our times, Spirits, 
Fofephus faith, there is great danger in the pulling up of 
it. One way he doth mention, is, by uncovering the 
root fo far, that it may have but little hold in the 
ground, and then tying a dog to it, fo that the dog may 
eafily draw it out with him, when he thinks to follow 2 
Mafler going away, as he followed him thither. Butt 


the report betrue, the dog comes fhort of his reckon 
ing, ps rather doch much more than what he ery 


that know that fo/ephus was a man as nobly bo 
od fog 

Sreat credit at the Court, and in Sreat 
himfelf; how can they rationally doubt? He mill 

fuppofed more than a mad man, that durft write {df 
aforged ftory, and atteft perfons of that quality for thei 

truth; had it been a thing of his own devifing , nayhall | 
he lyed in any circumftanceofir, As for that be writes 
ofthat rect or herb, that it hath fuch properties, fuch i 
vertues, howto be pull’d out of the earth, and where 
to be found, ec. whether true or no, muft not be hid 
upon his account, as 1 conceive, becaufe in that, truf. 


what was generally believed, or at leaft reported andi 7% 
nocamong the only, but Grecians alfo, anl 
others that were Gentiles. The name of the herb, he @ 
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doth, For when he thinks to follow him, he doth his 
B aller a better ferviee ; he dieth for him, w 
ME wife (ifthe report be crue, as before ) could not have 
out-lived the boldnefs of his attempt. A ftrange ftory, 
but not of 7ofephus’s contriving, nor by fofepous only 
believed. The very fame, asto the fubftance, is recor- 
ded by e4liaaus alfo: De Hiftor. animal. lib. 14. cap. 
more fully, and, as his manner is, with ftudied ele- 
Me sancy. He doth allo give it another name, taken from 
B this very ceremony, or action, mrieres@”, that is, dog- 
drawn, TheLatin interpreter doth fomewhat contract 
the relation, for which I do not, feeing he hath alithe 
fubftance, much blame him, it nine almoft impofflible 
to exprefs all in another tongue without an unpleafing 
redundancy, except the fweetnefs ( next unto {weet mu- 
m fick, co curious ears ) of the collocution ( a grand myite 
of the fomuch admired Sophifters or Orators of thofe 
times, their Rhetorick, as elfewhere I have declared at 
large ) could have been exhibited alfo. But again, 7 
fepbus faith, the herb grew in fudea: Democrit 
Pliny faith, in Arabia: but this is eafil reheat or 
is done very fully, by learned men : he had Demecri 
tus {aid in cL or ethiopia ther befides 
to fatisfie any man, that was 
thofe effects by him mentioned, am ee 
feffion, whom Fofephus, (a lea 
learned, that hath been decei ed i f ah ) eee 
ived infuch ) accounted ho- 
men, but in verytruth, no better, (ash 
many at this day ) than cheaters. and imp< as how 
what they pretendeds by f ers, and impoltors, to 
Y fome others, of thofe times, 


who had confidered of ; 
id it better tha 


ed, nt 
eceived himfelf by others ; any will be fo ie “ee 
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f on and magi, Now Fofephus {o far ac- 
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to know what truth there is. or t ss 
which for fome kind of r ef plendency may call re 
laophetis, is by all Boranicks, or Herbarifts Th 
wiedged. -Andif it be a kind of Peony, as is aver. 
red by divers, which again{ft the falling -ficknefs 
wn to be of excellent vertue, it is lefs to be won. iam 
dred, that for this very reafon, it was fir fuppofed to im 
of fome vertue againft Devils and Demons, the nature iam 
Pe this difeafe being fomewhat extraordinary, and by ii 
fome formerly fuppofed to proceed from fome extraor- 
dinarycaufe ; for which reafon it was alfo called, vim, 
Or, morbus facer, the facreddifeafe; and not only 
fedto proceed, but alfo certainly known fometimesio 
accompanied with extraordinary [upernatural effects: 
yea plainly, Déabolical : whereof [have given fome in 
in my Treatife of Enthufia/m. So far the mittake 
then might be tolerable : but for thereft, the danger of 
plucking it out of the ground with the root, and the 
means uled to preventit, this by the experience of belt 
Herbarifis of thefe days, being found falfe, and fictiu- 
ous; wemutft look upon it, as the meer invention of 
Magicians and Impoftors to inhance the credit of their 
_ Dnugs, and to ferve the Devil by the increafe of fupertti- 
tion, whereof examples are fo obvious ( in great 
‘Towns, as London efpecially ) as no man needs to won. 

der at it. 
BUT yet Jet us fee, what may be faid, even for 
that, not altogether improbable perchance , fo they that 
are notfo much experienced, will the better know by 
thisexample, how to examine the truth of things, and 
 codiftinguith between certainty, and probabslity, Or pof- 
fbility. Do not weto this day find things, which they’ 
call Empirica and Specifica, in the writings of very fobet 


Phyficians,, chat may feem as ftrange? As for 
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one blow, [find this in Senmertws 
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e root of Elder, pull’d off from the up 


vomit: from the lower, by 
with fome other ingredi- 


The rindes of th 
® per part, fhall purge by 
fools, The brain ofa Kam, 
ents, a good medicine apainft madnefs ; provided that 


the Ram be a virgin Ram ( virgimty, an OF dinary cauti- 
on, in diabolical exploits, to blind the world, as after- 
wards fhall be obferved ) and that his head be cut off at 
fone find this in the other in Anas 
Sambuci, printed in London: where the Author 
thinks, but doth not affirm, that this happily may beaf- 
me cribed to fome Idiofyxtracy, either of the body of the pa- 
cient, or of the humor, that caufeth the difeate; or 
chance, to the ftrength of imagination. And ie 
ie Jen, fachan hater of all chat refented of any fuperit: a 
and rigid exacter of reafon; he recanted ef 
fhall thew, but even whileft he was in hi 
book, De compofitione Pharmaccrum wh 
m others, he doch fet downa remedy a tinft 
This remedy, faith he ‘4 
with a kind of religions fe 
atl ith a 
peg either in be 
myftery, which he faith he 
fhould I here take notice of thof fina pe 
wonderful effects of herbs whic things, and 
Matthiolus tells of, in his D di 
bal for truth, what hath his Her- 
fon, Idarefay. Yer credible, in compari- 
that experience doth 
but doth ic them the contrary, W 
found ste neceflarily , that if it: be 
fo? Yes if it was 
, or natural efits, 
of the Herb. 
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Of Gredulity and lnevedulity, 
that thofe ftrange effects ( for of th 
at | 
) did proceed from the natural 
rb, thus and thus obferved; which doth not hold 
this day ; as I dare fay there be many {uperftitions ab oe 
Herbs and Plants, now in force amons men of that ren | 
ed profettion, which were not known in former peng 
There is nothing in all this, \but is very poffible, and ii 
I {aid probable, at'might be juttified. But confiderin 
how many things in this kind, afte to be found in the iim 
books of old Magicians, aS Democritus, and others, iim 
which upon trial, even in thofe days, were found falfe. Im 
and becaufe we would not multiply wonders, where 
there is noneceflity, chat when there is, as we conceive 
we may {peak with more authority, and be believed; | 
fhail rather ftick to my former judgment, that it wi 
but a fiction of the AZagicians of thofe days, to add crt 
ditand reverence to theirart. 

» BUT nowI turn tothe men of thefe times ; the wits, 
as they call themfelves, and by fome others, for wantof 
real wit, and good learning, are fo called who becaule 
they believe roching but what is palpable and vifibl, & 
deny therefore Spirits and all fupernatwral effets, ani 
confequently the truth of all relations, wherein fuperm- 
pural caufes are ingaged; what will thefe men fay, t 
this of Pofephus? That he did invent what he recordeth 
to have beendone, before fuch witneffes ?. What reafon 
canthey give, for fuch a fenfelefs fuppofition ? Or that 

the eyes of fo’many were deceived, who thought they 
faw, what was not truly and really to be feen? But then 
how deceived ; by what means, satzral or [upernatyral? 
It pofeth me to think what they can pretend, why we 
Should not believe. Yet I will fuppofe that fomewhat 
that it is anold 


they will fay: if nothing elfe, yet this, 
‘J * flory 
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ftory, and therefore they are not bound to believe it. 
A worthy anfwer for men that pretend to reafon. But I 
willfee, if can fit them with alarer, to the fame pur- 
pofe, and as irrefragable, as Laccount that old. 
ANDREAS Lanrentius, 2 lateand learned Phy- 
fician, well known to the world by his writings, in his 
book De Stramis, or Kings Evs!, printed in Parts, 
Anno Dom. 1609, and dedicated to Henry the Fourch 
of late Glorious memory ; in his firft book, ninth Chap. 
ake he createth of the power of the Devil, to caufe, or 
to heal difeafes, at large, he hath there this {tory : 
The moft he hriftian King, faith he ( the very {ame to 
whom the book is dedicated ) did fee a Ruftick ( or Coun- 
) who by the incenfe, or [moak of acertan berb 
moment, asit were, 
ree tures, which he fad werethe 
feminaries ( germina ) buadings ( OF 
es perchance of the difcafe, This I bave beard 
an once 
Lominie, one o Befides the King, Adonficur de 
, one of the Kings Privy C 
Lrontenae: Francis Martell 4 — 
King, and divers others o che ef Chyrargion to the 
the fame. win ings bed-C hamber, did fee 
Devil. Neither was I it was done by the 
[ome few days after in it 3. for thas Re 
was never heard of. he? forzht far and 
witnefles I hope, the King Good, and unqueftionable 
fo many others of his 
at leatt ) beft ible to dil men (the Chyrurgion, 
I this be compared with 
wef.y is the ftrangeft relation 
ll we fay, is there any fuch 
ty fuch thing in the world, 
as 


. 
> 


other inftances : I fhall not be, long upon them, bu ff 


and learned I muft add,’ be of the {ame opinion too, we 


 ANTONIVS Beneveniu, what I have feenof 


“miftakenin Sennertus, 116.1. Part. LI, cap. 31+ where he 


34 Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
as Truth: or fuch aching in the Heavens Firmam 2 
a Sun? If fo, chen lex us account, 
yet not prod.pious thofethings, which are known foot # 
ten to happen: but thofe men not fo ftranie, prodigi 
ems, who what all men fee, would make us telieve they 
do not fee, or though they fee, yet will not believe, 
BUT now we are uponit Iwill run through fom 


they fhall be chofen inftances, that nothing may be let 
for che cure ofthofe men {a hard cure I gonfels) 
who love their difeafe, nay are proud of ic, for the mot § 

part, as knowing they owe the reputation they have i 
( among the vulgar ) of wife men, unto it, more thn § 
they do, orhave caufe to do, unto any thing elie, | 

{peak this of the moft. If any truly difcreet and wil, J 


muft needs Jook upon it, either as a judgment, or fom 
natural diftemper of the brain, for which I have tk 
warrant of a learned Phyfician before {poken of, and on 
of their own fect in part ; who though he did not be 
lieve Devils, becaufe he did not fee them; yet what he 
faw, and had often feen, or had been often feen by 
many others, whom he believed, ( what we call /wper 
gatural operations ) he pronounceth them maa, that did 
not believe. It may be the number of inftances and te. 
flimonies of feveralmen, of feveral nations, in cafes or 
difeates of a feveral nature, may do what any onefingle 
or double evidence, though never fo clear, could not. 


him is but'very little in balk, but very confiderable ; and 
I fee he is in good credjt with all Phyficians, for he is of- 
ten cited by them with good refpect. Nay, if I be not 


treats ofthe Epilep/it, he hath been fet out with the Seao- 


iia’s of learned Dodonems, which muft be no 


7 
< 
¥ 
2 > & 


things NATURAL. 85 


1 have been beholding to it elfe- 
e fhall give him here the firft 


his, De 

A souldier had an arrow fhot through the 
BD eft part of his breaft, fo that the iron of it ren to 
MB the very bone of his right fhoulder. Great endea- 
yours were ufed co get ib Out, but to no purpote. 
Beneveninus doth thew, that it was not “feafible with- 
out prefent death, The man feeing himfelf forfaken 
by Phyficians and Chyrurgions, fends for a noted 
Ay iolus, ot Corjurer: Who fetting but his two fing- 
@ ers upon the wound, with fome Charms he ufed, 
Se commanded the iron to come out, which prefently 
without ‘any pain of the patient, came forth, and the 
me man was prefently healed. Vedimws, he faith: we did 

(ce it: but I-do-not approve. of his cenfure at the , 
end, that two were damned (the Patient and the 
Conjurer ) for this Act. It was poflible, the Pa- 
tient was, not fo well inftrucéted, how unlawful ic 
was to feek-to the Deol for help; how much 
better for a Chriftian, though he fuffer never fo 
much, whereby he is made fo. much the more cen- 
formable to Chrift his Saviour, to die, ..Or per- 
chance not fufficiently inftru@ed, that fuch a cure 
could not be wrought by fach means, without the 
Devil. There be ftrange things written of the herb 
D.tamnw, which if he had read, or were told. he 
might think the man had the right way to ‘ule it, 
which al] men perchance have not; nay, neéd 
no perchance, if all that I haye read of it. both in ancie 
late Authors, be true. Befides, God- might 
unto him, that he might heartily and 
data ye repent of what he had done. in the 
Y Or. his pain, The Conjurer alfo, who 
G3 : can 


nour unto his book. 
where : and therefor 
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can abfolurély fay, that he never re Not i | 
pented ? Not 

ordinary way of the world only, witha fimple Lorde 

mercy mpox-me, when he was at the laft : but time enough i 


to make his repentance real, and fincere? Though | ue 


mult needs fay, I think itis very feldom, that God dof 
im true repentance unto fuch, who wilfully and del. 
ately have put themfelves into the hands of the Devi iam 
and either direff/y ( as many do ) or tacitly, which muh 
be fuppofed, Fave abjuredany right, or pretention to 
mercy, 
next inftance thall be out of Zatutas Lifton 
bis Praxis Medicine admiranda, a book of great credit 
with all have met with, but thofe who will admit of 


thing for.truth, ( an effe& of their ignorance many times 


more than ) what their little reading, ai 
feanty experience hath commended unto them for cruh 
» Which, Idoubt, isthe cafe of not a few in. thefe days, & 
who to avoid labour, and to cover their ignorance 7 
would gladly reduce all medicine to fome few, whether & 
true or pretended, and by moft believed true,. revelati- 
ons of thefe later times. Galen and Hippocrates, (1 have 
heard it my felf ) what fhould they do with them? The 
courfe of Phyfick is now altered, by late difcoveries: 
there i¢no more need of them. Ignorant wretches, 
and unhappy they, that fall into fuch hands, But I have 
done. his relation is this: A young Gentle 
man, ofa comely fhape, atid of excellent parts, was{o 
paffionately infove witha fair maid, of a noble paren- 
tage, about eighteen years old; that he had no reft, 
neither night nor day,’ very’near unto'diftraction, but 
when by realon of the inequality of their birch, he found 
-gothingat her hands, but contempt and {corn , enra- 
ged, heapplies himfelfto witches for revenge. They 


 gecording to art, make a picture or image rather, of 


her, in wax, whichwhen pricked, with fome 
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in things NATURAL 
at the fame time the party was feifed 
«ments in all parts of her body, 
lf-pierced, or run through wich 


{ome fharp.weapon. [twas not long before divers Phy- 
(cians ( the that could be had, we may prefume ) 
were fent for, who at firlt thought thofe horrible acct- 
dents aut proceed from fome diftemper of the womb 
But after they had obferved, that all remedies they had 
applies made her worle, rather than better, they ablo- 
lucely pronouiced her difeafe, tobe no natural diftafe 
and that fhe was either actually poffelt by fome evil Spi 
rit, or infefted andinfeéted by fome of their creatate , 
Inwhich judgment, fee God would have ic to pr - 
the contradittion of fome confidents which in 
are to be found ; when fhe began to caft out of be mets 
dy lumps of hair, ( tribulorum fafciculum, 1k vr 
it may fignifie befides, but I would not make th rp 
more f{trange than it mutt needs ) othe 
needles: thena black lump inthe f 
of when diffected, came id 
caufe fach a noifom ftink, 
duced to great extremity he 
much difficulty, being in a ber 
ack colour, | 1p y mt, ora 
moufe ting fallere all the 
to the ground, did with 
Th 'to andiro the room, and then di 
ihe Parents aftonifhed with thi ‘bi died 
ing ther child forfakenb calla, and tee 
toall the ieinches. See y Phyficians, they have recourfe 
ot Country yielded Athos and (Magicians the Town 
who did with no {mall conf 
good reward, undertake peace, of a 
for him,’ when the was in a her well, if they fent 
G lt was agreed: being in 
a 


and imprecations ; 
wich fuch horrible to 
that fhe thonght her fe 
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. wed, butalfo learned Phyficians well determine and con fa 


a fierce fit, he is called - who. (Za q 
he faich of himfelf) after he | 
per to her pole; in which two’! SVE 
Wo letters only ( T. 
written, andan-Affes hoof half burned, and chanted «iam 
her ears fomewords, ( Zacutus did not hear them ci 
feems ) the was prefently free fromall evil, aid fo cont. 
nved forthe time to come. ervo trans native 
&c. that, 1S, Difeafes therefore befides mature, as 
Fernelius, Carrerius wpon Galen de locts aff. di/p. 37. dah 
vigtrox fly argue mult be cured by remedies that arc sit 
sural. SO Zacutms concludes; as he did begin, making im 
thar, by his ticle, the very drift and purpofe of his na- i 
ration. I hope he did mean well, but with, he had 
{poken more warily. For firft, were fuch cures neve fm 
fo Certain and ordinary, yet are they impious, and ui 
lawful, as nor Divines only, the moft and beft appro iim 


clude. Trueit is, there is a ftory of a Difpenfatin 
granted by Pope Nicolaus the V. to a Bifhop very deat i 
unto him,. which may feem to crofs what we fay, / i 
Popes might not erre, and do wickedly, as well as other 
For the Bifhop -having been bewitched unto 2 
prievous difeafe,of which he could not hd many endea- 
vours be cured by any natural means , a Witch offered her 
felf, andupon condition fhe might he allowed to &- 
witch her; that had bewitched the Bifhop unto death, 
( which-the faid was in het power to do ) undertook to 
cure him, © Whereupon the Pope being fued unto fora 
Difpenfation, he granted it, and the bufinefs was done, 
the firft Witch died, and che Bifhop was reliored. Spren- 
germs a8 Vtake'it, who was anJngsifitor for all fuch bu- 
finefles at Rome, was the firft that made it publickly 
khown, Scarce any body that writes of this fubjet ot 
Witches, and their power, but takes notice ,of it from 
him, Andas yet, Ihave not found it 
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ME any, that I can remember. Neither do I remember 
Delrio, in that bulky book of his 
BM rakes notice of ic any where ; which we may be fure he 


© ould not have omitted, to vindicate the Pope, had he 


known how to excufe it with a good confcience, Or how 
to cenfure it without offence, but the truth is, though 
he take no notice, and durft not appar ently juiti- 
fie it, yet that it made him write more favourably of 
fuch cafes, than otherwife he would have done , for 
which he is juftly blamed, and as folidly refuted by learn- 
ed Sennertus. lib. 6. p. 9. cap. 8. 1 cannot buc fufpect, 
Yet as to this particular cafe, what he thought of it, he 
doth, without any particular mention, tell us freely 
enough, when he doth limit his icex/e or aifpenfation 
( which he doth allow ) with.this provi/o, that it help be 
required, or admitted from fuch; yet of no other than 
the very Witch or party, that hath done the mifchief, 
For which, though he givesavery good reafon, yet he 
concludes but timoroully, Quare raro admodum, &c, 
Tt muft be thercfore but very feldem, sf ever, lawful, to 
requsre the help of another Sorcerer, [ Or Sorcerers | but 
only from him [ or her] who asthe attor of the mi/chief. 
But /elaom, if ever. Nowhere, in the Bithop ‘caf 
_ It was required by the Bifhop, and indulged b ie 

Pope, that a Witch, by bewitching her to death 
had done the mifchief, might do the cure Wa re 
this example, think we, in the mind of Delri » re 
fo wrote; and was not he putto it fhrewd| 
onthe fide, and confcience on hes 

or 
between fuch manjtet evidexces onthe one 


obftinate and refolved. ix 

al! this will tell us, 
Well. it . ing, as Witches or Sorcerers inthe world? 
th fo it feems in this particular: the 
at had done the hurt muft perifh, or the 


Bifhop 
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Bithop could not be cured: but left the Reader’ thon 
ho | eader 
— Lem is always fo, he may learn by another ig. jim 
LEONARD Vair in his book of Charms, befor 
mentioned, hatha ftory of a woman, which though 
paflionately loved her husband, yet when he came toa). 

her as her husband, the was affrighted with {uch 


orrid phancies and apparitions.’ and if much nroed 

fuffered in her body fuch range fymptoms or 
that fhe became an object of no lefs horror, than pity, # 
to all char faw and heard her. Her husband was one 
thacthis Leonard (no mean man, for his worldly eftat 
and credit inthe world ) hada great affection for ;:and 
was not wanting tohim, inthe beft advice, or afiiftanc 

he could give him. Bucalltono purpofe. They conti: 
nued in this forced kind of continence, from the firftol 
their legal matrimony, three whole years: at the en 
of which, the that had out of meer envy and me 
lice bewitched the woman to this unufual kind of affi&- 
ons whether procured, or of her own accord I know 
not, becaufe my Author doth not tell me, came to the 
houfe, abfolved her; and from chat time they lovingly 
and comfortably enjoyed one another. My Author doth 
not fay be faw it, the woman, I mean, inher fits: nel- 
ther was it fit he fhould be admitted to fee; which him- 
felf, Idare fay, (a pious honeft man, his book {peaks 
him ) would have refufed, had he been defired. But 
how every thing did pafs, he did not want good infor. 
mation, we find by the account he doth give us, and the 
circumftances of as be doth relate them, fitter tobe 
readin him, than related by me, inthe judgment of any 


indifferent Reader, mayamount to a Vidimus. It will 
Found imdis third beok*of the faid Treatife, of my 


rantur. Zacwtyus 
very 
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very certainly feafible, at any time, which is moft falfe, 
and though his words feem to imply fo much, yetI hope 
and believe it was not his meaning. For though God, 
forfome reafons permit fuch things fome times ; and 
one reafon certainly is, that men eencrally fo inclinable 
y ie Athei/m, might certainly know, if not wilfully blind, 
Me that there is fomewhat befides fleth and bloud, and what 
® may be feen with bodily eyes ( that ts, ordinary nature ) 
to bechoughton; yet Lam very confident, that not one 
in a hundred, nor a thoufand perchance, that feck to 
Devils and witches, doth ipeed, or obtain what he dotlt 
defire, not becaufe the Devil doth want power, or will 
but becaufe God doth not permit, Nay 
ly, when they have done what they can prs be 
acquainted with Devils, yet have miffed of the d fi 
bea juft judgment of God fo t0 
emthe more in their Arbie 
oran act of his providence ems ee 
mifchiefthat they would do, had th oo oe 
Whereof we have a notable 
example in that moniter 
, who as Pliny relateth, having with ‘ 
longing, applied himfelf to the beft M 
time; yet God would not permit ( 
perfwaded of the gods of his t iny was not fo well 
would not, Ifay, permit, th time, as to fay fo ) but 
Son they could do any thing 
Neve very conden profefiion; whereby 
many werethen, and have be fi 
fuch thing as Afasick ; pepe that there is no 
were but cheaters, and impo = t all that profeffed ir, 
s. .We might alfo fay 


fomewh; 

at of th 

Am 

lowers of Afazicians, y fate, one of the greateft fol- 


was in higheft requeft, Masick and N-cromaney 


ians, and others acknowledge. 


how Jong he reigned, an 


Yet forall that 
d how he died, we know. But 
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92 Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
a more particularly, we have heard’ of one Pj 
who fped (as to this world, wretched ae 
hands, or bythe hands of a Witch: But Bodinus vi re 

tell us of another Bithop, whom he names. wich al his 
titles and dignities ; and he faith he was prefent with one iam 
Faber, alearnéd Phyfician when one of that profeftion 
did take upon him to cure him of a Quartan Ague; | 
wwhichneverthelefs, for all his confidence, he could no. 
do. Butthisis but onefor another, becaufe it offered 
Agfelffo opportunely: but I believe, as I faid before 
that many more, without number, mifcarry, either 
fecking to no Pus pote, or when they have found whon 
totreat with, finding themfelves cheated and fruftrated 
BUT co return to che relation it felf, wherein I would 
leave nothing difputable, I obferve init an Jmage or pi- 
ture of the party to be tormented, made of wax. I ob. 
ferveit, becaufeI knowfome, who quettion not the po- 
wer of Devils or Witches ; yet in this particular are not 
_ fatished, how fuchathing can be. For there is no rele 
tion or fympathy ix nature, ( faith one, who hath written 

not'many years ago ) between a man and his effigies, that 

upon the pricking of the one, the other fhould grow fick. It & 

is upon another occafion that he fpeaks it; but his ex- 
ception reacheth this example equally.. A wonder to 
he fhould fo argue, who in many things hath very 
well confuted the incredulity of others, though in fome 
things toocredulous himfelf. If we believe nothing 
© ~ bucwhatwe can reduce to zatural, or, to {peak more 
* properly ( for I my felf believe the Devil doth very little, 
by mature, thoughtous unknown.) caufes, 


he doth overthrow his own grounds, and leaves us but 
Bur of all 


| _ yery little of magical operations to believe. OF 
Cardan hadleaft reafon to except againft this kind 


of (Mazick,, as ridiculous or incredible, who himfelt is 
fo full of incredible {tories in that kind, upon was 
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edit alone, that they had need to be of very 
believe him ; efpecially when they know 
nore afterwards ) what mannet of man he wa 
dare fay, that from P/aro's time, who among Other 
purtenances of Mazick doth mention thele, 


— 


is,as Ovsd doth call them, Simulachra cerea,or aS Ho- 
yace, cereas imazines, ( who alfo in another place more 


ie particularly defcribes them ) there 1s not any particular 


rite, belonging to that art, more fully attefted by Hifto- 
ries of all ak than thatis, Befides,who doth not know, 
® char it is the Devils fafhion (we fhall meet with it after- 
wards again ) to amufehis fervants and vaffals with ma- 
ny rites and ceremonies, which have certainly no ground 
in nature, no relation or /ympathy to the thing, as for other 
reafons, fo to make them believe, they havea great hand 
in the production of fuch and fuch effe&s; when, God 
knows, many times all thattheydo, though taught and 
inftructed by him, is nothing at all to che purpofe,and he 
in very deed is the only agent, by means, which he doth 
sivethem no account of, Bodinusinhis Preface to his 
Demonology, relateth, that three .waxen- Jmages, whereof 
one of Queen E/:zaberbs, of glorious memory, and two 
other, Regina proximorum, ot two Courtiers,*of ereatelt 
authority under the Queen, were found in the houfe ofa 
Prielt at J/lington, a Magician, or fo reputed; to take 
away their lives, This he doth repeat again in his fecond 
book,Chap.8.but more particularly chat it was in the year 
of the Lord 1 578. and that Legatus ‘Anvlie, and many 
French.men, did divulge it fo; but withal, in both places 
he doth add, that the bufinefs was then under trial,& not 
truft my memory : 1 know 


yet aipeary known. I do not 
my age,and my infirmities,Cambden,1 am fure.] have read 
again:but neither in him,nor in Bifoo p Carletons 
remmbrancer, do lremember any fuch thing. 
thers may perchance, Yet in the year 1576, I read 
in 
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94 Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
of fome idtures, reprefenting fome, 
Ould Have kill’d that glorious Queen with a Motto | 
nor; um hec, alio Properantibus | which pictures wer | 
fome of theconfpiracy for their incouragement: 
intercepted, and fhewed, they fay, to the Queen, im 
Did the time agree, it is poftible thefe pi@tures might) 
the ground of thofe miftaken, if miftaken, waxen Imp 
ges, which I defire to be taught by others, who can give fm 
a better account, 
next and inftance, in this kind, or mate 
of Cures, thall be out of the Ob/fervationes Medice, AE 
Flenricus ab Heers, Domeftick Phyfician, not many yeus 
ago, tothe of Col-n: a man of no fmall credit 
in thofe parts among the better fort, efpecially. butw 
friend to Empericks, among whom he reckoned Va fim 


Helmont as one of the chief, But I thal! not interpol: Ii 
my jadgment in that. Of Heers, I dare fay in general, bias 


not to meddle with thofe things that properly belong ur 
toa Phyfician to judge of ; that he doth write as a fober, 
learned, and ( which isthe Crown of all ) pious man i 
The fubje@ of his eighth obfervation, is avery ftrange 
ftoty-of a young maid, that was bewitched by one of & 
that wicked crew; which being found by the confequents i 
ofthe prefence, orabfence of the witch ; fhe was laid 
hold of, arraigned and convied ; and for chat, and 
many other things of the fame nature done by her, as 
fhe confefled, defervedly pur to death, But with the 
Witch, (as the het felf ar her death, had foretold tt 
would be ) the pains of the miferable girle did not ex 
pire, bat continued at leat one year after. So long 
$s expreffed, how much longerI know nor. Heers ha 
the keeping ofher a good part of the time, In the mean 
time, fuch ftrange things happened unto her, and fuch 
ftrange things came out of her, that her keeper did veri- 
ly believe, and did endeavour to perfwade divers ge 


. 
. 
La 
~ 
p 
>» 
i 
wee 


in things NATURA L. 95 
ee Who were admitted daily fpectators, ( Scholars and 
B® Philofophers, of Naturalifts, among the reft ) chat not 
ie the maid really in her body, did fufer thofe things that 
m did appear unto them, butthattheir fa/cimated eyes ( as 
Hit doth happen fometimes ) did falfly reprefent unto 
them things which had no real being. But did not lon 
ats in that opinion, being convicted by nanifelt 
experience, as he doth relate, to the contrary. The 
a are fo oat 1 muft defire the Reader 
curious, to take them f 
who in the relation is fo put 
logize for himfelf, that doubt he had be 
acquainted with fuch cafes, by his ow pce sian 
read much in of experience, or 
viderim, audsverim, &c. What Ith 
led, becanfe I know th beard, band- 
ere be many that Will bel 
0 God blejs I fhall nee ehevr, 
And nothing, but whatl 
by What facred coufciencioufly, ( Or 
folemnly to take their ady wit b 
the laft of all yet of all 
that iS, a nat me moft obfery 
hich be will sell you lone 

emove or cur avours, belore he could | 

Sot it, and it ll of witchcraft: bur he 
the ufe of maid, 

make us beliey » tly recovered 

ly exprefled, whi hehath given us th 
he hat to underftand he 

what he found effe Qual iS very pof. 
others be- 


ore him, to fuch 

in things a pur pot 

n things of {uch an abitrafe which 
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fhould be'fo, when we fee that ordinary Phyfick doth 


notalways produce the fame effets in all bodies: no i 


nor in the fame fometimes. 
NOW ofthefe receipts (this, upon this occafion 


to direct the belief of others, not much verfed in fuch i 


things ) that pretend to fome hidden, but natural ver 


tue, therefore, as we had it before by fome called, ny fim 
sural, OF eminently: fuch as keep to things 


meerly natural, as herbs, roots, ftones, and the hike: 
andare not accompanied with any words, or{pells, pro. 
nouncedor written; nor contain rites and ceremonies 
astmanyare; I know not, if weallow, as all fober men 
mutt, of occw/t qualities, I know not, I fay, why we 
fhould fufpect our felves, or make others {crupulous of 
fich: efpecially when commended unto us by perfons, 
that are not at all fufpected, and thar they are knownto 
have been 7ectual, will not fay always, but 
times. Iam not therefore oftheir opinion, I muft cor- 
fefs,; whoconfine us to thofe things, for which a: pro- 
bable reafon may be given, fromthe nature of the ingre- 
dients, or fimple materials, But on the other fide, 
where there is any juft ground of fufpition, it mutt be 
confidered alfo, that it may be the craft of the Devil, or 
his inftruments (Witches and Magicians) to afcribe 
cures to things watural, asthe means, to draw us on by 
degrees. whenthofe natural things fignife nothing at 
all really, and afl the operation doth proceed froma 


more myftical and concealed caufe, again, no que 


ftion, I think, is to be made, but that the Devil and 
thofe that work by him, to inhance the credit of theit 
att, or power, where they are allowed, difguife fome- 
cimesthe operations of things meerly natural, of pur- 

ofe, with fuperttitious rites and ceremonies, which of 


chemfelves do nothing ; though probably without on 


of many circum{tances, it is no great wonder that jr im 


them, 
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thofe natural things would not prove efficacious in the 
hands of them, that had them from fuch mafters ; nor 
yet in the hands of others perchance, through the igno- 
rance of omiftion of fome {mall circumftance, which in 
Bpoint of very nature, may much alter the cafe, How- 
Beever, in procefs of time, it is likely that fuch and fucls 
things came more generally, ( as many of thofe mata 
lia or (pecifica ace ) to be known to be efficacious to fi 
ends, which were at firit as sreat fecrets, pref 
mafters, to them that did app! he 
nowledge of men, though 
om, Ithink, nom: 
Minder the Devil am 
hele Naturalia or Spectfica for meres 
trange thing, that a man in his 
ional way, fo learned and ufef 
@ecminent Phyficians atteft befid os Save 
others write, fhould sive ¢ lit 
that reads muft needs Pres: 
ounceiof many, or rather abfolurely pro- 
Beene co em. Yet is he not con- 
fome, as he doth canal y, tofatishe thecuriofity of 
mcdoch commend them anil profels ; but many times 
Phyl oved by certain experience 
many as Trallianns hath — I know, fome; but fo 
think not any, Yet confidently propofed, 
bly whole cian, oF did work 
new lice! Proper 
lieve,I mutt fuf as he would mak 
acquainted with ny ofthem. And tho - 
the myfteries of our fai uld any man, 
a rfaith & theScriptures, 
SO 
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go the fame way, to advance the credit of fuch remed: 
I thould believe him either a Afagician, or ax bel 
But even among Chriftians, ( profi 
Chriftians at Jeaft )as elfewhere, fo in thera 
beIdoubt too many, chat are not fo tender-confciencel il 
as to {tick at thofe things, or enquire after the lawfulneiian 
of the means, ( through ignorance, and want of Sood 
information, fome, probgbly ) may they but compli 
their defire, eicher of profit, or of eafe. A very soi 
friend of mine, aferious man, anda good Preacher, tol 
me this ftory, as very wellknown tohim. A friendd 
his, he faid, having been long troubled with an Agni 
and probably tried many means without fuccefs, 
went t0, or lighted upon an Apothecary (he namijl 

him, andthe place of his abode ) who undertook tom™ 
him, and to that end, delivered unto him fix very {fli 
rouls of paper, rouled up very clofe, and ‘bid him ag 
them. But he before he did execute what was injoym\™ 
had fo much curiofity or boldnefs, as to look into oneif 
themfirft, theninto another, and laftly, into a thing 
in allwhich, he found no more, than this written, D 
well, or, All aswell: fo reported unto me, uncertain; 

but one of thetwo, certainly. Having fatished hsom 
riofiry, and happily thinking there could be no Maing 
in this, he did what he was bid, that is, eat cheng 
Whereupon he was furprifed with great pains, the lit 
‘whereof he had not felt before, for a while: but afer™ 
wards, was altogether free of his difeafe. Whereofl™™ 
ving given’an account to his friend, or Phyfician, wit 
he had fuffered firft, and how free afterwards, Thea! 


willwarrant you, faid he prefently, you did open fom 


of the papers; and fo many papers, as you opened, 
which bi 


gnany fits you had, 1 believe, of thofe pains, v 
friend told him, was verytrue. Atthe fame time, 6 
, thar was prefent, but not fo well known to m¢, . | 
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ftory, that had muchaffinity, and I am much deceived, 


¢ | have not read fomewhat printed chat hath more : burt 


one will ferve our turnofthis kind. For though I may 


he believed his, that ic 
perchance believe my friend, as he 


. verto commend it to the | 
Idare not, but upona probuble 
of the truth, the opening of the papers, and Ww Tbili- 
ed excepted, I fhould not much wonder at the po 
ty of the thing, in point of mature, For a trong cont 
dence, ifthe Apothecary did well ad his part, OF smage~ 
nation may do much: it is a common obfervation, and 
examples every where are obvious, 
N OW toproceed, Ihave given, Ithink, a fuffici- 
ent account of the power of Magick in point of Cures, 
which by fome, befides themthat deny all /upernatural 
B® operations, is not believed, but more, I believe, for 
want of diligent enquiring into the thing, then through 
meer incredulity. 1have made choice of fuch inftances, 
asainft which what rationally can be excepted, I cannot 
fo much asimagine, But I will yet oppole incredulity, 
in another kind of /wpernatura/ operations, by inftances 
as irrefragable as the former ; and to them that think 
themfelves concerned in the true fenfe of the Scriptures, 
more confiderable. P/alm 58. verfe 4.and 5. it iS Writ- 
ten: They are like the deaf Adder, that ftoppeth ker ear : 
which will not hearken to the voice of the charmers, charm- 
ing mever fo wifely. Belides; Ecclefiaftes the 10. verfe 
the 11. Surely the Serpent will bite Without enchantment, 
and ababler is no better: and again, Jeremy the 8. and 
the 17. verfe: For bebold I will fend Serpents, Cockatri- 
ces among you, which wil mot be charmed, and they fhall 
bite you faith the Lord. For the firft lace, it were no 
hard matter to interpret the words of the Pfalmif?, as 
nels proverbiaily, without any confequence of a fup- 
Potition.of the truch, or of the thing, in matter 
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of For many things are thus {oo verbialh 
whieh they that {peak hate no affert 
or perchance know, or believe at laft, to be moft fale 
So Cc cantio; Sirenum cantu, and the like: for 
which perchance fomewhat may be faid, but not belie Ali 
ved Iam fure, by all that ufe the fpeech. Or if 1 com fa 
pare 4 woman toa Circe, or a man to Proteus, or 
| aggravate any burden, fay it is heavier than that of 4. a 
las ; norational man will hence conclude, that belie 
that fuch have been really, But the two other plas fi 
are more pofitive, and cannot fo well be evaded. Ye Mim 
Valefius, not name others, a very learned Spaniard, 
inhis books, De Sacra Philfopbia, hath taken grea ii 
Pains to perfwade men, that thefe things were {poker 
not proverbialy, but myttically, and adegorically; ai 
though he deny not /xpernatwral operations by 
and Spirits, whom he doth not at al! doubt of: yet asw i 
this particular, of inchantiny by magical Words, he doi i 
alrogether deny, as poflible, and whatfoever is alledgel i 
by any ancient or late writer to that purpofe, he dot i 
reject, as meerly fabulous. Jt feems by Pliny, tha 
learned men of old,have been very much divided in thei 
opinions about this matter ; infomuch, that he dares not 
take upon him to decide it,but leaves it free to every man 
to believe as they fhall fee caufe : His words, * elfewhere 
produced by me, ina proper place, very notable and ap 
plicable to many occafions, are, Maxima queftions, 0 
femper incerta eft, valeantne aliquid verba ee incantame- 
t4carminum, and again more particularly, Varsa 
hac opinio, ex cujufque vel cafu, mulcers 


form: gusppe etiam Serpentes extrabj, 


in pena, vertmfalfumne fit vita non decreverit, SO 


We thall sive light to thofe words, cogsque im panas, ® 
terwards: We have given the fubftance of the reft be 
fore. Nowfor my part, partly upon what I have . 
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h more upon the teltimony of others, 


tally but muc 
true to have feen it, and give a 
falle, every circumitance;men all gencrally we: 
; for I do profefs that I know not what to believe in the W id 
elie. ME which I cannot fay 1 have feen my felf. if I may “% 
lieve this, and commend unto others, for a cruch. 
to anything, Ifay, which J cannot fay, have feen my felf : 
Ate which would be a ftrange kind of Incredulity, and wor- 
lie ME thy to make a man unworthy of the fociety of men, of 
laces NE whom, eventhe belt, and moft creditable, he can en- 
Yet tertain fo bafe an opinion: Neither can it, J think, en- 
jar MAME ter into the heart of any man, tobe fo miftruftful, bue 
reat theirs only who are confcious unto themfelves of their 
ken NE own bafenefs, and make no other difference between /y- 
and ing and (peaking truth, but as either fits their prefent 
vil occafion, As for Valefius his opinion, though a learned 


man, and for ought know, pious and wife; yet it is 
no wonder to me, that any one man, though pious and 
Icarned, fhould fall into an opinion very paradoxical, and 
contrary to moft other mens belief: efpecially in arching 
of this nature, which moft depends of experience. P/i» 

hath fufficiently warned us againft this fcandal, or excep- 
tion, when in this very cafe, he tells us, that menare apt 
to believe and frame their opinions, according as they 
havefound, or, by their particular experience: an ex- 
cellent obfervation, and, us J faid before, applicable to 
many things of good moment, whereof J have Siven ex- 
amples elfewhere. Jam veryconfident, that it was not 
Valefins his luck, to meet with any man ( much lefs two 


i orthree, or more ) whom he accounted pious and judi- 
r — withal, that could fay, he had feen the thing done, 
: with his own eyes, and in the prefence of many others : 


but more prob:ble,that he had met with,or heard of fome 
cheater$ and impoltors in this very cafe, whereof it were 
no very hard thing, J believe.to find inftances & examples: 
| H 3 and 
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and when a man hath on 
and pleafed him(elf ( as 
i te no exhe thi are too apt ) in his invention. 
thing, ( fuchis the infirmit 
beft of men) to get him out of it, B Ps Le a 
been, and his reafons fully anfwered | 
more it maybe, but by one I know 
judicious and with fo much ref pect 
that Valefius, I think himfelf, would have shoushe 
felf, had he read him, rather beholding to hin ! w 
ezatyine of whom alfo I fhould not be afraid, of hia 
cy Ae ifcredit ( fuch an opinion I have of his real worth 
ming ) to borrow fome inftances, in fuch a caf 
more to be refolved by inftances, that is experienc a 
anything elfe. But tharmy curiofity hath been 
this particular, that I think ( without pride or bragging r 
( be it fpoken ) I could have furnifhed him, W Pi . 
may fay alfo of what he hath written of, and upon Foft- 
~ his place, before examined, very accurately and 
earnedly: let the Reader, upon comparing, judge, a i 
he fhall pleafez But I have not yet, though before | 
have, upon another occafion, named the man: It is 
Doctor Reynolds, Royal Profeffor in Oxford, when he 
fived: andthe hook his learned Pralettiones, before 
named alfo, A pity itis, as he doth complain himfelf 
more than once, that the condition of thofe Praletiones 
was fuch, that he was forced oftentimes to repeat the 
famethings, which is able to make thofe, that have not 
patience, nor know how to value fuch ware, to be fon 
weary. His chicfelt inftances, befides Fernelins and 
CMatthiolus, their opinions in the cafe, upon certain 
roof and experienceare, the firft, Baptiffa Mantuanus 
a known Phyfician, in his notes, or obfervations upon 
Avicen, which he doth call Lectiones: whole words 
are. Ego mibicreaite, vids mew oculn, &c. that 1s: My 


with mine eyes, you may believe me, have feen #, 
certain 
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ain man who when be had 
Mahe, Thisindee 
rations by the intervention of Devil 
he, to provethe ftrength of ima Spires 
it feems, of the opinion of E 
Avicennaand fome others, emb at 
fing Chriftianity alfo ; who did afcrib 
ination, cribe fo much to the 
even Earthquakes might be and 
they that did believe this, reall h 
ination, How comes it to a 3 
thofe miracles? But for a they never. 
Gon ofthis: any defire] rther refolution, or refuta- 
nus his excellent Treatife pee them to learned Fye- 
worth the reading write 
though he do Arifotle for inthe old Ariffotelean w2 
lieve, when he doth fa ‘a wrong, unwillingly 1b 
write of the ftrength of a he believer did 
the smagination, no were. 
pole, Remizius his reat miltake. But to our 
is more ftrange, and n "ef which is not in 
feen aman, faith he efscredible, I think 
confines ) Would dite ofr oms all the 
clifed within a Magic into the fire, which ( er 
bigcer than the and when ome 
of the Charms before 4 wot be brought 
fire he did yield bimfe ’ he was forced, repetstscn 
palled. So Remigins the reff, and with 
IS Cogique tn By this, what P/ 
conceal noch; , may be und imy meant, b 
thing from my R eritood. But I 
y Remigine would ¢ y Reader. Theyth mutt 
over, more th afily believe th: y that fhould fee 
an onc that ] ha 
¢, by my notin ve. 
H 4 g and {cribling in 
moft 
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pages ofitr. Yet at this ¢j 

bable it would be found. And thar which mak — 

fomewhat fufpitious is, that J find much of this relation i 

fet our with more florifh, as ated elfewhere: which] 

confefs is very poflible, that what the Devil hath done fl 

in One place, he may doin another, And this J find in i 

| an Author, who profeffeth ro have travelled the Sreatel 
part of Ewrope, to fatishe his curiofity: and to {peak iim 
| truth, for the bignefs, /have not read ftranger things fi 
&§ in all kindsin any book : but this of Serpents, he dot 
relate from others, of what credit Jknow not ; he doth 

not fay he did fee them himfelf. And therefore the Re- 

der may fufpend his belief, as to this particular relat. 

on; if he pleafe,cill he or / have found it in Remigiu Ne 

witha] /muftfay, thatthe fame Author, but now fo 

ken of, though he doth not atteft this relation of Ser 

pents, as athing feen by himfelf; yet another he doth, @ 
‘( Vidimus ) his word, which in point of the creaturs 
charmed, is as diferent, as Serpents, are from Filia: 
in all other things have much affinity: Hercules ndwne, 
is the title of the book : one fob. Exnefus Burggraviu, i 
‘the Author : thefe two particulars of Serpents and Flies, 
pase 68.and77. My Author for Remigins, is onetha 
calls himfelf Philippus Ludwitus Elich, in his Demon 
magia: who is very full of quotations, out of good & 
books, J confefs, but otherwife, whether fober or no, 
when he wrote, he is fo full of extravagancies, J d0 
not know. Butagain, Rimigiws and Burggravim,, theit 
relations agree yery well, buc that they do not agree 
inthe place, which is no argument againf{t the truth: 
fome may think ita confirmation of their relations, be- 
caufe as / {aid before, it is very poflible the fame ching 
in fubftance might be acted, as moft other things are, 


gn different places; But De/rso, in whom thoug pe 


‘ 


force them to await the flroak of the dart: who alfo 


_ things, that fuch p 


‘things ; and how inexcufable 
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nor 
sent and copious enough, J find noe Oe 
q word of Valefius, he hath an exa ft one. 
e tnings , 
him of a quite contrary event: 
for there the CUavician was kill’d by the Ser peat 
who laft appeared, yo al might be the Dev 
imfelf: but enough of this. : 
MY next ( in Reynolds alfo) or teftimony, 1S 
of Andreas Mafia, that excellent Commentator, and 
learned Divine, who being intreated by Wierius, to 
explain unto him the true notions of the Hebrew words, 
wherewith all kind of Witchcraft is exprefled in the 
Scriptures, when he comes-to the word 73m, which 
properly fignifieth incantare, or to inchant; he doth 
add: Et Vidi, &c, alfo bave [een them, Who 
With words ( or charms ) could frop wild beafts, ana 


could force that domeftick, beaftly creature, which We 
call a Rat, as foo as feen, amazed and aftonifhed to 
ftand till, as it were immovable, until not by any de- 


ceit or ambufoes, but only ftretching their bands they 


had taken them, and fPrangled them, So learned Ma- 
fius. Some Reader it may be that is not incredulous, 
for want of due confideration, will be aftonifhed at thefe 
| ower fhould be given unto man 
or Devil, Butthey fhould rather make this ufe of j 
that if fuch power even Spirits have, 
creatures, and fervants . 


bad are, though againft 
his power be, who 


that are Gods 
which both good and 


their wills. what ma 
is the Creatcer of 
e they, who in 
ftick. at fome things, 
And if they believe, 


( they 


fome articles of our faith , 
aS impoflible to God ? 


Je 
C 
[ 
C 
in 
ak 
| 
*) 
"9 
d 
; 
| 


/ know not what compafs of ground: but this, not by 


oneplace, and then, what to be done, I know not : he 


_ Children of the Parith, or place, after him, who (ifa 


" nature; becavfe the Moles, at a certain time of the year, 


ftoryofalater date, which though for fome reafons! 
-amfomewhat fhye to come to: Yet, becaufe in two fe- 


» & true Chriftians ) that one Angel. at 

command, deftroyed in one ni cht, one 
and five thoufand men, why, awonder unto any, thata 
man, by the-help of the Devil, who is a rebel- Angel 
fhould have fuch power ( God not hindring) upon dumb 
creatures, whether fierce or tame? The German Piptr 
Ithink, there be but few, but fometime or other have 
heard of, who having agreed with the Town, or Vil 
lage, at acertain rate, to deftroy all the Rats, which 
did much annoy the place, and shes performance, was 
“denied, and laughed at : drew by his mufickall, or mof 


truc tale ) were never heard of. It is related by many 

fora truth, and faid by fome, to be left upon the records § 
ofthe place or Cousitry. But I will noc trouble my felf 
tofeek my books or papers for it, at thistime, Enough 
hath been produced of later times, whichI think unque- 
ftionable, andI have yet more to the fame purpofe. | 
remember well, that many years ago, Sir Henry Wootton, 
being then Provoft of Eaton-Colliedye, he did tell me, that 
fome body, whether Englifh or Outlandith, did offer 
unto himco deftroyall the AZeles of the Country for! 


anycharm, or incantation, he faid, but by a fecrerof 


ie was their nature and cuftom, to gather together in 


told me more, burthisisallIremember. But I havea 


veral places in my Notes and Obfervations upon Dsogenti 
Lacrtins lately fer out, and in thofe Obfervations upon 
the Pfalms, and Proverbs, theimportunity of Printers, 


when Iwas not very well furnithed, either with books 


or Ieifure, but worft of all, of will, ( wher ae 
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me could be expected to be acc 
Me me: but becaute 1 
it here at large. 
IN othe year of our L ved 
fome les chen lived in 
fperate malignant; but out of wes looked wpen 
whotn, and his wil refpe& to my wife, be- 
cited, e, there was fome relation of 
name ; buta man of ve whom 
with he had made of 
though I never heard th he it, chan genceats he did: 
it, which many sched him(elf by 
were more covetous, had lefs power 
ap at that time wher di acknowledge, not know 
dioufly, Iwas much b rte difpofe my felf more comm ; 
olding tohim: andic did 0- 
fac din’ fufficiently hated and t pro. 
day, it was the rr One time (I cant 
with hith a Gene! 0 February ) he came elithe very 
kin to mine, who had & his wives own cher ger 
remember, of So ad been not long before She - - 
the times, for and fuff as 
with divers fies oyalty. They cam ered. much -by 
6f the:company among whom 
ad lately bough , becaute the chiefedt 
not thi Ca Barb 
nk convenient, as 
» as yet, altogether 


to truft himfelf 
courfer OF ait ; Was one fob 
t Cou “ Toung 2 know 
n horfe- 


the bet Ro ntry. Whi 
om th ~ ileft Ww 
ad, and the Servants in 
itchin b 
ad, or fince “wind 
comes in, with his 


Matti 


the fire : 


had ; fore 1 fon ( the only J the 
OR Years of ew) 


a 
, 
1b 
. 
h 
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2 
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Gredulity ana Incredulity,; | 
which he was very fond of, as the Maftiff was | 
on fobn 7, ae to make himfelf and the company 
rc; What wil you fay, Sir, faith he, if I make your 
Og, without touching of him, lie down, that he thal 


not ftir ? Or to that effed. My fon, for it was aM. 


dtiff of great ftrength, and courage. which h 

cw 
a little proud of; defied him, i prefently 6 hes 
and the Maftiff ( at a diftance ) to reel: which when te fi 
‘boy faw, aftonithed and amazed, he began to cry out, 


But che man, fearing fome difturbance in the houfe, 


ed his tune, or forbare further piping, (I know 
not which ) and che dog fuddenly became +. “ae ands 


Wigorousas before, Of this I knew nothing, till te 


company was gone. Then a maid of the houfe obfer- § 
ving that I much wondred at it, and withed I had feenit: 
© Matter, faid the, do you wonder at it? This mo 
doth itfamiliarly, and more than chat, the fierceft hork, 7 
or bull chat is, if he {peak buta word or two intheir ears, 
they become prefently tame, fo that they may be Ie 
witha ftring and he doth ufe to ride them, in the fight 
ofall people. This made methe more impatient; and 
fo it was, that being invited chither to dinner againft the 
next day, I thought long till the time was come, an 
had not (the nextday ) been long there, but told the 
Mafter of che houfe, before much company, that were 
then prefent, what I had heard of the man, and howde- 
firous I was to be further fatisfied ; That thal! you foon 


be, repliedhe: and prefently fent one for him, but 


_anfwer was brought he was gone abroad, but they 


chought he would not belong away. This very delay, 
though but for fo fhort atime, troubled me, which 
cater obferved or no; Well, well, faith the Malter 
of the houfe, I will give you fome fatisfaction, in the 
meantime, by one ftory I fhall tell you. This ae 
faid he, was once in company, and being in the "Ca 
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(orto that effect ) began to ee. whe 109 
any dog, were he never fo ere. he could do to 
ned, thata Tanner, wh great or fo fierce. It ha 
all the day was ke 0 had avery fierce Mattiff, 
company, who Pp Bn chains, or mufled wae 
chance, itis (not without the 
executed would good laws againit it, a 
wealth ) offered we become a © iftian Poe well 
do it to the faid ay with him ten pound hy mmon- 
of hands to lay his A that was, without ms fo 
hi at u ree or uf 
10 be {0° and to lay him nthe ground, take him ak 
e fo well furnifhed pon 2 table. Yo 0 
pull’d out of his ed at that time, that “i hapned 
lings, The Tan pocker (Tthink T'was edd prefently 
laid into the ha re . the mo told ) ten fhil- 
sorte As roe one of th ney on both fides 
which time, to th e company, and th 
y; of them tha no {m | tne 
aftonifhment ad not feen it 
the wager: of hi — 
th y perform what h a little piping th im, tha 
xecrat! ed, bei DUC in 
ufion was. th iscian: after fom 
to arbitrari at the bufinefs b or commenced. T ex- 
{tor lon, and thi s being on bo he con- 
{tance memory fail for one; me the 
ven him > the main, I 
ome othe: nd there was confident it doth r circum- 
do er of char anend. Th oth not ) w 
ne to fierceft company, befi en they be cre 
perfons of befor elides horfes to cell 
Cory than the ity : but withal wh » what he had 
had dos one bull 
eto him Carri » more refrae 
; carried him, againft 


: 


his will, 
»intoa de 
ep pond, where he was in { 
in fome danger 


Cy were f{peakin - 
n Toung, 


but at | 
aft, had his will of him alf 
0, 


Whileft th 


aS of 
any 
our 
hall 
d- 
not 
Pe, 
the 
ut, 
(3 
OW 
he 
t: 
an 
fe 

d 
d 

2 


‘TIO Of Credulity and Incredulity, 


fobs, faith the Mafter of the ho i 

man, at whofe houfe you were = ag Gentle 
defirous ( to fatisfic his curiofity, and to nd 
tofeefome of your feats, I was fitting by the fees 
was cold, and Iwas not very well) but turned and fixe 
my = upon him, and he his, as earne(tly upon me 
Told him what I had heard of him, and thar it woul il 
much fatisfieme, to fee that done with mine eyes, i 
which, I knew, by fome was thought impofible im 
Whereupon the man, ftil! earneftly looking upon me, 
began a difcourfe, how that all creatures were madeby 
God forthe ufe of man, and tobe fubject unto him ; ad 
that if men did ufe their power rightly, any man migh 
dowhathe did, I muftconfefs, I did wonder not alittle 
to heara man, whom by his profeflion, and his counte. | 
nance, you would hardly have thought able to read ( and 
whether he was, Idonot know ) to fpeak fo Philofo § 
phically; efpeciallyafter, Iremembred what I had rei 
in Cornelius Agrippa, that famous, but learned 
an, to thefame purpofe, De occulta Philofopbia Lib. 3. 
cap.40. Quod un'cuique bomins impre(] us eft character, 
&c. where he begins : Jt is approved by good experienct, 
that man nathrally bath an inbred power in him of binding 
and commanding, Sc. and yet, itis far from my thoughts 


20 think, that ever the man heard fo much as of the 


name. But after Thad heard hima-while, I did adven- 
ture to defire him, that I might hear fome of his piping, 
He.as onethat made very flight of it,took a little {tick out 
ofthe Chimney, moft of che company being bufie in dit- 
courfe, one with another, not regarding what paffet 
Serween him and me: and did begin to make fome kind 
of noife, wherein I did not think there was much mu- 
fick. But this I obferved, { the Reader may laugh, and 
J know it might bea chance ) that whileft he was piping, 


which was not long, a Cat that wasin the Chinen 
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im, in 
ner, came towards him, e notice of it. 
pofture of body, that I cou he in. and the room 
But, by this, Dinner was an i The man promi- 
fed me he would com it. and forbare 
fhould not lofe his labour. Itralted he healt 
Corther mention of him, whileft I was in the . 
But when returned to my own, | expected, red an 
day, andnonews of him. — Ifent, as opportunity 0 
edit felf, meflages unto him: promifes were returned, 
but no performance followed, At laft, after began to 
fufped& the man avoided me, I made two journeys to 
Medburft, fome feven miles from mine own houfe,where 
Iwas told, or not far off, he did live, bur for ought I 
could do, I never had the fight of che man ever fince, 
and I think he died before, or foon after I left the Coun- 
try. Uponenquiry, all that I could learn is, that he had 
learned it of his father, who they faid, drove the fame 
trade before him, 
IF the Reader have received any fatisfaction from 
this ftory, Iam glad of it, Ifnot, to make him amends, 
I willtell him another, Icannot fay more true; buthe 
will perchance, becaufe better attefted, and from the 
place, and occafion more noble; whereof a Bell isa 
confiderable part. And this, not becaufe I defire to 
pleafe his ears, ( whichis tar from me) but to vindicate 
a truth of fuch confequence, which cannot ( except 
Scripture authority will be thought fufficient, which in 
this particular feems to fome doubtful ) be better vindi- 
cated, than by experience, After the death of Pope 
Leothe Tenth, and before Adrian the fixth, his fuccef- 


for, was chofen, (being then abfent) and come. to 
itfeems, befides other confufion, by 

ons, agri¢vous Plague at Rome: which 

the people, being otherwife, by other ani 
muc 


Rome, there was, 
ftrife and divifi 
did fo amaze 


ntle. 
(it 
me, 
yes, 
ble. 
by 
and 
tle 
te. 
nd 
io 
id 


Of Credulity and Incredility, 
much annoyed and perplexed; that having tri 
; ving tried othe i 
ufual means to.no purpofe; at laff, they bad 
Demetrins, a Grecian, and noted Magician, who 
was faid, and atcefted by fome, to have done wonders 
in that kind, in other places, The man. with much i 
confidence, undertook the bufinefs, promifing to clear 
the City, not for the prefent only, but for the time to i 
comealfo. This to bring to pafs, (for a good reward 
we may be fure ) he requires a bull to be brought to him: 
ablack bullie muft be, anda very fierce one, they fay it 
was: but he after fome charms, made him gentle and 
Patient enough, fo that he fuffered his horns to be cu 
off, without any refiftance, What I chiefly aimed at, is 
atanend: but if the Reader defire to know fomewhatof 
the iflue, truly Iamataftand inthat. Quercetanns, de 
pefte, relates it out of Paulus fovins, whom I have not; 
Peftem Roma grafjantem, fedatam fuiffe incantationibu 
Demetrii, 8c. thatis, That the Plague, raging & 
in Rome, Was affwazedby the inchantments of one Deme- 
trius, @c. Délrio, the Jefuit, out of Grildlandus, faith 
nothing of the Plague, ( De/riodoth not, whether Grit 
leadus doh, Lknow not; I have him not at chis time ) 
but only of the Bull ( which he calls, ferociffimum taw- 
rum ) how he was calmed by Magick-art, and led bya 
ftring, hundreds of people following, and for this very 
Demetrins, 4s a novoriousinchanter, cait into pri. 
fon. But Gilbertss copnatus, ( him I have ) who very 
Jargely doth tell the tory, and by fome prayers I have 
of his in another book, feems to have been a very religi- 
ous man, and was then at Rome, as take it: by him, 
indeed the Plague is mentioned, a very fad Plague, and 
the‘confufions of che City at that time fully fet out : the 
Mavictan alfo hired, the Bull required and tamed : all 
this he hach at large: but not thar the Plague was there- 


ppon aflivaged or removed : though it feems the people 
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: ‘nion of the man, after he 
of he City, had fo good aft in prifon, by authort- 


had done his feats, ¢ rrh 

ho ty, asa 5 he was violently 
ets ander at liberty. And Cogmataes doch ade, the 
ich thence, he went intoa certain place, wuere 


hat it was faid, he had, by bis are cleared 1t ; 


ear was, andt 

to but, faid only: whether truly or fallly, 
rd, us, Oauphrins, in the lite of Adrian the fixt 

mM: tion the Plague, but nothing elfe : neither indeed was 
Lit ic for che credit of the place, or people, he fhould, For 
nd Co:natus writing to his friend about it, begins, “De Graca 
ut ila ( the Magician that was imployed was a Grecian, J 
s told you before ) (uperftitione, qua Komam, Anno 1§22., 
of fair, [cribere volens, vereor, &c, that is, 
de Hime fire, to write of that Greek [aperftition, which Was atled at 
t; ME Rome, in the year 1522.1 have reafon to fear, that nei- 
ther acquit my jelf, Lought, and that both 10 
of and other Readers, the thing willfecm incredible, For fuch 
is the indignity of the thing, Sc, 

fh WELL, ithink we may take it for grarited. if cer- 
P tain and approved experience, can make any think indu- 
) bicable, that by charms and inchantments many [uperna- 
twral operations, are brought to pafs and if {uch appro- 


ed teltimonies of freth memory were wanting, yet to 
Me, asctomany ochers 1 fuppofe, the tetimony of fo 
many ages, grounded upon common experience, would 
bea fufficient evidence. After the Scriptures, Homer 
for his antiquity, of all Authors now extant. is moft 
confiderable , whofe teltimony is ordinarily produ- 
ced, as indeed very pertinent and emphatical : 
. is Plato’s , in more than one place: So Pin- 
meat y Where to be found. Phyficians and 
aws of Princes. fome- 
I | times 


. evidence, in our caufe, to prove that fuch things were 


der pretence of trial, and finding of tranigrellor, 


Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
times did} and fomerimes not: but thofe that did no, 


and were moft fevere, but not un; : 
as indeed they were, fometimes ) they 


practifed, and found available, as thofe laws, that did iim 
favour them. Ammianus Marcellin, whole judy. 
ment we need not much ftand upon, as Jong as his te 
‘ftimony, for the matter of fact, is good : in his Hiftory fim 
of thofe times, when himfelf lived, doth record it, an 
example of great cruelty, chat fome were proceeded fim 
againit in his time, as greac malefactors, becaufe thy Ii 
had made ufe of anile tncantamentum, ad leviendum dlr Zi 
rem; andin another place, that a certain Mayifre, i 
( anum quandam fimplicem, &c.) that is, Did put to 
afimple( or innocent) old woman, which was wont wh i 
fesooth ( Or barml:[s ) inchautments, to cure intermirin 
Fevers, (or Agues ) after that the fame beinz /ent fr, 
bad bealed his own daughter. A cruel thing indeed, tht 
he fhould ufe her help, or art; to cure his own daugh 
ter, and afterwards put her to death, for curing others, @ 
aid making a practice of it: except we underftand it fo 
that chis man in authoricy, not fully fatisfied that fucha 
thing could be; that is, that charms and inchantment 
were ofthat power, and having fuchan opportunityto 
know the truth, having a daughter fick in the houfe, he 
made ufe of her 3 and finding that fhe was a Witch, i0- 
deed. and dealt in thofe things, which by the laws 
thofe times were ftri@ly inhibited under pain of death; i : 
fohe pur her to death, notwithftanding that (againt Hi 
his expectation perchance ) his’ daughter had reaped the | 


benefc of her unlawful profeftion. And yet let us ob- 
'ferve by the way, that if he did it of purpofe, to make 


rrial, and to know thetruth , befides that he made him 
felfobnoxious to the law, for trefpaffing againft it, 
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miffed of his end. For it wa 
cured many by thofe unlawful 
though the ufed the fame means, 


fee prefuppofe the concurrence 0 
ie Hons which nothing lawful or unlawful can be done : 


belides, what may alfo be alledged from natural hidden 
aufes. and there be tore of inftances to that purpofe, 
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aw did not allow: he might alfo have 
which te nolible, that fhe that had 


courfes, might not cure 
For ftill we mutt 


Gods will and permufiion, 


chat effe@ual charms. in, and by the fame hands are not 


effectual, But again, Wierins would fay, that 
Mathe Devil, to mifchief a poor innocent old woman, did 
contrive it, that her charms fhould be eff-Ctual at thar 
rime, though invery deed, all that fhe did, did contri- 
Bbute nothing really coche cure, whereof hinfelf was the 
Mimmediate and onlyauthor. So far we may admit, that 
Bethe charms of themfelves were nothing, but as they 
mwere made effectual byhim. But the woman therefore, 


thac did apply her felfto the Devi/, and entred into co- 


me venant with him to fuch and fuch purpofes; or, fay fhe 


made no dire covenant, yet ufed an indire&t way, by 
the laws of the land feverely interditted; fhe innocent, 
and no Wiieh, but in conceit ? Who feeth not, 1 have 


im ‘aid ic before, and fay it again, how by this device any” 


malefafor may become innocent ? But of wierins, and 
his opinion, before fufficiently, 
WHAT Ammianus doth call, anum fimplicem, 
derftand 4 white wirch, asin fome parts of England the 
are called: thatis, fuch as are enerally, by the por 
mon people, fuppofed todono hurt, but-rhuch sood 
to diftinguifh them from ordinary mifchievous witche 
When I lived in Sommerfet-foire, where. as (oon 34 by 
er capable, by the Collation of Lancelot Andrews 
then Bithop of Winch fier, (whofe name will be in ho- 
nour, and his books in requeft. as long as good learn- 
ing, and true piety both, which of late hath fuffered 
2 great 
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Of Gredulity and Incrtdulity; 


a 
Great detriment, are in credit in Ex: /en, ) T hada 


Bithop his eldeft fon. as tels Stil, the widow 
another of the Bithops fons, 
Detter known unto mofi. by; 
for which y ftrange infirmity he had 
, many that had feen him abroad, as Ih : 
een him, andonce at my houf 
e, would have {worn 

ed; yet natural, and conrracted, ; 
€ heard, by fome burt in his back-bon h fa 
unrulinefs of his horfe, when he ee 
this flory, now to be told, J trons 
could relate,it in his words f ae 

: , for he wa 

| in his fathers Whilelt a 

ne Living there, in that Countr 
ture, which for good fhe was 
ood only, had got the name of a white witch ; and 
oy. who were not fenfible of the hurt the did, b 
rawing fo many into condemuation, and the nares vik 
Devil, whodid ufe her help ; magnified and admued 
It feems the woman did not want, either tongue or bolt 
nels, co juftifie her felf, and her proceedings, when 
occafion was; and had got the reputation, ameng ma. 
ny, not only of a cunning, but alfo religions woman. 
Whereupon Doctor Si was defired by fume of beset 
judgment, coadmit her to fome kind of conference, thi 
the people, if poffible, might be undeluded, Bat h 
for good reafons, I make no queftion, refuted ic: ve 
was willing to repair to the Parifh, where fhe lived, and 
publickly out of the Pulpit, declare his opinion concettr 
ing fuch practices, which he hoped, would do as well, 


or better, which was kindly accepted. “The Sunda), 


or Lords.dsy ( which fome affect to call the Sabboth-aa), 


but not fo properly ) being came, which he had fet-and 
promifed, 
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oromifed, he went: Any body may fuppofe 
companied, with friends and fervants. The horfe that 
he did ride, was his own ordinary Gelding, to which 
he was accuftomed, But when near the place, (town 
or village ) the horie began to rife, and to caft, in a 
iftrange manner, which he never was known to do be- 
fore: and his carriage wasfo impetuous, thatho body. 
could comé near the rider, who was fuppofed co be in 
very great danger, as they were all in great amazement. 
Buc ac lait, there bang fome kind of Crofs or Afarket- 
vice, with a ftone-afcent to it, not far of, the horfe 
cirried him up thither, and then ftood {tock fill. The 
D.& » had no hyrt, but could not for a time, but be 
very fenfible of what he had fuffered by fuch violent con- 
cultion ( or /xecu/fion more properly ) in his body: and 
by che ftrangenefs and unexpectednefs of it in his mind , 
fo chat of neceflicy he was forced to turn back, and they 
that expected him, were difappointed. What become 
of che creature afterwards, either Inever knew, or have 
forgotten. The Dottor, we know, continued in good 
credit, and became afterwards Bifbop of the place. I 
“oi done with my ftory, which for the fubftance, as 
related unto me, | dare warrant true: but if miftaken in 
any circumttance, I defire the Reader to confider, that 
it is aimoft half a hundred years fince it was told 
“e 1 know there be many, fo little grounded in 
the true faith and myfteries of Gedline/s, that at th 
hearing of this ( if they believe it ) they will ™ 
ready, either to quarrel with God Almish f : 
ering , Of to interpret this permiflion of his, as 
a kind of juftification of th 
€ woman, and her pra@i- 
ces. But we fhall meet -with ‘ect ; 
with, fuch objections, ia 
another place, before we end thi 
thall ¢ end this firft Part. 
4y no more here, but this: Fow can 
they fo much wonder at this. who k d 
in} 
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TI 

us nffered, fometimes, as lately among 

> ,Cmunentiy a wicked caufe to profper and 
his faithful Minilters and Godly men, 
and Princes( whereof our late moft 
rare examp! 

mple ) to fall into the hands of the w; 

That the Church of God in seneral hath been: in ; 

ect ro the oppofition and perfecution of the Devilan 

is inftruments; and more particularly, that St, Pay/ 
though a Saint, fo dear unto God, met with an Ales 
ander, who Greatly withftood him. and that, when he 
would have come, once, twice, to the 7 heff aleaias 
who perchance needed him as much, or more, than th 
Doctor was needed in that place ( Town or Village ) 
whether he was going; he was hindred by Satan? 

BUT nowlam in Sommerfet-pire, before 1 leave 

L beg the liberty of another relation, which though it 
not muchtomy main purpofe, yet becaufe I have wo: 
hitherto, tomy belt remembrance, met with it elf 
where, or not fo fully as I wifhed, I would preferve the 
memory of it to pofterity. And firft of all, I will her 

infert it, as it came to my father ( of bl.m.) froma ver 
good hand, which no man, I dare fay, will excep 
againit; then Iwill perfe@ it. (if not much miftaken) 
with fuch additionals, as learned inthe Country, when 
I lived there. 

( It was his fathion foto begin almoft eve 
_tything; that.he wrote: I hope there is no: 
init, the great or terriculamentum of this 
Atheiff calage. Ancient Chriftians, inftead of it, ufed 
ordinarily the Cro/s: there was no Popery then: ) Rem 
wiram mitt narrabat bodice, Dom. Epsfcopus Elienpt, 
Santha pictatis Antifies. Dicebat fe accepiffe a multi 
fedprecipue a Dom, Epifcopo Vellenfi nuper mortuo, cms 


velit Dom. Montacutus : eveniffe ante annos circiter X 
( he did wrice this in the year of the Lord 1640, or 1611. 
as 


* 
‘ 
a 
*. 
a 
>< 
4 
+ 
. 
- 
= 
ars 
» 
¥ 
4 
af 
= 


in things NATURAL. 119 
| lla, frveea ds- 

for [find no date ) im urbe Wella, 

die quadam affiva, Ht dum in E cclefiaCa 
shedrali, populus facris vacabat, aio, vel tria tomurua 


enda, ita ut po- 
inter plura auairentHr, fupra modum horrenda, po 


pulus pniver [usin procumberet ad illum fo- 


uum rervibilem. *Conftitit, fulmen fmul ceciat fe, 
4m damno tamer. A hac anlgaria. Thx : 
mirandum, quod pofea oft obfervatum a muliis, reperta 
efle Crucu imagines impre (jas corpor jous 
facratum fuerant, Dicebat Epifcopus Vollenfis, D. Elien/i, 
uxorem {uam ( honeftiffimaea femina fuit ) vemiffe aa fe, 
narralf pro miraculo, in cor por e 4 
+ fixmaextare, quodcamrifu exciperet Epifcopus, 
nudato corpore, ct probavit verumifje, quod asxerat. De- 
inde ipfe obfervarit fibi quoque ejufdem* manife|tifimam 
imaginem eff, inbrachio, cpinor: alizs, im bu- 
mero, in pettore, in derfo, aut alia corporis parte. Hoe 
vir maximus, Dom, Elienfis, ita mibi narrabat, ut veta- 
ret de veritate biftoria ambigere.| Ex. Adverf. If. Ca- 
fanoom NX, 4. fol. antepenule, 

THE fummis, Thatatfuch a time ( fome eighty years 
ago, or thereabouts ) a ftrange thunder, for the terror 
of the noife, hapned inthe Cathedral of Wells, in. Som- 
merfet-foire, as the people were there at Prayers or Ser- 
mon: which made them fall all upon their knees. That 
atterwards, it was obferved, chara Crofs was imprinted 
upon the bodies of all, or moft there affembled ; ofthe 
Bifhop, and his vertuous wife particularly, 

1 W ILL not take upon me abfolutely to determine, 


how thefe Croffes mightcome: I thould not make anv 


great wonder of them, no 
more than I do of thofe 


he pious and learned compiler of AZa- 
faumVeronenfe, are called-Crycic Lapis, and fully de- 


awe by him: which I do not find adfcribed to any 
other, but a natural caufe, Learned Remigius, 1 re- 
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‘nent: bur ftill five, curioufly drawn fromthe top, and 


| ghem, diligently, that write of ftones, 


120 Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
member, hath an obfervation that | 

thofe bodies, that are flruck with Thunder 
marked with figns, -refembling the imprefiion of -nails. 
which theythat arefimple, faith he, {uppofe to be the 
Devils claw, whom they believe to have, hoofs and nails 


net ordinary, Bur this, as well he might, he do} 


laugh ac. and proceeds to the inguifition of a natu, 
caule, out of Ariffitde, and others, But] will nottray. 
feribe, where there is fuch facile excefs. 
I AM. a great admirer, I profels it, of a {tone 
whichis not very rare. Many call them 
I have them of divers forms, (as to the bignels, o 
whoie body ) which in fome is perfe@ly Ova/: in fone 
more rownd ; in others pointed or pyramidical : fomefor i 
the length, not unlike a bclmet; and fome very fa, 
which have fomewhat of the refemblance of a heart, «i 
vided intwo, And thisis obfervable in fome of then, 
that the lines not going through the body of the fom, & 
( not vifibly at lealt but foon, they reprefent: 
perfect Star or Aflerick, as ulually painted; curioully 
fet our infeveral rows of little points, But this ( the 
occafion of this fhort digreflion ) is effential to themall, 
that are perfecdt, not broken, I mean, or wore out: 
They have five double lines, made of two diftin& rows 
of pricks, or full-points, as it were ; but with geeat 
yariety. For infome, every row is double, very 
ficially fet out. The points in moft, are, as it were, 
denzed in the ftone: in fome others, extant, or em 


all ( or molt of them ) meeting in one center, which 1, 
asitwere, avave!: whichnave/, asalfo the vertex, of 
very cop, feemeth in fome of them, to be a body byt 
felf, or a different piece, ant feparable from the relt; 


d ‘ovned. I have fcughe into 
but clofely joynted, or joyne 
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cound but little, that fatisfies me. They are not of the 
nature of ordinary ftones, Tam lure but, a5 
owe their original to fome kind of generation. Learae 
wormins, who hath made a great collection of them, in 
his 1: Wormianum, doch tellus, 1 1s the opinion 
offome, that they ingender, even whileft tones, which 
his own obfervation, that he hath fome,which have other 
litle ones annexed andas it were proceeding from them, 
doth make the more probable : co him, at leait. Nye cer 
1 omnind abanere he faith of himfelt. Mott, that 
write of them,tell us,that by Pliny, they are called, Ovmm 
anvwinum, or Snakes-egge. It may be fo, but what reafon 
might enducethem, tothink fo, 1 mutt confefs, that as 
yet Lam to feek, His defcription is ; Vidi equidemid ovim 
mali orbiculats mcdics magnituaine crufta cartilaginis, ve- 
Int acetabulis bracbiorum polypi crebris, infigne Drusass ; 
which before I take upon me to tran{late, Imuft under- 
ftand better, thanI do, Surelam, here is no mention 
of the five /ines, or tails, aS Ge/neruscallsthem, the moft 
eminent thing in thefe kindofitones. Befides, whether 
atrucovmm ancuinum, orno, the trial is, faith Pliny, 
Si contra aguas Aunitet, vel auro vindlum: Will thefe 
{tones do fo ? I have fo little belief they will, that I ne- 
egies ee fo idle, as to make trial, But again, 
tes Of them as ftomes or eggs rather, ( for hedoth 
notatall, inall his defcription, makethem to be 
or call them fo ) of great Worth and rarity » which c. 
thefe kind of ftones be not much rarer in Jr4/y.than th 
are in Enland, cannot be true of them. N 
ther. For Eland, where thev: 
then in the power of th Rint being 
rare at Rome. if ; € Romans, they could nor be very 
fran f, Vin any requeft, He tells of many 
ge, or rather admirable qualities hich th 
Druids, and Mavicians reported her 
believing them, How sported of them, but not as 
if thac be true, he 


feems 


ently 
found 
nails, 
C the 
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doth 
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PGredabity and 

Cems tO report in good earneft 
neit, that a. 

whom he names, . was Put to death by lends, ae 


€ was matical 
enou ith ch 7 
of ch and by fome be 
fwade me th 
ate the thing intended by Pliny 
y ovnm aniuinum, when fo many other things are 
againit it, Let-meadd, that the figures of thefe 
fet out by Wormins and Ge/nerus, though they agree ( 
bind that a man may fufpee, they had them the one 
— the other ; yer nor very like, in either of them, to 
oie ftones that Ihave. For whereas their figures be- 
tween the lines, are /cabrous, or full of little prot uber ar 
OF emmmences, like little warts, as Ge{aerus calls them: 
mine are {mooth in thofetnterftices, one or two except: 
ed, which might contra their raggednefs, from the 
ground, where they did long lie. Ihave one fo {mooth, 
tharone half of it is perfpicuous or pellucid, and doth 
reprefent within, fome kind of circles or tunicles, like 
Onions-coats; which alfo hath this fingular, that in one 
fide of the circumference, it hath a little round excré 
cence, as it werea Wen, ora Wart, butfmooth, The 
truchis, the figures in Wormius do not agree with his 
defcription. The defeription tells us, that the dines ot 
pasls, ab apice, in bafin : from the top, to the navel, as I 
callit, orashe, not improperly, (alluding to the mo 
_ dielus of awheel; where the radii meet, and are faften- 
€d ) modiolum, doexcurrere: the fiwre fercheth them 
fromthe bafis: which isfo maina difference, that Ge/ner 
by that chiefly doth diftinguifh them from the true, of 
fuppoled, ovum anguinum, ot Snakes-egge: by fome 
 fuppofed-to be a Toads, and by others, the Ege ni a 
| Orloife. 


g hoping by th we + When he was in {uit of Ja 

help of it Ol law 

follow, shar become victorious twill 
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Tortoife. Andas to the ftones, which Wormius under 
onefigure, and under one kind, by the name of Brontsa, 
Thunder-ftones Or ovum angwinnm doth defcribe , Gefner 
hath the figure of them inanother place, ( page 166.0 
my Edition ) onder no certain name: and Chapter 3. 
59: under the title of Brontia, Ombtria, and Ce- 
raunia , Whichare the right figures of the ftones, which 
(bat with much more variety ) 1 havé, very well, and 
fully enough deferibed by Wormins. But it is ime 1 fhould 
end this, occafioned meerly by the mention of Thunder, & 
Thunder-marks and {ome kind of affection J bear unto 
thefe ftones, which feem to me to promife fomewhat 
more thanordinary, andworthy to be enquired after, 
Asoldaslam, Icould be content to be carried a good 
way, (for gol cannot, Iam fure ) to learn fomewhat of 
them, not fo much of their vertwes, as of their produti- 
on, whichto mefeems a great fecret of nature, Yet 
when I confider, that nature doth feem to take fome 
pleafure in thofe kind of figures, which confift of five di- 
vifions, as by the Stella marixa, to 
fingers, and five toes in man: befides what in divers 
other creatures is anfwerable to either: five femfes, 8 
isanother thing, becaufe not ap are Retin sas 
Sea-fifh : fieka Selis, &e. and 
aivs, and others. and by thofe prety flones. ordinarily 


known ( and fo defcribed by Ge/ner, de 4. lap. P. 37 


‘&c. ) under the name of afterie, aftroita, xc, as alfoby 


whereof there be many kinds andthe 
1, Orany of which, whecher the Pyshagore- 
| triangles, joyned or | 

into five Points, or angles. deferibed by 


any reference, I th 
all not 
fome Naturalifts now inquire ) and again, that 


by many pregnant ; o mai 
Gnant inftances, do main- 
r Sea, nor Land doth produce any thing, 
| | but 
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12 
re 
kind of feffie in the aoe in fome kind, by fome 
many bones of F; els of the Earth: ¢ wh 
oF Fifhes, yea whole Fithes 
as tothe form, but perf imperfed 
perteé ftone. are 
up out of the Earth, even upon }; ound, and digged 
Sea : lome my felf have, ha from the 
| fion Offers ics felf, with pleafure. and When OCCa- 
things confidered, ‘I think jr is off b! 
elie poliible, thefe {tones ma 
ling elle, ( but even fo, well deferving ad 
ofddmiration ) but fome kind of foffiles ; iene situ 
by chem at the reprefertation of fomewhat dc hiwe 
or grow, either inrhe Sea. or upon the L bs tt 
forget my felf, 
_ BUT nowcoreturntoour wv 
ditional of the relation, which I ha 
uch romifed, is more 
nge tome, than anything in the faid relation; if it 
: be true. For fince no mention of it is madein the ‘exh 
-bited re/ation, | cannot abfofutely facisfie my felf, that 
istrue; much lefscan I warrant it to others. This i 
mifed, thar which came ro me, whileft I lived in cial 
Country, from. fome others, who pretended perfed 
knowledge of thething, is this: A certain man, the 
faid. had been not long before inducted into a Bencfie 
in that Country, of whom there wasa report, ( but no 
proof ) that he was addicted to the black Art. This 
man being fummoned, as the fafhion is, by authority, to 
Preach in the Cathedral, took his Text: Thou Ged of 
Spirits: (Iwastoldnomore, as I remember ) out of 
Nwmb. 16. 22. 17.16. and whileft he was in his dif- 
courfe a out Spirits 5 ( of purpofe it may be, to confirm 
the opinion of fome, that he had co do with them, think- 


ing thereby, to be looked upon as an extraordinary 
man ; i perchance no fuch thing really ) this ftorm 
apned. Goncerning which, I have now, 


of Thunder 
befides the relation, delivered bona fide, what my memo- 


£2 
* 
Ve 
4 
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ry afforded unto me which perchance may 
from what, not I have 
of my book, wher eof I keep fuch wit 
by che relation of others, and would not forget., h 
yer to fay. However, if there be any mifltake, rather 
than his name fhould fuffer, fom whom I had it, I will 
take it upon me: He was one of the Clergy, and a fre- 
quent Preacher in this Cathedral, tO their very good li- 
king, that could di‘\inguifh ( which few do or.can ) bes 
tween fenfe, and fonnd : folid good matter, I mean, and 
a piaufible voice and delivery, which hath been created 
of at large by me, with an accurate examination ofthe 
natural caufes, inanother book. 1 all not conceal his 
name to any that have known him : to others, it is need- 
lefs. Theaccount of my book is this: 17. ul. Anno 
Dome, 1638. of Mr, &c. That about fome chirty years 
aso, when he was a young Scholar in Trinity-Colledge 
[in Cambrid,e | as chey were in the Hall, at che Greek 
Lecture, the Reader then reading upon Ariftophanes his 
Negfrary (he thinks ) and perticularly treating of the 
word mMEPONOS, ( that 1S, Thunder ) there came a fudden 
clap of Thunder, that ftruck them alldown, and fomea 
good {pace from the place, where they ftood: aftonifh- 
ed all, and deaded one, for the {pace of fix hours, who 
allo continued Jame of it, for three months after + and 
44 of the main rafters of the roof, in ore, 
ro cing no appearance of any Rain, or Thunder be- 
THUS verbatim, asl entred it in my book, h 
‘ LOW 
long after,1 know not,but probably not ona atter. Howe 


ever,I cannot promife I h; ibited hi 
cant ave exhibited his own w 
therefore if thére be Le 


| any impropriety, or miftake i 

| iftake inth 
exPolition,] defire, thar may be imputed unto me Now 
as I believe it true, Ido not pro- 
matter of great admiration: but 


well 


fuppofing this, 
pofe it, as a 


0 

j 
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Well worthy of confideration 
light to fuch accidents, 
events or accidents, which have nothin in ci be 
| what iS ordinary ; what wonder is it, if by meer sais 
as in the cafting of many {tones at random, fomething 
happen chat fs not ordinary ? It is poffible,- a blind m 
an 
if he fhootr often, may hit the mark, when an exper 
fhooter may mifs, ifhe thoot but once or twice. Such 
@ Thunder, T am fure, was nothing birt ufual enough: 
efpecially, if at a feafonable time of the vear. as this 
probably, becaufe nothing obferved to the contrary 
And that at fucha time, when fucha Lefture was read 
which treated of, or mentioned Thunder . it there were 
no more in it than I have heard, thar is, that, not the 
on reading, nor, any then prefent, were jultly fut 
eee ; fach aching fhould happen, might be a chance. 
either fhould I make much more of the former reLati- 
om if the fecond part of it, whereof I have no certainty, 
not as true, 

NOW toenchantments again, the validity whereof, 
becaufe, of oid, fo controverted, that Pliny, as before 
obferved, thought no age would, or could decide it; 
and of lace there have not wanted learned fober men, 
who have maintained the contrary opinion, though I 
have been long upon it, from men to beaffs not Se- 
pents only, (j uftified by the Scriptures ) but horfes, dogs, 
bul/s. and all this by certain undeniable inftances, fufi- 
cently proved ; I will yet before I end this fubject, in- 
Rance infome orher kind, not yer fpoken of, which, as 
thehumors ofmen are, may perchance affect fome Rea- 
| @étsas much, or more, than any of the former inftas- 

JHE bunting ofan tnchanted Harel have read, by 
anexcellent pen: who doth acknowledge never to have 


{een it himfelf, ( his bunting was after books, he 
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‘¢ was mine too, when I was able ) 
buc doth fer it out upon the credit of divers Huntimen 
as a thing not at allto be doubred of. I with it were 
I not, but there be too many in the 
rid, who wou make no f 
that others there be, who to 
though done by ‘he Devil do 
if chat will not do it hind 
ing may be contrived, 
againft his confcience, b d 
juit judgment od, 
des merveilles de nature ra icatenr Roy. 
tenr du Roy: a Reni Francos, 
would have become well 
have faid fomewhat al man of that profeflion, to 
unto the world, that h ‘idm might, Seve: 
saleitat 3 e did not allow of fuch practices 
me to take moved 
my Author doth | is, tofhew my deteftation, of wh 
lows, is moreh eave without cenfure. This th “fol 
ftrange things hope, becaufe I have 
are capable or m4 dumb creatures, even wild ~ 
relation, ‘of man: I have 
tame wild-Boa wlins Scaliger is the Aut 
if that found uthor, ofa 
dB too much of ac 
and Oar, b art 2 ‘ Oontra- 
{ter very sood ent as the beft of the 
odfervice, This, tof m, and do his Ma- 
but to them that have nc ofome may feem imere- 
yartand ind ave not read,what fi 
nduftry (who theref swhat fierceft beafts, 
clore havebeen by many 


fuppofed 


himfelf, not Hares : 
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ily 
ce, 
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fon of the increafe ofimpoftors, and impoftures, 
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peated not altogether deftitute of reafon ) have beer 
rougnhtunto, Yet I would not warrant, but that this 
_ Boar, by nature, might return to his nature 
some time or other ; or, arleaft do fome ads of a fierce 


beaft. But for A vrippa’s black 
grippa’s black Dog, though denied} 
fome, who would have us to think well of i, ( Ay 


P4, mean ) becaufe they do, as wierius and fom 


ers; yet upon the atreftation of fo many others of 
er credit, Icannot but think of it, asa creatureof 
another nature, 

NOT HING now remains, and that too before 
Promifed, but to confider of Galen’s opinion, and what 


May rationally be objeed from his authority. For cha 


fach aman as Galen, aright ingenuous man, a lover of 
‘truth, as I always accounted him, who lived to be avery 
old man, and confequently not lefs experienced, than 
he was learned - that lie fhould in all thofe books of his, 
now extant, as ofren as occafion offered it felf, declare 


~ himfelfas One who gave ng credit ag all to fuch things, 


and made no better account of them, than arrant jug- 
Jing ; Ilook uponit I muft confefs, as a weighty obje- 
ion. Tothis we might anfwer, that though Gales 
Was a man‘of great authority, yet he was but one, to 


whom the authority of many famous Phyficians in his 


time, or foonafter, not to fpeak of thofe before, might 
be oppofed, Ic isthe priviledge, if not affected humor, 
of fome great men of real worth ; who alfo know then 
felvesto be fo, in the opinion of the world, to hold 


- fome Paradoxes; and perchance being unadvifedly fallen 


upon them in their younger years, they think it( a great 


error )againft their credit to acknowledge it, when they 
areold. Befides, what if Galen thought 


thofe chings, 
‘et difhonourab!e'to his 
ankind, by 
if cres 

dit 


not altogether falfe perchance, 
préfeffion, and of evil confequence to m 
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been + were given to the validity of ixchemrmcnts5 11 PX 
pition wichout all ground, here treats of the 
Compof. Medicum, 1.. 3. cap. 2. 
Cures of the Parotider, reject Archi'ents his advice, 
ri anointing the place infe@ed with the bloud of a mufte 
ie upon this very ground, becaufe fuch prefcriptions, 
of HB received, would be prejudicial to the art, as though Oo 
cof MN defective in thofe cafes, that without fuch helps it could 
not worka cure: profeffing, that for this very reafon, 
ore he had forborn to make trial, and ther€fore could not 
hat tell, whether it would or not ? The Reader may re- 
bat HE member, what was faid of Valefins before. But all this 
‘of HAM will not need, if we ftick to Tradianus ( who is concel- 


ved to have lived in Theodofius his time, not many ages 
after Galen) his anfwer, which is, that whatever his 
opinion hath been formerly, yet in his latter years, con- 
vinced by manifeft and frequent experience, he did re- 
cant and acknowledge his error. Galen his words, 
as he doth exhibic them out of his book, Pref aie 
esr in Greek are Sup This peu 
cy &c, that is: There be, I kno, 
who think, of Charms no better than of old womens 
tales. And fo did I for a long time: but at lafP, 
by the evidence of thofe things that did clearly 
unto me, I am perfwaded that they 
he For in their cafe that are bitten 
Scorpion , fonnd them nfeful, 

noble  atchi And 
wrongs kind cf difeafe are 
when it doth ‘not miffe © 

its 
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Or if you will, with the Latine interorcter 
rpreter . 
multa praclara fingule habent ant ationes, pigs 


confequuatur, Eicher way, Galen doth 
they are not always : which 
to maintain, were very abfurd, and contrary to provi | 
dence, and to the courfe of nature in general. But of im 
that, enough harh been faid before. Hereupon Trel;- 
anus doth conclude Jf shen divine Galen, and mot of th 
ancients with him, &c. But where fhall we find thisin 
Galen, or where this book of Ga/ens? Inthe Latine Ed. fan 
tion indeed of his works, there isa book'of that fubjet 


to be found, but not worthy Galen’s name, moft are ¢ 


opinion; However, though not extant at this tin, & 
nor mentioned by Galen inthe Catalogue of his books & 
after which he might write many books, as we know & 
St, Aujtim did fome, which are not mentioned in his ke & 
trattations; yetic is not likely that Tradianus, who 
love to the truth, made him not to {pare his fo mach a & 
mired Galen, when he faw juft caufe, as himfelf in his § 
fifth book ( not to mention other places ) doth abur & 


dantly declare, durft mention fucha book, except fuch 
a one had been then extant in Galen’s name, or could be 
miftaken in his judgment concerning the Author, whom 
lie had read fo diligently, as by his writings doth appear 
So that evenValefius, though he doth write againft the 
Opinion maintained by Tradianus ; yet he doth, upon 
his authority, yield it, as unqueftionable, that fuch 
book was then extant, written by Galen. As he, {0 
Fererius, who hath written a Chapter of that argument, 
andentituled it, as Galen had his Treati/e. 


NOW becaufle in thofe times moft incantations, ufed, 


not only by the Jews, but by Gentiles alfo ; as by Tra 
lianus, by Lucian, by Origen, and by others may 4p: 
pear, had the name of Dominns Sabaoth, as a chief ingt¢- 


dient; it isobfervable, that fome godly oan” 
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new Clrifians had more right to 
ition, to com ad 
chantment, buta lawful prayer. So doth Cyri 
inhisbook, De Adoratione Spsrstuats, 
th: BS whofe words perchance fome might interpret, as t ous 
‘he he allowed thofe words ro chem that have faith, as a law- 
Sit fol charm, But whathe writesinthat very place again{t 
dt kind of inchantments, as unlawful, and forbidden by 
et God; may fufficiently acquit him from any fuch intenti- 
on. But U cannot acquit Origen, neither is it much ma- 
MH terial, except 1 could acquit him of fo many other pelti- 
MS BR Jent errors, wherewith heftands charged in the Ecclefi- 


aftical ftory, and his books yet extant, though much 
purged by Ruffinus, the Latine interpreter, proclaim 
him guilty of, Inhis 20. Homily, upon part of 
m which, in Greek, is preferved in that Philocalia, cole 4 
m lected out of his works; he doth very erronioufly afcribe 
power tothe very words and letters of ordinary charms; - 
for which he doth appeal to common experience, and 
confequently would:have the very letters, or words of 
0 Me the Scripture in any language, though not underftood 

if but read and. pronounced to be of great power and 
re efhcacys whichas it is againft the very principles of Na- 
‘ural Philofophy, fo againftthe-deverminatidn ofall fo. 
ber Philofophers, ‘Phyfcians, and Divines, | 

0 YET as there isnothing fo uncouth or abfurd, but 
f fhall meet with a Patron ds hath this opinion of ‘the ef- 
cacy of bare fomnds and letters, met withfome, in our 
Age: as Thomas Bartholinws for one. This Thomas Bar- 
telinws,, One of the King of Dewmarks Phyficians the Au- 
ret of many curious pieces;ifhe be not either too credit 
lometimes, or too ambitious, to be the reporrer’of 
range things ; in his Centurie, Hiftoriarnm Anatomie 
K 2 carum 
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he doth And Incredul; 
give cr pon the experi whity, 
may bec credit, do experienc thle 
-rala ured by hen th ‘maine; ce. of fome, 
ccount: Charms. intain . tha tO who 
fwade ve and to exam Upon 
fed sin-gene! efideschof nk they wil eafon 
it -would he atever it b think well per 
ft LS menti glad to fi e that mak enough 
range ft tion of Bart hol: nda plaufi es theme 
the Reade sfcourfe ferioutly, in mindof ai 
might have er {trange have done 
Credulity that ma oes both eafie ues whic fim 
probably eaulity made of thi volum 
befides wi eer f cafe any fuch s, in poinedl ll 
what inf OF any repo | 
on it, for the other place rt, asvery 
Orit ; and this be t y. 
vers T the rath true  s 
had the oppo ravellers into hol becaufe ha makes me ; 
yet, mec to ofe parts, ing endl: 
leagues th ry is this: I uld give me: a ve not, 
faith, 12 | ey reckon Italy, 
known h ) near a T y miles twelve 
aith, by che or Village, 
Gave of m ) there is me of I Saf} vulgarly 
at fome Serpen ave, (in Latin, 
frequent of the year, th 
bled and. py great certainly, but 
from Id icted withan And if folemnly, 
rag uck him, or lick hig Serpents will etter todo 
im, till he-be w about 
well, 
af” 
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ieularly 
vhon but ofone Cardinal among the reft,partieularly, 
nati: hings he tells of3t, which, itfeems, with other 
he went of purpofe to fee, This upon the ry 
WE he Country people he more delivers of it, whichfounas 
ough ofa fable, that one of the Serpents, Corona 


me nitus, adorned witha kindof Crown, as che goyer- 
of the. reft ufech ro come Out of his hole firft, and af- 
ofaMlilter diligent fearch, if he-finds all things fife, gives no- 
om Mice unco thereft. This, itcrue, may give light ro fome 


ocher ftory,. which, as |faid before, made me the more 


Bwilling co take notice of it. 
“BY this, Lhope, yea and before this,as 1 faid be- 


fore; bur thar I had fome confideration of the good ule, 


Bhat might be made of what did offer it felf over & above; 
but now again,by this, 1 hope, it will be granted by all, 
that.do noc profels wilful, and 
Mon; that masy things /wpernaruraly, which are 
m above the {phere and activity of rhe believed and beloved 
atomes,and ‘can. be referred co no other caufe,but the ope- 
rations of Demons, or evil Spirits : which once fecured ; 
Athei{m hath loft its greatelt. prop, and the mockers and 
{coffers of the time,the chiefeft- object of their.confdence 
and boalting ; which though not our immediate fubject, 
yet of purpofe.as before faid, did we make choice of fuch 
inftances of C redylity and Incredulity, that we might, una 
fidelia (asthey fay ) duos parietes , and yet {tillaccording 
tomy Ticle,in thisFir/tP art,haye kept within the bounds 
of thinys Natural,which by many according to the 
of the times, are laid fora foundation of Athei/m + Or at 
a for the undermining of Chriftianity:which they that 
yet fecretly endeavour to undermine, defervero 
the of 4 have now but.aword 
erning Divination and Predigies, in.general, 
ue inall ages a main object of Credudity and 
K 3 
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the knowledge of natural ‘caufes, long obfervation and 


T34 Of Gredulity and ; 
ty, to add. and then’ we thal! fee’ what’ 
Cations tore we can draw from the premifid 
and fo'conclude which begin to be weary of as 
aSany Reader can be, this firft Parr, 
DIFINAT ION, as it belongs unto God: thor 
proper ly ( nay unto God if it be true 
thats)’ flich’ as “hath no‘désendance from any: 
caufe, according to the courfe of nature, ‘eftablithed by 
God in Heaven, or ‘in Earth’: ‘bur the will'of God only) 
we have nothing to do withithéere. Of-othe? divinct: 
om, common to men and Angels, (-whether’ Sood o 
bad) bur in a different degree, which is srounded upon 


experience, and the like: Firft, Humane; fo far as may 
be accounted for by natural caufes, no man doth doy 
of ; though many things by men that have-a natural 
dcity, improved with {tudy and experience, my 
‘or foretold upon grounds of reason,’ which 
them that are not acquainted with fuch things, mayk 
thought incredible ; of which more afterwards. Secont- 
ly, Demomacal, whether iinmediately by themfelves, ot 
by theirinftruments,. whielrthey that do’ not believe the 
exiftence of Devils arid Spirits, are to deny; 
isthat Which we are co canfider of, fo much’ as may con- 
cern us, to fertile; or direct the belief of others, who 
may need it,"and are content to hear reafon. Further 
chan tliat, We havé no intention, or meddle 
with ie ; which elfewhere we ‘have done more largely, 
and concerhing which, there be fo many books already 
extant, as that ic would be no {mall work to find any 
leanings, worthy the acceptation of judicious men; 4% 
it woltld be'very eafie, ( the work of moft writers ) out 
of which others have done, to compile whole volumes, 
Among us, of late writers, is molt known, 


who hath written a Jarge volume De Divinationt, we 
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in: O 
none , and what is it, 


thin 
| 
| book ; I fhould fills a great part of 
e re(t doth not give me that faci 6 though even fo 
hv from isfaQion, which I mi he 
ances, or experiments as approve 
, them 
i trate fubjed the wit of bad 
the authority of Scr grounded 
gute, a Venetiat, Ther upon experience ? 
he is ftiled, by himfel€, Medicus & Philefe 
the gr two very learned Book or by his friends : b. - 
| eate(t part is a gaint 9 De Divination 
wichttandin o honeftand it by it, he faith 
( his own the credit he got by: 
a rd) nomore; yit, he wo 
| 
I could reckon to or done, thought 
my bufinefs, undred, or ebegneee it. Ithink 
“THE bur that isnot 
got 2 nciently, (and are Divination, that | 
Gay and the like as tela 1) and have 
De would take fo many thar 
prety f Philslophia aod reckon 
Wieri ull inventory of n that Editio 
a of the al hav 
nd many oth m.. So i e, there is 
or are. “<a chofe 
wretch ing fearce an Weere Ch is ne 
and Country, for rift is not know 
roms: ching fo 
ath its reign) as e brutifh ich doth 
o be matters of ver 
4 ome kind 
of 


he had Jeft out 
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and 
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be 
or 


an Anvelof light; andtothat end, doth amufe them cha 


Andas hes forhis fervants, thac promote -his interelt 


Wenn Gled. of many kinds that hay 
fince devifed, made known have been 
Travellers, I.thall cake noticeof the relation of 
ly, and then proceed, with fubmifi 
ments. toa On to betcer: jude. 
Coa general conclafion concerning themall. 
OF thofe anciently ufed, whicltI thall take novices 
the firft ( becaufe, wh 
: ule, where we have the relation of - Aur, i 
rius the Phyfieian, his hauntéd houfe promifed ) Shall 
OF nail-divination, faith Delrivis 
by anointing the nail of animpolluted boy, wich for 
Kind of oil, or fout; and ufing fome conjuration of 
words, cofeethings ata far diltance, andthe eventd 
things long before, But of an 'impolluted boy :' why 
Let no man-think the berrér of the’ Dev:i/ for that. ord 
this kind of Divination. It is Porphyrins his 
or admiration rather, long.ago, recorded by Ensfchinai 
his own words;-and fince Exfebius, by St. Auguftm 
in Latin “his admiration I fay, why fuch matters of un. 
cleanneis, in point of life and actions, fhou!d neverth 
Jefs, in theit-my/teries, ftatid fo much for cleannefs, ani 
purity. Porphyrin, whomigh very well know, as one 
that hadferved.them along time, doth but propofe the 
queftion byway of admiration y he doth not an{wer t: 
any Chriftian may, whois taught, chat che Devt is the 
auchor of allew:/, all uncleanne/s, and affects nothing 
more. withal!,and would be thouge 


ferve him, with fome theivs of holine/s, in rites and cere- 
monies of his owninftitution, that he may be thought 10 
love, whatintruth, and fincerity of life, he doth abhor. 


the world by feds and divifions, What more rife in theit 
mouths, andordinary or external behaviour, than hol 
nefsand pxrity? I need to fay no more; the reft is 00 


well known, But this by the way only. Now to 
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Divination ; Delrio faith, heknew @ 
who did practife, it, and inftances in 
bis Divination: moreover obferves of the ame, 
though he could ( he doth atteft ic, it feems ) 
and incantations cure the wounds of others , yer meiner 
would cure his own, nor fuffer them to be cured by 
others, by the fame means, Some may miftake him, as 
though the man he {peaks of, made {eruple, for fome 
hidden reafon, to haveinchantments ufed upon himfelf, 
alchongh he did not feruple to ule them upon others ; 
which is not impoffible, But 1 rather believe his mean- 
ing is, though the man with bare words, as apprehended 
by many, but very erronioufly could cure other mens 
bodily difeafes ; yet the wounds of his foul, whulelt he 
continued in that bafe practice and fervice, linge graviona, 
( that is wanting'in De/rio, to make his expreilion full ) 
much,more grievous, and much more to be dreaded; the 
proper cure whereof,are words, ( goodadvice and inftru- 
ction, according to that of Horace, Sunt verba veces: 
that-is, charms, and by charms, underltinding, fermeomes 
Philofephicos as thatwhich followech doth evince )he 
r¢fufed, miferable wretch, either to admit, when offered, ~ 
orto procure from others, What De/rio doth hereattelt 
of one, File{acus, De Magia Idelol. doth arteft of ano- 
ther, not upon his own knowledge, but upon the report 


of aman of quality,to him well known : nobili & gencro/e, 


arehis words, But enough of this, 

ANOTHER kind of Divination is,that they call 
of which they reckon divers {pecies. was.or is.to har 
a ring by a thred,and to caft it,or to hold it over a bou! or 


water, fo that it touch not the water. But this is nothing 


without the charm,that b 
clongs unto ir, 
knocks of the ring it. Alter than, bay 


§ upon one of the fides. which how 
fhall be, or how few, to fionie (0 and fo. 
agreed upon; the event ( God permite 
WB, 48 always ) is declared. 1° have known 


fome- 
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Of Gredulity ana 

fomewhat, which in outward a i | 
> ppearance may f 

have fome affinity, though to another énd : whithis. 


krow the hour of the day. It was my luck Once, atan 


Inne, in very good company, to fee fome trial of it, 


Thering did hic juft fo many times again? one Gdec 

f 
glafs, asthe clocks did ftrike, or had howd: 
then ftood ftill, 1 faw it, when the ting was in th 


hands of fome, that wondred at it, as much as T, and & 
had never feen it done before. Yet 1am fure, no charm & 


was uled, which is the main bufinefs; nor any of the 
company fufpected. Yet the motion of the hand, in 
a cafe, noteafily difcernable, might deceive them, tht 


look, if the actor had any purpofe to juggle: which, | a 


am confident, was not the intention of any then prefent: 
not theirs efpecially, who wondred ac it, and made trial 
themfelves for better farisfation. which was done then 
byfome, whofound it foroo. But che fureft trial would 
be, to hang the ring upon a little frame, made gallows 
wife, and if then alfo, truly I fhould not ftick to cor. 
lide, that there is fomewhat in it more than satural; 
and fhould advife them that profefs'they had often tried 
it, both by day ahd by night, asfome did to me fince, 
with great proteftation, that it never’ fail’ds earneltly 
 advife them never more to meddle in it. 

> IN the life of Se. Hilarion, written’ by St. feromt 
mentioned before, we have a notable example of Hydro. 
mancy /upernatural, but not Diabolical. ‘The rites i 
deed, and ceremonies, charming excepted, were much 
@like; but the efficacy not from the Devi/, but God. 
And probably, God might prompt that holy man to ufe 
the fame rites ( but withour their words ) that Aagice 
ans did, to convince them that afcribe much to them, 


‘ch é he efficacy was not from the 
asall (Magicians do, that the efficacy 


outward vifible rites and ceremonies ¢t , Ww 
to that effect were but ridiculous ; bur from an we 
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caufe, or agent, whether good or bad ; and withal the 
berrer to manifeft his power, who could ufe their own 
weapons againft themfelves, that trufted co them, 4s 
we fee he did in the cafe of Balack and Balaam ; when 
Balaam’s inchantments ‘ntended for a curfe, were, by 
Gods power, turned into a blefling. Upon fuch extra- 
ordinary examples, we can sround no warrant for our 
imitation, no more than by cajfing of rods pon the 
cronnd, or fmiting of the duft of the earth, we may law- 
fully artempt to turn rods into Serpents, Ot the duff into 
Lice, becaufe Mofes did both ; for which he hada 
| pre{s:command from God, bur we none. That Hilari 
on alfo hada command, ofcommiffion for wi he did. 
Perome, whomi: 
- OF thofe kinds of Divinati 
think, either for the certainty Per edge of, “none, t 
the manner, more notable 
Which is defcribed by Les (a man ot fal 
crédit among them, who Wel ws {aman of no fmall 
of the world highly verfedin the Hiftory 
Afics, in Fee Cole of th andchiefly practifed in 
the world ) efpecially the oye Cities of that part of 
in the Lathh by particulars of it are there to 
fo in the Englifh, in ation of it, lib. 3.p. 131, asal- 
Of very good worth withthe 
and more valued abroad : em that know the right ufe 
fecond Tome, page 796,03 many 
Je. avery Perplex and in- 


tricate way, a 

4nd requires 

ny think, ther great learning but ae 

never fails whieh thing of Magick th it chat 

bold to afirm ome, even Chriftians, h : 
n, well worth the labour. J 
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hed Of Gr edulit | 
fered th not affirm ei ¥ and Incredulity. 
either, .H lity, 
nity with ch dle with it me, well abl DEINg 
wh the black , becaufes to teachh 
enhe w Art. Wh it hath f Ai, 
of his : I cannot afi. 
ces r certainly of, 
have become his of pur- 
he co remember wi Pie. Erpennine 
thy ) partly a ut much more, ft 
induftry partly by hi purfe, (bein 
tonguc. » out of his love {peak the. mo a 
if not part, fhall elpect;to that 
fallible, or which there 1s to concludes 
it known s ture, diabolical norivithitanding al | 
from all there ertain enough, 
i | tions of the world and greater -refort 
it doth fo o themfelves to of dll Ne 
ument prove true, as and shat | 
ghtome, becaufe not IS al 
‘WILL n chat it 48 
day, in fe be more kinds of Divi my Reader, with 
almoft, into which all ufed at 
thofe parts of th {tories of travels; 
71s not the world 
profefled, afford example: ,, where Chriftia- 
ples of, different 


thofe ufed 1 
ed in 
other Countries. Concerni 
oncerning all whic 
my 
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‘my opinionis, not that they are infallible any one of 


‘hein, which I know cannot be: but that, really, 


the Relator doth 
by all, or moft of et wt wilfally coun- 
‘norantly miftake, which may. 
terfeit and impole, of 
eafily be avoided, where we 
ons, from feveral Authors, that doe 
one from another, to compare, but this ca rn 
cepted, my opinion is, that really by all, or mo 
kinds of thefe divinations, even thofe that may vse 
moft ridiculous, ftrange things are foretold. Beft 
printed relations, fo many, in feveral languages, 0 
men of all Countries, and profeflions, in this our 
Eurcpe: Ulave heard the depofitions, or atteftati- 
on of more than one intelligent man, and in their lives 
and converfations, and in their difcourfe too, very 
fober and ferious, who protefled to have been pre- 
fent, when fuch and fuch things, fome in one place, 
m fome in another, were foretold, which hapned ac- 
m . cordingly. But fecondly, to believe that any of 
thofe things, that really came to pafs, were 
forefeen and foretold by vertue, or by any na- 
tural efficacy of thofe rites and ceremonies, 
words, or actions, that were ufed, in, or 
by any of chofe kindes of Divination, whereof 
fome are apparently moft horrible and. abomi- 
nable; others, as fottith and ridiculous, were I 
think , not. much Jefs ridiculous, or abominable. 
Neither fhall. 1 except Pudicial Aftroleey; which 
though apparently, it be more myiterious, and 
deal in things more {pecious and fublime : yet, 
very deed», is founded upon meer imagi- 
nary fuppofitions, and Poetical fictions words 
names , which haye no ground at all-in’ na- 
by them that have taken great pains‘in 
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if Credulity and Incveduliy 


the fearch 
of ir 
even » and h 
chem, our the vanity of 
shat ate'oppate bie could never 
ay, that nothi oppofed. never anf 
profeft thing, that hati is acknowledged Wet 
their Art. fucl according to th y been foretold 
to eve they are; be rules and may. 
to de ofpredidions thine chance 
adi& the experi ings mutt, 
chehi und, tod : places, 
what hall we whether there 
many of choke ch he Oracles of the anci 
char they meer jugling, a that went under rm 
ancient nothing elle, J grant it: bu 
as well do rs, and Hiftories, G a man that hath read 
whether ever really Latin, maj 
afar 
De! ploo fy and “ier , ¢€ver St 
accomplifhment of ma th: like, as to do M wry 
read in the Hiftori ny of thofe thin ubt of the 
oO to 
his Oracle of the long promied and 
Gofpel, all thofe Oraz/ the propagation of 
di uch folemnity , fhould in al attended before 
Tr and amazement of wifeft H places, to the great wor 
-in all places: ar, did ceafe . 
offence, that matter of 
Gthisalways fuppafed power to che Des 
: fed) in that were given di d at his Providence in all 
)-inthofe times of dark over-rule, as himfelf plea- 
though Divi of davknefs and 1 P 
Divination doth yet, by G ds For 
ods permiffion conti 
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nue; yet all in chat kind, is nothing in comparifon of 
chofe ancient Oracles ,in feveral places of the world which 
aI] Nations almoft of the then known world, did refort 
unto, with fo much folemnity. However, even by the ac- 
count the writers of thofe times have given Us, it doth 
appear how much Gods power and providence did over. 
rule, and reftrain the power of the Devil, (as before 
was faid )as himfelf pleafed: which made fo many an- 
fwers to be fo ambiguoufly given, that which way foe- 
ver the matter fell out, the Devil or Demon (as the 
Merlins of our days have a providence to fave their cre- 
dit ) might not befoundalyar, But of Oracles particu- 
larly, Lhave faid more el-ewhere, which I fhall not need 
here torepeat. 

NOW toreturn to Divination in general ; it is ob- 
fervable, that many things appear to us under the noti- 
on of Divivation, which to Devils and Daemons a 
fuch thing : andthat partly through the priviled me 
their nature, as pure /pirits, b 

Jpirits, by their creation, and 
4p their experience, much improved by time 
in all kind of knowledge, of things satwra/, and in the 


® affairs ofthe world, relating unto men; to whom the 


ba S , are but as children, 
fimpletons, if we may fo (peak, Tor ok 
seen N fome remote part of the world. we will 
ing, or whether any Englith-fhip be com- 
way of expected, and the anfwer according 
are winal by fuch rites and ceremonies 
months ; if he: Country be, rbree days, or th 
can, as the mot oF upon the Sea they that 
o write of thefe things are 
ome » aS it were, ad; 
know, ones of Pug how eafie is it freee 
Si yet tive or fix days failing diftant, whe- 
| ther 
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months, and it thy Or'if they fay shite 
bake Gat twonder, when e 
of icern'd, ‘and wellacquai 
thofe affairs, and fee th 
éahnot € the preparations, though 
reiee many things which th D 
the ably conjeéture, thar within three, or fx monhe 
they may be at their journeys end wy “0 fix months 
pen? We infance in oth often hap. 
mature; butthis inftance I have ch OF 
that I have conferr’d with, -wh 
vels fucha thing done, 
make a great wonder of ir, 
his fourth book, doth tell us of one 0 Siacriny: iis 
inthofe days for divination among the lis 
Way , the more to be admired, becaufe in thew F ad 
nothing that was extraordinary, and yet was 
tual. As he doth exprefs it was this: 
that is: He Would engutre whap and bo 
thinv 
before, and fo foretel both privately and 
foould come to pals afterWards, Ciztro. was famous for 
this kind of Divination, in histime, and feldom failed, | 
The manners of itr, and the srounds, he doth largely fet | 
out in an Epiftle of his to Cacinna, well worth the read W 
ng. Whar pity, that fome in thefe days, who take up- 
on them to be fuch Diviners, have not more of thiskind Hie“ 
Of divination; at leaft, that they might not always fo 
grofly miftake ? Now this kind, though of all other 
kinds of divination (fetting true prophe/ying, by divine 
infpiration, afide ) moft lawful, and commendable, in K 
States-men efpecially 5 yet of all others, may be faid, as 
T conceive, moft proper unto the Devil, ashe is a fpirit A 
of fach ftanding, fince his firft 
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copether grounded upon a goo 
experience; the difproportion between a man, 


creation, For being al- 
d head-piece, and long 
and at 


Angel, 


‘ 
4 
* 
wa 
= 
> 
> 
Sy 
it 
% 
> 
% 
| 
ay 


inthings NA TURAL 145 


ot Spirit, both in point of years and natural abi- 
es not underftand ? Our, conclufion then, 
as before, that there 1s not any kind of divination publick- 
ly practifed, or commonly known, fo ftrange or fo ridi- 
culous, but by the Devid’s intervention, C0 whom, what 
rites or ceremonies are uled,or whether fome or none,but 
only to affiule,ts altogether indifferent,is available fome- 
times:and yet none,as 0 mans judgment,fo plaufible,and 
fo probable, but is failible, and doth often deceive. 

BUT that which in this matter of Divination moft po- 
eth my reafon, which alfo poled Arifforle fo much, that 
he could neither believe, nor yet abfo‘urely deny, is, thar 
there be men and women, but women elpecially, inwhom 
reftech a fpirit of divination, ( fo exprefled, As 16,16.) 
by which they forefee, and foretel itrange things, and 
feldom mifs. All Hiftories afford notable examples {0 
Bthac even fomethat.believe no Spirits, ( whether a God 
mor no, I know not ) yet acknowledg, There be fuch chat 

foretel ( they fay ) very certainly, for the moft part. The 
impute it (Oa proper CemperaMent,an an thi J 
God nor Devil be in it, What sreat 
well ( for in this af 4 
quent miftaking and j 
England, or Scotland rath é, who lent aman into 
his finoular wifdom & ; named A drianus, famous for 
which { 7 judgment in matters of the world: 

hich foon after, brought him 
King of England,his favour, and his Seventh, 
e4s, 1 Sommer{etfhire. R 

m:, and in great implo eturned to 
fixth. he was made under Alexander the 
der , flourifhed nal ; and after A lexan- 

Ore than one, but under 
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fulnefs to God. ro y any impiety, and unthant 
points, an private, which ir al 
thet tine Out accordingly; fhealf 
be Pope atcer Leo. This exadly: 
and having had, he thought, { 
of her predi@tions, he confid 
queftio y applied it unto bin 
eed Pope Leo. Inthis confid 

( fucha bewitching thing is Awtbor; 
Pope died; and i 

others, confpired again(t his “ite 
ed, and pardoned, lived afterwards and ; d his én 
miferably: or, if he had fo much grace i hi " 
and to make 3 right ufe, more happily ( ae ri bi 
ly ) and never heard of more,than before 
is not our bufinefs, The womans 
fied by the event. Fof Adrianns the 
mean parentage, of excellent worth being th ‘b 
fent, was chofen: (of purpofe, a man ey chink i 
gio fuch thing was intended ,& fcarce believed, when it wa 
done ) toverifie the prediction, But God forbid, we 
-_fhould fo'think ferioufly : but it fell out ftrangel ‘that 
cannot be denied, Now were it fo, that the Spirit of 
Divination werefound in men and women fach onl 
~ who by their life and converfation, did thew fomewht 
of either worth or godlinefs more than ordinary, (iti 
Ariffotle's objection ) it would not be fo ftrange, Or 
éredible. But for the moft part, if not always, (tue 


prophets excepted ) it falls out quite contrary. 
therefore 
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the law of God, 
in death Lev. 20. 27. And sappy e who 
ich there God hath promifed a blefling ) W Zions 
live, But Cred lity 
pa rd Incredulit) 1S the thing we have to do with. What 
uld thalf wefay ? Firft, that 4 riftorle’s objection IS Ve 
of Ariffotle ; and che fame ob- 
ry plaufible, and wor thy Arifto J 
jection lieth againtt the Salutators of Spain, 
it ME moft part, are ignorant people, of aleud converfation ; 
la and yet are believed generally, to do {trange cures. 
Francifeus a Vittoria, of whom, befides Grotims, divers 
Proteftants {peak with good refpect, 1s fo put to it in 
0 ME this cafe, that he doth not Anow what to pitch upon, as 
1, ME himfelf doth ingenuoufly acknowledge. Of four opini- 
ons, which he doth propofe, he doth leave us free to 
it HE chufe which we will: Either that they cheat, and im- 
WS Mie pofe: orthat, what they do, they do it by che Devil : 
or perchance, bya fpecial grace, for reafons belt known 
it MB unto God: or laftly, that it may bea fecret of a proper 
natural temperament. So ftill we are left in uncertainty, 
ttm But againft manifeft experience, befides the authority 
tM from the word of God, there is no arguing, as to mat- 
ter of fact. Itis not any part of our task, to examine 
lot thereafon. But,were the natureand divifions, or kinds 
SHE Of Spirits better known unto us, than they are, or 
Wee fhould be ambitious to know, whileft we live: itis like. 
at HB ly we might fay More to it, than now we can, I fhall 
conclude, that,as I account great Increaulity notto be. 
lieve that there be fuch predi@ions ; fo. to believe them. 
before the event have confirmed them , to enquire after 
them, toregard them, islittlelefs, than from 
from the true faith, Iftrue fometimes, yer falfe 
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SAINT inone of his 
micos, under the name of L; ntins of 
tors, in that Dialogue, doth tell us of one Albic ip 
notable Diviner, in his time, well known unto ie inti 

younger years, ( an excufable curiofity, in that age, anil 
profeilion ) long before he was a Chriftian. . Three orf 
four notable ftories he hath of him; but frit of all,or be 
fore thar, what kind of man he was, forhis life. A ver 
TOSUC, as any was in Carthage, and fuch a whoremonge 
( sunumerafcorta, faith St. Auguftis ) as {carce any 
hath known the like. The firft {tory is, thar, confaled 
about fome filver Spoons, that were miffing, by a me 
fenger 5 he.preféntly. told the owner of the Spoons, tt I 
thief, andthe place, where they were at prefen. Jim 
believe fome of our Lindon-Prognoffticators, have don im 
as much, orneat, if publick fame (though they my 
_thinkita credit dothem no wrong. Another tin, 
when St. Asgxftin, or fome of his familiar acquainw i 
ces, went co him, to be fatisfied about fomewhat, whit ® 
he doth not relate ; he, not only fatisfied them in tha, 
to the urmolt of their expectation, or defire; but more 
over, acquainted them, that their boy, or fervant, 
the way, ‘had ftoln fome money out of the bag of money, 
which he carried after chem; even before he had fet hi 
eyes upon the faid boy, or fervant ,; and forced hinw 
reftoreevery penny, before the matters of it did know, 
what, or how much had beentaken away. A third ftoy 
is, of one Flaccianus, well known to St. As uftin, i 
feems, who being about to purchafea piece o ground, 
went to this Diviner, or Cunning-man, vo fee, what he 
could tell him about it: who had no fooner feen Flaca 
nus, but prefently told him what he was come about 
and named the ground, or Farm, as it was ordinarily 
called ; which Flaccianus himfelf (it feems, it was fome: 


‘what an uncouth hard name ) did not well know. 
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man 
ade h ftory, made St. Auguftvr, ( 
iy ble for amazement, 
in bis of his, or one that had been, hearing fo 


of the man, and either not believing, OF, 
trial, and to know the utmoit of his power, 


be him, and boldly and importunately challenged him, 
tell him what he had in his 
onc to it, ashe was, coldhim, he did think of Virgi/. 
| *S Being further asked, what particular place of Vireal, 
utd HE che man though otherwife, fcarce able to read, pro- 
meh 


nced aloud, boldly and fecurely, the very veric of 
| fe Pee: fe had ches in his mind, W ho makes 
Many queftion, but he, chat did this, (no man of 
God, but a very rogue ) was really pofleft by the 
BiDevil ? And do we wonder at it; or rather won. 


MRR der, that any, men or’ women, that take upon 
Mit Me them to do fuch things, in a Chriftian Common- 
: weal, fhould be fuffered to live? Or that any, chat 


make ufe ef fuch; whether men or women, fhould make 
any queftion, ( if Chriftians by profeflion and. education 

but that, in fo doing, they go tothe Devil? Burfome 
may wonder perchance, as St. Angu/tix, or his friend, did, 


hs A at the firft, ( for afterwards he made nothing of it ) that 
- the Devil fhould have fuch power, which the Scrip'nre 


doth feem to appropriate unto God, to know thoughts, 
"Me Butit is one thing, to have the thoughts ofall men, in all 
places, at all times, open and naked. which belongs unto 
God only; &, by fome fubtilty or fecret of natur know 
, the thoughcs of fome men,at fometimes, which the Devil 
can, itiscertain, if Ged donot hinder : which men alfo, 
well acquainted with nature, by diligent obfervation of 
the eyes, and otherwife, may, in fome part, attain unto. 
And why not this, as poflible; as for men ( bur wo. 
men rather ) in the light, or day-time, at a good 
diftance, to communicate, and to impart their thoughts, 
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freely and fully, without i 
mouth 2 -A fecret of nature lately difco me about the 
more i ‘ered; of which 
rein my Treatife of Exthufaim, Cha 
fecond Edition, page 181. 
on: b e the [econd Editi. 
ccaute, not fo much of it in the fir to be found 
_ AFTER Divination, fomewhat, becaufe of he af 
ny, may be expected of Prodigies, of which, as of Di 
Vinal ton, much hath been written, and argued to 
fro, by divers : and very lately by one, b ; 
“aac ha y lately by one, by fome whon 
ve heard much commended, I therefore thall { 
the lefs; neicher indeed doth my fubje& engage me ; 
fay much. As all other things in the world, not deter 
minable by fenfe, thofe efpecially that relate to God 
and his providence, have been liable to fuperftition and 
credulity, fothis of prodigics, as muchas any. Thea 
cient Remains have been noted for their excefs, inthis 
kind ~ and their beft Hiftorian, Titus Livius, for infert 
ing that, into the body of his Hiftory, which ftood w. 
on publick records, hath been cenfured as fibulows: 
for which neverthelefs, he doth often excufe himfelf 
and fmartly doth cenfure the credulity of the people of 
thofe days, YetI make no queftion, but by the con 
trivance of the Devil, inthofe days of ignorance and {u- 
perftition, (as of Oracles was before ) for che in- 
creafe.of fuperftition, many things in that kind might 
happen, ( befides what did by Gols order and appoint. 
ment ) which have not hapned fo frequently fince, but 
what excefs foever they might juftly be charged of, ye 
we muft acknowledge, that the ground of it, Quod om 
nium fecundorum adverforumque canfas in Deos ( had he 
but faid, Dewm ) verterent: that is, in effect, Becanfe 
they believed a God, and a providence, the caufe of all gos 
and evil that bapneth sinto men, as thefame Lsvy doth in- 


formys; was commendable, which would make us 
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sn things NATURAL. Ist 
ink the better of prodizies in thefe 


‘Ob. fides other reafons ) th 
 Epicurt(m and Athei/m | 
be denied, butthey lived then, 


according to their belief, frugally and vertu- 
rare Examples, thofe times 
ded. fcarce to be matched in any other -age. And, as 
this belief made them vertuous, Lo heir vertue, con- 
querors of the beft, and greatelt part of the then known 
world, Whereas when all obfervation of prodigies cea- 
fed, whichthe fame Livy faith did proceed, ab eadem 
ne liventia, qua silil Deos portendere vulgo nunc credunt 
(a mild word negligertsa, for Athei/m, or Epicuri{m ) 
ali manner of vices, pride, luxury, covetoufneds, and 


hike, creptin, which occafioned their Civil wars ; 
od and cheir Civil war, wich thefe vices, the ruine of 


Bclorious Empire. Were there no other ching in the 
world, to perfwademe; yetthe authority of two fuch 
men, as'Camerarius and (Aklaschton; fo pious, {6 
learned both, would make me not to reject all prodigies, 

whether publick or private. Yet ic muft be confeffed, 

that where the opinion lights upon a man, who is natu- 
rally tender and fearful; and fuch was the nature of them 
both Ihave named, of Adelanchton efpecially , it hardly 
elcapes excefs, But again, were there no other ex- 
amples or inftances of prodigies ( known to me ) than 
what hapned before the death of ?uliss Cefar, the Roman 
Emperor 3 and what before Hesry the Fourth, late King 
of France , who for theirvalour, and manner of death 

may well be paralleled, being fo wellattefted, as no ra- 
tional man can make any queltion. I fhould think and 
acknowledge my felf {ufficiently convi@ted, that there be 
prodizies: prefaging prodigies, Imean. And ifin their 
cafe, why not in the cafe of many Princes, and others: 
fuch e{pecially, who have beenaGtive men in the world, 
and made a great noile by their yalourous or ventrous 
L 4 atchieve- 
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15 Gredulity and Incredulity; 
atchievements, and undertakings > 
that there be like evidence and chink 

- Weadin ulins Scaliger, a man of fingular as learning. 
piety ; fome where (1 find it fo in my papers be 
the place quoted ) Afelior /uperfitio ( fo it do not pecan 
to a breach of any particular command of Gods reveal 
word: {ol underitandsit ) nimi; fobrictate, gua facil 
decencrat in A theifmum that is, Better is [uperfition 
fometimes, than too much fobriety, or cantelon|ne| 
Which ss apt foon to degenerate into Atheifm. Atanothe 
time, pe aeee, I fhould not think fo well of it: By 
now when Acheifm doth fo prevail, and true Piety, ut 
der the name of fuperftition, fubje& to derifion ; 1 think 
the advice is not amifs. 

ANCIENT Heathens had an opinion, not unwor: 
thy the confideration, that no prodigie, or bad Omen,coul 
burt them by the event, who did profefs nor to regu 

them, or could elude them by a contrary interpretation, 
Piiny’swords to this purpofe, are; Exemplis appartn, 
oftentorém vires in noftra poteftate ac,pront 
q accepta fint,itavalere. Hedothadd, In Augurum or 
| te difciplina, &c, that is, That by the difcipline of te 
Augures, ( afort of Diviners or Soothfayers among the 
Romans ) it usverycertain, that neither tmprecations, w 
aufpicies Cor prefases ) didbelomy unto them, ( t0 hort 
them ) who when they bad any work in hand, did profe! 
and declare they did take no notice of either: Quo munr 
divinaindulgentia, mains nullum eff, faith hes that’, 
Than which, the Divine mercy bath not vouch/afea wwe 
mn a greater Lift, or boon. So Pliny, lid, 28. ?. 
And in the next Chapter he dothmention fome particulat 
rites and ceremonies, which they ufed, to elude, oravert 
mifchiefs,when threatned by fome ill prefage,or inaufpict- 
ous accident, Of which St. Auguftin doth treat, and reck- 


on many, inhisfecond de Deft. Chriftiana, 
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“make no great wonder, if many of thofe fuperf{titious 
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vires and ceremonies by both Pliny and St, Augujtin men- 
tioned, were thought efficacious to elude, or avert, 
when the obfervation of proatgies was fo tranfcendent, 


“that every thing almoft, that did not happen every day, 


was looked upon as a proaigié. It was not hard to avert, 
or elude { as they interpreted it ) what probably,as foun: 


‘ded ftpon groundlefs fears, and imaginations, would 


never have hapned: though probable too, that meer fear 
and imagination, though no better srounded, might be 
the caufe fometimes, that fome things hapned really, 
which otherwife had never been. becaufe 
Pliny,no very fuperftitious man, who elfewhere hath not 
faith enough to believe, that God cares for the world, or 
takes any notice of mens actions, whether good or bad : 
becaufe he doth here, we fee, fo magnifie the power of 
faith, and thereinthe goodnefs of God, that would fo 
provide it, and appoint it: andthat,befides P/'xy, there 
be fame, or much to the fame pur- 
pofe : as afterwards in due place may be th 
confider, befides Chriftian faith 
fome kindof natural faith, fuch as natural, meer nat val 
men are, and always have been capable ofs which vi h 
God, by his own order, and appointment is and al . 
orlefs meritorious, or efficacious forthe 
ng of jome temporal evils . 
not oniyvt 
unto; butalfo ( Iexpe& 
pect no otherwife, but that che wits 


will laugh at our fimplicity ) purchafe Heaven it felf, and 


Immortality, But , 
not here ellewhere, which will 


WI T H thi 
refolution 3 Plan the elder, doth well agree the 


the latter, ard as well with 
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Chriftian: 
ty; and theref 
on. A friend 
one or of his wh ot Unworth 
bled wo days after, plead 
kind of mi threatned m, which m Pisce 
felfco ifcarrying, Where he did trou- 
Pina f iny, that he would eupon he dothadd it, fome 
hi y firft doth propof id procure him re{s him- 
: imfelf had d pote unto hi d further da 
ims of one, preferri m, what in fuch 
omcer’S: ing thar excel] uch d cafe 
is, in effect ; ent rule or 
dre. ov prodigi ought to ber: ( Tha 
cams and vifi vies What fo regarded mor 
ondid vifions, when h ever ) before terrify 
pres friend, againtt e was to defend the rifying 
 proip tanding his terri enemies 
But He did fo pr or 
Dood that would for; his frien he 
dubitas ne feceris: e him, his next t allo, 
we praceptum, rhe ich he calls Con/fult 
er and prudent ; on ecept or advice of all ffm dt 
ich, I chink doth to do are 
he And he that donk well agree with that of th 
eateth not of faith : is damned if be cat 
But laftly, or what foever of 
tconcern private me great difference of pre Hi 
chef Princes, and only and thofe 
fe fo eafie to be mmon Weals, 1. do not th 
AVE done with , 
of th ave to oblcrve ieee tt fori I now proceed to 
f em, that have been einftances, or the chiefelt 
ful, as I conceive, 1 P roduced, which m : 
or Incr » In all, or molt ay be ufe- 
Fale _ And ‘here cafes of 
fiin's Ineredulity in all, I propole this 
Multa ( St. 4 general, in St. 
A; imcredibils @ very well ) creasbilia 
4 bilia multa, fant were: Or 
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thily : Inincredibili, 
Minatins hie is in Englifh, 
feem incredible, are true; 
That ich erv credible, or likely« 
and many things ane, than what + 
true. ~Which is no more, if fo much, 

that known Axiom of his 
that fome thinys that are fale, 
that, faba qua ’ 
irae. Icisno argument 
bent itis poflible , no, nor becaule 
it is certain, that many lyes and falfhoods are founde 
upon chis very ching, obabilsty, Though c ivility may 
oblige, not to contradict, where we fee no nponaes 
ty; yetdifcretion will, to doubt, and to fufpend aflent, 
till we fee good ground of belief. I know thewwilelt man 
may miftake fometimes; many are credulous ; and ma. 
ny love to tell what themfelves have forged, or what 
they have from others, though themfelves perchance do 
not believe it. Iam no Sceptich or Pyrrhomick, and 
whether ever any fuch were, really, is a queftion: 
which to be, in my apprehenfion, is little lefs, thanofa 
rational creature born, to turn into a /enfelejs brute, 
And it doth much derogate from Gods goodnefs, to 
think that he fhould give us reafon, the belt of gifts, for 
no other ufe, than always to doubt ; which is worfe, 
than to have no reafonatall, Yet this mutt fay, which 
Ithink moft true: their profeffion was, if ever any fuch, 
to doubt of all things : the beft way, never to be a Scep- 


tick ,18, NOt to be too quick of belief, and to doubr of ma- 
ny things. Take it from Sr, 


mM st, Auguftin, that it may have 
more authority, beft in his own words, but becaufe ve- 
ry worthy to be knownunto all, that would be wife, I 
will put them into Englith, They are out of his: book 
De Magiftro, which in a Seeratical way, that is by way 
of Dialogues, dorh comprehend divers curious {pecula. 
tions 
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Of Gredulity and Incredulity; 
tuons concerning the end, or ufe of {peech, St. Augutin 


difciple. This A 
having often been compelled by force of argument, to 


which he thought shit of before; 


at he denied, 
ended for it by St. Auguftin, 


fowable to yield affent unto thofe things which we haut 
throughly confidered, and perfectly underftand : [0 to embrac: 
that we know not, as though we knew it, and under {tood it, 
gs wo lefs dangerous. For the danyer is, that when we have 
been often beaten off from thofe things which we conceived 
once moft firm and folid , We fall at laft into [uch a hatred, o 
sealous {ue{pition of reafon, that we foall not think fit or faft, 
to yield afjent unto any truth, though never fo perjpicuoms 
and apparent. So St, Anguftin there. Though he {peak 
properly of belief and unbelief in matters of opinions, 
determinable by reafon only, and we of belief and unbe- 
lief in matters of fa&, only, determinable, not by rea/m, 
but by experience : yet his words are very applicable to 
our purpofe ; one great ground of Incredwlity, and that 
which doth moft juftifie it tothe world, is, groundle/s 


Credulity. 
BUT omthe otherfide, to go on where we began, 
with St, Awguftin's rule; befides what is againtt the 


; and Adeodatus rh other fr 
: ee, WICH fe thought fa//e and on the con. 
trary, that fal/e, 

being grown, at che lait, mor an 

or affented unto . he is comm 

in thefe words : J am well pleajed with your doubting, asit 
a fign to me of amind( or tion) not inclinablet 
; vafone/s, than Which{ fucha 1 nothing doth mort 
conduce te [etledne[s or tranquillity of mind. For cas 
r we avord trouble of mind, when thofe things which through 
too freat facility of affent, ( orc’ redulity ) we baa 
as tr#e, by oppofte arguments begin to totter, and at laft art 
extorted | alainft our wills? So that, as it is but rex 


or doth imply manifeft 
nothing incrediole. 
es; and man more 
fected, and fet Nature's Wonders, in feveral kinds 
all miraculous to me, becaufe though I fee the thing 
plainly and undeniably, yet 1 compr ehend not the rea- 
fon, and thofe chat have attempted to find it, I {peak iC 
of many natural things, as the Load-ftone, and the like, 
are either ridiculoufly come off, as “Pomponat ins, and the 
like or have ftill left the mater in great obfcurity, and 
their rea/ons liable to many objections ; and again, Ifee 
or believe upon good atteftation, fo many f{trange effects 
of the power (with God’s permiffion ) of Devils and 
Spirits, fo many (tofight, and for any reafon that we - 
can give ) miraculous operations ; that I know not what 
itis, befides what I have before mentioned, without 
good and mature confideration, that I can think sacre- 
dible, or impoffible. Yet I know that the Devils po- 
wer, allow him to the utmoft of what can ratio- 
nally be allowed to a created Spirit, is limited 
and that he cannot do many things, What thofe 
things are that he cannot, is difputed, and ar- 
sue by many, to ‘whom I willing! fub{cribe 
But he can fo imitate and counterfeit, that we th Tr 
find it a very hard task, to diftin uifh be . 
of which he and the 
-Jemblance, which he doth offer unto our € ; 
He cannot create fubftances : he cannot Pim 
men, or women, nor the leaft a 
lieve, that hath its Beeins 
mew caft | S Dy generation: but he 
y calt before our eyes fuch th 
Which he cannot create: orf apes of thofe things, 
that ix thall creare = upon our phancy, 
angly, that he may attain hi ds 
feits, as ef ually is ends by thofe counter- 
y, Perchance, as if all were in good 
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earneft, what it appears to o | 
the moft fatisfaCtory filiitiaion Me 
his power, is, thathe candonomore thin wha Ge 
doth permit, who hath referved to himfelf ihe She 
Feignty of the worlds government, and will nor fi fet 
them that truft to him and depend of him, in th ft 
degree, to fuffer by him more, than what may be fr 
his Own glory, and their further good, if they patiem- 
lyfubmit, and their faith and con dence hold to the laf. 
Where nI am fo confident, and fo much confirmed, even 
by thofe flrange effects of the Devils power, which] 
have read and believe, chat it never yet entred into m) 
heart to fear any thing of him more, than his temptat: 
ut Of this more,by and by, Upon thefe grounds, M- 
Wanda nature, firft, for no fatis- 
factory reafon can be ; collected, or 
molt, hitherto known ivers; but, if diligently 
fought, daily to be : and fecondly, 
wer of the Devil, which though not fo great now, asit 
was before Chrift, yet great enough f{till, to caufe admi- 
ration; I know not well, t fay, what to account sacre- 
— dible. Could one man, trufting to the ftrength of his 
_ wit, and the efficacy of his art, not without fome ground 
( as fome learned profeffors of the art have taken upon 
then ro maintain, which I meddle not with) fpeak fo 
proudly, wi x) find me but a lace whine 
I may ftand conveniently, (at a convenient diftance from 
the earth it felf, Ifuppofe his meaning was ) and I will 
move the whole earth: and could the fame man do ae 
in the fight of many, which were thea generally thougit 
gmpoffible, and now to many more incredible? and how 
fall we limit the power of Spirits, in caging 
- éxperience fo far exceeding that of mens, when Go 


doth permit ? Yer for all I do :not deny, | 


* 
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as before, becaufe it is both againtt faith, 
jmitted, as that God will permit them 
and againftreafon to be fo ealie, precifely to de- 
ro do many things, — ca and much harder to 
cermine, what thofe things rfeir, among the 
‘difcern what is real, and what is counterieit, 
ly to beGeve then, 
ks of fo skilful juglers, Not eafily 
works d d ve ffible nor yec 
what otherwife is acknowledged very pof/:i 
a5 incredible, what to ordinary fenfe, 
abfolutely to reject as sncreasote, 
fiible. but to confider how at- 
and reafon may feem impoilibie, 
tefted, and not againit clear evidence ; that 
le, Or obfervatson. 
be; In the relation of 
things, whether natural or fupernatural, to know 
temper of the relator, ifitcanbe known: and what in- 
terefthe had, or might probably be fuppofed to have 
had, inthe relation, to have it believed. Again, whe- 
ther he profefs to have feen it himfelf, or take it upon 
the credit ofoche:s; and whether a man by his profeili- 
on, inacapacity probable, to judge of the truch of chofe 
things, to which he doth. bear witnefs,: Every one of 
thefe particulars would requirea particular confiseratiow. 
but chat I would not be too jong, ortedious, To maxe 
application of thisto thofe witneffes, or the chiefef. 
have produced and made ufe of : | can Sive no account 
oi temper by their life, or aGhons they were nor. 
nor could be known unto me, that way. But he was 
not altogether out, who fd, Leguere ut te oideam's 
though fubject tO many exceptions, L know; yer ordina- 
rily, a man may. give fome guefs at a mans cemper in 
point of ferioufnefs, orlightnefs, by his writings, Car 
dan wasa learned man, and one that was well acquaint- 
edwith the world , of great experience, 1 makeno que- 
ftion, Bur he was a man ventofiingenii, jelf-conceited be- 
yond meafure, and as covetous of popular applaufe: 
never {pake man more truly, than he that firft paft that 
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cenfure on him. Any man of ordinary ; 
perceive it by his writings, 

tcotell ftrange things, that caufe wonder that he 
might be wondred at, and admired by them, that did 

“eve him, And indeed he doth tell more ftrange 
things of pimfelf, and his father, and fome other relat 
ons of his, than a man thall likely meet with any where 


a. elfe. But he was nor Only ventofus, as cenfured by 


others, but alfo mendacifimus, a notable lyar, as ac & 


| knowledged, and proved by his great friend Nodey: 

and by his confeffion of to 
feope, Nagax, religionis contemptor, maledicus, impuru, 
calummniator, &c. all which the fame Nodeus doth ac. 
knowledge moft true of him. 

SOME man may wonder, (chis bythe way ) 
made Nodeus, who otherwife doth moft ridiculouly 
exalt him, to acknowledge fo muchtruch; but ther 

- WaSareafon. Cardanus and Nodeus were not of on 
Religion, in point of Spirits, of whom, though Cardé- 
wus tells many ftrange ftories, which I believe ( from 
fach a convicted lyar )are falfe , yet among fo many, it 
is poffible fome might be true. But whether falfe or 
true, Nodeus, asail, or moft chat are of that perfwa- 
fion, admirersof Epicurus, &c. could not indure to heat 
ofthem, Inthat particular, he doth caft dirt upon him, 
and makes him the vileft man, that éver was : In others, 
if you will believe him, Cardanms was an incomparable 


acontradiction . and Nedeus himfelf cenfured for 2 mar 
of no judgment at all, if not worfe, But he knew what 
times he wrote in, and how men ftood affected. Net 
ther didhis judgment herein deceive him; which in a 
more fober age, if God will be fo merciful, may caule 
nofmallwonder. Well, Cardan, for one, was alearn- 


ed man, of great experience : but I fay, by 
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man, Thisinanother age, might. have been chougltt. 
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th fpoil all. J think they 


leave, this mendaci fimus do 
chat cruft him, deferve to be deceived, and J doubt ma- 


ny ftand not upon that fo much, fo they may be thought 
fome body, becaufe they read Cardan. 

IT KNOW notany have made ule of, bur, fo far 
as may be guefled by heir writings, were fuber and {e- 
rious men: and fo accounted by thofe ( known unto 
mention them in their writings, They were 
all, or molt of them. learned Ph ficl. 
fore belt able to juds 
we ve a judge of thofe things, which they 
and attel 
either the credit of i — 
oblesved.» before a long tume, as 
cacy Of charms and 4 acknowledge the efh- 
avy ms and incantations ) Or 
fit, in their practice, to acknowl d 
accord publifh and proclaim th “fea 
means tor curess (fuch ot /upernatural 
too tor inftances ) no man, J thi oe made choice of 
impair it, is very apn can imagine how 
0 their ingenuity from rent, The reward 
‘Severe number, or thofe 
R be accounted éi:her 

excepted, of or idiots. Laftly. 
made's: becaue-she queftion may be 
wan he doth not fay he { hominem, be faw the 
yet may be true enou oh efaw the thing : ( which 
their eyes Profefs to 
vhnat chev rel, een 
not mentio y relate, Vair i 
n his eyes, air indeed doth 
which he te hath thofe circu 
ay there, amou which 
ation. nt tO & widimus, Or 
M . His initances are 
truc, 
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true, yet I cannot allow of his ; é 
trult co our eyes, in moft Na 
otherfenfes, elfe we thall not know what 
However, it is verytrue in fome cafes our eyes be 
ears, and other fenfes may deceive us ; and that rch 
on may be fufpected, which is grounded UPON two eye: 
or cars only ; though the witnefs be sranted an horef 
difcerning man. I could mention many things tha 
have hapned unté my felf in that kind: but one thing 
that hath made moft impreffion, I thal! make bold to re 
Tate. not many years. but it was fome time befor 
Our bappy refloration : My Son ( the only Thave or then 
had ) and I had rid fome twenty or thirty miles that diy 
and came to the houfe of a worthy Gentlewoman, of 
fome relation, by marriage; where I had been often, 
kindly entertained. In the night, about midnight I the 
efled, my faid Son, and I lying together, and bot 
afleep. Iwas fuddenly awakened by-the report oft 
Gun or Piftolet, as 1 then thought, difcharged unde 
the bed. It fhook the bed, I am fure. Being fome 
what terrified, Iawakened my bed-fellow; asked hin, 
whether he had heard nothing; told him what had 
heard, andfelt. He was fcarce awake, whena fecont 
blow was heard, andthe bed, as before: which didput 
him in fuch a fright, thacl forgat mine own, and wholly 
applied my felf to put him out of it, and to keep him in 
his right wits. Thus bufie, it was not long before 
third blow, and ftill the bed as before. I would have 
rifen, but that he did fo clofely embrace me, that I durlt 
not leave him, neither was he willing to let me go. 


was an hour at leaft after that third and laft blow, be- 


fore I.could get him to fleep , and before day, 1 alfo fel 


afleep. Inthe morning, being up before me, I bid him 


look under the bed, which hedid, but not fo carefully, 


as one poffeft with other apprehenfions about the ag 
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ashe might have done. I charged him not to {peak to, . 
any, until my felfhad firft acquainted the Miftrefs of the | 
houfe, whomI knew, 4n underftanding difcreet Gentle- 
woman, It was about dinner-time before fhe came 
down to the Parlour, and then as foberly as { could, 
none being prefent, but two of her daughters, vertu- 
ous Gentlewomen ; I firft prepared her, not much 0 
wonder, orto be troubled, So 1 acquainted her. “I 
perceived by her countenance, it did trouble her, and 
as we were difcourfing, fhé looking upon me, as expect- 
ing fomewhat from me, that might prevent further jea- 
loufie or fufpition , Lhapnedco tell her, chat 1 had fome 
thoughtin the morning, that it might be the cords of 
the bed: She prefenrly, and witha joyful countenance 
faid, It is fo certainly ; for the bed was lately corded 
with new cords, which were fo ftretched, thatthe ma 
told us, he was afraid they would break if nortl : 
yet foonafter, whenthe bed fhould be ufed Sh “had 
Me. one of her daughters 
, and it was fo indeed: the cords were broken i 
three feveral places. What ocher 
ter experienced in fuch things, misht 
Tknow not: I have no thought ought of it, 
knots the ea wonder of it, 
ned tofome other, as it did to have hap- 
tobeterrified. and Co knew the caufe, 
before I ha been hak 
{cious to my felf of a Ive, if Pind not have been con- 
houfe was haunted, could 
uid never have believed, that 


fuch cords could h 

ave made a lo fe. 

the certainty. I could not Se 
: afmall thr 4 though J have confidered fince, that even 
5 ead, haflily broken, maketh no {mall noife 
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Of Credulity and Increduljty, 
ides, that a Piftole: could | 
there would have been. a f{moak not be difcharged, by 
ever fome might have » and {mell, Bat whur 
thought, it is enough that it m; 
ave hapned unto fome others as Hatt might 
Seales may dece. tO me, to prove that oy 
y deceive us fometimes, and that it is neral 
ways enough to fay, J have {een it 1S notal- 
But when a thing doth happen in ing 
and clear fight (for ata 
eceived and a pam 
make a whole camp i 
pition run away : b 
that is another cafe) but clear light 
of many fober, and not pre-occupi 
paliion, if then many eyes be deceived ; itis vs 
likely, andfol grant, it doth often happen ; it ish 
f and intervention of the Devsl, chat they arelo 
Now in thofe relations Ihave made ufe of, fome thin , 
| very before many ; not any 
lad more witnefles than one or two, 
o, and therefore mor 
FOURTHLY, At the mouth of two or three itm 
fes foall every word or matter be cfablifoed we 
faithit, and, ifthere be no juft exception againft the 
witnefles, is moft ferret to the practice of men, in 
all-places.. Ihave cleared my witnefles from all except 
ons ; and they are more chan one or two that witnelle 
the fame thing, though not the fame thing numerically, 
yet the fame thing in effet; to wit, the truth of /uper 
natural operations, by ‘Devils and Spirits ; which 
who upon fuch proofs and atteftations will not believe, 
may jultly be charged with obftinate, and if we confidet 
ili confequence of fuch unbelief, increas 
ify. 
LASTLY, fomewhat hath been faid of it before, 
but it cannot be too often repeated: Let no man that 


doth afpire to the knowledge of truté, difcredit the cruth 
or 
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bufinefs that 1s controverted, becaufe 
abufe and impofture, It isa very 


and with vulgar judgments, of 
0 deny all trath, and to 


or reality of any 
the thing is liable to 


popular way indeed, 


ayt 
reat force : but it is the W | 
Seirdton all government, and whatfoever is moft holy 


among men, For what is it, if well look’d 
is not liable to abufe, and impolture 
fomewhat that is obvious, and what a ar may 
judge of; No wife man doth doubr, but t 
fuch an art, as Phyfick, of dicine acknowleage 
in the Scriptures, both of the Old and New Teftament 
magnified in the Civil Law: befices the ceftimonies 
private men, of all profeflions, every where obvious, 
Andfor my part, though ‘ail the world fhoulg be of 
another belief, yet I fhould think my felf, who more 
than once ( with Gods bleffing ) have been faved by ic, 
hound with gratitude to acknowledge the efficacy and 
excellency of it, Yet if a man were difpofed to argue 
againtt it, as needlefs, orpernitious, how eafily might 
he find arguments ? As firft, becaufe divers Nations 
have done without: Phyficians, as well as with them: 
the Romans, for along time; the Babylonians, whofe 
cultom was, as witnefled by Heredotus, to keep records 
of difeafes and cures; and to expofe their fick to the 
view of all men: notto infilt in other Nations, which 
have been fpecified by others, And then, the Se&s and 
Factions of Phyficians, that have been at all times: 
their different judgments of the caufes of difeafess 
‘and different courfes in curing ; not only dif- 
ferent, but even contrary; as every man knows, 
that hath but looked into their books. And then, 
if we confider the number of Empericks, bold 
illiterate , ungrounded men , that so under 
that name; and the credulity, or covetoufnefs 
of many, who to fave fomewhat, will truft 
M 3 them- a 
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_ and Fhyfick vindicated ; but with this acknowledgment, 


= 


themfelves into any hands, rather than he 


tofend for, or go to an allowed. and W 

Phyfician, it isa great queftion, ( or alee 
queftion, but many more, certainly ) whether mote are 
not kill’d by fuch ufurpers, and counterfeits, than are 
faved ( under God ) by true leirned Phyficians, where 
they moft abound. Butall this may eafily be antwered, 


at the charge 


thatthe beft things chat are, may be abufed ; and{ 
thofe things, chat in their nature have the truth and rea 
lity of exiltence as certainly, as thofe that are feen and 
difcerned by the eye, may be counterfeited and falfifed 
and are liable to the miftakes of men that are ignorant 


and che illufion of juglers and impoftors, 


FOR afurther direction to them that may wanti, 
in this matter of witneflesto make faith to ftrange rel. 
tions ; I will take notice of fome objections that are 
madé, ormay be made. As firft, what can be more 
creditable, than what doth fland upon publick records: 
may fome bodyfay. Sodid all chofe prodigies Livy doth 
relate. Muitwe then think our felves in resfon bound 
to believe them, all, or one half of them? No: it isa 
miftake. That which ftood upon record, was, that fuch 

and fuch (if more, than ‘one: of many prodjgies, but 
one ) did inform that fuch and fuch a thing had hapned; 
who delivered it upon their honeit word, ( not oath, 
that I can find, exceptit were upon fome extraordinary 
occafion ) that jt was true. This was the fuperitition ol 
the Romans, of thofe victorious times, that they thought 
nothing, that did relate to the fervice of their Gods, 
muft be negle@tcd: and fo a record of it was made, mun- 
Ciatum effe, that it was reported, not, vernm effe, that tt 
wastrue. Yet we findin the fame Livy, that often- 
cimes, uponjutt fufpicion ; that which was related, did 


pafs fome kind of examination , and if found ame’ 
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in things NA TURAL 
what fhall we fay to Plutarch 167 
k his own credi tarch’s rela- 
and ferious yet he ac- 
ic OF Man th (Nor ut 
hot now T reatife of 
tied doth fertoufly it is preferved in 
att im, and his familiar friend = very well known 
“9 e faid, and his S | ? as I take it: wh 
his body . b ; Sou after three | ; who di. 
ys ecaufe it was Pceteahd remanded 
fer, thac he was deori upon a miftake of the ea CoO 
when another man ived of life by fuch 
ich e{tauration ro life and fent for 
ive, Pl e lived many y ter 
This relation, when he and was 
078 firft read in om did fomewha this of him. 
doth barel and the me, 
thing, which a8 rn? and exc rather, becaufe 
there was no interpret as againft no- 
ed, if what he aflent, but is 
time. But related be confi- 
ought and {ti ‘ards, Upo trouble 
friend, mi ill think ch n better confi me 
~ pie sht be v thac both nfideration 
what th ery honeft Platarch 
bound at al ey believed nen, and {peak nd his 
parting of his chem, sad ore 
that i oul wa r{t f not 
m 
fick, an hich by che faith 
miltaken for of every terms 
fe rom which fe, might cafil 
“Cam at , &c, that S0po- 
afterwards abour of. [leep IS, A Rnd s 
ver think when aw pr of ound! 

‘y truth, Or 0 be true, and ak:ned, what and 
though the » aS Jenner relate st um did 
wer tus to oth 

e dead, and fr elfewhere. 7 ers for 

equently, aft , They lie as 

4 cr they are awa- 
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168 OF Gredulity and Incredaliy 
Rened, make report what ftranze things they bev heard 


ana feen..~ 
_ NO wonder then, if the man in fach 4; 

uch a d 

faw ftrange vifions ; and itis probable. he bod 
fome fuch ching, that had hapned, or commonly report. 
ed ro have hapned unto fome others; whereof the learn. 
ed Annotator, inthe laft Paris Edition will Sive a furs 
ther account to them that defire'it, But this sranted 
acfoilows in Plutarch, that the other, who by rish 
. fhould have died, (forthere wasa miftake of men, or 
q fouls, as was faid before) uponthe return of Antilly 


his foul, ( thar was his name ) whenhe heard what ha 
hapned to Antillas, and what report he had made of hi 
vifions ; thatis, that his fou! fhould be returned ip. 
deed, burcthe others, firftintended, would be fent for. 
he fell fick, anddied in very deed. Truly I think« 
sg cording to the belief of che vulgar of thofe days, it wer 
wonder, a great wonder, if he had not. For he wa 
not onlytold, what this revived (as was thought ) 
tillus had reported of him, as revealed unto him in tha 
_other world; but people ( fo goes the ftory ) were dail 
and hourly at his door, to fee the event, which was 
enough to ftarcle any man, that had nota very great 
courage, and knew nothing to the contrary, but that 
what wasteported of Antillus his death, his miracw-, 
fous reviving, and what bimfelf had fince re- 
ported, as revealed unto him, where he had been, was 
very true; enovghI fay, to ftartle him intoan aliens- 
tion of mind, ora fudden death: whereof there be ma- 
ny examples of men, who furprized with a fudden 
_ greatfear, though without any other hurt, or danger, 
have fallen into fome ficknefs, which bath ended i 
death. ‘Hetherefore, who upon this, or like relaton 
of Platarch, fhould cenfure him.for a fabulous. writet, 


would do him wrong, and bewray either malignity 
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-snorance, Yermany f ables we may find in Plutarch, 
eich being delivered by him, not credited, nor to that 
end they fhould be credited, but according to the A4j- 
rhologie of thofe times, which was no {mall part of their 
learning, and is yet to all men, for the underftanding of 
ancient books, without which no true learning Can be 
purchafed , for fuch fables, and the like, delivered upon 
certain fuppofitions ; it were very ridiculous, and inju- 
rious alfo, toaccount him fabulous. 
BUT becaufe this is a profitable point, to prevent rath 
judgment, which commonly proceeds from ignorance, or 
want of judgment, or ingenuity, the worft of the threes 
among them that have lately written of Demons and Spi- 
its, and their inftruments,men and women, Witches and 
Sorcerers : Bodinus and Remigius are moft known, | think, 
and read. Learned men both, and whol think, had no 
intention at all to impofe upon their Readers, but wrote 
as themfelves believed. Yet for all this,1 do not think 
felf bound to believe every thing that the ' believed mt 
thought truth : neither could I, for the vali before iL. 
ledged,ground upon any of their {tories but as the autho: 
rities,and circumitances of the {tor well dere ye 
induce me. learned, yet 
to errors and mi and j 
think of che at either of them might 
y afhing of the hands Ol and 


of a Vine-ftick. of the crowing of the Cock , and the like 31 


make no queltion but 


befides oll obfervations ) for it's 
cenfors of his bo it ted to Bodinus particularly, by he 
fome fuch thin true.Many men when they have Sot 
Prove falfe. end, that may accidentally 
they think may be jultly famed as fuperftiti- 


they have enough to diferedit a 
man, 
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to blaft his labours, th 
Y, Or profitable . Which, as I faid before i$ 4 


itis the manner of : 
‘che’ are incredulous men efpecially 
otherwif With any authority. and 
He evade, Avery learned Y, 4nd cannot 
De Origine Idelolat. ( or rath 
&c. a fa ( OF rather, De Theologia G 
more proper Title 
wih! except he had followed; 
rwile ; which Save me encoura 
the fame fubjet De orig. Ido/o/. 
; at. {ong ago, though ne- 
yet printed ) doth 
) pafs a harfh judgmen 
astor fome other things , fo re 
feverity, orrather, ashe makes it, rafh and 
partialiry, in admitting all kind of witnefles a nf 
sainft ful- 
pected Witches : and to draw out compaftion more for 
cibly, he ftilesthem smbecilem fexum, Iwill not tale 
uponmeto excufe Bodin in all things, Yet had 
wellconfidered the atrocity of the crime, than which 
none can beeither more injurious to the Divine Majett 
ormore pernicious to the community of men; he mi ? 
as well ha 
ell have cenfured his feverity in this cafe, an excels 
ofzealfor God and men ; ashe doth cenfure it, and ag- 
Sravate it, want ofequityand mercy, And fure Iam, 
that a very learned mantoo, and of great fame in the 
world, out of meer indignation, and zeal to God, fee 
ing Witches and Sorcerers fo indulgently dealt in France, 
(where Bodinus lived )did write, as himfelf profeffeth, 
Treatife, De Idololatria Magica, whichis 
B UT invery deed no man can deny, but in this cafe 
of Witches, and perfons bewitched, great judgment and 
circum{pection, and all little enough, ought.co be ufed. 
Jremember when I lived in Sommer very young 
then; I heard, at my firft coming intothofe parts, of 


one that was much pitied, (4 Gardiner by his profefli- 
on, 


Of Gredulity aud 
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honeft man every body faid ) as,ftrange- 
ho alfo, as 1 was told, had appeared 
at the Afizes, more chan once, 


(ome of his fits, It was faid, as Iremember, that one 
or two, ifnot more, had been condemned, and fuffered 
shoutit. Iwasalfotold of divers of the Clergy, who 
being defired, had been with him, to comfort him. 
Yet at laft, fome years after, this veryeman proved 
be the Witch, ( a Witch or Sorcerer himfelf ) and was at 
Bridgwater Goal, 1 being then in the Country where 
he carried himfelf, by common report, as a defperate 
Atheift, and feemed to flight the proceedings of Jultice 
againfthim, being coniidenthe fhouldefcape, he ves 
ry night before execution, (intended ) though kept with 
sreat care, and well fettered, I believe , yet being left 
alone fome part of the night, or his Keeper fleeping, he 
got away by cafting of himfelfdown through a hi h hole 
or window in the wall. and it was faid ( my 7 aT 
was not very far from the place ) that a great heap, or 
pile of Fagots, which lay far enough in the ya df 
the place, were removed, and placed und h vall 
for hisefcape. But the man bein dilioe 
aftera day or two, was found in gently 
( upon the Devils fup 
efhould efcape, Was {peedily executed Th 
vil deals with his vaflals, He doth k Reese 
them, (worfe than the Devil 
the better for it, but in t ) and yer they are not much . 
Dut in this, the utmoft of miferi 
at their confidence doth hi d miferies, 
is bad to have to do with repentance It 
count of the bufinefs, if neithe Rhave givens 
information have deceived m 
4n account of all memorab! 4 we bad 
e things, that happen in this 


kind 
ind, in all parts of England. Ldoubt not, if performed 
b 


on, anda very 
ly bewitched : W 
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OF Gredulity and Incredulity, 


BUT again, when ftrange things. are pretended, 


and creditable witneffes Produced ; yet itis the part of . 


or auditor, before gives 

F, to confider the nature of the thing, and 
all the circumftances of it, For fome things are of 
thar nature, tlugh never fo well attelted a man 
would think, that are yet poffible to be miftaken: 
either becaufe they cannot be fo throughly examined 
and fearched, as fome other things: or becaufe, 
not accompanied with convincing circumftances, that 
make it clear unto all men, not fet upon contradi- 
ction, that there is fomewhat Supernatural, or be- 


fides the courfe of ordinary nature, in the cafe. I. 


will inftance in a notable example. In the year of 
our Lord, 1593. a rumor was fpread, far and near, 
concerning a Silefian boy, about feven years of age, 
who had, they faid, a golden tooth growing in his 
mouth, Ic was two years after, time enough a man 
would think-to find out the truth, before the ftory 
was publifhed in Print, and then too, by no mean 
man,* but by facobus Horflius, a ‘earned Phyfician. 
Soon after (I follow the account Senwertus gives of 
it ) he'was feconded’by one Martinus Ralanaws, 3 
Phyfician too, of good account, Thefe, it feems, 
made no queftion of the truth. But two years after 
thar, one Ingolfterus oppofed him; Rulandus mean; 

andthe fame year, Rulandus replied in his own de- 
fence. The fubftance of their reafoning to and fro, 
is to be found in Libavius his Sisgularsa, { one of 
the firft books that ftirred me up to apply my felf, 
when very young, to the ftudy of nature, nti 
at fpare hours I might compafs ) with 


own conjectures all along, 


rational, and well “_ 
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NATURA 
range 
the reading, It 1s incredible [Dy 
Gons fome men had, concel ci as far asthe 
dino their prognofiicks OF IC, 
tooth; extending his war with the Chriftians. 
Turkifh Empire, but a cheat. How difco- 
But in the end, it proved but a weal 
vered, is nothing to my fe th 
the Reader to confider, = 
Juljry of men in it, which may be Walle 
and well attefted, till they have well pondered all circur- 
ftances; yet to confider, } fay, that it he 
poflible for men vo be muiitaken, where they ha 
not have fuch full infpeétion, except the toot 
been out, aS is eafie in many other, whether pre- 
tended, or real wonders. Befides, there was no 
convincing circumftance, but fuch tather, as might 
induce a man, to fufpe& a fraud. For the Parents 
were poor, and reaped great profit, by fhewing this 
tooth, inthis way of ne it, fuch as it was. But 
if a man of good credit and judgment, fhould tell me he 
hath feena maidin the prefence of divers others, /ow 
and write ( exquificely both ) with her tongue; whichI 
think a greater wonder, than todo it withthe feer, as of 
more than one I have read: or feena man, whofe arms 
were focut off, that nothing but fhort ftumps were left, 
handle ( pardon the word: if I fhould fay, manage, I 
know no great difference ) a fword, charge and difcharge 
a mufquet, and thelike ; though the matter feems to me 
very {trange, and almotk incredible ; yet I cannot fufpect 
any fraud or miftake,if my Author be true,aind fober - as | 
am {ure ] have good authors for both, which no judicious 
man Can ratsonally {uipect, or queftion Nicolas T ulpins 
Of Amflerdam,for the maid; and Ambrofe Pareus, for the 


man ; who alfo relates, that the faid man made a trade to 
rob and kill upon the ways 


a for it was 
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BU T to retur | 
the cheat was then Tooth: Though 
by more than one. ver publi 
{pread fo far before tha 
made fuch deep impreftion minds of many had 
€d long after ; and for ought I 
fome, to this day, Sure I am 
vearsago, with no {mall diligence, 
world’ us an.account of three rot 
rid, ve feen no mor on j 

thing very real, Except he inetd 
boy; becaufe it is in the defcription of Hunga tar 
hath IC ; whereas ours was in Silefia Batt 
it is his miftake, orthe miftake of fome wh rt * 
followed, If fo, then we muft fay, that 
rime, hath well improved: For he doth not ers a! 
aboy witha golden roorh, but alfo of nine 
watiralleaves, of pure gold: which might (u ‘od 
atteftation of eye-witnefles ) be thought. the boreal 
bable, if, as fomeare of opinion, gold grew in Mines 
altogether as a tree; and gold mines be nothing a 
fundry trees of gold, His words are; Schemnitiom a 
alsa, dives fodina aurea, quin Ctiams ex 
tibus claviculi, foliaex puro auro aliquando enata pue- 
roque [uccrevit dens aureus. 1 couldhave named a man 
thefe times, (an Englith writer ) alfo, who doth 
mention it asa true ftory. But for his love to ancient 
jearning, and the pains he hath taken to vindicate it 
againft the attempts of fome others ; Iwill referve his 
name to fome better occafion. 
“BUT inall thofeftories, either of fupernatural cures, 


or incantation of Serpents, Thave told, things were act- 
ed publickly, or in the fight of many; or accompanied 
with fch circumftances, as make the ca 


fe indubitable, 
and out of all pofii 


bility of a miltake. Except a man will 
fay, 
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ia things NATURA L: 
indeed reprefented 
fay, that fome of thofe things, afener, fo that th 


he eves, whether of more, OF 
verily believe they faw fuch and fuch things , which 


ot were not {o, truly and really, as apprehended, This 
‘adeed doth happen fometimes, but never ( inclear light, 
&c, as before limited ) but bY diabolical art, and illufton : 
fothatas tothe proving 0 operations, it 
comesto one, YetthisI will fay + if in the incantations 
of Serpents, one or two only, of that kind, had been 
charmed at once; I might have fufpeced, that by art, 
and induftry, they might have been taught that obedi- 
ence, if not to run into the fire, yet to fuffer themfelves 


tobe handled, and the like, becaufe I know of dogs, — 


and Horfes, and Elephants, ( befides what 1 have feen 
my felf ) and even of Serpents, what hath been written 
by fome, both ancient and late, 

T O inftance yet in another particular of umcrounded 
Icannot fay; for I think the moit cautelous, might have 
been deceived ; but deluded credulity, whereof I think I 
can give a better account, thanyet hath been given, for 
ought 1 know, by anyin Print, though more than one 
I know have taken notice of the cheat; fo I call it. 
though the authors of it aimed at fomewhat better they 
will fay, orfomefor them, perchance, In the year of 
the Lord 1550. Henry thefecond, King of France being 
then Bononia , thatis, (for there be three Towns, if not 
more, one in Italy, another inGermany, and a third in 
France, of that name ) Bologne, in France; which ha- 


ving been taken a year or two before, by the Englifh, 


was then reftored: a Lett 
CG; 4 Letter was writren 
a Frexch Phyfician, who 


Was then it feem 
with K 0 a friend 0 (} 
UM; en his, of the fame profe ion, 


zaldus. Lhave not met with th 
any where, which therefore I ereqahibi 
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Addit infuper, ts bofpes, quisllum attulst, hemo wti Appa- 
‘vet, Barbarus ; bujus virtutem ac vim effe ad quam pluri- 
‘me cum utilem, tum precipne, Regibus imprimis, necel] 
wiam: [ed quam revelaturus non fit, nift pretio ingentt prim 


advosredicrit. atte, & fiquos 


quod ili nomen ( f modo fuertt, 


feribi vere poffit. Ney it €0 peran | 
ser ab anlicis noftris hattenus labor atum, quibus 


Joh. Pipinus, Anto, Mizaldo, fuo S. P, D, 


(5 AYV D EO mibioblatam effe occafionem, chariff 
Antoni, quarcmxovam, plane abil 
bs nunciare fit datam. Nuper ex India Oriental; 
allatum bic Utdimus lapidem, lumine fulgore 
biliter corru{cantem, quiqut totus veluti ardens incen|u 
smcredibils lucis [plendore prafulget micatgue. Is jallis 
MS radits, ambientem circumauaque aerem luce 
fere oculis tolerabili, latiffime complet, Eft etian 
terra im patientiffimus: fi cooperire coneris, (ua sponte 
fatto impetu, confeftim evolat in [ublime, Contineri 
weroincludive loco wllo angufto, nulla poreft hominum arte: 
J ed ample liberaque loca duntaxat amare videtur, Summa 
fummusnitor: nulla forde, aut labe coingu- 
mater. Figura pecies nullaci certa, fed inconftans & mi- 
mento commutabilis: cumque fit afpettu longe pulcherrimus, 
comtrattari fefetamen non finit ; fi diutins adnitaris, 
vel obftinatius agas, incommodum adfert: ficutt mults [wo 


levi malo, me prefente, funt experti: quod fiquid 


to fortaffis enixins conando adimitur aut detrahitur, nam 
admodum non eft ; fit (dilta mirum ) nshilo minor. 


Reliquaex meprafente anases cum primum Rex 
ifthic habes Ui- 


ros eruditos diligentiffime orem, ex Plinio, A lberto, Mor- 
bodeo, aliifgue, qut delapidibus aliqued [criptum relique- 
vant, folicste dif quiraty, guifnam fit hujufmoas Lapis, 
antiguis copnitus pré- 
vie, neo minus infelicr 


accepto, 
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cliciffime 
rione praripere mecum feliciff 


palman in ea enim, Regs imprie 


iri 
que proceram saree ca ac re 
commota eft expeétario. Vale. 
Bononia, Pridie A fcenfionss C brifti, M.D.L. 
| it was Writ. 
HAVE fet down the whole Epiftle, as it Wi 
ten, becaule, as before faid, Ihave not mee with hole 
wee fam elfewhere ; and pity it were, chat what fo many years, 
‘am a to fo many, hath been che sround oi {o much trouble 
Band inquiry, thould not be fully known, And now 
for their fakes thatunderftand not the Latin, will fet it 
downin Englifs too, 
nd 
vic Joh. Pipinus, to Ant, Mizaldus, bis loving friend, bealth, 
‘and greeting. 
Is, | AM glad, deareft Anthony, that this opportunity 
Ho A bath offered it {elf of a new, andwonderful relation, We 
hav: lately [een a ftone, which Wau brought to omr King, out 
of the Eait-Indies, fhining with aamirable light and bright- 
as ifst were all on fire fuchis the [plenaor and flafb- 


in) of it, filling the air ronnd about with rays, which noeye 
canbear. It 1s very impatient of earth, andi f you vo about 
ocoverat, it makes its way by force, and flieth up on high. 
No art of man can conclude it, or contain it im @.narroW 
room ; naturally affecting wide and free places. It is of per- 
fett purity andcleanne/s, and.cannot be [oiled with any [pot 
w foulnefs, T be foape of it ts mot certain, but inconftant, 
and in a moment changeable ; andthouyb it be of abeantiful 
aspett, yer cannot endure to be touched . and if jou think to 
ufe any force, it zs not without [ome inconvenience, as [ome, 
my prefence, have found to their cof. Andif with much enn 
you happen to®rake part, or parcel from 


(for. 


in 
| 


eer i= 


(for it is wot very bard ) ie 
for it. Toall thes the lefs 


for many things - chiefly to Kj sey 
but nor to bere vealed, good 
payed. Nething now remains, bys tarnefly 


to entr 
Jon, andother learned men where Jom are, that you vil 


make diligent fearch in Pliny, Albertus, Marbodeus 
others, that bave written of flones, what this i, 
sncafe it Were known to the Ancients, what xs the tru 
wame of it. For in thi is the induftry of our Conrtiers 
who pritendto any learning, now occupied, wherein if | 
could prevent them, I foould think wy felf very bappy 
For st incredible, how much rhe K ing bimfelf, and the 
whole Court, long tobe fatistied, Farewel. 


From Bononia, Afcénfion Eur, 1550. 


WHERE Mizaldus was, when the Letter cameto 
him, Iknow not certainly: but I guefs at Parw, Here- 
upon, the fame of this rare ffone was {pread far and 
near; andallcurious men, Philofophers, and Natura 
hits, invited tofpend their judgments, Thwanus, mx 

ny yearsafter, enters itinto his Hiffory, asa thing wor- 
thy of eternal memory: Dum Rex Bononia effet, allatws 
eum ex India Orientali, &c. concluding thus: Her, 
ubinliteris Poban; Pipini, oculati ret tefte, making 
no queftion atall of the truth, but whether fuch a ftone 
éver'knownto the Ancitnts or no, leaving that to the 
further enquiry of Philofophers and Natowralifts, No 
fach thing is now to befound in7 buanus,after che matter 
was once come out, and he knew it was.a cheat. Yet, 
folong did the fame of this pretious /fome continue, that 
in the year 1622. when that admigable Treafury © 


choice rarities, called Veconn/t, ( 
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Barbarian to fi. br, doth ddd, that bit, 
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inthings NATURA L. ~ 
: caufe of the fobriety, and piety © the 
by the difputation at the doth 
appear ) it was yet current in thofe parts, and ~“ er 
deavours wereuled, for the procuring of it, ; 
purchafed at any rate, So we find ic there, 
over, how men verfed in chofe things, differed in thet! 
opinions : fome accounting it natural, other a magi 
cal tone, and the like. Whether Fermdins was the 
firft, (as Dr. Harvy doth inform us) who placed the 
Oedipus, andunfolded the riddle, 1 know not: 1 rather 


fufped, becaufe | find ix explained in che copy of the Let- 
ter I have, which 1 take to be ancient, that it came 


from them, or theirs, that were the firft contrivers of 
it, Nowtruly, had any man but fufpected, that it was 
poflible, ( concerning which wedhall have a more pro-. 
per place and full enquiry in our fecond part ) that any 
learned ingenuous man would be fo difingenuous, and 
fo idle, as meerly for the pleafure of the trouble, and 
puzle of others, to bufie lamfelf to. contrive acheat: 
think alefs manthan Oedipws, might have unfolded che 
riddle, for any great intricacy of it, 1am confident, 
that nothing buta {trong prefunption and confidence, 
that Pinxellms was too grave and coo ferious, to take fuch 
a perfon upon him, made ita riddle fo long. Ie might 
have been obferved, that though the Auchor fet down 
the time and place, when, and whether this {trange 
ftone was brought, and alfo make bold with the Kings 
name, either upon a‘ confidence, thofe whom he did 
abufe, would not foon have the opporcunity to ask him « 
or becaufe he had obtained fo much favour of the King, 
upon fome plaufible pretence, that he was content to be 
named: yet it might have been obferved, that’in fome 
— things, he {peaks not fo particularly, as mighe 
ave been expected, He doth intimate indeed: that 
many they were, befides the King, that had feen it, and 
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180 O 
wondred at it: Gredulity and Incredulity, 
td at it: butnames none particy 
doth, by their relations’ 
amountto a naming ) we Offices , which doth 
this lat efpecially, in their fories 
all poflibility of either Goin arly , which takes dWay 
man think that the very ftra 
the ftory, was enough t ngenels, or incrediblenes of 
coh to make a wife man fufpitions: 
ike a furvey of thofe ftrange thi women 
of nature, time hath difcovered. ; ae 
world, fomewhat might be fo d 
might deferve as muc 
cient, Or fincehim, Albertus Magnus 
his age, and many ages after, for nagural owtal 
have written of fome {tones ; which though ae 
fuch, yet I believe no farther, than I fee coe that 4 
than isapproved true, by good experience which is re. 
pugnant, Iam {ure, to many of their traditions : Iwill 
only yal hil in the effects of guickflver, known and 
ied, garly enough, but accurately collected, and 
etout by Acofa, in his, Natural Hiftory of the Inaset 
Lib. 4. Cap. 10. and 11. and by Livinus, Lemnius Dr 
occult, Nat. Mir. lib. 2. cap. 35. we thall find fome pat- 
ticulars of this imaginary ftone, truly verified of quick: 
filver, and divers others not lefs admirable, with equal 
truchattefted of it. But let us fee: 1 think with litte 
alteration, as ftrange a riddle as this, might have been 
contrived thus, Avery re[plendent ftone, ‘(or if you 
will, without any fophiftication; A Lqaor, that wets 
not )of no-certain form, not trattable, Without danger: 
ana sf yor divideitinméver fo many parts, or parcels; of 
it (elf, at Will come, or to come snto an ents'e body 


agin: which molt admirable, though it be the bea 
wi-fi thing inthe world, yet with fire, wil vanifh 
fi moak,, 
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nes and though vanifo, 
thine inthe worla: ax 
pes fooner or later, it Wil comele budy 


diminution, All thas, 
iain, withont any Lofs oF 
which more may beadded, according to the deicription 


“ofthe twoforenamed Authors : the word ffone, which 


‘smore proper of quickflver, 4S 10184 mineral, 
fre re Not to mention 
lopius, whos ofall have feen, hath written of r the 
vertues and properties, molt arts in his book, 

had the relation been 
true, but that this ftone might have proved a (Ma- 
gical {tone ? Who hath not heard of thofe Aftre- 
lovical ( according to the vulgar opinion, and their 
ufual graveure ; though the efficacy, by many af- 
cribed to the Stars and Planets. by more, and the 
more folid, to the Devil only ). flomcs and vems, 


called by the Grecians , Sosy et et, and by the Arabs, 


Tali(mata. the ufe and fuperitition wheregf though 
we abhor, yet the operations, attefted by fo many, 
how can we rationally deny? Let Gyges his ring, 
though not thought fo by all that write of it, pais 
for a fable; -yet learned Camerarius, I am fure, 
doth write of a ring of his time, for which he had 
the atteftation of fome, whom himfelf did believe 
very creditable, much more miraculous, than that of 
Gyges, becaufe this made the wearer only invifible; 
when he would, and gave him light in darknefs, ae 
pleafureg but the other reprefented things future, and 
afar off, which of the two I account the greater wonder. 

THIS, Ithought not amifs, to prevent the infulting 


of thofe [apienti 1m, OF Wondrous wife min, Sewea 


{peaks of, who when they hear, how many both 
learned and wife, were gulled by this cheats 
Will be ready to applaud themfelves; sand fay, 
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182 Of Credulity and Incredulity, 
what foolswere they, that t could no 7 
wat an arrant he: an 
iflearned men, and honeft men by common reputat 
meerly for tle pleat end 
sy tor tie picature of deceiving,. and puzl 
( which hath too much of the 
humor of the Devil, to be 
believed of real honeft men ) will confpire to. turn 1M 
fers, Vknow no fence againtt it, but abfolute Incredulie 
ty, in fuch cafes: whichis a remedy as bad, or worfe 
than'the difeafe ; the danger of being cheated, Butif 
as by Fernelius is alledged, ‘the end of the project was 
£0 make'men more fenlible of their folly, who admire 
nothing generally; but what is feldom feen, whereas, 
in very trath, thofe things, that are ordinary and daily, 
iflooked upon with a Philofophicaleye, deferve as much 
admiration, and*ftill ask for new figns from Heaven, 
when all chat is about us, if rightly underftood, wha 
we duly handleand fee; what we eat, drink and wear, 


are clear figns and evidences of che infinite power and wil- 


domofrthe Creator ; this, indeed, is a ufeful and plea- 
fant fpecnlation, which many. Philofophers and others, 
have largely infifted upon; and the fire, I grant, (as 
well obferved by Avicen, whom Fernelius doth cite) 
is a very pregnant example; yet, fome other way 
 mighthavebeen found, I believe, as by a convenient 
parable, forme prety fable, or fo, which might have 
wrought upon the vulgar as well, as this crude lye. 


— 


— 


A Mat atiend of my firft part, as to matres of Cre- 
dulirg Ot Tncredulty, in things Natural, taken in that 
éneral fenfe, before {poken of, and this will be our 


Part; “Now asaCorolary to it, not unbefeem- 


ing my profellion, I will take the Ninty Firlt Pfalm ot 
David, or fom: words of ir, into confideration, whi 


will afford us fome ufeful confiderations, not mae 
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The 

fubje@t we have handled, 

he protection of Almighty | 

= is ye But whether intended by the 


jhe Me Author of it, to fet out the fecurity of all godly men, 4a 


general, andto all that are fuch, equally appliable : or 


penned upon fome particular occafions, and more part- 


bea 

larly appliable to fome, than to others, may be 
{uperititious fews, from fuch | 
thought by fome, that the cuftom, or rick dea | 
rivgs,did Arlt proceed,as the fafihion ts of Eat Gees 
unlawful arts, to feck protection from the Scripture, by 
violent applications; have made bold to interpret this 
fecurity here promifed to the godly, of thole magical 
rings, made under fuchand fuch conftellations, which 
have been, alittle before fpoken of, So IJ learn from 
that great Matter of all good learning, Fofephus Scaliger, 
in fome Epiftles of his, fetout in his Pofthuma, It isa 
sreat chance, ifa bold Chymick will nog fay as much of 
the myfteries of his art, But wifhing them founder : 
brains, or better confciences ; whether the P/alw, ac- 
cording to the firft, either occafion of it, or intention of 4 
the Pen-man, be generally appliable or no; we need ] 
not be very folicitous, fince the fub{tance of it, the fe- | 
curity of the Godly, ec. is by other places of Scripture, 
affirmed and afferted , though not fo emphatica!y, yer 
plainly enough, to make sood all herein contained. Dy ' 
(Mus, late profeflor of the Hebrew tongue, in Paris; 
who hath learnedly vindicated the integrity of the He. , 
; brew Text, again{t Morinus, is fo taken with the ele- 
, gancy of the ftile, in the Original Hebrew, and the fub- 

| limity ofthe conceptions, that he thinks no Latin, or 
Greek piece, worthy to be compared with it, I fhall not 
conteit with him about chat; neither is this aplace; but 
itis obfervable, char even Heathen Poets have exercifed 


N 4 their 


bat it or impertin 
rv fubject of the P/alm, 


Gredulity and Incredality 
Upon this fubje@, th 
xight man » which 10 fet our 
ufed fome expreffions as high, as a hee 

ACE IS, Intevervita [ecleri/que 

jachiis, neque arcu, Yet I never heard W 
that any body#n thofe days, did quarrel with them fo, 
it, though it was then, asit is now, a common obfer- {c 
vation, that honeft upright men, were fubje@ (befides a: 
oppreffion, to which their integrity under a tyrannical Bd. 
govermment doth more particularly expofe them ) toall HC 
publick calamities, or irregularities of Heaven, or Earth f 
as Plagues, and Famines, or the like: as other men. i 
If thereof we take the words of the P/almif, as appli- is 
able co all godly men in general, which I think is thetru- 
eft fenfe, and firft intention; they will not beara Jiseral 
conftruéticm ; neither, inthatfenfe, are they reconcile: 


_ able with Feremie’s, and divers other holy mens com: 
plaints; even Davids,’ among others, in the 37. and 
93. cOmerning the profperity of wicked men 
inthis world, andafilictions of the Godly, And though, 
aSinall ages of the world, fo now, there may be many, 

who are ready (in their*fecret thoughts, at feaft ) to 
quarrel with God Almighty for it, and tell him, inthe 
language of thefe days, That he was bound in bis faftice, 

to have ordered it ocherwife. yet my opinion is, except 

God to'aflay the complaints of infolent wretched men, 
would new mould the world. and retract or annul the 

my fPeries of our redemption by fuch a Saviour ( which 

+ tofancy, were both ridiculoys, and damnable) it was, 
and is exdedient, ifnot meceffary, (a word not very fit 

| to be nled, when we fpeak of Gods counfels } it fhould 
be asiris. For, what fhall we fay? Thatin timesot 
blick cajamities, as Peftilence, Inundations, and the 

‘like . Godly men fhould be exempted, and they only 


: heir eyes ; 
perith, that have not the fear of God before 


4 
~~ 
+ 


known unto themfelves and others , 
«fives and converfations 7 hey nl), 
or, chat are fuch, for then the world would 
deftitute of inhabitants , that 1S appar 
Well,. they only: but if not ‘all, would nor th 
veg hat efcape, to think them- 
give’ ground to them, pe, 
felves, though nothing lefs perchance , Ppp 
and godly, and in the favour of God? And fo har 
den them in their wicked coyries, as juftutied by 
God himfelf, in their prefervation ? Certainly, bes 
fides profelt or fecret Atheifm and inhdelity ; there 
is not, among them that profefs to believe ; there 
is not, 1 fay, any greater caufe of mifcarrying, 
than pre{umption, {0 prone we are, if we keep not 
a very {trict watch, and make ic our daily bufinets, 
over our ations, to think better of our felves, than 
m- J we are, or God doth think, and know. What chen 
nd HH would ic be, if we had this further inducement of 
en prefumption of our goodnefs, and Gods favour, chat 


bh, others perifhed, we efcaped? But again, 

y, would it not, if none but fuch perifhed, give 

t0 ground to them that are really godly, and upright 

he in their lives and converfations, even to them, to : 
think better of themfelves than they are; and asmen 
out of danger, to grow proud and fecure highly con- 
1, ceited of themfelves ; defpifers of others, ( withefs the 

le late Saints, as they did calf themfelves ) than which | 
h no greater mifery can befal a sodly man, And { 
it that grand myftery of our | 
_Jaito, that we mutt be th: 


: ipparently were a place’ of reward to 
f good and evil? Or a place, where and evil-are 
difcriminated and difcerned, by Gach apparent, as I may 


partiality How can Pani’s inference be jufti- 
€@ and verified, that the profperity of wicked men 


in 
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Of Gredulity and lncredulty, 
an CIS World, is a fure evidence unto f 
prom Ww that 
Codi pt, we believe there is God ; thai 
A.D thefe things been well confidered of and mx 
more, though not able tO give an account of, aoa 
think our felves in duty bound to believe, fome both an- 
cient and Jate, might have writtén more warily, than 
they have done, Of the Ancients, I could name fome [ ; 
that writefufpitioufly, but none that I remember, more y 
peremptorily, than Lactantins: profelt Rhetoritian, 
and an elegant writer, but a raw Chriftian ; who main- 
taineth, that it is not poffible, that either at Sea by I ( 
tempelt, or at Land by war, (or Peltilence, he inten. 
ded alfocertainly, though he doth not exprefs it any 7 
t 
{ 


£5 


er 


j#ft man fhould perifh ; but that either God, for his fake, 
will preferve the reft, or when all the reft perith, that 
arenotwhatheis, healone thall be preferved. So he 
the more excufable, becaufe, as I faidbefore, butaraw 
Chriftian. I am much deceived, if among the Protee 
Mant Commentators on the Pfalms, fome one mightnot 
be found, who doth maintain the very fame opinion fe : 
Bodinus, Lam{ure, whether a Proteftant, or 2 Papil, 
faith little lefs, concerning the power of Magiciens and 
Witches; when he faith, that they cannot delude, or 
/ blind che eyes ( an ordinary thing with chem ) of chem, | 
/ ghat fear God; to reprefent things unto them as crue 
and real, which are not fo, but in appearance only ) 
which iftrue, we mayupon the fame ground conclude, 
they have no power at all upon their bodies, to annoy 
ghem: which ihdeed, without Gods permiflion, 
+ knowcheyhave not; but chat is not to the pur erg 
neither have they upqp the bodies of can s, peu 
permit, and give chem leaves fo that, in the’, pe 


nodifference, But to believe that. non¢ are poffe 
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the Devil, but wicked men, isa i. 


4. uncharitable, and erroneous opinion ; eafily Ca, 
at futed by the Scriptures ; befides what hath been faid be- 
of Godly men, being fubject to publick ca-amitics, 
ch MB as wellas other men, They that defire further fatisfa- 
ay HF dion in chis point, may, if they pleafe, and be able, 
n- read St. Chryfoftome his large difcourfe, in three feveral 
an HB books, to one of his time, that was poffeft, and had al- 
ne HE ready beenfo, when he wrote, for the {pace of three 
te ME years ; whom he accounted, and {0 defcribeth, as an | 
1, M exemplary man, for his holy \ife and converfation, 
n- THERE was a tradition anciently, fo ancient, that 
Gregory Nazianzen, and Prudentins were, and many - 
more have: have been deceived by ic, that S$, Cyprian 
had been a great Afagician, before he was converted to 
¢, MB the Chriftian faith; The occafion of his converfion fome 
at HE fay, was, that being paffionately in love of a chaft Chri- 
l¢ MH ftian Virgin, and out of all hopes to fpeed any other 
way; he had recourfe to his Mafter, the Devil, that by 
e- his means he might obtain his defire. 1 find it in Vair 
ot that the Devil fhould prefently reply unte him that 
n. againit them that did truly and fincerely worfhi 
p 
Chrift, no power or art he had could prevail : at which 
d Cyprian being furprifed with great aftonifhme 
ved prefently to become a Chriftian, But this 
the {tory, I do not find either i So 
er in Prudentins or Naxian- 
butin Prudentins Only this, that whileft | 
of that profeflion, among other things d 
Magick, to compafs his Juftful de(ires d 
zenthus, thatthe Dewi havins do h 
0, Upon ik 
put him out of all hopes of ha 1 to Cyprian, and 
Cyprian was fotroubled. th; 
that he made boldto revile the 
Devil, 


of otherwife annoyed by 
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Devil, théte be too many thatwill revile God hinnfel 


into him, and 
and tormented him which fo 
him toapply himfelf to Chrift for help, which hes 


be not true of our St. Cypriay. 
Cyprian, ‘whofe learn 
Works are extant; it may be fure, and 
true, ofanother, fomewhat later Cyprian, who died2 
Martyrtoo ; fo that it is ptobably, bur a miftake of the 


name, 
BUT if Vair were mifaken in his account, as 


the particular we are upon, groundéd upon St. Cypri- 


ans authority, to prove that a good Chriftian is exemp- 
ted from the ftroak and {marc of the Devil’s per{ecution, 
m general, and perfonal poffeflion, particularly : yet 
it may be fupplied, partly out of Cel/us, in Origen s and 
partly out of Orizen himfelf, Out of Ceélfus, it Origen, 
lib. 6, pag. 312, where Cedfys doth declare, that he had 
learned froman eZ ¢yprian Mufician, ( fo Prin- 
ted, and fo tranflated, Mujicum, by the Latin inter- 
preter : ButI propofe it to the confideration of them, 
that are moreatleifure, whether be not the more 
likely word ; there being fo much affinity between Ma 
and eA vyptins, in thofe times, at feaft, that the 
bare word, e4Zcyptius, as Baronius, Anno Ch, 337. Par. 
27, doth well obferve, is fometime taken for Magus: 
And befides, why fhould Cel/us regard what was faid, 
or affirmed by a A4ufician, inthis particular, being al- 
together out of his element and profeffion ) that 44 
gick, could not hurtthem that were Philofophers; that 
js, as the word is often taken, moral versaous men; 


but only thofe that were undifciplined men; 
ves and conver{ations, 


Out of Origen himfe 
hingapproved by good experientfs 


rily deliver it, asa t 


corrupt in their ls 
If, there doth very perempto- 
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7 
ethat ferved God according to the preicripto 
Chai and lived according to his Gofpel, and diligent 
ly applied themfelves night and day, to thofe prayers 
that were preferibed ( by which I underftand the Mors- 
ing and Evening Service of the Church ) could receive 
any harm by Mayick,, OF by Devils. All this if taken 
precifely, and limited to this prefent world and life, 
excepr it be reftrained to fome particular times, and Oc- 
cafions, is, Ithink, {pokenwith more confidence, than 
truth, 
YET Iwill notdeny, but that probably, pious up- 
right men, whom the confcioufnefs of their piety and 


“HB probity, hath not (as it often doth happen ) made them 


fecure, and prefumptuous, or proud, and arrogant, and 
defpifers of others; are not fo fubject to this kind of 
trouble, aswicked leud people. Neither willl be afraid 
to fay, though ridiculous, I know, to the wits, and 
wife of thefe times , thatit may be true enough, which 
byfome witches hath been acknowledged to Remitins 
that chey had nor the fame power to execute their malici- 
ous defigns upon thofe, even little children, who daily 
and duly faid their prayers, as they had upon others 
But wathal, I would have that remembred and chonghe 
upon. which out of Pliny, where we treat of Prodi ies 
was obferved before, of a natural kind of faith zk che 
he of it, which may in part fatisfie, why fome 
0 5 ea though not fo religious otherwife, ma be 
cls obnoxious to the attempts of Devils anda s 
iS kind of faith, (which, in fome thi 
ings 
ith yee the want of a more perfect, or Chriftian 
NOW 
; ion ) fhould have fuch 


power 


felf 
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POWer Over men, as well the o 
all, let them remember, 
veflel, fo great and gracious with God es . 
empted from the common condition of other eli 
men , and what Gods anfwer was, when St. P H 
refled himfelf to him, forrelief, and releafe- 
ring God, thefecrets of his mill, and his previdene, 
all us confider, what is, Or may be manifel of it unto 
men, to provethat there isa providence, which doth 
take care of the world, and all men in general ; firft, in 
_ eftraining the power of the Devil, {o that he that as an 
Angel, by nature, is able to do fo much, can do nothing 
at all, without his permiflion. In what cafedo we think 
the world, this fab/unary world, (though but a very 
little and inconfiderable point or piece, a man would 
_think, in comparifon of the higher world, which he hath 
nothing to do with ) this fublunary world, I fay, would 
be, if the government of it were left unto him; who 
neverthelefs for the great power he hath in it, is {tiled 
in the Scripture ox eg or Governonr of the world 
For what he doth to fome, who partly feek unto him 
themfelyes; or for fome hidden reafon, befides their 
fins, by Gods permiffion, become obnoxious unto him ; 
he would do unto all, who doubts it, even to the de- 
ftruction of all, (his great ambition ) were not his po- 
wer reftrained. And itis obfervable, that he hath mott 
er, where Godis lealt known, and ignorance and 
Erocifinel moft reign, as in the moft Northern parts 
ofthe world, as by many is obferved. Put again: O 
she goodnefs, and mercy of God towards men! that 
though the Devil have fuch power in the Earth, that all 
in fome refpect, be {aid to 

the treafures of the Earth, may i P 

bein his hands, and at his difpofing., yet he hath no 


p Owel, I y little, to gra W 


a 
4 nant; tacit or expreis, have 
é 
; fer vic 
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in things NATURAL. 
ahichif he had, for one fworn vallal, OF 

ee hath, fuch is the madnefs of moft Ged} 
lef ro themfelves, becaufe they do not feek 
he would have a hundred, if nota thoufand. 
what miferable ends they make commonly, that have b 
ved him moft faithfully,(an account whereof is given by 
more than one ) and how bafely, he doth ufually forfake 
themin time of greateft need ; leaves them comfort- 
oth MM lefs, defperate and defpairing yea fometimes, betray- 
in eth chemhimfelf, and feems to rejoyce openly, (which 
an fi we know, though he doth not fhew it, he doth always . } 
ng (ecretly ) and to infult at their calamities. How many | 
nk have been torn in pieces, by himfelf: or unmercifully 
ry fm {natched, and carried away, God knows whether ? 
ld Others, with many curfes, ftoned bythe people, others 
th HB {ome other way,not natural ; helplefs and hopelefs ended 
ld HM their miferable life? So have many of Gods férvants 
ho too, asto bodily pains and torments; (fome Athesfti- 
ed cal wretch perchance, will be ready to reply ) as thofe 
d: the Apoftle, in his Epiftle tothe Hebrews {peaketh of, 
m whodied cruel deaths: yea, cruel as to the world, we 
it #H grant it, but not comfortlefs, even in greateft pains. 
1; and honourable after their deaths, 
e- BUT laftly, is there nota providence, yea a mira- 
)- culous providence, though little underftood, and theres 
ft fore lefs thought of, in this, that the Devil by the privi- 
ledge of his nature being endowed with fuch power, and 
) 
t 


bearing fuch hatredto mankind, yet cannot do one half 
yea one quarter ofthe hart, hedoth unto men, were it 
not for the help of men, asimployed, and fet on by men 
A great and incomprehenfible myftery; to the wifeft chat 


write of it, that their nit 
an fed, power fhould be fo limited . but 


of Gods love, and refpe& towards 


E OR thefethings therefore that are manifeft, it well 


becomes 
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mes all good Chriftians to praife God, and to a¢ 


knowledge his 
thofe towards men ; and fo 
{ubmit unto him with from reafon, to 
proof of true Religion, and a 
very thing we may believe man thi 
for a trial of our fubmitiion 
this k 
W to return to our Pfalm. It 
nind:in Plate, and doth relith of fome kind of infes 
tion, (1 didthink fo, where Itreat of it 
in the Annotations uponcthe Pfa'ms, before 
upon the 37, P/alm ) who would have in.his Com ae 
— ail happinefs, by law, fo annexed to sevahinte 
righteoufnefs. that it fhould not be lawful for any 
man, young or old, in any difcourfe, publick or pri- 
vate, £0 dpeak otherwife, And fome pregnant argu- 
menis fe hath, to prove ir fo, that fuch only are truly 
and really the happy men of the world, who are upright 
honeftmen, But however, what opinion foever men 
- mighthave of his atguments ; it fhould not be lawful for 
any man to fpeak othetwife, hoping that in time fach 
Janguage in all places, and companies, would breedin 
young people, an honourable elteem of vertue and pro- 
 bity,, and fo difpofe them the better to the purfuit of it 
Which, though fome men may flight and deride, as they 
are ready co do every thing, that doth not fit their own 
fancy ; yet to menof better judgment, and experience, 
may appear very confiderable. And who can doubt, 
* bucthat, when children, and young people, never hear 
the dead fpoken of, (fuch as died in. wars, efpecially, 
for cheir Country ) but in the phrafe of oF 
py-men, which in thofe days, was the proper exprefliom 
foradead man: it did much conduce to breed in people 
a contempt of death, without which there can be no true 


generofity? Whereas now, the common phrafe of, 
pe 
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Man' poor Father | poor CMethr! and the hike 
which I could nevet hear withouc fome kind of fecret 


abhorrency, that Chriltians fhould come fo fhort 

Heathens wifdom ) what can tt breed in children, an 

weaker people, but a fear and deteftation of death ? , 
COULD I be perfwaded, as many anciently, ard _ 


fome of late have been of opinion, that Plato was ac 
quainted with the Scriptures of the Old Teftament ; I 
fhould make no doubt, but when he Commented that | a 
ly, Law, he hadin his thoughts the words of Ecclefiaftes, 37 
which to me, in times of greatett defolation, when vio- | ¢ 
in. Me lence and oppreftion were at their height, always proved 
fs, avery comfortable cordial, Though a finner aocvil a han: 
dredt.mes, and bis days be prolonged, yet [urely I keow, 
that it foal be well with them that fear God; which fear 
before him: Butit Joall wot be well with the wicked, nti- 
ly ter fall be proling bys days, which are as a foadow, 
he HE Cafe he feareth not before God, Ecclel. 8. 12, What 
on iS the effect of all this, Though be prolone ; yet he fhall not 
rf prolong, &c. but this ; that hough wicked men, in, and by 
h length of days, and other worldly profperity, may feem 
in to ordinary reafon and judement, to be happy ; yet real. 
}e ly, they are not fo, bur in their very happinefs (as ; 
t, luppofed ) miferable, and unhappy: a kind of contra- . | 
y tiety, but not to faith, And what is it Plato would have . | 
n “a this very thing , and that it fhou'd not be lawful to -_ 
to Solimon’s words, let me add 
ceive wrong is done unto them, 
' y § the coherence wich the foregoing verfe 
verfe inted 3 g in thes eleventh 
» pointed at one main ground of wickednefs 
and Athei{m which is, the not fpeedy executi 
in this world and Gods 
Gud thrive by their wickednefs, 
noWn by the judgement he exccuseth>, 
O faith 
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aichthe P/a/mift ) he doth oppofe this : 
or profeflion of his faith, to vulgar Weal sry 
if, as often, fupplied with a Bat: 

faid the fame, inefe& : but will not 
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rious, St. Pani’s words are: Who fall feparate us, &c. 
from yerfe 35. tothe end of the Chapter. Certainly, i 
inall thele, more than conquerors ; then in all thefe bay 
py, (as Plate would have it) truly, and really ; though 
notalways, norallequally, fo fenfible, of our happr 
nefs. Neither I think did the Prophet Habakkuk, by 
thofe words, Yet we will rejoyce inthe Lord: We wsll 0) 

the God of our falvation, Hab. 3.18, promife himfelf 
much joy, ina time of publick famine, fuch a time ere- 
my {peaketh of, when he faith, His eyes did fast with 
pears, &c. becaufe the children and fucklings [woon im the 
firects, &c. or altogether prefume, when others round 
about him died for want of bread, God would miracu- 
loufly feed and preferve him: but only this, that no ca- 
| lamity can be fo great, and grievous, but ifwe trultin 


a as “22 Gee feet at 826 


and patiently fubmit, we may find comfort in this 
confidence; That (to ufe St. Paxl's expreffion ) the 


[offerings of this prefent time, are not Wortly to compares 
ond | | 


A 
with 


UMS to Our the opini 
nion 
of fome learned men, that this Pfalm was penned of 
fe for a formu! ing, int 
purpo ormula, OF pattern of praying, intime of 
danger. Andindeed, I account jt 2 excellent an 
Divine form of prayer, to that; 
4 take St. Paxl’s expofition along 
| to think our felves fecured by thc 
nO fle an hins 2 which | 


jathings NATU RAL. 
inst all be revealed it Us, Rom. 8, 15. 
More perchance might be expected by fome, heey ng 
the feveral kinds, or orders of Spirits, which, by : rs 
are fuppofed to be alluded unto, by the P/almift in co e 
words, Thou fhalt not be afraid for the terror by nicht, 
nor for the arroW that flieth by aay, nor for the peftilence 
that Walketh in darkne/s, nor for the defiruftion that walt- 
eth at noon-day, Verfe 5.and 6. That there be different 
kinds or orders of Spirits, all evil, and enemies to man- 
kind, Ieafily yield, though not fo ready perchance, to 
fubfcribe to every thing that P/elius, that learned Plate- 
wif ( whether fo found Chriftian in all things, I cannot 
tell) hath written of them, And befides them, there 


may be, perchance, fome other fub{tances or Spirits, * 


( fo called, becaufe not difcernable by bodily eyes, in 
their own nature; but whether immortal, or no, Ido 
not know ) which have no quarrel at all co mankind, nor 
any particular intereft in the affairs of men, but as they 
are cafually provoked or molefted, and fometimes, in- 
vited, and allured perchance, as fome are of opinion, 
But all this, more than God by his Word hath been plea. 
fed to teach, and reveal, is to me but perchance, and, 
it may be, nothing that I know, or believe, with any 
certainty, And for my part, fach {peculations and en- 
quiries, if purfued with much ambition and eagernefs 3 
and without fome fpecial occafion, incident to any mans 
office or duty , Lholdtobe much more curious, if not 
dangerous, than profitable, or convenient, as elfewhere 
Ihave had occafion more largely to declare my felf. As 
for thofe words of the Pfalmijt, there be, Delrio, and 
others, that will givea further account, if it be defired. 


My purpofe did not engage me, and 1 am very willing to 


let it alone, 
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the glory that foall be revealed 
1 HAVE faid what I intended 
perchance might be expected by fome, concernin ) 
the feveral kinds, or orders of Spirits which, by f : 
alluded unto, by che P/alwif thofe 
ae alt not be afraia for 
eth at noon-da), ‘ 
kinds or orders of Spirits, all evil and he paeren: 
Teafily yield , though not fo 
ubfcribe to every thing that P/ellus ha 
sift ( whether fo found Chriitian 1 i 
tell ) hath written of them And bef 
be, perchance, fome ‘other 
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CREDULITY 


Things 


The § econd Part. 


AERE I fhalldefire the Reader, in the fir 
\\ place, to take notice, that though we di. 

ftinguith between things Natural and Ci- 
vil; by Natural, underf{tanding properly 


fuch things, as are the work of Nature, 
immediately, without the concurrence, or intervention 


of man’s will or counfel: and by Civil, thofe which owe 
their production to the will or counfel of man: yer, in 
many things, Wetwre, and the will of man do cooperate, 
fo that the fame thing may in different refpedts, be redu- 


Q 3 cible 
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aible to either of the two 
monly afcribed unto Art, and of f 
as artificial things : yet, in 
ture, more than Art. So many ations of 
gs men 
originally from the natural temper, or pre. 
tution of the body; or from fome other nz- 
tural cane, moving and inciting, but not conftrajning- 
except the prefenttemper, -or itemper have fo fac 4 
vailed, astoforce. Befides, the very Wik of man ie 
in fome refpects, be reduced to natare; and al! actions 
that proceed from it, in fome refpects, not un 
fly, be cermed natural, For in yery deed, God excep. 
ted, ( whom neverthelefs the Stojeks termed Zin ) there 
is nothing but in fome fenfe, is watural; even Mon 
{ters, the greateft chat are, and moft wondred at; as 
Ariftotle hath long ago taught us: If thérefore in this 
Setend Part, we iniilt upon any thing, that might as 
well have been fpoken of inthe firft, that the Reader 
might not rafhly cenfure, or condemn, as though we 
ha our text, Or ignarantly confounded miat- 
ters ; this warning, I thought, would not beamifs, 


BUT now I muft meet with another objection, 


which may be as confiderable, if not more. Of Credu- 
lity and Incredulity, in things Civil: what need of this, 
inthisage; among us, in England, atlealt? Ifever there 
werea time, when chofe verfes of the Poet, a 


Omnia jam fient, fiers que poffe negantur . 


Ex nibileft, de quo, non fit habenaa fides : 
Jn Englifo, more to our purpofe, thus: © 


All wondring, ceafe: fuch things our Age, our eyes 


( bave (een; 


Nothing now incredsbl which incredibl’ bath been: 
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: and true, in chis 
if ever atime, ime, Have we 
our England, at lealt : Prince and King ; not 
not feen a molt godly religt fice Win as of France, one 
by one fingle Rogue, as Subjects, in multitude, 
after another ; but by his i ) } et but to 
retending, not to Chriftvamty only, 10 er ) noon 
pretences of Juftice and Religion, maflacred in ¢o 
bloud, upona Scaffold, erected in triumph b ~~ his 
own Houfe, or ordinary place of abode, with the ap- 
laufe: dH Jeluiabs. not of the faid multitude only, 
but of fome others allo, whom by their birth and edu- q 
cation, no man would have thought capable of fuch fa. 7 
vagenefs and immanity ? Have we feen this, and wonder 
to hear, that there was, oris yet, any fuch people, or 
Nation, who when their Parents, Fathers and Mothers, 
are grown old and crazy, knock them on the head, or : 
fome other way, haften their death, and feaft them- 
felves, their Wives and Children, with cheir flefh? Or 
if we be told ( of which more afterwards perchance ) of a 
certain People in the North, men and women, who for 
fome time of the year, of creatures that are naturally ra- 
tional, and made after the Image of God; turn into very 
a Wolves ; ofall wild Beafts, the moltgcruel and raven- 
. ing: can we wonder at it, and thmk@itt inéredible ? But 
; again, we have read with wonder, ( if we believe it; 
though, truly, fome later ftories, well atrefted, may 
incline us, not tothink it incredible ) 1 a Remus and Re- 
mulus, two Brothers, preferved by the milk and nurfe- 
fery of a ihe-Wolf ,; and with no lefs wondring, but 
more certainty, of a Prophet, fed by Ravens, ina 
Cave, Should we well ponder that connexiu, and con- 
catenation of providences, which attended our prefent 
Gracious Sovereign, and among others, by what hands 
he was led, lodged, and fed in aTrec, whileft his ene- 
O4 MACS 


Of Gredulity and Ineredulty; 
mies round about did hunt and purfue him 

as miraculous ( becaufe without 
thole hands, in part, that had been active in his Father’ 
FUine a Refloration : we need not make fuch 
of either, to think the one ( that of the 
incredible; or the other, of the Prophet, not 
bur as we have Scripture authority for it, 

5 UT thirdly: the burning of Cities . by enemies 

efpecially, and chances of war, to them that have read 
ftories, cannot be very wonderful. Yer, fuch is the na- 
ture ofman; who would have believed, that he fhould 
live, tofeethe burning of London? Eipecially, when 
not byany publick Enemy? But that which makes it 
mot wonderful, is, thatthongh, to our great horror 
andamazethent, we fee” it is done ; yet how, and by 
whom, we do not yet certainly know : though, if repors 
be crue, it was known and talked of by more chan one, 
fomedays beforeit hapned.” And, who knows, had not 
Our Gracies Soverciyn, and his Roysl Brother, both by 
perfonal attendance, and. by wife contrivances, appear- 
edfozedlots, as they did, for the quenching of it, whe- 
ther any partofeither London or Weftminfter had been to 
be feen, atthis day? Allthefe, fome as mercies, other 
aS ( not to mention the late dreadful P/ague, 
the like whefeof, for the continuance, and number‘ of 
thie dead, hath not been known in England ) great won- 
ders, asIfuppofe. and fuch, as to, if not immediate, 
yet moreremote pofterity may feem incredible, But the 
greateftwonder, not to be urtered without deepelt fighs 
wad groans, is yet behind. Such mercies, fuch judg- 
ments, were enough to have made difloluce Heathens, 
if'not Chrifians, (without fome preaching alfo ) yet 
moral honeft men, religious, in their kind, and fenfible 
ofaDeity. And, behold! they have: made of Chrilti- 
ans, in outward profeflion, real Atheults, in their opi 
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anner of licen- 
rioufnefs, int and wife 
Heathens and Chriftians, dodtrine, and outra- 
his fife; but more for his impiou fog 

: ‘on of whatroever pretended to God, or 
gious oppontion 0 d deteltation, 1s 
sodlinefs, was a name ot horror and de me 
now become the Saint, of many Chriltians, 

BUT left this by fome, may be thought to be 
fooken more Rhetorscaly , and in oppolition to 
the times, than truly and confcionably: it will not 
be amifs, nor impertinent to our prefent theme 
and task, to paule a-while upon this fubject, and 
to confider, how this man ( which in former ages, 
among fober wife men, that had any fenfe of pie- 
ty,, woyld have been thought fo prodigious, and 
incredible) came of late years, among other late 
difcoveries of the age, by fome accounted none of 
the leaft, to be fo well thought of amongft us, 
But I began this, of the wonders of our age, in 
an objeftion me firft anfwer it, left forget 
it. It is very true, that this age beyond former 
ages, hath brought -forth fuch things, which, they 
that have feen and. believe, may, ina manner, think 
nothing incredible. But 
one temper. And then, what we have /éem, 
fterity muft believe, upon relation: and there will 
be a time, when what we know, to be true, be- 
caufe we have feen it, to many, may feem fo 
ftrange , that they will, if nor deny, yer doube 
the truth of it. In a word therefore, whatever 
our luck may be, it is our defire, that more than 


One age, or fome that are not yet born, may 


the benefit of what (we write. Now to Epi- 
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202 Of Gredulity and 
FIRST, for his life, 
But we wil! fuppofe him 


» fora time. 


man truly fober and temperate. or ; 
and thelike; but the opinions , 


thofe actions do proceed. So neverthelefs, that we, 


who do not fee the hearts of others judge chari 
allmen, by their a@ions, which cheek 
felves reveal their hearts, and make open profeffion of ! 

Opimions. LE picarus his opinion, did very much 
engage him toa fober temperate life, who, as he did HH 
acknowledge no humane felicity (I know what I fay, vy 
and thall make it good, before I have done ) Prefent, HM tl 


orfuture, but in bodily pleafure ; fo, knew well enough, 
and to that end, hath many fpecious profitable 
te’s and advices to others of his crew; thattherightand I y 
sober management of {uch pleafures, wasthe way toen- 
joy them long, andto make them more pleafing, acthe Mf 
very time. . Befides, I would ask, ifthe Devil haveade- Ht! 
fign to infect men, with fome impious execrable doe HH 
will he chufe.( ifhe have choice )-an open rio- 
* gous leud man, tobe hisinftrument, ora fober man, in 
fhew at leaft, if he can have him? Which makes mere- 
inember, whatcI find in the Margents of a Lacretins 
which once belonged to a very learned and judicious 
man, Over again{t thofe werds, at the beginning of 
thefourth book, Dews ile fuit, Dens, inclute Memmi, 
&c. he writes; Epicurus, Dens judicio Lucretis: 
Diaboli imei: nequiffimus : that is, Epicurus, in Lucre- 
tius bu judgment, aGod: inmy Judment, a wicked Pro 
thor, or Miniter of the Devil, Letus therefore, in the 
firft place, look into his opinions out of his wer 


ch_more afterwards 
© have been afo. 
rtemperate man: or ‘Tat cr, hus life to have been, 
fober and temperate, externally, For it isa true obfer- 
vation, both of Philofophers and Divines, that not the 
Outward actions barely ; Can denominate 2 
wit and righteous, 
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de. Firft, that the 


whereof no queftion can be ma 
what it is, not by 


tings, 
world ( Heaven and Earth ) came to 
any Providence, but by a cafual jumbling of atomes, (I 


need not comment upon that : fome men I believe would 
be well pleafed, to have them in childrens Catechifms in- 
head of fomewhat elfe, that doth not fo well pleaf 
them ) that Sunand Moon, were not intended si h . 
for light, or for any other ufe, for the benefit of = > 
nor the eyes made to fee, or the ear to hear, orth feet 
for motion ; but all by chance, without att of 
providence, Thisis horrible : and there 
But by the way, that the Sun and Moon : ‘but ; ri 
es. There is no impiety in thi 
will fay: but 
that his thould,be man well deferved, 
care, and diligence ? But we go ie, ee 
call right and wrong, juttice 
ber: injuftice, vertue and 
truly real, and worthy a rated founds . nothing 
fant and delightful, which tC uit, but what was plea- 
or amonfter, a Devil that g be more? Was he a man 
and take fuch pains to fedu could harbour fuch thoughts. 
plain himfelf 
chiefly, avert pleafure, he did 
no true pleafure? ia which there could b 
though he acknowled nd again, Doth not the ~ 
eand Providests yet ac 
and that he th 7 ieve, that there is : 
ther one or very cOnvenient. Go 
be reverenced and or the excellency of be. poe 
edand worth of mature, Thoyld 
You, can any man be f ipped by men? But Lb 
far prefume u 10 foolith, fo fortith hi — 
upon the ignorance and ith himfelf; or fo 
| nd fimplicity of others, 
as 
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had hapne 

olefs than his life, not to deny’ pok 
pray, did he acknowledge? How doth 
Homunculis firmiles, lineamentis po 
her that is, Like men 
ers of amans body, but. no 
of a body. So Cicere out of him who though 

be liked not his Philofophy, yet did much favour 
perion, and never, or feldom {peaks of him, but ve r 
tenderly; not fo much for his fake, I believe, as fo 
theirs, fome of his belt friends, that were of that Seat 
Neither could he miftake him, or mifreport him; than 
whomno man of thofe times was better verfed in the 
writings of Greek Philofophers, Seneca alfo, who did 
- fiady co the utmoft of his power, to acquit Epicurus 
and to advance the credit of his fentences ; not without 
-fomerefpett to himfelf, probably, ( whereof more af- 
terwards ) yet when he fpeaks of his God, what a crea- 
ture doth he make of it? Eptcurus, faith he, did difarm 
bis God, as from all manner of weapons, fo from all kind of 
Wer too: and that xo man might have any canfe to fear 
him, be hath thrown him far out of the world: ( Extra 


ssundum: for which fome Editions, : others, 
metam: but mun- 


motum: which Lipfius would have, 
dam, the right certainly : confirmed by what follow- 
eth. In medio inrervallo bujus & altersus cali, defertus, 


ne animali, fine bomine, fine re, Tuinas mundorum, 


4s alfo by the fame expretflion, in another place, 24m 
silos 


204 Of Gredulity and Incredulity, 
as to plead this for Epicurus in good earneft ? Wha 
iS before objected to him, is written, and maintained 

 -by him, very Politively, without any exception, of 
qualification, in divers of his writings ; as fhall be more 
fully declared afterw: | 


q 
inthings CIVIL. 
th: world, dot 

gllos extra mundnm [unm fain himfelf af- 
Terrefrial and Celeftial, as he a 
rerwards: Nulla sls, nec tribuendi, we De 

Non exandiens vora, nec cnriofms, 

} h ds that whole paf- 
benef. 4.cap.18, Any man t at rea pro 
fge, may eafily fee, that Seneca doth but = imie 

(port with Epicwrus his God, and thereby doth giveu 
rounderftand plainly enough, what Epicurus his true 
intention was, by making {uchaGod, And yet, {trange, 
though thar whole fourth book of Seneca be written 
againit Epicurus his brutifh opinion, that no man foould 
be kind, or living to any otber, but for his cwn fake , ana 
that, the only end of all frienafhip among men , and that he 
fpeak very roundly of his, and their fenfuality, that were 
of that Sed, infome places, asinthe fecond, and thir- 
teenth Chapters particularly ; yet fome of his late Pa- 
trons are fo fhamelefs, asto produce fome words out of 
this book, as {poken in good earneft by Seneca, tocom- 
mend him, and his admirable piety ; than which nothing 
can be more fenfelefs andimpudent, and more contrary 


to the drift of the whole book. And fo, when hewould 


feem to explain himfelffometimes, that by pleafure, he 
did chieflyintend fuch, as did pr 


| oceed from a vertuous 
life ; what fober man that hath read his other writings, 
or {uch paffages out of them, in beft Authors, where 
of no queftion can be made, where he doth fo punétual- 
ly, fo exprefly deliver himfelf, and argue the cafe, 
but muft think , except he had formally recanted, 
and difowned thofe writings, that he did but 
bafely, and impudently abufe the world, by fuch 


palliatine sloffes and ‘cat; 
fear “Ifo, tha Might not 


7 at they ( we call them Heathens: 
pt were nO worfe Chrifians ) who 
tat Teady, as Seneca doth fomewhere re- 
were; tO tear an Actor, Upon the Stage, in pieces, for 

extolling 
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exr Of 
Meer "my S of 
fete; With hi, hy hi 
Writj nd Pr Y God and oth thar; 
bim, DSS now idence nto m oluptuo, in th The 
4 doth he Was Ang € ould 
out. thar he ers now} iS wt ed ma N enem nly 
wou! Vw he th an that that 
HA N And his condition, help 
4 him by fi Ww. Ow fe fo nce , th him 
j mee ome Me S laid or his — for he had aC the 
others for his the Doge; 
en his |; er hj the | ndilci char tine 
de <a d eudn ples Se, whi of 
4 ance: doth eath - of hi who pr hileft he |; 
But the inpa COnve ofefled th lived 
th; fach F he fell aC tfatton , ey lef 
Gaffe wicked life iftles, ti very by 
fu hist we » and they W eginnin Writ- 
Wings refutar; is unha the or and 
x ue rom edent ag ath of a oppole 
of his Was h bein P ematicy pr d to 
¢ defed enor Stor Of oleffion 
$ othery, bi cks, th which nui Foets 
therwi mfelf at th numb oO d 
ufe, whie this Dio cy we fome 
ch hay NO again{t 
been ob t to {peak 


CIVIL. 
learned men ; a profell po reafon, 
therefore, among indifferent 1 f admitted to {fpeak, yee 
tobe admitted odie doth him, in every 
not fo to be many witneffes, of far 
thing, though there be nev And yer we 
better worth and credit, tothe contrary, d 
may obferve, how Gaffendus doth ftretch his words 
fometimes, to make them ferve his turn, beyond all ts 
fon and equity. For example: Where 
that he hath related the accufations of many, of “em 
heads, or crimes, against Epicurns, he concludes, 
This Galfendus ( page 140. 163. ) would 
have to belong to all, that went before , whereas it will 
appear (to fay nothing of the ©, which may be herea 
pregnant word, oppofed to ixerw* that is, thofe before 
fpoken of , including a tacit conceflion } that it belongs 
to the aft accufation only, (though that alfo, molt 
true, by the acteftation of more ancient and confiderable 
witnefles, than ten fuch as Laertius: aS Cicero, Plan 
tarch, &c.) whereby Epicurus is cenfuredas one, that. 
defpifed all men, but himfelf; even thofe to whom he 
did owe what he was, and whofe writings he had ufurp- 
ed, and fublticuted for his own, To which Laertins 
doth oppofe many things, to prove his wien 
mc: his Parents, his Friends, his Difciples, his Country x 
and then goes on to the refutation of other crimes, And 
indeed, how could Laertins fay, that all the former ac- 
cufations were falfe, when fome were taken out of his 
own books, and writings, acknowledged by Laertiss, 
and whereof no queftion was ever made, but that that 
ne te e his ? Asfor example, that he fhould write in 
& Or, of mans felicity ) ‘Ov 
c, that is, For what tocalt good, if you take 


away the pleafur 
fures, which and of the ear, and thole plea 


iL rom beauty, and carnal copulation, I 
know 
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Of Credulity and Incredulity, 

Which 

tobe Epicurus’s, is attelhed by 
f ole atteltation we thal! 

ule not denied by Leertins ) but efpec; not need, 
very particularly fir ft hie pecially by Cicero, 
tranflates him thus Oni fimibus, where he 
ehe hatha long C 
Cicere faith, that it doth fully hei 
plime Or doflréne and is. full, he faith, of { 
Ps ; Ofuch fayings, 
commendation of voluptuoufnefs, and carnal ple2- 
ures, Durit Cicero oppole thefe things, to his Epicu- 
rean friends, whowere many, and of the hehad 
had there been any ground at all, in thofe days, of ful 
pition for that, which Gufendus would have us to believe 
that thofe were {purious writings, or interpolated and 
corrupted bythe S'cicks, Epicurus his enemies? If we 
takethat liberty, we fhall nor know what to fay of any 
man, what he believed or maintained, by his writings: 
What Plato. what Ariffot/e, what any Fathers or Here- 
ticks: if it will ferve co fay, thofe writings are {purious 
or adulterated and corrupted. But obferve, I pray, 
how earneftly, how ingenuoufly Cicero doth exprefs 
himfelf, and appeal to the confciences ( if they had any ) 


ofthdfe men: Num fingo, num mentior ? cupio ref, 


Do I feign or forge ? Do I lye 
confuted. For what do I labour, but that the trath (0 


Chriftians hear-this) in every controverfie may prevail, 
or, be underftood, and come to light, Here Gaffendus 
fhould have fixed, could he have found or devifed any 


thing, to help hisfrien 
vincing paflages, not t 
ftication of wit, he wr 


doutof the mire. But fuch con- 
o be eluded by any art, or fophi- 


fely paffeth over: but with all 
pollible 


rather I could be 
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things 
ad of Authors, to ice 
poflible diligence ranfacks all = he help of his fo- 


what he can find, cise ug a fhew of fomewhat, 


phiftry, and falfe dealing, tee 


ro makethat beaftly (wine, to 4pP 
vational man, Were it my bufinefs now, oF could I 


fand fo long upon it, without trefpafling too — 
either againt my Readers patience, OF me P te 
weaknels of body, as to examine all his 
am very confident, there is fearce any tung 
derable in his whole book, but would e found, ¢i-. 
ther impertinent, or falfe: as if it had been the pri- 
viledge of that caufe, (as indeed it 1s the meh) 
becaufe not otherwife pleadable ) and -for which he 
hoped no man would blame him, I fhould fay fo 
too, could any meceffity ob-ige an honeft man to un- 
dertake fo wicked a caufe, However, that I may 
give a tafte to the Reader, I will take ene of the 
moft confiderable Chapters in the whole book, the 
feventh of the third book, where he doth examine 
Plutarch’s authority, or teftimony concerning Epicu- 
rus: a Chapter, one of the molt confiderable, | fay, 
becau‘e of that high E/egivm which he doth give uns 
to Plutarch, Nullum authorem omni memoria extare, 
guim cum Viro ilo eximio Comparavaum exijtimem 3 
That no age ( without exception ) hath born any Authir, 
Whom be can, for true worth, compare with him, 1 havea 
very great opinion of Plutarch too; and if inftead of fo 
any foolith Romances, § tage-plays, and the like; fucha 
rious Author, who hath variety enough to pleafe eve- 
palate, were read, itisnot likely, that the Gentry 
and Nobility could degenerate fo much every where, 
as they are generally reported. But except he «were 
ty: inhis own tongue , ( which to do, were he the on- 
y Greek Author, now extant, I think three or four 


years ftudy to learn chat tongue, would mot be 
| mifpent ) 
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mil-ipent) T.with he were better 
except the French tranflation of T mu 
cellent. . Such an opinion I have of yh which is ex- 
ver | 
fhould hardly gofo as Gaffendus doth. Nos 
fee how he doth deal with this worthy nut <n 
ith his R 4 h an, and how 
wit Meader, That Plutarch doth generally (1. 
§ ly (al 
bi I might fay ) {peak of Eptcurus, as an infamous 
an fen{cle{s man, that iS not denied. Such a lover of 
reaion, and verte, could nor but heartily compaftio- 
nate the phr enzy of fo many men, who inal ases have 
been glad to find a patron of their fenfuality, Though 
divers books he wrote againft him, are not now extant 
yet there be enough to {atisfie any man, what he thoughe 
of Epicurus, and his doctrine. This could not but 
grievoully pinch Gaffendus, and deeply wound the caufe 
that he had undertaken, But what if he can thew from 
Plutarch himfelf, that he rather followed the common opi- 
sion, in What he wrote of Epicurus, than his own judg- 
ment, or the trath? Imutt needs fay, that in my judg- 
qT ment he had done much, and more than any ten or wwen- 
a ty Chapters of his book, if well examined, will amount 
| unto: though. very ftrange, if not sxcredble, that fo 
ravea man, fo ferious, would noc only occafionally 
Peak of him, as others did, generally, whether right 
or wrong : but would write books of him, and againtt | 
him, ofpurpofe, which nothing did ‘oblige him todo, 
only to countenance a publick falfe fame. But let us 
hear. Plutarch, faith he, in one place after be hath men. 
tioned what thofe crimes are, Which made Epicurus and bis 
followers infamous to the vulgar, to wit, want of fr jends, 
(chat is, to admit of no friendfhip among men, but 
fuch as is grounded upon prefent profit, or gain, and 
felfifione/s, may fo Speak which to have been 
- rus DAS opinion, Laertius himfelf doth not deny ) an tale 


Life, Athes{m, voluptnon/ne/s, neglect all ‘ 


4 


thangs. GIVIL: 
( but pleafures, © 
, OF fenfualiry ) W | 
he; Plrareh doth then? Ther, 
Pi opinion that we lock, after fo it is not truth, 4] 
byhis own confeffion n concludes, chat 
Epicarus; was in thofe things he did 
over of opinion, a” a fo ewer 
Jt {0 ferious ; why not we ' And if Pluta’ch, fo 
believeiit of be: elfewhere he doth 
t {hi to make Epicurus . \s Hot enoush 
no Stei andevidences ?“For if in defpight of all 
(the. commotr exd rit Plutarch, who was 
it 18 friend to Stoicke, heh “yee which ts moth 
th ellknown+ But ath written againft 
e general fa utarth alfo, wi them 
‘ue: what ma ch he knew th ied with 
uthorit ouch vé 
which Plaarch : of equal | 
ich he mad rch, according a] credit and | 
e before of hi to that jud 
ligent, that we th ee ( for he wast 100k upon Plu- 
was roo learned and di 
other books of lying for what conch 
one 4S Plutarch did ; Epicurus I- 
Epicurus be ud) that E picurus, 
lure thing that he ine, ( iS, That in 
d This to'pro eck ) aman cann pleafure, the 
| alledge ufe live with plea- 
‘ ailases Fargumen 
follows All this whi ‘3 out of E >: tS, and 
ng the co vhiley ricurns his 
tO ipent, “till alt, pofitively and 
© Epicurns, men hie of che 
not live with plea fa at according 
P 2 re 5 he: pros 
ceeds 


> 


( fome pleafure 
Pistarch out of hi 


glorious man, if ever man Was, and covetous of pra; 
reputation, But fo it is, faith Plutarch, 
earls, &c, that Arhei(m, volupu- 
onfne/s, &c. which t ings all men, (1 defire the Reader to 
obferve ) but they that profe/s st, a/cribe to that Sei, W. 
are thinzs fenerally odions, and infamous, in the hig heft de- 
free; whence it muft of-neceffityfollow, that from this 
confideration alfo, Epicurus doth not go the right way HF }, 
CO pleafure.. This to make yet ftronger, andto pevent 
all fubterfuges or evafions, Plutarch, as from one of hy 
them, doth anfwer: O but thefe things are laid to or He 
iat wrongfully : (the bafelt of the world generally, 
would be accounted honeft, if they knew how) wharis BH | 
that to the purpofe, replieth Plutarch, whether truer 
we? The queftion is not now, whether defervedly, or | 
undelervedly, whether truly or falfly ; but whatreps 
( 
| 


tation, { a ) youhave in the world, For who doth 
not fee, that if aman, ( which was proved before of Epi- 
curus, indhis adherents ) place happinefs, or part of 
happinels, in a good name; and become, whether jut) 
orunjultly, infamous; hedoth thereby uncoubredly 
fome part of his happinefs, Therefore faith Plutarch, 
‘ arguing from their own fuppofitions and opinions; 
ahr cir reputation, and not trath, or 
true defert, is the thing we bere enquire into, And indeed 
had Plutarch upon this their anfwer, gone about, b 
good proofs and evidences (which elfewhere he doth 
plentifully ) to make good, that. whac was laid to their 
charge, Atheifm, &c. was very true, and real, asit was 
believed: he had, in that, ‘wronged his caule, 


d made an unfeafonable digreflion ; fince, it 


Of G edulity and Incredulity; 

ce 

proof, Or argunient, which-is the: 

that froma good report, orndme th 

Was to be reaped, Himfelf 


things CIVIL: 213 


‘hing atall to the queftion propofed, what man 
had ca really, or what his followers were, OF had 
been; but what fame ( a ) they had in the world. And 
could Gaffendus, srounding upon the ambiguity of the 
word Nez, and concealing the occafion, andthe coherence, 

(anotorious kind of jugling, and falfification ) could 
Gallendus, \ fay, from thele words infer that, as Platarch’s 
acknowledgment, that what he had written of Epicurus, 
was all in compliance to opinion, ( 4s ) and not according 
to truth? Or did not Gaffendws more probably rely fo 
much upon the favour of the times, and thofe that did fer 
him on work, that he thought any argument that had but 
any Slender appearance of truth or probability ; if but fa. 
vouring-Atheifm, and fenfuality, would pais currently 
enough, and get him fame and good will, to boot ? 

BUT we have not done, Plutarch in the fame book, a 
little before, doch mention that famous Letter ( mention. 
ed by fo many ) of Epicurms, when upon his death-bed : 
by which he makes himfelf a notable {tout man, who i : 
fuch extremities of bodily pains, ( as he doth ex refs ) 
could enjoy. himfelf with fuch peace and as , 
mind, In which peace and tranquillity to 
that which, by his own words and acknowledgme 
fet our by Plutarch, did moft conduce. w 

thatis, the remembrance of tho 
(according to the propriety of the words gs 
Plea/ures, be had formerl enjoyed. This Plutar 
€ intended with hj 

truth of his abominable 
doth infult: At bie Plutarch 
to the end that he bt But Plutarch, 
curus, bath depraved and chan traduce Epi- 
who can excufe Plutarch, if “il 
crime; Gafeudw, if ie 

» Hit prove’an arrant falfehood, 
P 3 and 
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234° Of Gredulity. and lncredulity; 
and calumny? The queftion is 
bited, and tranilated : or oath ear 
that iS; The remembrasee of onr former 
reafonings : as exhibited By Diog. Laertins, and 
ted by Cicero, IT, De themitia rationvm invinn 
rumone noftrorum, And this, Gaffendns thinks is enough’ 
(himfelf; I doubr, did not'think fo: hehad Cicero 
betrer ) to prove Plwtarch's fabfary tuft 
knowledge, that Cicero’s rranflation is agrede evidence, 
for that reading, exhibited ‘DY Latrtins, Bur. had Caf 


fexdus \ooked further into Cicéro, or rathet ingenuoufly 
told-us, -all that he knew, tademqne manus, 
opemgue: he would’have cold tis, chat 'as thé reading’ 
exhibited by is fonnd if Cicero ; fo, thayexh~ 


bited by P/wrarch, inthe fame Cicero, more theh once, 
Lam fure; as particularly, Vi Tx/cul, Sed wia fe dicit 
recordaiione acqwit{cere voluptdnn: and 
again in ehé fame book, from-whence that other reading 
is prodticed, more punctudlly, and emphatically ; /ed 


{pezking to men of that ) weluptatum percep- 


tarum recétdaiso beatam vitam facit, quidem corpre 
(according’to' the proper- figtification: of the' wort, 
“Andthis enough, think, to 
dequit Pitarch from ail-fufpition of any “falfification: 
whar can bé-faid for to acquit him of falfe and 


dealing, except this, that it was ‘for: fo sood 


anend- astoproimore Athei/m or E picuri/m, profels 
Tknow not. Well, necds be, that either in Cree- 
vite time bothithofe readings were in the ‘Text of that 
Letter, ¢ whieh may bethotghr the more probable, be- 
che'fame book, or place, takes:notice oF 


jot thartherewere cwo different Copies of that 


one Liter, ‘and chat Cicero made ufe of either ‘reading, 


“Thiviscertain: cowhich Iwill add, 


hether Epicyrng 
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| 1 will noc affirm it, 
as to me not improbable, thou? 
that fome of h afhamed of 
char leccer came firit abroad, being much 

rds. exhibited by Piutarch, did make tat a: 

the reading exhibited by Laertins : which 
that reading mean, never came CO 
his knowledge, Bur fee theforce of confciente, fome- 

ainftit never fomuch. After 
times, leva man refolve again 
Gaffendus had charged Plutarch with two fuc | fou 
crimes, the one, of conforming himfelf to the opinions 
of the vulgar, to take away a0 honett and worthy mans 
sood name, againit his own confcience: the other, of 
adulterating writings, of purpofe, that he might have 
fome ground to calumniate: ( what could be faid more, 
of the arranteft rogue of che world ) yet at laft, a fud. 
den qualm takeshim, ( Ne Platarchum accufare 
ar) left may be thought to accufe Plutarch, faith he, 
and fo doth end: whether pricked in his confcitnce, 
becaufe he knew he had aceufed him falfly, as I rather 
believe: orafhamed of his own inconftancy, that he 
had commended one fo highly, whom afterwards he had 
chargedwith the greateft bafenels and difhonefty, that 
can be laid toany mans charge, for either, or for both, 
let the Reader judge: but a fit man ( obferve we thar, 
by the way ) to make a Saint, of a rogue, that could 


, Make a rogue ( to ferve his turn } of fuch an incomparable 


perfon, according to his own teftimony, inthe beginning 
of the Chapters, And as he hath dealt with: Plutarch, 
in this, juit fo, in effed, by falfe sloffesand inter preta- 
tions, doth he ‘deab with Galew, in the next Chapter, 
Galen, no Stoick, bura true lover of verte and found 
reafon; and upon that fcore, a mortal enemy of Epicu- 
rus his phrenfies, and leud do@rine: and let me add, 
one, ( and fo Plutarch, and Cicero ) who was better able 
to judge, what was falfly adfcribed to Epicurus, what 

4. NOt ; 
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236 Of Credulity and Increduljs 
not; than a hundred {uch 
was. » BS Diogenes Laerting ever 
WELL, but was not E 
man, who in fuch pains, ashe 
fo couragioyfly, as inthis, andin Cn in, could write 
his, written at the fame time, he Epiltles of 
ly: It is*no wonder at all antwer brief 
ould die in his wickednefs We TY Wicked man, 
ted. There be miny exa in and undaunt- 
fome reafons might be given, wer all Hiftories: and 
why itis fo. But fecondly bufinefs here, 
whatfoever he faith of himfelf 
when he wrote thofe Letters wh 
whom we know tohave 
na moft vain, feif conceited wretch, as 
praife, asever man was; {0 far as 
his own writings. A vanity ( fuch is 
fome men ) for which men have endured ced ri 
wilfully ; and have undergone ftrange 
fay more, but this is more than] eich But ios 
not omit, thar this Letter of Epicarws is mentioned y 
Sencczalfo, morethan once: as particularly, &p: 
| pift 92, 
which I think Gaffendus would not have omitted, had he 
@ been pleafed with Sexeca’s words and judgment about tt 
Gg For Senecathere, asa Sroick, arguing chat bodily plea- 
| | fare, or indolency, was not a thing confiderable acal, 
trucvertue : things may feem incredible, faith 
he: but it wot as muchincreaible, that any man 
mity of bodily pain, fold fay, 1am happy. And yet this 
wry word (or fpeech ) hath been heard in tbe faop wara- 
robe officina ) of pleafure. Lam army lait and happiett 
day, faith Epicurus, wien on the one fide, great difficulty 
of making of water, on the other, the uncurable dolour of 4% 
ulcerated belly, did tirment him, How then Joowld shefe 
thinis we have faid, feem incredible to thems, that appl) 
themielvesto the fiudy and prattice if vertue Whenever 


them, who are lead altogether by pleafure, 


| 
| 


found? Even thofe deye 
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nerate, low ( or, bale inded 
cay we fee, that fe man sn 
miferies, cam be bappy. And is not this incredible, yea mach 
more incredible, than any thing we have [aid f true vertut ? 
But I cannet conceive, boW true Vertxe bein, ence caft 
om tts trae height, or CMBINENCY ( of being able of} mir 
happy, without the acceffories of 
ily pleafure, ec. felf 
Epicurus, and his doctrine, in that eH ae 
where, fomewhat {hall be faid of that too, byand agg 
I HAVE done with my Chapt i 
much atieifure, to follow this and if any be fo 
durft promife them, if judicious pe allthe reft, I 
fuccefs in all the reft. But it ; worfe 
this, as the moft confiderable Ck. ss ough I chofe 
think St. Gregory Nazianzen his apter, yet fome will 
confiderable, even in this, tha Semscort much more 
mony, and his only, 0 33 whofe tefti- 
writers, as | remember ; Ga or Ecclefiaftical 
innocency, and chatt | 
hes 4. Quem merito, faith he, i ¢: De vita, &c.lib,7 
pr af erendum ce quenti 
od! Well. b q tums tur- 
ii y Father? The furam is : (it be it fo, What faith this 
to be the : er Epicurus 
¢ underftood £000 of man; 
sleft be fhould beshoug but the words 
A induled unto plea/; elf had taken OC b:ca bi rs, 
Son x doth : which makes a ve ‘ 
pleafare the end or h acquit Epicursus of ifferent 
himfelf forbare fj appinefs of man. but th; ing bodily 
re pleafures, of ; but this only, that 
to his do@r; 0 Purpofe, to ac 
printed, my b tine ) bim/elf lived quire the 
helping bis dottr: y ook, for "Efe ) ch ( it iS falfly 
by his prattice, So N ly and foberly, 
ACAGNZEN, And 
this 
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Of Gredabity and 


things thar w 
er t 
Philofophers, no; engaging forthe 
faith indeed, ‘ov elt for the truth; He 
them, or be incredulous ; for not de- 
examples of hemptrance and 15 poffible to find 
then, That he mutt be under{t died, 
perfet belief, 
doth clearly appear even by the 
which he doth relate, for after Epicurus. th hago 
doth mention, is, Polemon, of whom 
things, he doth relate ( from publick fame rae 
r elt ) that a publick whore, being fent for b 2 You 
as fhe was come to the di 
picture, .was turned back 
call it, Wonder, or miracle . think 
Pes read, and fufpend our belief, without any breach 
t refpect, which we owe to that holy Father.. But 
Gaffendus might have told us withal, what the fame Ne 
aianzen, CNewhere, not in Verfe, but in Profe. doth 
object unto the fatne Epicurus, elas, A theifm: 
his Atemes: thatis; the denying of a Providence: and 
the commendation, if not purfuit ( whichis 
more likely ) of 4 voluptuous life, (or pleafure ) 


thy the name (or prefelfion of a Philofopher: 


Orat. 33. 
BY this may appear, how Guffendus may be trufted, 


inthis caufe. Yet we deny nor, but Epicurus, what 
ever his life was, hath many fine fayings, which might 
make Senecato judge, at leaft, to {peak the more favou- 
rably of his life. andthe rather, becaufe it was, in part, 
Ins owncafe: Ihave better opinion of Senega, than 


fo compare himwith foch a lend man, Yet ic cannot be 


oor, by the fight only 


hat, 
nuoufly with his Read had dealin 
hath concealed. he efides the trne fenfe which he 
in that icce ale told him, that Na 7 
4 
4 
0 
= 
4 ul 
a 
; th 
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uch occafon to the world 
he did live, as he {pake, and 
others. Which troubled him not 
appear by that paflionate Apology that he 
himfelf’ and all Philofophers in general, co whom ¢ : | 
fime was objected, in fome of his books. Yet for a : : 
thar, though fome men can diftinguifh between doing, | 4 
and faying 5 who may be more fcandalized, where they 
obferve fuch contrariety between fpeeches and actions, 
than edified, yet generally ithhath always been the pro- 
riety of the muluicude, tobe led more by words, than 
bydeeds, by appearance, than reality : which made 
that grave Hiftorian, Polybins, to pronounce) the gene- 
rality ofmen, much inferior to bruits, in pint ot fore- 
caftand judgment, Andtothis, we may afcribe fatt- | 
ons, and rebellions, and /chifms, and almott all the evils, 
by which the publick peace and tranquilliry of either : 
Church or Eftates is difturbed, and infelted. And foin 

Epicurus his cate: Atque hw ( fine fentences of Epicu- 
and his Mates ) capiuntur imperiti ; propter hu- 


a juf modi (ententias iftorum hominum eft multitude: Cicere’s 
th wucjudgment, and obfervation ina place, 

NEITHER is it impoflible; or improbable, that 
d BE Epicurws and others of his company, either by fits 
S through meer mutability of mind, which is obferved; 


palty, for a-while: noto 
¢ doth abfolutely deny 


al being, or exiftence; 


fome Ancients ) were full 
lite be. and 
thence 


he 

te, 

nt 

He 

de- 

ind 

of 

les 

he 

er 

he 

ng 

en 

ul 
orihany : Or of certain deliberation and purpote, after 

great cebauches and furfeitings of pleafures , did betake 
themfelves to moré than Ordinary temperance, and fru- 

ULOf any love to verte, which 

his writings, to have any re- 
but that rhey might return to 

Uieit walloWing, more frefh and vigorous: and (as be- 

fore {aid ) that they might hold our the lonser. So thar 
as his Writings ( obfefved by 
of contradidtions. fo might 


» Bajore 

that is, Ep. 
Manners, Or 
unto him/elf( ch 
aS I take jr 


sdeavour to pleafe all men, he did difon 


» than his Promi[cuous compa- 


it for that whatloever Lert; 


aid, Or might have faid, as he doth {urmite, tode. 
fend Epicurus, mult be 


— andall his book doth come to nothin 


g. But to do himno 
wrong ; he faith moreover, that that whore was dead, 


before Epicurus died. What is this to the purpole? 
Might not the write, as the doth of him, and yer die be- 
fore him? But the makes £E picurus eighty years old when 
the wrote ; and he was not fo old, ( true, or not, I donot 
enquire at this time: I need nor ) when he died, As 
ugh it were not ordinary, in fuch exprobrations of 
Unnatural luft, co make a man fomewhar elder, than na-, 

turally, and in exa@nefs of computation, heis ? Butthe 

fiyle of the Letter is affected, and ftudied, The more 
Sikely;tobe hers, For the was PPicurus, not his whore 
Only, ( one of them ) but alfo difciple ; and mentioned by 


others, 


3 Of Credulity ang I 
Proceed thar Variety of ; 
‘which Galfendus, bur y OF judgments ning ix 
ticul. Proved the of the 0,3, ¢ 
culars of Epicurus his dor m, by fundry par. 
» bomo aft ut ms ex U4r its di ate ver Y Pertinent: 
digit, dum Rudet pl JP circulym 
6am 
3 curus, beiny cr 
4 dif; pofs tions of m 
way, 
ad J did from ome another. 
of one of his whores, yer extant, 
2 et his abominable leachery, and jealoufe 
That 2 | old age. What faith Gaffendus to that > 
j of the — ¥ Mt Laertins had {een it, he would have {aid b 
| So, he takes ( 
n 
r 
| 
20 
a] 
th 
fr 
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rer as a piece ofa Philofopher. Let any man read 


ion! whole Lettcr, 
fut ines of Epicurus, acknowledged tobe his; mult 
acknowledge, that my judgment in fuch things, r poet 
(mall, However, this Letter, though acknowledge 
fora true Letter, by two learned men, who have writ 
ten upon Diogenes Laertins , yet, were it the worlt 
thing that can be objected to Epicurus, I fhould not 
fpeak of him, with fo much confidence, asl do, be. 
caufe do not remember any thing of it in Cicero, nor 
any other Ancient ; which to me, isa greater argument 
tofufped it, thanany thing that Gaffendws doth object 
againit it. Butthough! remember this par- 
ticular Letter, in any ancient Author, however, he 
that fhall read what Plutarch ( that incomparable man, 
as Geffendus doth ftyle him ) out of Epicurus his own 
books, doth record of ways devifed and commended 
by Epicurus, to prolong and maintain luft and leachery 
(that is, bappinefs, in their fenfe ) in old age, when 
nature is {pent; fe will either believe, this Letter, pro- 
bably, atrue Letter; og that they, that made that 
{trumpet of Epicurus as fhe doth, did Epicurus no great 
wrong, Plut, ‘On Gr is as before: not ve- 
ary from the beginning; Edit. Gr. in &. pag. 
BUT that which, in my judgment, is beyond 
all exaggeration of words, wicked and impious is 
that not content to clear Epicurns ( fo well as he could } 
from the imputation of an Atbeijt, he doth endeavour 


to make him a religious man yea fo religions, as 


Idoubt few Chriftians, were it true, ait is moft falfe 
can be compared unto him. For, faith he, ordinary 


men ferve God, either for fear, or for areward, which 
iS 4 fervile worfhip, But Epicurus did. not. fear 


God; 
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any hurr. n believe that G redulity, | 
therefore h oryet expect od could 
mee ¢ did nev any reward or would do} 
rly for th erthelef: ard at hi o bin 
have us eXxcelen honour 4 d hands ; 
proceed fi believe) it bis Got 
apie nobleft worthi ove and affetti is fervice did 
greasy of thi erve a] fore w f iS the 
Body. tori y maintai as not Epi nd incon- 
his . did that a man, 
that nt, and but for oved no 
Jow of an ? Info What more fre fake, 
but fuch or friend hin te that he 
nothing, a excellen he thould love God 
ne fo taught profeffed to love 
belove God t bis brother, whi eh ut for his profit? He 
believe tha Whom be bath not eharh fen, bow fhowld 
omen; hea God could be swe He that could not 
by way of men could , astotake any care 
Epicurean ( witnefs thing for God, 
immort uchan admirer of his de at perfect 
girisr emolu alibus atque beatis, G doctrine; Quid 
) Us.tantum nofire queat are 
he befo good an caufa gerere aggrear 
fore was a ve, andferve God himfelf, as 
as he may call it, or inc arned 
pr oud of fome words And where- 
p teicher m, (and well he mig! Seneca, and is very 
paradoxical at Obi Ig fo uncouth hi- 
opinion ) as h 
ough Senta 


had been Of 
“Wao the fame opinion ; let the whole paflage be 
read, 
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read, and if the contrary do not appear, that what Se. 
necafaith of Epicurus his piety OF voluntary worfbip, De 

h of his God, and his 


{peaks it ironically, in derifion bot 
pretended worfhip; 1 fhall acknowledge my felf very 
‘auch deceived ; who not only think fo of the place, but 


am alfo very confident, that Gaffendus thought no other 
wife of it himfelf, whatever he was willing his well-affe- 
Ged Reader to the caufe fhould think of it. But, ao- 
furdity, be it {o or no, I make nothing of that, in dom- 
parifon of the impiety, kor befides many pregnant te- 
Aimonies ofthe Old Tefkament, where, amon othe 
things, we {hall find, that, that which doth not 
the periphrafisot an Idol ; (and fo Epicuru G 
nota God, butan Idol upon that ho tha 
we excufe St, Pax/, whoevery where, almoft h 
for a ground of his exhortations to Godli f 4] “ye 
that, Relizson is profitable? For th 
and (uffer, &c. For as 
bour is nctinvain, and, fort la- 
you in Heaven, &c, and bel 
and, the end of your faith, she falvati 
for be had a re/peét the rec 
how Chrift himfelf? what do a vewarder, 
ward is vreat in Heaven: pots 
that the Deifts, asthey all elike, And what is it, 
Epicurus was; who cach 
sadshar they wordsis han that they believe a God 
teward, which they fits notfor any fear, or hope of 
( witnefs their wicked C magaintt, as fervile worfbip ; 
refuted by (Mer in Verfe, fet our ond 
fuffers men to live as ) butfor his coodne/s, (in th 
they will , at he 
and takes no ner; , and do what 
kes no notic they wall 
what is and for the excelle 
it, I fay, thac they more uph 
uphold themfelves with, 
or 
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Of Gredulity and Incteduliny, 
Or intice others more effectual! thon 
ha 

€ plea‘and pretence > Plate 


| A » THAT Gaffendus himfelf Was an Acheift, really, | 


‘would be loath to fay. | 
ain{t fome of not. He hach written 
| iS Opinions, But in difcharge 
my duty to God, and religion, I hall fay, and 
confcience doth oblige me, that had he had the advice 
all the Acheifts that ever were. 
bau er were: had he advifed with 
Hell it felf, he could not have lighted upon a more ce. 
ftructive way, to all relisionand piety; co all goodnel 
and vertue, chan this, of Epicurus his filial fear, or love 
efGod. For what inference will carnal men, (in fuch 
anage, asthis, efpecially ) will, or can make of it, but 
this? that they may delieve, as Epicurus believed ; xo 
God, I will not fay, ( though it be true enough ) bur, 
we providence, confcience, no difference of god or evil, 
Cin nature ) of what juff, or what as not: 1 might add, 
and liveas Epicurus lived ; but I will only fay, believe 
as Epicurus believed; and yer flatter and comfort them- 
felves, that they are religsous, nay more reli ghous than 
many, nay molt Chriftians, accounted religious, are? 
Waschere ever a more wicked and pernicious device? 
The Reader will excufe me, ifinall this difcourfe. 1 have 
dealt with Gaffendus fomewhat roundly, more than] 
~ would have done witha man of his learning, and whom 
Tbelieve to have been a civil man ; befides a particulat 
refpedt I have to him, for laying open the vanity and{al- 
ficy of Des Cartes, and his Philofophy, fome part of it 
at feaft: which I chink was a very good work, and may 
prove very ufeful, when once that malignant humor of 
innovating, which doth now fo greatly prevail, will 
wax more cold and remifs. J] with he -had- not had fo 


much of that in him, as i, 
res, which I believe was the chief t in 
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project, of mag- 
put him upon this Usehriftian progect, 


appeal co God, 
againit his confcience, we pate 


‘othe only any may 

his who {hall but look into it: any 
tge fay, that hath not, according to the 0 

my WM times, more affection for €picwrms, than the truth. 


hat all 
Bot what ifany man fhall reply for Gaff endws, 
“ith this may be, ver yet Gaffendus not fo much in 
de- who doth ‘in the fame book openly profefs, that w 
els ever he had faid, or fhould fay for Epicurus, 
aut ? Abfit aliamente id preftem, quam 
Ich eyercitationis gratia: his own words : that is: God 
but forbid I foould do it to ‘any other intention, but by 
H0 TA way of exercife, or exercitation only, And why not 
ut, Mas free for him, to praife Epicurws, as others have 
ul, done the quartan Agwe,- the Gout, An Affe, a Loufe 
d, and ‘that. Monfter of men, as defcribed’ by Homer. 
Ther{ytes? Had he refted there, it hadbeen berter and 
more juftitable. Upon the fame grounds, for ought I 
in know, ‘aman not commend it) might 
 wricethe praifes ofthe Devil, For many things might 
be fpoken, ‘of the excedency of his nature, as he is a Spi- 
a good Spirit, by his firft creation: then, his ims 
1 B® provement, by his experience, fince that time : his won- 
mM <erful feats and projets, from time to time, to brin 
it -himfelf into credit among men ; and if a man would fay, 
thac out ofhis love to men, he cempred our firkt Parents, 
it @ that he might be the occafionof a further good untothem, 
inChrift, and byChrift, and'therefore to be honoured, 
I end worthipped by men: were it but for the conceit, 
1 @ (and invery deed, fomewhat I think to that purpofe 
) hath been faid by fome ancient Hereticks ). and novel 
the opinion, there would be fome, I make no 
anaes bat would embrace it, But Gallendus goes 


QR on, 


~ = 


ched | 
> 


oa, he comes to that, as indeed. he: 
bound, or hehad had no thanks that hedidit 
when better informed et, this 
ipoil all, But whatever himfelf thought, 
or knew; what amends can he make to fath, who 
(fome, food Chriftians, I makeno queftion, anddearmd 
rchance,#to have found out his jugling, had / 
a 
t 
fi 


they (ulpedted fim ) 

Upon his credit, 
farther difquifition, have efpoufed his 
it no difparagement to Chriftianity, (if Chriftians in- 
deed ) cofpeak with honour, -and re(pect of that mon- 
fer of men,and {piteful enemy of God,andall Godliness. 
V E been fomewhat long upon this fubjed of 
Bpieurus fomewhat longer perchance, than fome ! 

» Would havewithed, But I thall not apologize... Ihave 
not f n that Credwlity and Incredulity, in Civil 
éffairs, which doth include the judgments, as well as § ! 
actionsiof men, ismy fubje&. And truly, of allthings 

| 


of chac nature this age hath produced; this of 
feemste me, and I believe to many others, the molt 
prodigious, and iscredible. Not, that any one mas, 
for fome particularend, or meerly to thew hiSwit, 
(which I know hath been done by more than one) 
fhould attempt fuch a.thing: but chat fo many, profe- 
fing Chriftianity, fhould entertain the attempt with{o 
ready an affent, and applaufe: an argument to me, 
_ with many others, of the inclination of ‘the age. God. 
avert the event. jit 
SINCE this written, I bechought my felf chat Ga/- 
fendushappily, inthofe large Comments and ore 
verfions upon Epicurus his Philofophy, ( if we may fo ca 
it, which deferveth better to’be called, dotage and 
fet.ourfome yeats after, in three Tomes; Mp 
retract fome ofthole notorious miffakes, if any man or 
think them fo. Ihavefearched, but find, chat inf 
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| nfirm : 
of he doth repeat, and endeavour co co 
which I fhall take nocice of. The firtt g 
out of his fecond book againtt Chap. 
hedoth fay, with chis Prefage, Quod mirandum fit, @ 
shing to be wondred at, becaufe affer for volupsatis if af A 
fertor,‘ or patron of pleafure, ( bodsly, cet tainly, ene 
had been no wonder ) Epicurus did fill bis 
the commendations of a [pare diet. That Epscwrms cid it, 
all the wonder is, that the man fhould be fo inconftant 
rohimfelf, ifin*fo doing, ‘he Goth make any mention of 
vertue, or {eems to haveany regard unto it, it being 
fare,enough, that in this, he doth but abufe the credu- 
lity of his Readers. But if becommend a fober life in 
general, and highly extolic, beforea riorous.and leud : 
this he might well enough, ‘without 7 repugnancy to 
his do@rine, in placing the happinefs of man, inbodily 
pleafures,- ‘Ihough the practice of it, a rare thing, in 
men of that profefiion; yet the: commendation of it, 
might as wellbecome a profefled Epicurean, as any 
other. Befides, ic fhould be confidered, that St, Jerome 
his purpofe, there, being to.colleé out of all profane 
Authors, whatfoever he bad read in any.of them, tend- 
ing to the commendation of a fpare diet; which he doth 
very copioufly, as.avery learned man, and excellently 
verfed in all ancient Authors; any man mayfee, thathe 
doth relate many things, as infuch a cafe is ordinary ¢ 
which it isnot probable, that he believed, or did expe@ 
his Readers fhould, ( I could inftance in many particu 
lars ) but only tofervehis prefent fubject, upon a fup- 
pofition neverthelefs,* that many things, though not fo 
probable, yet might be true. the truth whereof he doth 
not ftand to examine which every Reader, as he fhould. 
find himfelf concerned, might better at leifure. Not 
therefore toaddany credit to Erieurus, but moxe forci> 


bly 


this 
ht, 
ho 
ned 


to tha 


— fpare diet; or {pa flightly of it ; 


make no great matter of it. 
HIS other Jon 


to the Epicureans, which doth in Porphyrins his Text, 
belongunto them. Ant which is worfe, fo unlucky 
fhall bfay, or fo -bold, is Gaffendus, ( {uch confidence 


hehadin himfelf, when he faw how currently an 
thing ‘did pafs, thathe had written in that wicked caule 

thar he doth deprave as excellent a paflage, in che Text 
Of that long:quotation, as any is extant in any Heathen 


writer; Iwillnotfay, becauféit hath too much Chrifti- 


anity yet can I fay, becaufeit is very obfcure ; but 


unadvifed rafhnefs, and temerity. The Aut 
doth fay, very pioufly, if fincerely, whoever he was, 
chat wefhould not fir provide for the World, ( and he 
givesan excellent reafon for it, afterwards ) axd then 


make 


me them, that lived riotoufly, of difcoin 

18 that pafla 

DY St. Jerome, And add 
tion,» by adding fome 


ealil 
what longer, than init felf it iS, Or 


truly, (as he dothin Epicurus his ‘ife, | 
or. 


C 
0 
r 


ms, 2Ma ( ) of of Porphyrin his 
Chests itis well known : ce, Porp ( 
2 of abji lanity, as ever it had an va an 
‘ e, &c. an excel! y yet Por phyrins 

written of tha ent book, asith » ii 

thatargument, | with w had ink ever was in 
q at left, underftood. Well » might be corrected 

jult a8 St. Jerome ell, ‘Porphyrins in that book, ; 
§ fame upon the fame occafi 

purpoie: A wond and to the 

4 picur ans ; 

amined, ane and it will appear, 
4 affendus doth afcribe fomewhat 


the ve word y Car 
if the Greek be aurhentick, 
addition, or an acceffory ( according to 
hat of the Poet : O Cives, Cives, quartnda 
mo elt; Virtms pol ) but firft provide ( by § 
inftrudtion, I fuppofe, and Philofophy ) for 4 generous 


confidence, ( in God ) and then content ovr felvcs with what AND | 


every day afford, This, Ga endus, by correct 
( rather ) the ( which is” in he Gok 
pel.alfo, onshe effzct of its. well exprefied in the 
ith: But feck ye firft, ) into turns it quite 
into. another fenfe. 1 fhall not roceed to any fur- 
her examination. But if any body will make it his 
bufinefs, he will, withoue much trouble, find matter 
enough, | 
CIVIL affairs and a@ions, thesproper object of 
Credulity and Incredulity, which we propofe to our 
felvesin this Part, come to be knownto us, either by 
our own experience, or by the relation of others ; pri- 
vate, as Friends. and Travellers, or publick, as the Hifto- 
rians of prefent, or paft ages. Our aimis, by fome in- 
tances and obfervations, (it isan ordinary thing for men 
to forget their Text; this often repetition, may help to 
Prevent it ) to direct them that may want fuch help, in 
point of Crednlity and Incredulity. Wherein, our firft 
bfervation, for a caution to fome, how they take upon 


them to judge, before they be throughly verfed in the 
world, fhall be that old faying with little alteration, ap- 


pliable to many occafions; Homine Smperito nunguams 
yaicquam snjuftins: Dui nif quod ipfe fect, nibil relkum 
puta: we fay, Qui nifi quod ipfe credit ( Or vidit, if you 
will ) nihil verteme putat. Itisafad thing,to converfe with 


, Men, who neither by their own experience,nor by che re- 


lation of others, Hiftorians and Travellers are acquainted? 
with the world, How they. will ftare, and ftartle 


Sa 


dd. 
me 
tI 
his 
ag 
ch 
k, 
at 
As 
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age" Of and 
better acquainted with it, know to bie: thatare 
Ty poffible te were break’ tobeve- 
> oroppole; as tntich widen ih th 
are Better acquaiited with the world. iwher thet lo 
with fach, ‘to be very {pating of their ‘etch 
hav@any thing of Rrangenetsy nor yet to’ be vc 
remptory, orfotward to conteft, lek thar belies he via 
offence, chat unféafonable pettinacioufne(s ina hy 
they wrong their Swn téputation, ‘and Be ly fh 
ars, Or wondeér-mongers: though unjiiltty 
there be, who becaufe they have feen [ome hat ‘theme 
felves, ot are not altogether unacquainted with Hifo- 
ries, ‘Or the travels 6forhes ; round ’dpon'that /omr- 
what; fo'math; that they will wor believe, or 
fedge'to bettue, wharfoever is beyond their knowledge, 
or bear*fay: when God knows, a man‘had need 
aimoft Old-as the Devil, before he can take pon him 
to khow; ‘or pereimptorily to determine, what the world 
Ord.’ Though net born, yer Thave'liveda long 
{mall portion of the world, for 


doth 
&§ time tn England, 
extent’ of : folnetimes in one place, fometimes 


(bur partly by the lace troubles ) in ano- 
ther':' alway$ Rudidiis to-obferve, or to learn from 
Others, what every plate afforded, worthy the know- 
“befides what be fearned by prinred books, 
Withobt pains, Yer'co chisday, I think my felf buc 
it it, daily tecting with many chings, that 
never before. have often “admired at the 
pnfidelite Travellers, who ifthey have been but 
moneths abroad, (ic maybe, fay France, of 
they thinkend talk of it, as thovgh ‘they knew 
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— 
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as perfedtly, as the 
were bor d Country,’ OF Parifh 231 
(ome b fi bred a great arith, where th 
0 fimple and | ig@or part of their life. Nao 
ed by ferved in an Inne, OF fio that. whatfoever ae 
fuch will tell you ingle houfe, as they 
that the in France ently, that {o a 
long y that have lived ge ‘ Traly , when it nd fo, 
ever rao met or heard ither Country al heir ii be, 
ral shi ountry, as Eng/ Py: fuch chin their lives 
‘and. Provi particularly Doth not 
but even lar rites hath not 
he roy evon § of an et 
kno fhall belt jult cen{fure general , doth 
him, when th and indignation 
Hen have bett make themfel ey thall come t 
pri ce proceed variet er knowledge ridiculous 
books, which. of reports and the 
act at fuch a time may be true relations, av 
of wit and more of fach ; 
and happily, ri experienc but Senera 
nacily pily, rid e, del lly, f 
if honeft relatio great h h moft 
it is ver civil me ns very ight, ordi 
my poflible, ( and n, they we creditable 
hight tha more than ndI have kno at if, Wh 
and sight, pha, ching, in 
bo ws; and an, of » 
rmy, the e what th truly ¢ ref 
and y rafhly ey have fi nough ent 
) which bef at. wittor Pply unto the 
Cam b din of the for 
Q4 gertnaus aa 
f nerunt, 
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3 Of Credulity ana lneredulity; 
fucrant, &c, Englithed by Bithop 
Battel. they who are prefer Thus is i 
Ways the fame thing, each report 
This is very 2 what Lf abferved 
re Ppitable to che relations ‘of. T 
concerning che fame places C favellers, 
therefore had need to confider well, man 
andaim ) whom he doth believe jn ch 
he {peaks himfelf, upon the credit of > hae” or how 
‘Men, perchance, and fuchas: have no it 
ceive ; but, of what judgment, whar ex my 
and moderatién thar alfo taken 
tion, Orwe may mils our end, I add 
taufefome men, naturally paffionate, are fo. ed by 
their interelt, whether of profit or meer afiedtion ; Ne 
think they {peak truth fometimes, when they 
fpeak that, which to others, of the fame jud ment, 
tothecanfe, but without ; doth notori- 
oully falfe. Thefe things obferved many feeming con- 
traditions in Hiftories may, be reconciled, and we the 
better prepared, when we read or hear ftrange things, 
to judge and difcern, what, upon grounds of pro- 
bability, we may believe, and what not, I rather fay 
fo, than what credible or incredible; becaufe ( as inthe 
Firft ‘Part hath been declared ) I allow not of many 
things, befides what is againft the faith, as abfolutely 
incredible, because what is really impoffible, 1s beyond 
our skill, abfolutely co determine. 
. W HAT maybe required of an Hiftorian, in genes 
ral, to deferve credit, many-have treated of it, Oflate 
writers, among others, that offer now themfelves to 
my remembrance ; Bodinus in his Met hodus Hiftoria, 
(4 book well deferving to be read ) and by Mer 
chier Canus, fufficiently known, in his Common Pla 


cu, are two. But 1 have nothing to. do with Hr 


flory, or Hiftorians bere in general, but as 


— 


4 
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with fuch admir 
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the Greek Hi- 

man knows, Heredotms, the re 
(fo admired, for the fweetnels of his 
fiyle, and the anciente(t Hiflorian now extant ) in - 
iudgment of many, to be. Infomuch, that of all Hi ~ 
rians, whereof any account 1s made, he hath got ¢ 
name, of a fabulous writer, Indeed, he had not the 
luckto write of things of his own time, or Country, 
for the molt paft, aS Thucydides did: except it be, in 
the Jaft books :. and what is worfe, not of things, which 
many others, now extant, have written of: fo that 
moft things mutt be believed, upon his credit, if wefee 
caufe ; or may be rejected, as fabulous, or incredible, 
if we think fit, becaufe not confirmed by any other, — 
But they dohim great wrong, that afcribe all chat he 
tells:of that nature, generally accounted fabulous, or 
incredible, asthough he were the Author, or-inventer 
ofifuch things, ordid deliverthem unto us, for things — 


which himfelf believed, or did expe& that oe 


fhould, For; for the firft, there is no probabilie 
that he, who to fatisfie himfelf of the truth of 
things, which be had heard, would take fuch pains, to 
travel into eZgypr, yea all e£yypt, in perfon, with fo 
much diligence,as himfelf tells us in many places; and not 
egypt only, but fome other more remote places, as Sy- 
via, Paleftina, and the like, would make fo bad ufe of his 
travels, ( though fomehave done it, I mutt confefs, Tho. 
‘vetws,ot late, for one ) as to abufe his Readérs with ftories 

of his own devifing, poe a own travels could furnith 
abi€ relations, whereof no queftion 
could be then made, or now can, rationally ; whereof 
‘More afterwards, And-that he did not deliver molt of 
fer other range things, as things that he did 

imielf » OF Would have orhers, abfolutely to believe 

himfe 


an 
d, 
elt 
a, 
de 
by 
at 
ty 
as 
ay 
y 
d 
; 


himfe doth 


h 
= own disbelief, that none can Tay that-to his 


once, if Melchior Canus, doth hi 


rue 
Lenerally 
words almoft, ‘or equivalent, 
fothat Sr. Cwherherin 
Me wrong or right may not improbably be thought, 
to have taken it ou€of In matters of Orac/ar 
and Predidtions, mutt confefs, heisvery copious; fo 
that they, ‘who do not know what the condigion of thole 
times was, may think many of his. rélations, more like 
the dreams and fancies of fome doting old women, than 
the reports of a fober Hiftorian. But thofe were the 
Euibafiaftick times, as Plutarch, and others call them, 
_ ‘when noc only publick States, but even: private perfons, 
of any religion, in all actions almoft, of any 
nfequence,, were governed by Oracles and Divinati- 
ws, more, thanby any humane judgment or direction: 


which though fubje@ to much impofture, whereof He- 


doth give divers inftances,;: “yet, ‘generally, 
thought and approved fo beneficial, that the mott grave 
and fober, as P/wtarchfor one, long ‘after. chat humor 


of men ( or power of darkne/t, fhalll fay) was well over, — 


did acknowledge, tiat the Scate of Greece was much 


vanced, of advantaged by them: as elfewhere hach been | 


more particularly declared. 
N Ow befote'l come to any particular inftancesof 
“pisftrange, and generally 4ccounted fabulous relations; 


nor conceal, thata very learned man, by whofe 
aces the common-weal of learning ‘hath been benefit- 
e@as much, as by any’s, that I know, hath | 
00k, 


h profefs fooften, and fometimes Hoth open. 
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to prove, 
book, enticuled, at fo 
that no actions‘ how have been equalled, if not 
firange and increasbre ; But it doth appear 
exceeded, by fome of facet te hi ne aim was, to 
rooplain, that under this title, his 
inveigh againft fome-men, who indeed have § chem 
much occafion, it cannot be denied ; bur, agait Rif ~ 
whether more, of lefs deferving it, not, to ine 
vinditate Herodorms, which the of io 
ftrange tales, whereof a great part Upon 
réport, he ktew, well enough, could not do, 
Some other title therefore, might have become that 
book better ;- or indeed that book, another man better, 
than him, that had been the Author of fo many noble 
and ferious: atchievements, for the benefit of learning, 
Now before Ilook upon Herodotus as the moft confide- 
rable Hiftorian we have, (both for his antiquity, and 
for that conformity of fundry relations and cuftoms, 
with thofe of the Scriptures of the Old Teftament, -ob- 
-ferved by fome, in part, butin part only, that I know 
of ) I will take fome of his ftrangeft ftories into confide--e 
ration ; for the truth whereof, after fuch a revolution of 
ages, though I cannot,-no rational man will expeé,. 
that I fhould undertake : yet if we obtain fo much, that 
they are not incredible, it may not only difpofe many to 
think better of that Noble Hiftorian, than they have 
done, but alfo make them more wary, how they pafs 
their judgments hereafter, in the like cafes, 
ONE of the firft ftrange relations in Herodotus, 
( himfelf calls it a miracle) is the ftory of Axion, the 
: Mafician, his deliverance ; who, when forced by cove- 
tous Mariners, to caft himfelf into the Sea, was faved by 
a Dolphin, who, delighted with his mufick, offered him- 
elf, and carried him upon his back, to land. Few 
, Children, Tthink, but have heard of it, at fome time or 


ober; | 


feveral Towns Corinths, and 


sand, fince Herodotss, no Chrono Ithink, or 
) have omitted it. Neither was 


_ fame time, or fhortly after, may rationally be fulpected, 


even for the antiquity : but, as yet, of freth memory when 


Herodotms lived: 100. or fay 200, years, ‘becaufe Chro. 
do mot precifely agree in theircomputation, 
was theutmoit interval of time. But what ever any other 
may think of it, there.is fo much to be faid, if not for the 
truth, yet probability of it chat I muft fafpedt their igno- 
condemn their incredgéity, that peremptorily 
cénlure it as fabulous, But, chisI mean, of the fubftance 
ofthe ftory, that fuch a man, Arion} a was 
e faved by a Dolphin, who carried him upon his backto 
land; Befides’others, that are not fo well attelted ; Pliny 
theelder, in his Nstwral Hiffory, hach two ftories, the 
one of histime, (novfar from his own, who 
wrote in Ve/pafian the Father, his reign ) of a School. 
boy, who grew fo familiar witha Dolphin, and the Dol- 
phin fo fouch at his command, that no Horfe can be more 
to any Matter by Land, than he wastothis Boy, by Sea; 


this for many yearsyin the fight of all the Country ; 
indubitable, At laft, it fo fell 


out, that the Boy fell fick, and died. After which the 


feveral times fhewed himfelf 
and no Boy appear- 
{ men thought, died, 


Dalphin alfo, after he had 
about. the fhore, as he was wont, 
ed he alfo for. very grief, as al 
and wasnomorefeen, Pliny 


doth name three eminent 
men, 


he lived, and averredfor 


he omitted it, he had been too blame certajn- 


the oid times, as we may fay, and out of memory ; fuch, 
as without good atteftation of fome, that lived pre 


4 other; but not many men, that think of it otherwife,than 
A ofameer fable. Which if ranted, yet Herodotsi ic; 
™ » YOU Fierodotus isin no 
fault, who tells us; without interpofing of his own indc 
ment, what was then faid. when 
4 truth, by the people of two 
Lesbo 
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| at large, in 
an who had thi befides them, 
when th firnamed Grammaticus, 
exc we take the word in 
(bac Lknow not. why, bed aleth alrogether in 
4. very general fenfe : for he of Priybifer, alfo ) 
fry, for which he got the name 
who alfo lived about the fame time, or 100 hee 
under Tiberius, did write ic: whofe reltimony, 
i fides fome others to the fame purpofe ; and ve 
words, are to be found in Aulus Gellins ; who alfo 
hath the relation of Arion, out of at 
large. Where perchance fome body, not much ver. 
fed in the Latin tongue ; as once by fome ignorant 
Monks, learned Era/mus was charged, he had turn- 
ed the Gofpel into a fab/e, for ufing the word faby 
la, or confabulars in his traniflation ; may tumble 
at the word fabuls, which by beft Latin Authors, 
is often ufed for a true ffory. I think it will be 
granted, no man can reafonably doubt of a thing, fo ve- 
ry well attefted: But ifany do, Pliny, his fecond fto , 
if he be not fet upon contradi@ion, will certainly fatishe 
him, For I think, next ro ocular evidence, nothing 
canbe more certain, It isa ftory of his own time, ( in- 
tra hos annos ) of another Boy, in Africo littore, Hiippomis 
Diarryti : ( tor there was two Hisppo’s, in Africa: Hippo 
Reins, or Regia which Se. Auguftin was Bithop of and 
Hippo Paluftris, or as Pliny himfelf, elfewhere, 
_ doth teach) who ufing to fwim with others in the Lake,or 
aft uarium, fubje& to Tydes, and very convenient for that 
purpofe ; a Dolphin, after fome wooing by carefles and 
gelticulations,fuch as natureafforded him , got his good 
opinion & will ; fo that he durft venture himfelf upon his 
back, in the Lake; & out of the Lake, into the main; & out 


of it, back again, as far as the fhore, yea, and beyond the 
‘ fhore, For, as if they had ftrived, who fhould thew 


more 


" 
4 
= 


carefled, by othe 


ry. Infom 
a? chended ) being {pread far and near, there was 

4 grat concourfe of all kind of people, from all 
places. The Governor of the place under the Roman 
moved, or ftruck with a kind of religious horror, at 
thefight; andamong fo many Gods, they worthipped 


Deity in that Dolphin, attempted co do him divine he- 
nour, according to the religion then inufe, by pouring 
fome kind of odoriferous coafe@ion, or ointment upon 
him; whichthe poor Dolphin annoyed with the {cent, 
and otherwife too, probably: ( Sopitus; Pliny faith, 
ithe do net mean it metaphorically ) refented as an in- 
Jury, orafiront, and abfented himfelf, per aliquot men- 
fes, faith But at lait, appeared again, and by 
degrees, became as loving, and familiar, as before, 
‘This lJafted till the inhabitants round abour, to whom 
the miracle was now ‘no miracle, by reafon of its fre- 


, quency ; overcharged with the frequency of guelts, 


which flocked thither from al! parts, to be {pettacors of 
this ftrange fight, tothem chat had never feen itbefore; 
cruelly, buefecretly, con{pired againft him, and ¢ what 


__ will not'mendo, to fave their money ) killed him. I 


have this from Pii#y, theelder, the Author of the Na- 


saral Fisftory : but confirmed and enlarged with {undry 


particulars, by P/s the Second, ( Epiff. lib. 9. ep. 33-. 
who makes at all of his Uncle, but 
j 


feomorhers, of whole fidelity, in the relation, he ¥ 


more confidence, the Da/p}j his 
ophin would 
even tothe land, and fuffer himfeif 


confidence ; fo long as he was aie Aptos 
Jong, to fubfit dey land, lafted 
ears :.one year, at lea 

h not exprefled, by tenor 
» as the noife of this miracle ( as general. 


in thofedays, apprehending, probably, fome kind of 
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was himfelf,. to be confident. And indeed, 


believe, befides what we have feen, with 
if we believe not this, 1 do not know. 


ashe 
what we may 


our own eyes ; 
Wholived under Marcus Aurelius, the Re- 


nan Emperor, and hath written chat excellent book, of 
the Monuments and Antiquities of Greece, remaining in 
histime doth profes, that himfelf faw a Dolphin, in 


Perofoline, the true name was Pordofeline: but, 
modefty fake, made Pero/éline ) alittle Ifland by Lesbos ; 
who for fome kindnefs he had received of a boy, did 
wait upon him, fofar.as by nature poffibe, and would 
carry him upon his back, whither foever the boy did di- 
rethim, Aelanus, who liveda little before, writeth 
of anothet, chat was bred and brought vp (as a Fifh 
ght up (as a 
couldbe ) bya poor woman, with her fon, whom af- 
terwards he loved entirely, and rewarded both him, car- 
rying him upon his back, whither he would, and his 
Nurfe, the mother, plentifully, by his fervices, when 
he was bigger. ‘He alfo names the fame Iiland, buc 
that he names it Plerofeline: whether he intended it of 
the fame Dolphin, I know not, It is very poftible the 
fame thing might be a@ed, by more than one Dolphi 
in more tian one place; one Dolphin taking om le 
of another, And I remember, in that accurate rel 
of Pliny the Second ; itis obferved, that with aie 
eee Dolphin, the fubje& of the ftory; always ano. 
ther accompanied, who certainly was pleafed with h 
fight ; but accompanied only, and did no ie ; 
not perchance, fearing the others sealoulie. ‘Ta 
that offered themfelves unto me fh 
rl ages and places, might be added I cp 
confidence of the truth, without feek- 
N 

OW, becaufeitis miy bufinefs here, to help fuch as 

may 


nd 
he 
or 
O- 
ale 
as 
all 
at 
od 
of 
? 
e, 
of 
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may want help, in fuch difquifitions ; it willbe! worth 


ofthis tory. Which 
yet to make more; 

I come to objections, I muf not sate befdapine 
was before intimated, that all, or moft Chrono ers, 

ancient and late, whom I have feen . among othets 
St. Jerome, Out Of Enfebins, take notice of It, without 
any oppofition to the truth of it : ‘that ‘the memory-ofit, 
as of atrugitory, was preferved by a brafs Statue; bya 
temple ; and by an. infcription noting. the time, ‘or’ 
Olympiad, and that in e4lianu, befides the Epigram 


or Inicription of the Statue, we have a fine Hymn, {aid 
tobe compofed by Arion Kimfelf, asa monument of his. 


miraculous deliverance, and chankfulnefs to God, for 
it: all this befides of che like, 
BUT what faith learned Natalss Comes, in his My- 
thology, to this of Arion ? Lue quod fabulofa jfint, neming 
eff: That all is fabnloms, all men, he thinks, 
believe. Whyfo? Nam qua de Delphinis dixtrunt 
antiqni, that is, For what fome Ancients have 
written of fome Dolphins, as if fome men bad been faved by 
them, I accounted it meer dreams, Forthe nature of an- 
mals ( or beafts ) always the [ames and from that timt 
te thie, thouzh the number of men, that have perifaed inthe 
Seas, is infinite , we de not hear of any, that have been 
prefervedby Dolphins. Here is firft a great and grofs 
miftake, ( it would be fo ina Philofopher ) inthe word 
sature Of natural. It iS natural to men.to fpeak, to 


read, to write, tolearnarts, that is, Men are 


curally capable of fuch things, if they be taught: for 
eubon Soave teaching, none of thefe things will be 
learned. not fo much as fpeaking, though tc be done 
unfenfibly, as ic were; yet not learned without long 


ftudy, And though fome other creatures, as Parrots, 


and the like, may feem capable of thar, and not men : 


Of Credility and Incredulity, 


Our hearing, what is objected by fome, againg the truth 
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ly, yet their fpeaking, isnot 4 true fpeaking, becaufe 
doth not proceed from any inward 
reafoning, which doth engender outward fpeech, Some 
things men are naturally capable of, asmen, as the Sci- 
ences, which yet fome men can never attain unto, though 
they be taught, by reafon of fome accidental defect. 
But for more clearnefs, becaufeitis toour purpofe, to 
inftance in fomewhat that hath more affinity : There ts 
no man, Ithink, where Dogsare, but are acquainted, 
more or lefs, with their nature, and conditions, Of | 2 
all creatures, generally, they love and know their ma. ae 
fters beft: tus is common C0 them all, more or lefs 
to be loving naturally, But what if 1 fhould tella Rory 
- per of more Dogs, that loved their matters fo well, 
they would needs die with them? Would it be 
good argument, that it muft bea fable, becaufe all Do “A 
do itnot? Lipfiushathone, of aDog of his we h 4 
that loved his miftrefs fo well, that when fh died. 2 ” 
into the Garden digned himtelf 
and cnere en 
~ were prefent, and faw it for 
Scale 
of Dogs, that have purfued a we if I fhould tell 7 
ters, fo conftantly. fo vi re 
tly, 10 vigoroufly, that notice bei 
publickly, itcameat laf. b 
aduel, or combat, wherein th 
come by the Dogs, the conf 
the ftory of one in Seal efled the crime? We have oe 
Lipfius: the Hifto iter, and out of Scalivers in 
ra ry of another, out of 
» Giraldus Cambrenfis St. Am- 
tranfcribe, So he profeff 
the Editions we inal Se eth, But if faithfully, then 
Hot at this time, I am 
dur are defective. For the 
latter 


h 


Of Creal 
‘there ¢ feems ) is there. wanting, 
: nof to me bur ; nting, And} 
to bri enfe, I think ut imperfed, as nd in 
oe _ the relation nk, can be made of as it ends 
pro end witho of the words 
> perfecut - Ambrofe wou ut which itis not 
Eraimm inted have left i 
it inan old Bazil, Anno my: Ambrofe fet 
Manufcripe Ih 1567. werea out by 
becauie ake, to look into ix; ale, were it butfor 
ago; that fo I have known it pete I fhrewdly fut 
abfurd me, who were fcand in many books, lo 
or impoffible, ndalized atthe ftory 
pect nee, to the pr thro 
— y hi Ferath, arc often ft 
their ow rofe his relation, 
sdtionemi perjecut Teague quid thofe 
tainly as{ ft, ( fo r d ifficilins 
d inmy Manuferi inted, but perpe(/us cer. 
efenfioncm praftare pt to make any fenf of it) 
rt Giraldws. (if porwit ; which words are 
ethan am, at this 
, Or ever li 
many more ftrange thin 
or certain experience, gs, from good Av 
d added, which tho times, migit 
eiici fo, or not one! of a th eny; becante all Dogs 
ce One in an age. how ora million, or 
of when I lived in Suffex I he 
fi another, when in ewcsfor; of one Dog there's 
which neverthelefs I ueftion of the truth 
$Iimight five fiftyyears longer, an 


not hear the li 
“kept of pity it is, that no memory's 
accidents, whereof, befides theim- 
provement 
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tof the knowledge of nature, sood ufe might 
en “in feveral occalions. Did we under ftand the 
ioht give a reafon 
nature of Dolphins perfectly, we mig 
probably, how fome come to do fo, and fo, lomecimes 
and how futable it 1s to their nature ; and yet how, 
through the defeé of fome one circumftance, OF more, 
iathemfelves, or the party they would pitch upon, or 
fome circumftance of time, they come Co do it no oft- 
ner, though much oftner, I believe, than 1s ree 
known; or, for want of good records, remembred. 
But upon Boys, all tories do agree, that they common 
ly pitcli wponfuch , and thatthey are ( fome of the kind 
at leat’) great lovers of mufick, Which doth make well 
for Arion’s cafe. 
T HIS objection therefore, that it is not natural to 
Dolphins, ‘becaufe all Dolphins do it not, or that we 
read of very few, who have done, or reported to have 
done the like, reje&ed as invalid and weak; in Arion’s 
cafe, 1fhould rather obje@; how a Boy or Man could 
fic a Dolphin, I will not fay, playing upon an infiru- 


ment: (for chereis no need of that ) but fit him, or 


ride him fora confiderable time, through fo many 


waves,’ and'not be wathed off, or drowned. Tome, it 


doth feem very ftrange, to another, it may be, not fo 
much, But if we fuppofe the Sea, as fome Seas are 
known.torbe, ordinarily; or at fome times of the year, 


very ftill and calm , thenthere’s no further queftion, as 


to this.’ “And indeed Pliny tells us of one of thefe Dol- 
phin-riders, who being farprifed by a tempelt, was 
drowned : which the Dedphin ( but 1 warrant: it no fur- 
ther, toithe Reader, thanhe fhall like his authority ) 
apprehending himfelf the caufe of, did end his life upon 
the Land, ‘for grief. Another queftion would he; how 
a Boy can fita Dolphin without danger ; and whether a 
Dolphin be naturally fhaped for that afe, Pliny indeed 
R2 doth 
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248 Of Gredulity and Incredulity; 
the relation of his ftory, that the 


Providence, pinn 
sinen : and lsanus tells the {tory of another fuch 
who riding a Dolphin, did unadvifedly run his . 

aint the th Medly run his belly 
ag in © chorns, or Prickles of his back-fin whereof 
he died, and the Dolphin after him, for grief Had I 
ever feen a Dolphin, I could judge betters or had I. 
this time, either Gefnerus, or Rondeletius ; or could ‘n 
where, fo far from all Libraries, that I can call Libra- 
| ries, but mine own, (and that a forrowful one too 
a atthistime: a remnant of a Library, rather than Li 
7 brary ) come to the fight of either. “Ihave the pitures 
Dolphins, in fome books: but they do not fatisie 
I FIND inthe books of a very learned man, which fp 
I have, out of Rondeletius, that a. Dolphin hath no 
prickles inhis back; who thereupon doth infer, that J 0 
therefore A pion did impofe, and might aswell, inthe > 
whole itory, that particular; But that isfome 
what ahard judgment, by his favour, I believe Ronde 
Vetius, that they have none, ordinarily, But as th 
Camels of fome Countries, differ from the .Camels of f 
others, by the number of their bunches, as P/ny, and HH? 
fome others tell us. and fo many other crextures, of one 
Climat, or Country, or of different perchance, but of 
one kind, by fomenotable difference ; fome have horns, @ ' 
fome not, andthe like: why may not we believe, as 
poffible, ar-teaft, thatthere may bea kind of Dolphins, 
| 


morerare, and{feldom feen, who have fuch prickles / 
Poflible alfo, that thofe, (that kind, Imean ) are the 
Dolphins, ‘moft fubject to this kind of Jove. Not, 
thatI would have any body to ground any truth, upon 
bare conjectures: but becaufe I chink fuch objections, 


| : of little validity. 
againl certain experience, to be of 11 Neither 
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either is Aps 
pe Apion the man, that we truft too: 45 
judgment of man : I know 
Yer, though Apion might mak ncients was of him 
concerning and oth bold in his relati 
is hard to believe, that cr remoter places ; 
nown to Tiberius ye pron, who was 
dur  Anguftus his im di well 
truth whe of Aucuft "his 1ate fucceflor, 
ereof, if a | time, f 
been witnefles ) many thoufands 
invented by himfelf fabulous, and 
that ie the report of fom lightly believed b 
fach his time, was people. Add 
a tim ave been feen bef time of ignorance, 
e, Cum bh and {i nee, 
perdutta umana ingenia ince him: b 
{peak as Sensca, I Jummam folerti 
of thofe times: ink, doth fome 
for was come to its b humane wit pity 
ots, and Orators aght, fuch a ratio- 
been and Artifts, 1a both 
that it Which is the ure, as 
omett/m, vailed at fuch a tim credit of 
fame and ignorance, a places of Sr notas 
and power ve {till ark- 
nt oO ms, Wh [ the 
aad neve nows. H _ do 
in Ayo ver 
had books were ivers others ed Dolphin, 
Cl at Dolphin neve extant in Plin of 
that ty yet and 
thori in} and in 
grity, abu dignity, a = Nephew 
lation ndantl was au- 
he of to Chiifts yea and inte- 
cen enough with m e Chrittians of ns, by that re- 
ith me, with «h his time) ha 
on of all 
circum- 
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circumftances. 
enough with m ay 
tainly, asif had feen it wi; 


@nger, or fome othe, ext Ccafion, 
refcere. an thar at Other times theyare hid” 
BUT alter his caveat, Who was no 
very fuper ftitious man, itis well known, though bein 

fet Upon it by others, he did write in-defence of fom 

fuperftitious miracles ( an argument rather: but 
will fay no more, for the tefpe? hear to hismemory) 
his cevear, | ‘ay, Will not do amis ; who having told 
fomewhar, very ftrange, of a Mountebanks Dog,’ (1 
could fay much more of Mountebanks Dogs, and Hor- 
Ses, which] partly knew to be trye ) he adds,’ Defno, 
& vereor adveniny AM, profetto potest bic mifceri: 
thdtis, Bur’ bere 7 frop, ( or as fearing that from 
Docs, be forced to £o (or fly, fora reaton ; that 
iS) tothe Devil: ( he ‘did not mean an Angel, I fup- 
Pole) Who in thi; might have a hand, Or, mix him/elf. 
Ic is fire etiough, thet as there he magical Heres, 
whereof we have fpoken in the Part: {0 magical 
Dogs alfo, and other creatures, actuated by another 
Soul or Spirit, than their own, ( irrational, and fenfi- 
tive only ) whereof none areableto judge rightly, bue 
they that are well yerfed (no fight ftudy) in the con 


rem ai Or experience of w/e and cuftom : as in our 


Firf Parthath been declared However, this caveat 
though not unleafonable bpon fi uch an occafion ; ed 3 
pail, 
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relate ar large, had been 

dké me believe jt 
mine No teafon 

“TY queltion fhonid be made of the truth 

Of a ftory fo wel) becaule of that’ one circum. 

{lance of the Prickles on Dolphins backs, in. cafe It bea 

Millake. Which yet perhaps: if miftake, May prove 
the miftake of Kondelering and NOt of Apion, For Sol- 

Where he write. OF Dolphins dork attelt th 
thofe prickles do 
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have any juft ground 


man, think, will have, s, in this cafe of Dol- 


be referred to tleir or natural 
Natalis Comes his realonings againit 
ing, Bur if we take yeni, 1a MOTE general ienie, A 
another kind of Spirits, that are neither Devils nor An- 
gels; Lcannottell what to fay to The fame 
bur now commended, hath a Rrange exemple, W hich 
we have mentioned in another place, our “Preface, CO 
Dr. Dées’s Revelations, (oF Mlufions rather ) as I re- 
member, Asfor their love to AZufick, 1 think it very 
probable, by thofe relations that are extant : but of 
that, we have no like certainty, as ol their love to Boys, 
and mankind in general, The fame (their love to Mu- 
fick ) is reported of divers other creatures befides, but 
I have no certainry. 

BEFORE weend this point, fomewhat might be 
added, of chat famous American Fifth, or Moniter, cal- 
led Monati; one whereof, a young one was bredand 
brought up by one of their petty Kings, in his Court, 
and grew toa vaft bignefs : very kind, and ferviceable 
he was, to all chat craved his ‘help, but to Chriftians, 
or Europeans, (whom, probably, he might diftinguifh 
by their voice, and habit, not by their faith ) of whom 
he had received an affront. This Fith they write, hath 
carried at once upon his back, no lefs than ten men ; 
Who in the mean time, fung and made merry, with all 


poflible fecurity, This perchance, in fome mens judg- 


ment, may add fomewhat of probability to Arions cafe, 
and to thofe other relations, that have been mentioned 
uponit: which, in my judgment, needs no further con- 
firmation, The Hiftory of this American Fith ( merttt- 
On, atleaft ) isin all chathaye written of the difcoveries 
of thofe Countries : Peter Martyr, 1 am fure, a very 
{ufficient witnefs, were there no other, | t 


A 
- 


fe of their relati 
Fith, as not doubting at a! 
fomewhat in the of 
nts concernin 
Dolphins, which hath occafioned fome wond a 
more miltakes, They write thet fome Do! hie dif 
ordinarily then fo called. and when once ufed ai 
mame, what wonder, when tame and frolick if th 
feemed to know their naMe, and to rejoyce at it? And 
the fame thing we find attefled of that American Fith 
we now {peak of, which was brought up in the King’s 
Court, The common name of the Fith, we faid before 
3S, (Manati: but they had given to this, a proper 
name, Aatum: thatis, in their language, noble or ge- 
merons: and the Fifh knew his name fo well, ehat had 
any (whofe voice he knew, efpecially ) but called at the 
River fide, Afatym, Matum: he would prefently hold 
up his head, and offer himfelf But if any write, that 
Dolphins generaily, loved to be called by the name 
gin, more than byany other, as Pliny doth intimate; 
this is but to fay, that there is fomewhat in the found of 
that word, thar doth better pleafe chem, than any other 
ordinary found ; which is not impoflible, The truth 
is, Pliny doth feem to fay much more, as if Dolphins 
Joved the name Simon, becaufe fo agreeable to their na- 
ture: being called, Simones, A fimus naribus, thac IS, 
from their flat nofe : fuch, both in Latinand Greek, be- 
ang ufually called, Ssmenes. This ridiculous conceit I 
find Pliny charged with, by a very Jearned man, who 
therefore well objeteth; Sed quis credat, &c, But who 
can believe that Fifpes foould ynderftand, esther Greek or 


‘Latin? Nay, they muit be good Grammarians~ 
the 


€00, to know the Etymology of the name, that there- 


| heir fat 
fore called, Simones, maribu, 
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aid 
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yofes, Canany man believe, that Pliny was fo ftupid, 
as to believe any fuch thing himfelf, or fo carelefs of his 
credit and reputation, as wilfully to expofe himfelf to 
she fcornand derifion of his Readers? Yet this Salma- 
fis alfo doth pafs over, as though P/imy had really be- 
lieved it, Ita appellari gaudere, quod fim fint, dicit 
Piiny’s words, as ordinarily printed, are, Dor(um ise 
repandum, roftrum fimum. Dua de canfa, nomen fimo- 
nis omnes miro’ modo alno{cunt, maluntque 4 el- 
lari. It cannot be denied, that from thofe sr 
{carce any other fenfe can be made. But whether ; ~ 
a thing fo horrible and fo 
, that he that believes, ma 
fore we charged him with it to be take : _ 
confideration. For befides Pliny, if sie 
y ent, that doth write any fuch chi 
only that they delight in the name po a 
| smon: and Sol. nus 
| y doth tranferibe P/ fai : 
thing, butonly this, Certum b te » faith 
accepto, vocantes fequutur : Nam 
And hath proprie, Simones no- 
prove that Dolpa Cha 
hebathno fuch thing, Whe ome underftanding, 
t then? 1am very conte 
iny Weote, WaS, Or 1S ‘um it 
pan um, roftrum fimum, qua de ca 
omnes miro modo agno[cunt, m Simons : quod 
Pliny faith no more, than it appellari.* SO, 
well, asbefore thewed. bev others fay, and may very 
to be aCritickh: my profe ~ true. I never affected 
and would yet, had ion found me work enough 
my health More years tol Pad 
derftand If Taffeced any thing befides 
ure, to whi des, it is, 
ces, that both Divinity and. by: hundreds of inftan- 
and Phil 
| ofophy, and all kind 
of 
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H Cada with me 


nS before ex é 
man, and I wo seam 


Way, 45 foon as to a friend, 


tong, becaufe, if 
etter confidered of it, he might have found, 


fenfe and therefore thofe words could 
his, which he did afcribe unto him ; but unto hen: 


oth much more, adfcribing that fenfe y 


$ will not bear, Having {aid of Pliny, 
ed Dolphins underftood liumane language, 
headdeth, Yer Cardas did believe it. and then produ- 
cetha paflage of his, out of his VI. Dev 


artetate, cap, 
37. Delphines fimonis guodam confueto nomine Landent, 


&c, Icisalongpaflage. but not one word in the whole 
» Paflageco thar purpofe, for which it js alledged, Car- 
dan doch give, or endeavour to give a reafon, why 
Dolphins, according to the tradition of Ancients, de- 
light in the name Simon, more than any other. The 
_ ‘firlt Dolphins, or former Dolphins, having been ufed 
_ tothar name, faith he, and, ( through the force of 
uleand cuftom) delighted in it: thac delight became | 
hereditary to their polterity, This isthe fum of Car- 
dans conjecture, or opinion, if I underftand, 
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of lear hing, hath luffered Much, for Want of trye 
But, rar, avis : that age mut be happy 
4 
that’ producerh ‘WO or three, tha, deferve: tha 
Mame. The labour IS Sreat but if there be notdome- 
Whatmore of naturein it, than labour. the more 
- bour, the more da 
be of no autho. 
yet he was a learned t 
Yright, if he came inmy 
For in thar cafe, he be. 
er, and IT bound the Of Chri- 
ia {tianity, to look upon him, asa friend. The lamelearn. 
¢dman( whom ] did not name before, nor thall now; Bo 
bur a very learned man, and My good friend, when he d 
4 lived ) thoushr pedid 
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: iv be more Philofophy in 
fenle, to believe, or under- 
this, chan every man will be ready eee 
Mand, For Ihave thought fometimes, (It ous 
fome reafons for it ) that the very thoughts ot : ee 
fometimes, are propagated to their pofterity ; 
much more delights, and pafiions, or ftrong afiecti- 
ons ? Iftherefore any Dolphin haves been long ufed to 
the name Simon, ( any other name, [ chink, would have 
done the fame and taken pleafurein it 4 think it iS ve- 
ry poflible, chat another Dolphin, of his brood, ( and 
fo others, after) Mnould naturally afiect that name, 

more than any other, However, there’s nothing tn 
Cardan, in the whole paflage alledged, of Dolphins un- 
derftanding humane language, either Greek, or Laun, 
or any other: or any thing tending to that purpofe. $0 
that I mutt needs fay, that great wrong is done him, by 
that learned man, who, though a very judicious man; 
( Iwill fay fo of him, though he hath inmy judgment 
faid more of Cardan elfewhere, to his juftification, rhan 
Ithink, if well weighed, canbe made good ) yer he was 
too great awriter, to digeftwell every thing that hedid 
write, Bythefe inftances, let the Reader confider, how 
much it concerneth men, younger men efpecially, who 
really feek after truch, not totake things upon truft, 
without found examination; nor rafhly to believe, or 


unbelicve, ull they have good ground for either, 1 have 
now done with Herodotus his Arion, 


IN thenext place we fhall take notice of three relati- 


ons, in Heredotws, whichhethought himfelf bound, as 
he often profeffeth, by the law of an Hiltorian, to take 


notice of, though he did not believe them, as he doth 


exprelly profefs offomeof them, We thall but menti- 
onthem. The 


North, which 
in Caves, 


firft is concerning fome people in the 
were reported to fleep parref thé year, 
This Herodotus doth proteit againit, 


creasble 


. 


But Herodotus, though affirmed by many with great 
feverations, yea execration, or oaths; he faith, did 
not believe it. But what thall we fay to fome of our 
time, both learned and grave, who write of it, and 
commend icunto us, for a truth? So doth Ga/per Pey- 
cerms, a learned Phyfician, I am fure, whom we have 
fpoken of in our Part: who defcribes the manner 
and thetime: anda very learned man, once Prebend of 
this Chorch, (who, though dead many years, yet lives 
in his learned $on, one of the Prebends of this Church 
likewife.) in a book of his, infcribed Yates; {eems to 
afcribe much faith to Pewcerus. Delrio the Jefuit, in his 
laborious Difquifiriones writing of the fame 
thing, doth abfolutely determine it, that the Devs/ can- 


not, really, change /whfances or forms; to whom]. 


willingly fubferibe: but that he may fo qualifie the bo- 
dies, even of men, as that they thal! produce the fame 
efits, as ifthey were Wolves, or Lions, or the like: 
and transform, or transfigure rather, the bodies into 
the fhapes, or appearances of fuch brutes. And itis 
St. Auguftin’s determination alfo, De Civitate Des, lib. 
18, cap. 18. Delrio doth quote Herodotus ; and with He- 
vodotus, Cambden: Et ex vnlgi opinione, 
berniti, in alteraparte Hibernia, 

third Herodotus, is, of a certain 

le, whom he doth call acephal:, 


‘in thet ft up: 
deves are intheir breaits, or ups 
their heads and ey 


per parts of their breafts, Itaken he 


~ 


that is, beaale/s, 


> Of Credlity and 
credible : yet we knowit is believed, at this day, by ima: 
x ny, neither fools nor children, as very true. whereof 
4 we have piven an account in our Firft Part. The fe. 
cond is ofa people called who are reported 
y Once in the year, to turn into Wolves: not into their 0 
* fhape, I believe, or but in part, atleaft ; butinto their A 
COnditions and qualities, abfolutely. and very 
ti 
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at 
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know- 

adins in Herodotus, becaufe not acknow: 

lodged by divers ancient Manufcripts : though 
ny, and Aulus Gellsus, and St. Amgu/fin, and tome 
others, mention them alfo a the ftrange Nations 
ofthe North. Whether any fuch people or no, as thefe 
actphali, Herodotus doth not affirm, nor deny 5 but de- 
livers it upon the report of the Country, in the defcrip- 
tion of Lybia, If 1 be not miftaken, Adwnfferns in his 
Cofmography, fome where, (for 1 have not the book, 
at this time) doth deliver it for a truth, Sit Walter 
Ralvleigh, Lam fure, in his reports concerning Gutana, 


fet out in Latin, with Notes, at Dvrimberg, Anno Dom, 


1599. by Levinus Hulfivs, with divers Maps and brafs- 
Cuts, doth deliver it for a truth St. Auguftin alfo, 
doth mention fuch, as from others; and from fome 
publick pictures, very artificially carved, in Carthage, 
when he lived there, And that fucha child wasborn in 
Mifnia, in the year of our Lord, 1554. is recorded 


by Fincelims, De miraculis noftri temporis; though 
indeed I do not find in the piure, either nofe 


or mouth, but eyes only. But that might be 
Me over-fight of the Painter, or Carver, ra- 
er, 

IN all thefe three particulars, till further con- 
firmation, asI do my &lf, fo fhould 1 advife others 
that know no more than I do, to fufpend their be- 
lief.) Though truly, I muft acknowledge, this, no 
{mall inducement to yield affent, becaufe fuch a be- 
lief, or ‘tadition, hath been in fo many ages; 
where there is no ground of fufpition, that they 
have taken it one. from another, (a ftrong objecti- 
On againit the Phoenix, and fome other miracles of anti- 
‘quity )as, for example, that they that believed, or car- 
Ned the acephali, to be feen in Saint Auguftine’s 

time 


d 


time, had it from wh 
fully ; nor they that made Ba cc 
King of France, before fpoken of he 
ers, ever had it from the faid Hovede whe in 
aS sncredible: or ih 
periwuded Peuceres of late, or St fi 
ore 1poken for a certain time. di Ge 
ora » 10 ain time, did ground it, at 
relation, or or per- 
oO mucivas heard of the name: andas little 
believe, upon St. ‘However, all this is nor 
of force with me, to engage me toa belief upon rounds 
of reafon, asI conceive. But to cenfure be- 
lieve it, fo they leave others, to the liberty of their own 
judgment Ifhould notdo'thar neither, becaufe there 
is fo much to be faid, to make it not iptabable 
I HAD fomewhat of Oracles before, in the relation 
of which, Herodorks may feem beyond meafure curious 
if not fuperititions, Some reafon hath been‘given be. 
fore, yet Iwill nor take upon me to acquit him of all fu- 
peritition: by which I. underftarid, an excefs of that 


it fo doube: 
mry the Third, 


worfhip, which was in ule, where, and when he-lived. 


But befides the religion, or fuperftition of the place; he 
was-alfo not lictle infe@ed with the eyprian fuperfiti- 
on; ag by many places doth appear. But what fhall we 
think of thofe firangé judgments, he doth very parti- 
cularly record, againft thofe, to rob tlie 
rich Temple-at Delphi-e the chiefélt feat-of Oracles then 
known ( to Heathens )in the world >This indeed Hero- 
détes doth relate with more than ordinary confidence ; 
and it were ftrange, ifhe could be ignorant of the truth 
of fo memorable’a ftory, which: was acted, (if true) 
if not'when he was-a man, yet when born, and of fome 
years. Tknow nocof any, that doth except again{t it, 


upon any Hiftorical, or Chronological account: but 
againtt 
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ingeneral, fomes 
againk the dof miracles, 
Meathenith Temple; which he hach not 
to preferve his own, at ferufal:m, as 

of Antiochus, nor fo many Chriftian Churches, 
have been {poiled, and robbed from time co time, ae 
veral Countries? And when more, or, more execrabie 
profanation of holy things; when very Churches om 
turned into Stables. then in thefe late days, during the 
reign and rebellion of the Fanaticks \ Another man 
would add perchance, and P resbyterians : burt I would 
hope beter shings of them, They have declared againit 
Sccriledve very roundly, many of them: and if the fame 
men, fhould not oppofe profanation of holy things, be- 
ing things of the fame nature, as vigoroufly ; they 
would give men juftoccafion to believe, that what they 
have ipoken, or done, againft the other, was but for 
their own intere‘t, or fome other worldly end. . Buc 
why then doth:not God fhew. himfelf, at all times, as 
wellasthen, in Herodotus his time, and many times 
fince ? For it cannot be denied, but that every age Will 
afiordfome dreadful examples, of horrible judgements 
againit Sacriledie and profanation of holy things : but that 
it is {0 always, or fo vifibles efpecially, upon the actors 
themfelvés, we cannot fay. But the greatelt objection 
is, notfo much, why not, always, as; why fuch indig- 
nation, {uch judgments, for the Temples, and buly 
things of idolaters of Devils as ‘St. doth call 
them? Iwould not have any mantoo bold, and dread 


it my felf; tocallGodtoanaccount, of his judgments 


elpecially, which to men are moft infcrutablep 
think, itis the greateft Sacriledge that can be committed, 
for any man, who petchance would f corn, that achild, 


a Pefant, fhould afpire to penetrate into thereafons 


of his own counfels; to prefume, that he can unders 
ftand, 


Of Credulity and licredulity; 
id, or fhoul 
the reafon of all God doth. 
“es Tega €n it is certain, that God hath done 
ps : rewith humility, what God hath done That 
h things hapned about the Temple of Delphis. as H 3 
doth relate, though very ftrange . (fo 
emedto Herodotms himiclf ) befides other reafons 
am the more apt to believe, becaufe as {trange thin S 
( miraculous, indeed ) did happen again about the bare 
Temple, and what did belong unto it, not Jong after, 
when the Gai, or Gawles ofthofe times, under the com- 
mand of Brenwus, did attempt to rob it; which I know 
not any man, whom at chis ume I can call to mind, Hea- 
then or Chriftian, chat ever did queftion the truth of. 


Yer I fhould hardly fay, as 1 find fome do, that God | 


humfelf was the immediate author of thofe miracles : So 
J hope I may {peak with St. Axguftin, and the School- 
men, though I know, that in fome fenfe, God is the 
only author of crue miracles. Sed qnamvis execrandum 
jdelum Delpbis coleretur, &c, But though st Was anexe- 
grable Idol, that was worfbipped at Delphi, yet being st 
was worfoipped by the Gaules for a God, ne Wonder, if, as 
facrilezions wretches, they were chaftifed by the true God, 


with firange Thunders, and other prodigsows events, ( One 
was, the rending ofa hill at the cop, which rouled down 


‘ ppon divers of them, and oppreffed them, See other 


rticulars, in the late che on 

Which did aafh [ome of them, an 
fo vw of them (the Army confifted of 
divérs hundred choulands, whereof not a third part ef- 
caped ) did efcape the punifoment, due to either attempted, 
or executed Sacriledge, SO 
nologer of our days. 


for 4 
Hy acknowledged by them ( the Gaules I mean } for 
God. believe, thac they werea defperate 


a learned, and pious Chro- 
But, firft ] make a queltion, whe- 
cher the God, or Idol, worfhipped at Delphi, were re 
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athens, that {carce acknowledged any Deity. Are 
of them, (andupon that account, 
allow them true fortitude, but brutifh ftwpor oh P 

they neither feared tempefts nor earthquakes: an — 
body elfe, asI remember, that they were wont to rag 
all cheyfeared in the world, was, left the Sky fhould fall, 
and bruife their bodies, Towhich, that of the Thraces, 
recorded by Herodotus, for boldnefs, and contempt of all 
Deity, is not unlike ; that when it lightned, or did thun- 


der,they would caft arrows up, aS it were, tO Heaven, to 
threaten God; becaufe, (faith he they would have no other 


God, but their own, or a God of their own making, Now, 


that God fhould permit the Devil, who can do muclt 


more,by his own power, given him by God, when God 
doth permit,than caufe thunder and lightning, & ftrange 


tempelts ; to ufe his power, to uphold his own Kingdom, 
his principg! aim,we doubt it not ; but withal,co confound 
( Gods intention ) the infolency of prophane wretches, 
and to maintain an opinion among men, (che intereft of a 
Deity, inthe opinion of ordinary men, ‘being moft con- 
cerned, in the vindication of Sacriledye and profanation ) 
that there is a God;this,I think,cannot be matter of much 


wonder, to any fober, intelligent man. But abfolutelyto 


fay that the true God, who in }od’s cafe, life excepted, left 
the Devil to his own power ; did it, or was the immediate 


author of thofe miracles ; Ido not hold fo fafe. 


{T may further be objected, that even in thofe days; 
not, commonly, fhew fuch ex- 
amples,much may be faid to it,upon grounds of reafon,& 
probability) but even, in thofe days, God did not punifh 
Sacriledse always, though committed with the sreatelt 


(for why God now doth 


contempt, and infolency,that impiety according to the re- 
ligion of thofe days, and profanes, could potty devife: 
S0Dionyfins,the tyrant,the firft of the two : who notwith- 
ftanding all his Sacriledges,and impious fcoffs, died weal+ 


ty, andpotent, andupon his bed; (though reported 
> 


others 
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otherwife by fom 
and left a flourithing Delt Authors 
be faid of any Kingdom ) to his Son nr Hen sok 
jection is made by Heathens, of thofe times. mek 
ted by them, thacit is not always the mes, but anives 
or Divine Jultice, to punifh the 
perions, or prefently but that the ~ 
upon his Son,. who of a wealth 
uarded witha {tanding Army of 4 
t Souldiers, and ten thoufand Horfe, ee 
write, ‘fivehundred ) Shipsat became 
many revolutions, a poor wretched Schoo\ matter ; ~ 
plain begger : the fcorn and contempt .of all men, oo 
molt miferable, and fo died : not to mention, what 
pned tohis wife, andtwo daughters, before he died, 
which no manéan read, without horror, A good an- 
‘fwer, fromfach; For, of another world, and of a day 
of Judgment, che trucit anfwer, no body could expect 
it from-them. This wifdom, it feems, they learned 
from long andpproved experience: except fome of 
them had itimmediately from the Scriptures, which we 
know by many teftimonies, were not altogether un- 


known unto them. And who knows, but thofehor- 
“nations lately committed, in 


rible Sacriledes, and prof 

London, cfpecially , where alfo the rebellion, by tu- 
mults, and feditious Sermons, firlt began, may not, 
through Gods juft judgment, have contributed much, 
to this Jate dreadful, and, in fome refpects, miraculous 
Fire 7 But, this of Sacriledge, by the way only, to give 
fome light. to Herodotus his paflage, in point of Crede- 
and Incredulity, which is out bufinefs, .Forthough 


iy 
it might be a -feafonable fubjet, otherwile, yet 1 
earnedly and fo folid- 


fubje@t, that hath very lately, fo lear 

ly been handled, bya very learned pious man, that to 
meddle withit otherwife, than upon fuch an occafion 5. 
I thould think Idid, (as the Proverb goes ) 
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' HERODOTUS tas { 
one or two notable Thieves 
taken into For Thieves at Robbers 
are men, and as men th 
ferve, if not foob- 
jects of Creduliry and Iucredugit dic 
made, the better to efcape dif 
which fometimes, is hard to do 
mafter them. Witnefs that blec 
3 no Claudius, who didfo 
Huttory ftiles | 
credible thin.) Severus, the Roman Em 
valour and wifdom, inferior unto n 
then when greatelft care wa ‘for 
nfion, durft neverthelefs fe hime 
ror, kifs his hands, talk wich h 
flip, and after this. kee Sof 
in defpight of all means 
could ufe or d iif he 
fae And another in the 
ad two names ) of a. fome ewe 
we he came to Rome himtell 
piers? when , delivered fo 
th was ) to be caft he mae 
ck wi iS 
Generally it was which I 
2 that ‘Opduvd, vy ie 
I may Englifh which, 
the emphafis, That, wh plainly, and not !ofe much 
found, when he was [een, Dy ee 
ken, he could not be not be take 
che not by force or poli ye 
fo at the but by the crea 
nd wary otherwife pitied, 
would truft himfelf to 


« 
t 
* 
4 
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made us al! ha ppy ) 
it ( whom God preferve ) in a Book-fellers thon, 
remember Lhighted upona book, in two Volumes 
tituled, des Larrons, &c, that is, The Hiftr 
of Thieves, in'France, from what time, I know not 1 
am forry I did not buy it it may be, I was not {o well 
furnifhed : which ac that ume, when forced to fella great 
part of my books, could be no difcredir. I look upon 
very uleful fubject, the berter to underftand the 
world ; and if the fame were done of the Thieves of Eng. 
land, {oit were done with judgment and fidelity, which 
fromanordinary hand can hardly be expeted, think 
it Would be well worth the labour. Here it may be ob- 


ferved, that there always hath beena kind of men in the 
world, who naturally, as1 may fay, are fitted witha 


maryellous kind of audacity, to attempt ftrange things; 


and by .a+firange contftellation, or fatality, are atten- 
ded. with luck, and fuccefs. for a long time, at leaft, in 
their boldeft attempts, beyond all imagination, The 
Greeks have many names for fuch kinds of men,as =«w. 
um. myins dadcenr, and thelike ; fome of which have an in- 
timation of fomewhat above men; and if we fhould fay, 
beyond what is fupernatural, ordinarily known, there is 
natiiral kind of poffeffion, notfoknown,; it may 
be there were no great error init. When I lived (fome 
years before our Reftoration ) with Sir fobs Cotton, 
grandchild to famous Sir Kober, ( where, befides chat in- 
efimable Library! known far and near , his noble and 
learned. company, was a daily comfort) I remember well 
Teould tell cheday and the year, but I forbear: chat, as 

we were together by the fire, not long before dinner ; ‘ 

well {fpoken Gentleman, and though not a profefle 
Scholar, yet well acquainted with good learning ; came 
tohim, and made relation of what had pafled at wef 


minfitre 
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Aer-hall, that day, inthe caufe ofa Lady, between 
shat were to depofe for the Lady, exception oh 
soainit one; inthe profecution of which bufinefs, fuc 
things were there publickly, without any reply, decla- 
red againft him, that he had done in England, in France, 
andelfewhere, as inall my reading I could {carce para- 
lel, either for the quality of thethings, or for the fuc- 
cefs, and confidence of the perfon, that he, that had P 
done fuch things, durft. thew himfelf, in apublick 
rt. 
T to return to Herodotws his relations, The firft 
of them ( in his fecond book ) doth confift of | parts, 
The firft and fecond part, the contriving of a {tone in 
the building, that might be taken away at their plea- 
fure, that knew the fecret, whereby they might have an 
entrance into a Treafury-houfe: and the craft, and 
courage of the Son, after his Fathers death, ¢ the Au- 1 
thor ofthe contrivance ) when he was fallen into the : 
trap, without any hopes of getting out; coadvifehis - ; 
Brother, and fellow-Thief, to cut off his head, left he a 
might be known by it; fo far, is credible enough, 
The third part alfo not-aleogether incredible; by fuch a 
device, divers Towns, fome within our memory, have 
beentaken, Butfor the fourth, of the profticution of 
the Kings daughter, andthe manner, how fhe was elu- 


ded; hathtoo much of improbability, and fomewhar q E 
of impoflibility, to be believed true, as Herodotus well g 
judged; whichis more than Ican fay of the fifth, and 


; it being very poffible, in thofe times, and in that 
place, when, and where, fo many brute beafts were 
worthipped for the benefit they afforded unto men ; very 
Pofiible, I fay,that the King fhould apprehend fomewhat 
of aDeity inthat man,that could effed fuch {trange things: 
bis very curiofity, to find the truth of what he fo much 

S$ 3 admired, 


¢ 


Of Gredubity and 7 


admired, might provoke him to do fuch a thi 


enefs of 
thould be the canfe of his 


2 


al 


ofthe Fither-mens riddle, thould’ of 


of much affinity, concerning Thieves who 

tedious digging under ground, did rob oe 
Treafury, which we may wonder at, that any fhould 

fo confi ent, or forefolute, to attempt fuch a thing, in 
fo much improbability (for it was along way, thar they 
were to dig ) of fuccels ; but have no reafon, otherwife 

as fer out and explained by Heredorus, to think it incre 
dible, Thisdigging under ground, puts me in mind of 
the Gunpowder-piot, fuch a Plot, as for the horror and 
immanity of it, I know not whether any Hiftory can pa- 
ralel, But this hath been fufficiently {ec out by others, 
both Papiltsand Proteftants. J have fomewhat to fay of 
it, which ro me feems as horrible almofl, as the Plot it 
felf; what it may do unto others, I know not. I was 
oncein the time of the rebellion, at the table of one, 
that was very great then, but muft not now be named, 
There wasatthe table more than’ one or two, whethet 
Pricfts, or Minifters, rightly ordained, I cannot tell: 
(for, even of them, fome, though not many, did bafely 
cemporizé ) but bytheir habit, and fome other circum- 
flances, of chat fort of people, that were Preachers, in 
thofe days. How it came to be talked of, I know not, 
but talked of it was, Tam fure, and confidently affirm- 
thar there never was any fuch thing really, as the 
Gunpowder Plot, but that it was a Plot of King James his 
contriving, to endear himfelf unto the people, I do 
not remember that my patience was ever more put tot, 
though I never came into fach company, ( which was or: 
often, nor without great neceflit y ) but well ar med Wi 
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patience, 1 did not think fuch Bedlam talk was to be 
anfwered with words, But wanting power, indi 
on made me reply fo much, It was ftrange we *hou 

doubt of it, athome, when Papilts, yea Jefuifts abroad, 
HB had acknowledged it. YetIdeny not, but I have heard 
morethan once, that King James knew of the Plot long 
ind MB before it was publickly difcovered , which if true, dor 

gs take away nothing of the horror and wickednefs of it ; 
be M or of our obligationto God Almighty, for difappoint- 


in ing it, fooner orlater, Butevento much, is more than 
ty Ican find ground for, from. any printed relation, or 
e, more private information, ( tome confiderable ) to be- 
to lieve. But fuch was the antipathy of thofe men, to Mos 
of narchical Government, and their fuccesful rebellion for 
d many years, had fo beforted them witha conceit of be- 

ing the only favourets of Heaven, that by their good 


. will, no man, no people, mutt be believed to have, or to 
f have had any fhare, or portion of Gods mercies, or 
t good providence, ( which did fo eminently appear in that 
deliverance ) but fuch, as were, or had been of their 
owncrew. How wellfuchmen are like to ufe that li- 
berty, which they fue for, when they have ir; I fubmit 
to their judgment, or judgments, to whom it doth more 
properly belong. 

OUR laft fubje@, beforethis fhort digreftion, was 
of Thieves, occafioned by Herodotus his relations; who 
hath had the name among Hiftorians, generally, to be 
the relator of incredible things, The fubjett, it may be 
as either too vulgar or too vile, fome may think not 
fo worth the confideration, Though I be of another 
opinion, myfelf; yet that confideration hath made me 
the fhorter upon it. I thall now the more willingly.pafs 
totheconfideration of fomewhat, that may deferve, I 
am fare, the attention of the moft ferious, if they benot 
‘90 much of the humour of the times, thatis, profelt 
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‘ 204 Of Gredulity and 
Atheifts ; or, which is worfe, fuch, as feem to 


acknowledge a Deity, but as Ep; ; 
not want a fubjec to fcoff, 


in his fecond book, where he treats of matters belong. 


ingunto eLrypt, of one of the Kingsof 

by name, he ath this relation : the 
a Pricit; fo religious, and fo confident in his Gat or 
of his God, whom he ferved, that he made no reckon- 
ang at all of the Souldiers, and Captains, whom his pre- 
deceflors had fet up, and allowed them libera| mainte- 
NANCE, ais gs mot at al fearing, that he 
foould ever needthem. But, how contrarytohis expecta- 
tion, Stnacherib, King of Arabia, and Affyria, comes 
with a great Army to invade his Kingdom; and he, for- 


unto his God; before whofe Statue ( proltrate, you 
aie. fure ) he did weep, and lament, and expoftulate 
with his God, what things ( without his help ) he was 
like tofuffer. That therenpon, his God appeared ur- 
tohimina dream. bid him not fear to encounter his 
enemy, he would provide him affiftants, In conh- 
dence whereof, that Sethon, without any Souldiers, ac- 
companied only with Tradefmen, and Artifans, and 
Court-men,.gr Lawyers; did go out to meet the ene- 
my, and came in fight of them the firft day, before it.was 
night. Whocertainly (though not exprefled by Here- 
detus ) could not but anticipate in his thoughts with joy, 
the fuccefs, and the fruits ofan eafie victory. But that 
very night, faith the Hiftorian, an hoft of field Mice, 
did knaw their Bows and Bucklers, ( their ftrings, I fup- 
pofe )and Quivers, (or Arrows in their Quivers ) fo 
that in the morning finding themfelves defticute of arms; 
having Joft many, the reft run away. So far Herodotus 
I think no man that hath read, in the Scriptures, bot 


in the book of K ings; and in the Prophet Efy, Mi , 


faken by the military men of his Country, had recourfe 


ad 
5 
{} 
Q 
3 
he 
] 
he 
eal 
7 
we 
+t 
4 
>= 
j 


ftory of Eze CIVIL. 
of the few that pious Ki 265 
royal Ci rended by ed by the f expt, but 
y City ha ercaotus ame § 
and in rdly befieged an fal 
himfelf 1 make eing in grea 
man perfon and e refitance ; diftrefs 
many tears and by the did both 
inhis bow/ lamentation Prophet E b 
the thr ¢, (Herodotus addre({s hi [ay, wit 
fed) havin dream, efore the there foread 
sracio ving appeared vifion, (th upon which 
e fhould not words et, fent - | 
An of And thi Car's Chunche ro this eff a 
of the Lord very might fhould do 
man, I fay hundred fo ote in’ the Mice, but the 
but at that hath our {core and fi amp of the 
and hearing read all thoufand 
a : rit it, th 
King Heredia Senacherib, he 
in the Scr Prieft and the of Affjri more 
Exxkias, shat he in Hired King and Pin A 
by the in the Seri shit he fhor ts lo 
and publickly : Let ppbraid need no So 
od,al , and th git himfelf. m ence, 
im n, a mi et re, 
doy time,in ry, in effedt h fame, and 
Of record Ch the fame. A 
Sethon, Ki zekiab Ki ronolo nd 
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obfcure trad; 
and adulterate, 


ke any quettion, by 
from the 


he hath the B; 
Chronolog 


late learned Archbitho his Chronology; nor 


Grotins, upon the place, take notice of it, as de- 
Tived fromthe Bible. Yer Vignier, by many accounted 
the very belt and moft accurate of late Chronologers, 
hath fome intimation to thar Purpofe, that itis poffible 
the e£gyptians might have the firft ground of their fto. 
ry out ofthe Scripture-ftory : and that is all, which to 
me feemeth not poffible only, but certain! But indeed 
Sit Walter Rawleigh, who I hope ftands not in need of 
mine or any mans teltimony, in England; hath gone 
much further, and feems abfolutely to determine it, as 
Ido, And itis very remarkable, that this ftory of Eze 
kiah’s miragulous deliverance, is no lefs than three times 
related at large, inthe Scripture : ( the fecond of Kings 
18. 13. 1/aiah 36, 2 Chron. 32. ) fo careful was the Av. 
thor of ir, that the memory of it might be propagated to 
pofterity. And why thould we not make much of this 
confirmation of it, from the ancienteft of prophane 
ftorians? Efpecially when fome Chriftians have bol } u 


Of Gredality and lneredy 
about one have {een 
hath of the Heatheih an? 
( as Ories thar ufual with them 
Needs ) to detort it my 1 
cure ftories ; may apply Sp 
iS nothing elfe, 
and the event-ofic? Yer I 
| neither at che fame time profels my wonder, thar 
ities — of old, who takes notice of Herodory, his h 
4 nor any of ho bles, concerning Exekigh ai 
a the 
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fd, as Torniellus doth tell us, if not to deny it, yet to 
peal of it very doubrfully ? Now againit Herodotus, it 
it fhould be objected by any, chat he isa fabulous wri- 
er. though fomewhat hath already, and much more 
may befaid, to vindicate his credit; yet in this particu- 
lar, their needs no anfwer at all, Forit is con- 
frmation enough, that in thofe days, when the thing 
hapned, and for along time after, the miracle was ac- 
knowledged, andthe fame of it abroad, though mifta- 
ken, and mifrelated in fome particulars, 
HERODOTUS dothadd, thatto hisdays, Se. 
thon his Statue was to be feenin the Temple of Vulcan, 
holding a Moufe inhis hand. Which Moufe might be 
an ancient Hieroglyphick, fachas are to be feenin that 
famous Tabula Ifiaca, or eZgyptiaca, which once had 
in anentire piece; butisnow, Lhope, to be feen in the 
pubiick Library of the Univerfity of Oxford: exhibited 
in parcels by Pignorins, with explications, In that Table, 
{trange figures of men, and monfters, are exhibited 
holding all fomewhat in their hands; Birds, Flowers, 
Cugs, andI know not what; all which, to unriddle 
certainly, ( for wild conjectures and phanfies, may be 
had) would require a better Oedipus, than any later 
ages have afforded, And it is very probable, which by 
the late Reverendand learned Archbifhop of Armagh 
ishinted, that thofe eZy ptians, Who informed Here: 
dotus, aSf{ame before had them ; took 


2 that Hieroplyphick, the better to countenance their 
ory of that miraculous, iftrue, deliverance afforded to 


their King, by Mice; becaufe of a traditi : 
, by Mice ; on 
— places, in thofe days, that Mice had done tats 
fome where: mentioned by Ariffotle, in 
1s Khetoricks, and by divers others, fince him. Whence 


alfo they write, that Apollo (the Deliverer ) by fending 


Mice, came to be called, becaufe 


the opportunity 


he 


malibus. Wereth 
| (there be ere no other confiderable 
the more, and fome, that have reference? 
a would make me pet this one 
mals a littie: whi 
of more willing to take notice of it, 
ifn incredible thing as, Of a King of 
Jpt, altogether ineredible, yer n 
bable. we have brought itto a 
and facred ftory. 
I SHALL now proceed 7 
thofe great works of which 
and are very particularly defcribed by 
um : which fubject, the great work of thofe ancient 
times, in general; I have obferved to ordinary men 
who know little more, than the things of this age ; or 
have looked into former times, but perfunctorily, isa 
principal obje& of incredulity. I remember I had a 
Speech of Seneca in my Firft. Part, Homine impersto, 
I might Englith it with little alceratign : That man is 
filly man, chat knows no-more, than the things of bis own 
days, or age. However, they chat are well acquainted 
with the ftate and ftories, paft or prefent, of China or 
America, willnot, perchance, have much occafion to 


wonder much, atany thing in the Roman og Perfian 
a orany other, of former times: out of which never- 
3 elefs, I make no queftion, but we fhall produce fuch 
things, which maty, when they fee the evidences, though 


j they will nor know how, or will be afhamed to oppofe ; 


world changed, in thefe parts at lealt, beft known to us, 


from what it hath been, in former times. J remember, 
when 1 wasayoung Student in Oxford, Lknow 
whole 


yet wil! hardly be brought to believe, So much isthe . 
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whofe recommendation, it may be, my own Father’s ;for 
he had a great opinion of it, and publickly profefled it : 
bat fo it is, that I was very bufie upon Apuleins his Apolo- 
th for himfelf: a ferious A pology indeed: for it was for 
is life, being accufed of Magick, before the Governor of 
the place, and anfwered for himfelf in perfon, Happy 
‘herein : for 1 think fcarce any, then living, for clo- 
quence, ( wherein he is much unlike himfelf in all his 
other writings ) wit, and all manner of learning, could 
have performed it as he did; fo that he got off, more 
for his excellent parts, than for his innocency, in that 
particular. But whileft I was upon that book, both with 
delight and admiration , I met with one paflage amongit 
thereft, which I did much ftick at. About the end 
where he doth endeavour to clear himfelf of that which 
among other particulars was laid to his charge ‘that he 
had bewitched a rich woman, toget her lov ’ od by h 
love and marriage, her means amon hi 
he doth anfwer for himfelf. one is th 
wealth was great, (fora private woman of ‘ sl 
andfecon 
looked after, in ha noc 
sheer he pefuadet oth argue, becaufe foon 
of her eftate,to her fons: a 
of her family, that is ( asthe 
Civil Law) part of ber flav a 
ber that the parted with the 3 
and I could not but think af 
one halfat leaft,to her felf 
woman,rich indeed. and fo ac 
man,& fuch a one, as A pules YS 
reafon, being oth maintain,that had no 
years,to defpife him, a young 


man, neither for hj 
is perfon 
of mind, defpicable nor 


‘o- woman, I fay, muft be mi- 
ven, or eight hundred fervants, 
This, 


{trefs of no lefs than 
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gilly t ny evinci th by wri and incredif 
odoubr j ng cir iters of fe; te 
with Achéne tit, Iknow cumftances. everal ages 
Dei if bj ns his teftim not, I thalf that how ratio: or 
ofthe mal ifs, where wi » in bis fixth ntent myfelf 
cients, 1S collecutors, h book of his m 
of them to what ufe they m: by" fpoken 

know very reply : Good f; made of them. Hi by the An- 
Wont to ke well, that the riena, Maflurius. makes one 

and thefe, ome others of many, to the 
labour, as that rich Ni wenky thoufan of h 
attendance their own pr the more 

mi > is, eir T 
written a boo es, Pipmorius orbear, 
it is likely ch k of this argu ca a learned Jtali met f 
will defire. may De fervss, 
chance, of be well fatisfation he 
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magnificence, ea and marti 
ial 

n whole hath been more 
thefe many years. for are now, or have 
. in comparifon of example, but afmall 

this day: I believe iti » a may be a rich {oi 
afford thofe fuppli is, Butto keep | oll, 
ut of Cornto oth ecp it felf, and co 
ially, ( wherein thofe da Countries, to Rome 
and populoufnels confi the greatnefs 

vac one day, than is bs ered, more Corn wa 
faid iggelt of Emrepe take rhe in three or four Citi 
thd five or fix, believe together mi hr 
h of fucha City not exceed ) tober 
or ) I believe is O98 Sicslie’s 
| it, 
: y hi 100000, foot, and partofit, kept a fta alpen 
onfiderable Navy . ‘i; 10000. horfe, befi te ng Ar- 
ofthat name, King of es a very 
of Greetes did eur beyond all invaded 
hold | He did afi a th ring of his bount agination, 
oth them, in all ‘he: Romans, and and munifi- 
even the olencifully if not 
Te rather enemies aginians, in their y: aflifted 
fey re were in that littl otherwife, chan great need 
¢ r fewer, for ns and Cities : ime, above 
racufe, number, But whether 
vagal times. confilted of fi cre two lam 
witnefles, ast et out by T our Citie > 
fo well mirror of ee and fome 
oufnefs oe at that time ) = ( of Greece of eo eye 
magnificence 4 all manner o pecially, 
and Agrigentum, wh umptu- 
en inits 


flow 
HOWEr, mot 
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ght which is record 
nd inhabitants, at . to have had 
ne time; 
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2 
W Of Credulity and Incredslity, 
obferve the fame of divers other 
all things, reported of hy 
or have heard 
card, fince the world, though always 
in efect, yet, in many things, that refer to 
; their actions and fafhions, -and the Civil so. 
of Countries and Cities; hath put on a 
Ce, much different from what it had in moft places . 
do, ‘certainly, muft needs flick at many things, 
a fabulous, and incredible; which others think they 
nave reafonto believe, as certainly, as what shey rea 
in belt Hiftoriangof this, or the former age. and which 
aregenerally believed; and pafs every where, without 
any contradiction.’ Not that I think we are bound; in 
reafon, to believe whatfoever is written of ancient 
times, though byfome approved Authors and Hiftori- 
ans, There isno queftion, but tliey were men, ‘as we 
are: favour, and hatred, and proper inteteft, might 
fway-them roo: fubject to the fame vanity, to magnife 
their relations . their habitation; and Country: what 
theGracians call properly, and (a 
worle vanity ) fo often obferved by Tacitus, that is, 
defire, or pleafure to tell ftrange things, might poffels 


‘them. and whatever elfe men are now fubject unto, 


they might alfo, “But when men of good judgment and 
capacity, write of things, which, ifnot eye-witnefles of, 


yet might very wellbe known unto them: where, nos 
_ onealone, but two or three, 


of feveral Countrie# of 


whom there is no ground of reafon to believe, that they 
blindly followed ne another; not engaged, fo far as 
can be found, or difcerned, by favour or otherwife, 
purpofely co difguife the truth. write and atteft the 
fame thing when chofe things that are written, 
hed by ocher circumitances, and particularities, 
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eof they write, are found to agree 


ne probable enough; though, of 
bable, or perchance incredible add 
though, all not to be expeed always, yet 4 
times; if the Auchors lived in an age, whicn alorde 
many fober and intelligent men ; when good rye 
and noblett arts, did flourifh, which of many Gr tek an 
Roman Hiftorians we know tobe true: in fucha cafe, 
where all or moft of thefe do concur ; 1 fhall afloon bes 
lieve thofe things, that are written by fuch, though one, 
or more thoufand of years have paffed fince, as thofe 
things that are written by the moft approved Author or 
Hiftorian of this, or the former age. 3 
~ WHO would or could believe, chat is not very well 
acquainted with the ftate of the world, in general; and 
of the Romans particularly, that a Citizen of Rome, in 
fome office perchance, andin orderto a greater, buta 
Citizen of Rome, in publick fports and fights, to laftfome 
days perchance, or fome weeks, at moft ; fhould {pend as 
much, as fome great King of our time, his revenues may 
come to, ina whole year? And proportionably, either 
the fame man, or fome other, in buildings, in apparel, 
in feaftings, or the like : which things fingly related, no 
wonder, if they be not believed, they do fo far exceed 
modern examples and abilities, Yer fomewhatin that 
kind was feen inthe days of Henry the Eighth, ( whofe 
{tory is full of gloryand magnificence, till he had taken 
the greateft part of the Churches goods into his hands ) 
when five hundred Carpenters, as I remember, for have 
not the Hiftory by me,& as many Painters, & I know not 
how many other workmen, are recorded to have been 
employed, to build a Tent or Tabernacle, where he 
was to entertain the King of France, not many days, 
if more than one,. The King of France his Pavilin, 
| T all 


age, OF Country,wher 


4 


for other ufes afterwards . wh 


ilding and painting u 

| pon bare boards, could } 

fe ufe, as] conceive, I defire the Reader 

er to relation, in this. for I truft my me- 
Ory, which in fo many years, fince I read thar Hilto- 


TY, Maydeceiveme. But what fhall we fay, to the 


were, having no foundation in the ground, but two 
fingle pins, or hinges, upon which, when they had ta- 
kentheir lading, ( which] cannot conceive could be lefs, 
chan fome hundred thoufands of people :. Univer/us 
Pop. Romanus , Pliny faith , which muft be under{tood 
very favourably, if but.of one, or two hundred thoufand 
men) as cither they clofed, or continued apart, they 
werecoturn into feveral forms, or fhapes, either as 


two diltin® Theaters, or, one pettect 
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all Velvet, might be as coft 

ftance but Perclance, as to the fub- A 

might better be preferved 
I 
dit 

B 
an 
of 

was but Ardilis, none of the greatelt offices 
but indeed greatly allyed; of which Piixy, who was 
4 with the world ; his judgment is, chat 
it Was the coltlieft, and moft magnificent, piece of work, 
that the world ( upon record ) ever faw? His defcripti- 
| onis but fhort, let the Reader judge,, Neither is it ) 
poliible he could miftake, I would not fay inthe valve- 
Dut, in the delcription ofa thing, fo frefh, {0 no- 
q torioully known, whereof the relicks, though they ule at 
§ co continue butfor awhile, did long remain. Buryet 
4 I mult confefs, the next man Curio, who though upon 
» . amother occafion, had an ambition to do fome great m 
: work, for which he might be admired, though not in 
matter of coft, ( for he was not of thar ability) yeti 
his main end, to. caufeadmiration, did inmy opinion go Da 
- beyondhim, He made two great Scaffolds or Theaters, m 
: ith convenient feats, which hung in the Air, as 1 ‘ 
tl 
at 
d 
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Astwo diftint Theaters, in the forenoon: inter fefe 
aver(a: back to back: fo, thac what was done in one 
Theater, could be heard or feen by them of the other : 
diferent Stage-plays being exhibited in each of them. 
But inthe afternoon, ( fol underfland Pl:ny’s, poftreme, 
and, noviffimojam dase: except We fhould underftand it 
of many days ; and that he {peaks this, of the laft day, 
which is not fo probable ) turning about, ( cirzumatta, 
cornibus inter fe coeuntibus) and clofing, they madea 
perfect Amphitheater, wherein, or upon whieh, fen- 
cing-games { gladiatores ) were exhibited; in common, 
now, to thofe, who before had been diftin®, or divided 
fyeGators, of different Plays and Actors. This whole 
wooden frame, or ftrudtare, though it touched no 
ground, - which was the wonder of it, yet couldnot, I 
believe, inclofe, or cover, Jefs than a hundred, or fix- 
fcore Acres‘of ground, Aman would think this could 
not be done, without fome coft: and Pliny faith dire@ 
ly, that Curio was no very tich man ; (nom opibus i 
nis: his-wealth.confifted moft, in plundered 
ted goods ) that is, for a Roman Citizen of -thofe ti “a 
but however, not without coft 
parifon of Scaurus his charge, before ; 
pas ( in fuch trifles, and 
mead ; not great, we mi 
thoufand Carpenters, do we think Kinley 
wore were employed 
undertook fach a piece of work, and 
mifcarrying of any board, plank 
Pliny, Who is very elesant biter! or pin, had any hort ? 
nd witty, upon this fubject, 


doth profefs, he did not know whom to admite more, 


the con “rio 
he confidence of the projectors, or undertakers (Ceri 


nd his prime Carpenter, or Atchitec ) or the madnels 
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it. and fo very lately, Samuel Bochar'us, fuffi- 
soya (though, to me once known very famili- 
arly ) without my recommendation, He is very me 
upon it, and doth very accurately confider the wor $0 
Scripture, that might be objected, But I for my parts 
though I favour Herodotus, and honour the worth © 
them I have named; yet I mutt profefs, I fee not 
sround enough to move me, to be of their opinion. 
W hy was their Laxguave confounded, but to confound that 
they were about, the building of a Tower and City? 
And the Scripture faith plainly, they left off to build the 
City: andis it likely, they were fuffered to finifh the 


Tower, the more daring and defying work ofthetwo: # 


and not more likely, that in the City, the Tower alfo, 
which it is not likely they would begin with, as lefs ufe- 
ful or neceffary, muft be underftood? Some may, with 
Pererins, fuppofe, that what was extant of itin Hero- 
dotus his days, was but part of what was intended, by 
the firft builders, But then a man would chink, had 
they laid a foundation for fuch a height,and the work lefe 
imperfe&. Herodotus, or fome after him, had taken fome 
notice of it; whereas the account we have of the heighe, 
then extant, and to be feen, is rather incredible, than 
i any ground of fufpition, of any imperfection. I 

ould rather think, that the foundation being laid, 
when the work began to rife, and to makefome fhew, it 


interrupted, and in after ages ( not many ages after 


I believe ) brought to that perfection, in which it was to 
be feen in Herodotus his days, Yet again, I muft con 
fefs, that if the platform of the top of this Tower was 
fo large, as to contain a large Temple, or Chappel 


are Herodotus his words, which may 
fignifie either ) it may be not unlikely, that fome 
further or higher ftru@ure was intended, ¢ if 


not this very Temple, or Chappel ) from the 


T 3 begine 


in things CIVIL: 297. 


4 


7 


2 : 
pinning, ifthebuildershad not been interranrad 
that in the conclufion, Ithink th 
fotit. a8 it. thik this be as much faid 
the very Tomer of the Scri Herodotus, was 
the ipture, Should an man ob- 
#yject, the long continuance of it) foniteen h 
as Pereriss doth caft it, from. the firft 
time, for fo higha ftru@ute. it wi! dn 
he | €; it will be anfiwered, that 
the Pyramsds of ( a8 great, or sreatét a miracl 
in thy judgment, all things confidered. than th; Toon 
was ) havealready ftood twice ds long and im Tower 
cafe, according ro the beft acconnt we have of 
{tand fome thoufand years, if the world laft {6 long, 
- AN D by the way, Jet tis take notice that the account 
Hirod,tis, fulltwo thoufand years ago, bath given of 
thefe Pyramids, is yet mot followed by them, in our 
days, chat have had che turiofity to view them ; and the 
skill withal, as able Mathematicians, and Geographers, 
to examine every circumftance of his defcription, with 
atcuratenefs, We may therefore the better believe him 
in the account he he of other great works, extant in 
his days, which himfelf, not trufting the relation of 
others, had the curiofity to view, that he: might fatishe 
himfelf, and pofteritythe better. As firft, his account 
of that miraculous Lebjrinth, which, he faith himfelf, 
though he judged the Pyramids, when he firlt faw them, 
fat to exceed whatever was moft admired inGreece, as 
the Temples of Ephefw, Of Samus, or.the like: yet the 
Labyrinth, he thought, went beyond even the Pyra 
gids, That Labyrinthy where he faw ‘twelve great 
Halls, with a mulcitude of Pillars, and {tone roofs, A 
chouland five hundred rooms above ground, he faw; 
and ds many, he was told, and believed, under ground, 
aniwerable ro the others: but rhofe he was not admitted 


6 (ee, aS repofitories for the body of the Kings, the foun- 


ders of the Labyrinth ; and Some facred, or confecrated 0 
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Out of the rocms, ( sixeusrr ) he pafled in- 


) chambers, out of chambers into ( ) 
and other Halls : fo that he was 
heprofeffeth, with thefight, above meafure, The walls 
that inclofed the Labyrinth, were engraven with many 
figures, and at the end of the Labyrinth a Pyrams, 
adorned with variety of Animals. Truly, 1 make no 
quéftion, but there was enough, really, to be feen, to 
ravith him, or any man, that had feenit. Yet wemuft 
remember, that he was in a Labyrinth, and mIgut eafily 
lofe humfelf in his reckoning + befides, that his very ad- 
miration and attonifhment, might make him lets able to 
obferve fo diligently, as otherwife he might have done, 
And that his leaders and informers, the e4gyprian 
Priefts, who knew the certainty, might of purpofe, to 
make their miracle more miraculous, (asthey didin 
their years, and fome other things ) add fomewhat, is 
very poflible. This may be thought, and not impro- 
bable: yet we may not conclude from bare probability, 
that fo itiscercainly. Now to fay, that after this Le 
byrinth, he faw the Lake, called the Lake of Marios, 
which he yet admired more, than all he had feen befere, 
as himfelf doth profefs, to fome may found like a fable : 
itdoth not fo tome: who am very confident, that the 
defcription he makes of it, is very according to 
the truth of what he faw, with hisowneyes. The fame, 
Imay fay, of all thofe other ftrange things, which ei- 
ther of babylon, or any other place, are recorded by 
Herodotus, as certain and true; all, or moft, attefted 
by fome others, and by later Chronologers, nor quefti- 
oned ; though to many, who by what they now fee, or 


isto be feen, judge only, 1 doubt incredible. 


_ BUT I may forget my felf, and whileft I tell of 
ftrange things, that were once," pafs by the miracles of 
our time, that are now, to be feen, Such is Conobiom 
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280 Of Credulity and Incredulity; 


Laurence his Hofpital,in Spai 
INS CO Bertins,a learned Geographer, his 
Truly, J fhould think fo of ir, by his defcripti- 
for his teltimony, the words are very 
exprels.Opus ud praftantiffimis nobiliffimi/g. operibus, 
quevsl extant nfquam, vel unguam fucrunt, adnumeratyr 
9x: cum judicio /petl are nova, vetera conferre 
queamt, This is more than I have heard of it, by any Tra- 
vellor ; yet not more,than may very well be true,For itis 
4 true oblervation of P/iny,both of great wits, & of great 
works : clariora,alia,majora there be any othet 
fuch great work of our times, which Ido not mention, it 


is not, becaufe I dote upon antiquity, but becaufel know 


if NOC; not my partiality,but my ignorance,Neither am] 
ofthat opinion, that all great,or coltly works,deferve trv- 
ly to be admired, but fuch only,as are as profitable,(pub- 
lickly )as they are great : or fuch at leaft,as for their beav- 
ty and magnificence, are fo ravifhing, that they teach us 
withal, lefs to admire ordinary petty fights, and objeds, 
which vulgar fouls are fo taken with, If Arifforle may be 
heard (1 hope hie will,when men return to fobriety ) that 
isteuelt magnificence, and deferving higheft commendati- 
on,which is beftowed upon the Gods,as in the erection of 
magnificent Temples,and the like : not becanfe they need 
it; but the better to fet out their majefty,unto men: and 
next unto this, that magnificence,which 1s beneficial unto 
the people.So he.Not to mention the Temple, confilling 
- of one Ri the roof excepted,which Herodotus doth tell 


as of, not without fome admiration of it: he tells ns of a 


and miraculous edifice,hewn out of a rock,confilting 
* fimple ftone; which to trans‘er from Elephants. 
wa, the native place of it, to Sai, where 
of eAgypt, did appoint it to be placed, fora rareug 
two thoufand expert mariners were employed, for the 
it, 


~ 


pace of three years. Herodotys, Leonfels doth tell us of 
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; » admiring: which 1 profefs, of all great 
read of” I leaft admire, except it 
‘athis prodigious vanity and prodigalicy, who wae 

beftow fo much money, upon fo idle a work, Asi a 
man abounding with wealth, would be at the charge of 
removing ( ifit canbe done) fome great rock, fuch a 


rock as Hooky-rock in Sommerfet/ire 1s, confifting of . 


many concamerations 3 wherein, when I was there, I 
obferved fome ngs which I thought, and {till think, 
might deferve confideration, as well as many things, 
which make much more noife: fucha rock, I fay, to re- 
move it, fromwhence it ftands, to fome place, many 
miles diftant. Butlfaid, ificcanbe done. Archime- 
des, 1believe, or he that undertook to cut the great 
mountain Arhos, into the form of a man, which fhould 
have born in one hand a City of 10000. inhabitants, and 
inthe other, a river, emptying it felf into the Sea, if 
Alexander would have fet him on work , would have un- 
dertaken it, and for ought I know, brought it to pafs, 
if any man would,or could be at the coft.But to what end 
I pray? Only to fhew unto the world, that he can caft 
away fo much money upon nothing, and yet continue 
rich: which I fhall fooner believe, than either wife, or 
truly magnificent. 

IT is time that I fhould have done with+ Hero- 


aotws, Yet to end in fomewhat that may be more 
pleafing, or more confiderable, at leaft, than this 


laft of the great ftone; he hath one ftory, that I 
neither know how to deny, being a {tory of his 


own time, or little before, and which I do not find 
contradicted by any other; nor yet very well how to 


It is concerning Pyrhias, the Lydian. neither 
King nor Prince, nor any thing elfe of either power, 
Or authority, that I can find; but only a yery rich 


private 


believe. 


| 
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Credality and Yicredulity 
Wwateman, What authority he ha | 
flaves and fervants, which 


Is it credible. as is reported of him by Herodotus, that 


could be fo rich, as to entertain Xery 
to mvade Greece, and all his 
therein confifls the incredibility of the thing 

pe of which Army, according to the moft con- 
tracted account that we have of it, is almoft incredible. 
Though Herodotus fay, and Yerxes‘feem to 
acknowledge as much ; yet Lwould not be fo precife, as 
to prefs the words rigoroufly, We wil fick abare his 
Sea-forces, many frundred thoufands : and of the Land- 
, that marched with him, ‘we may abate many 
ids, and ftill leave him divers hundred thou- 


fands: four or five, atthe leaft. Thefe, fo many, Py- 
thias did entertain, at hisown charge, how many days 
Tknow not, becaufeit is not expreffed : but believe, 
More than one. Befides this, he did offer, the fry 
tells us, co Xerxes, in ready money, as a voluntary 
comtribution towards the jaw. ig of his Army, in gold 


and filyer ready told: fo much, as comes by Jearned 
Breremcodhis catting, ( which fhall not take upon me 
to examineat this time ) to 3375000. Exghjs pounds, 
and this.according to the lefs valuation of talents, as him- 
felfdothtell us. But he miftakes, when he faith, Py- 
hii Bithinis opes, SO much he did offer unto Xerxes: 
his wealth, as himfe!fprofeffed, did confift in his lands, 
which in that fumme are not at all valued. It may be, 
he did offer this to Xerxes, as Seneca did his eltate (not 
fefs I dare fay, if not much greater ) to Nero, to fave his 
life, which he feared was in danger, by it. And truly, 


as it fared with the one, fo with the other. Every my 


knows, out of Tacitus, how nobly Zere refuled Sene- 
ae offer; and how much more, as he profeffed, he 


thoug he him worthy of, Bucat lait, and it isa 
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ahether Seneca had not given fome cccafion, whileft he 
did defire to prevent it, he was commanded to die ; but 
indulged the choice of his death, Xi rxes anfwered P)- 
hia as nobly, and becaufe there wanted fome thou- 
fands, to make the fum that Pythias had offered him, 4 
round perfeé& fumme, according to the calculation of 
thofe days ; Xerxes madeup, what it wanted, and bad 
bith keep it all, Butcthen afterwards, when Pyshias Was 
an humble futor to him, that of five fons of his, that 
followed him, he would be pleafed to difcharge the eld- 
eft, to look unto his Fathers affairs ; Xerxes, asaright 
tyrant, fell into a rage, and had that Soncut in two 
that the Army on both fides, as they pafled by might 
havea fight of his body, (or one half, at leait ) to be 
aterror unto others, Yet, co fpeak truth, 1 do not find 
that he took away any of his money, or soods . bet for 
the good that he had done, fpared, as he profeffed his 
life, and hisfour fons, that remained, befides his elFate 
I HAVE been the more willing to make ufe of H 
rodotus for inftances, becaufe of the refpe& I bea rs 
on 7 becaufe the times ind Hifto- 
doth write of, haye more relati 
more light to the Scriptures, 
or Hiftory doth, But Herodstus was not my b G ce? 
but this, that different times and ages of th , a 
many things tofeem ixcredible. and not 
but in very deed, impc/fible : which have fo 
very po/fible and of Goch Gach en ormeri 
underftood, atany time age, if weil 
works, great fights, have hitherto b tee great 
our inftances, and examples, which 
might have afforded. it hath not inex pir 
chotee, or patticuldy end. ¢ een, without fome 
that the world is grown vain. fi 
, lince I am grown old; 


which is 7 
iS noted by.many, as a vice or reproach of old age, 


Had 


apt Co degenerate from the 
the end of their making;be 
fin, by the difobedience of our firft Parents, 

the world, and made it unto vanity, 
efore it hath been fo, and will be fo, gene- 
alty,38 long as the world doth lait; yet fince in the wort 
times, and moft corrupted Places, fome there have been, 
and will always be, more or fewer,that have been, though 


forthemfelves, and Others, ftrivin againtt it; 
may not I hope, that even now, in the croud of 
dies and Gentlemen, oing the broad way, as faft as. 
they can ; who have fixed their admiration hitherto, and 
cirambition, in their modes the invention, common- 
ly, of fome leud Taylor, or phantaftick Courtier ) and 
Safoions ; the pomp and gandinefs of the world ; that 
evenamong them, who for want of better education, in 
thefe ubbappy times, areas proud of their Patches and 
Pedlers-ware, as fome wou'd be of Crowns and Diadems , 
or fome noble atchievements for the publick good: when 
they fee, or learn by fuch inftances, how vile and vulgar, 
thofe things are, whichthey fo much admire, and doat 
upon, which often fall to the thare of the unworthieft of 
men : fome may begin to think, there is, certainly, fome- 
what elfe, whereintruehonour, and glory, and felicity 
dothconfift; andchar Godand Naturehave not 
them capable of highe!t contemplations, to think 


caufe it hath been fo always, 


not alrogether free themfelves, yet fenfible, and earnelt-- 


Of and Increduliyy 
) never read an thi Vs 
4 We read in the thing ing of the old world but wh 
though it cannor Chapter of the p, 
ed others, inthis kind + ted, ‘that fome ages have <r 
me think thar Inds yer I find enough there. to 
wordly wonder at dny thing: in Point Of 
iS Sreat folly, Bur ‘hie, + 4S NEw and never feen before 
muilerate the bind, argument to Me, not to com- 
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andSilver, Silks and Sattins, and what depends of them, 


hat with- 
ebeft of things? To this end, though fomew 

the of long feeking, where there is fo rey 
variety, hath been brought : yet let me add, thatofa 
have read inany Greek or Latin Author, I do notre 
meniber any thing more effectual, to make a man that 
hath any thing of a man in him (a rational, { mean, and 
ingenuous creature ) more fenfible of the vanity of all 
wordly pomp and glory, (fuch efpecially, as this age 
doth afford ) than what Polybins, of all Hiftorians, the 
mott faithful and ferious, in thofe Fragments of his, firft 
fer out by Fulvins Urfinus, doth relate of Antiochus his 
pomp and magnificence, in publick fights and entertain- 
ments, at Daphne, a fit place for fuch excefs and riot, 


The occafion of which, was, afrolick or vanity, to out- 


brave e£mil, Panlus, General of the Romaxs, who had 
exhibited fome games in Macedonia, not long before con- 
quered by them. Had Antiochus done it of purpofe, by 
his example, toteach mencontempt of worldly pomp ; 
for whileft his fervants fervants, by thoufands ina com- 
pany, road in Chariots, andupon Horfes, all deckt with 
Gold, and Silver, and Purple, and whatfoever is moft 
precious,in the account of men , himfelf rode by, meanly 
attired, upon an ordinary Jade, and did, at the fame 
time, perform many vile offices; but, had it been, I fay, 
to fhew his contempt of worldly pomp, he might have 
been thought an admirableman, But the truth is, that 
What he did, he did it as a mad-man; which, with fome 
other fuch pranks, got him the name of Antiochus the 
mad, and in his affeted perfonal vulgarnefs, had no 
other end, but that he might be the more admired, 
and lookt upon, But miffed of his end, when the 
{pectators of all this bravery, for above a month 
(for fo long it lafted) notwith{tanding that their 
bellies, with no lefs coft, than their eyes, had been 


fed 
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fed. of 
both in their eyes and 
are the pleafures this world affordeth 
laft, to defpife, firft his Perfon, then his 
Orfook him. 1 with “my felf fo good an 
man, ( for there’s no great difficulty inthe Greek 
were able to tranflate the whole narration in 
Proper Engiifo, which without more knowledge of the 
world in matter of pomp, and saudinefs, than Lhave 
, can hardly be: 1 cannot but think, that it would do 
ood. But, left this mi 
good. But, leit this might be looked upon, not fo 
much as an argument of exceflive, or incredib/e wealth; 
which I muft not forget-my primary intention, as of ex. 
traordinary madne/s, which, as before faid, got bin 
thar firname of Axtiochus the mad: 1 would have the 
pomp of Prolemau, firnamed Philadelpbus, who wasa 
Prince of credit, joyned with ic: both to be found in 
one book, Arhenens his fitch of his Despno/ophifts: part 
arg ~ bius, and part out of Calkixenes, an Hiftorian 

OF snails in fare and feafting, not ufed by Kingsand 
Emperors, which ( except we fhould put down the 
fumms of the expences, as caft up by others to our 
hands) might feem lefs incredible ; but of ordinary Ro- 
grant, Uhave had no inftances, becaufe-there is fo mtich 
ofit, inall kind of writers, that though they chat ateal- 
together illiterate, may wonder and not believe ; yet 

chey that have looked into them, but fuperficially, wi 
eafily believe any thing, that can be but thous" poflible. 
For certainly chere is no kind of excefs, in that particu- 
jar, chat the whole earth ( then known ) could afford, 
bur hath been cried, and was, in thofe days, ordina- 


i UT I muft do Herodotus fome right : out of whom 
Arhenaus doth relate, that one Smindycides, Sybar- 


rb, for their 
tat, ( noted every where, unto a Prove fuxury ) 
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luxury ) did carry along with him, where he hoped to 
{peed for a wife for his Son; Cooks for all forts of meat, 
athoufand, which, by e&lian, 1s increafed to three 
thoufand , whereof athoufand Cooks, a thoufand Fgsl- 
coners, anda thoufand Fifbermen. Whereas in Herede- 
tws, no fuch thing isto be found, either of Cooks, or any 
other company ; but this only, that among others, who 
appeared {uitors to Clifthenes, for his daughter Agars- 
fia, (who though no great Prince, entertained them 
all, in a moft Princely manner) this Smindyciaes was 
one. Now if Heredotms wrote no more, I think they do 
him wrong, who impofe that upon him, which hath too 
much ofimprobability, even of thofe times, to be belie- 
ved. Or ifhe wrote fo indeed, ( not probable to me ) 
yet even fo, fome right wedo him, to perfect his Text : 
though Iam fomewhat confident, that if he did write any 
without his ordinary provifo, in 
fo improbable ; 

bab kine Pr sp (uch a thing was reported, 
| ave {poken of many things, which to fome, (I 
i fo more than once ) might feem 
had madeanend. But! remember my felf 
chat we live in an Ifland, as other Iflands are, compaf- 


fed with the'Sea: the chief glory and fecurity whereof, 


i i wooden walls, commended unto the Athens- 
a2. y , Oracle, when Xerxes invaded the land , good 
,and expert Mariners, And God be thanked, I 
raph no Nation of the world, but will yieldro 
of Shige the precellency of that glory, in point either 
diore or Men: God continue it. Butthough, for 
fi ae which is the principal end of Ships ; we 

ra emes precellency ofany that are, or have been 
i es ages 5 yet in point of credibility, which is our 

aie they are greatly deceived, who think there ne- 

€ greater or fairer Ships, than thofe that have 

been 


» 
bad 
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alll 
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Of Gredality and 
cen in thefe later times, fince Nay; ation hath been 

fo much improved by the difcovery of dist na the 
om i not known to former ages, of always turn- 
mee eNorth, Ifthey limited it, for fervice of war 
OF song journeys, Tfhould not be againf it. But fo; 
greanels, or fumptuoufnefs, what comparifon? Let 
defeription of two Ships, built by Philopator, King of 
ety by able Authors, who were eye-witnef- 


fes 

defcription of a later Ship, built by Hieron, King of Sy- 
racufe, before {poken of ; concerning which, one Afo- 
ebiem, Wrotea particular Volume ; the truth of which 
defcriptions made by skilful men, eye-witneffes; when 
fo many thoufands, who had feen them, were able and 
ready to attelt, ortocontradi@, as they fhould fee oc- 
cafion; no man can rationally doubt of: Jet them be 
read, andI think I maybe allowed, by thofe that have 
read chem with any judgment, to fay; that the leaft of 
thofe Ships, might be bigger than any ten ( it mightbe 


’ “trae of twenty, for ought I know) of thofe Spanifp 


Ships, which in Eighty Eight, appeared like fo many 
Caftles. put together; and exceed the coft of them too. 
I fay the leaft ofthem: which, as I take it, was King 
Hieron’s Ship : which had this above the two others, that 
it was made for ufe of war alfo,. And let meadd, 
make a queftion, whether any Ships now, or lately 
made, carry any piece of Ordnance fo prea as to do. 
chat annoyarice, that fome Engines of that Ship, made 
by Archimedes, that noble Ingeneer, as they are there 
defcvibed, coulddo, If Ihave exceeded in my valuati- 
ons, or proportions, I defire to be pardoned. Thad no 
snrention, 1 am fure thofe chat are better 
fach thitgs, may foon findir, and correét my 
which {fhallthank them, And itis to be note | 
this Ship of King Hieron, was built only for 2 P 


ides them, ,how: many thoufands ) or the 
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one of the Kings of may 
atthe wealth, and magnificence of that 
the extent of land, over which he reigned, er = 
ed. But many fuch Kings there were in thofe days, eve 
offingle Towns, or Cities, very rich, and fome, ve 
potent, And whereas one of the Ships made by Philo 
pator, is reported, or recorded rather, to have 
ed forty feveral ranks, or rows of rowers, ona fi e, tie 
one above the other ; which fince that, Ships of 8. or 
10, or 12. rowers, fomehave thought could hardly be 
made, to be ferviceable, willbe thought by many, not 
poflible, and therefore incredible ; all chat I can fay to it, 
which Lam fureI can, is, that had my Father ( of BI.M.) 
his Commentaries upon Polybias, upon which he beftow- 
eda great part of his life, been finifhed and Printed, he 
would have made it clear, how it might be, and anfwer- 
ed all objections : And it isfure enough, thatthe inven- 
tion of many things prad@ifed by the Ancients, through 
ignorance of former times, now thought impoflible, 
is loft. Though I deny not however, that 1 alfo be- 
lieve, that fucha vaft Ship could not be much fervice- 
able. Ardthe rather, becaufe Livy doth mention one 
that had been Philip's, King of (Wacedonia, which was 
of fixteen ranks, ( Quam fexdecim ver{us remorum Age- 
bant fo big, he faith, that ic was almolt unufeful, The 
tory faith, thae vaft Ship before fpoken of, had to 
the number of 400. rowers, and fouldiers, ro the num- 
ber of 2850. © All which is attefted by Plutarch alfo, 
in his Demetrius. All thefe, in the out, or open pla- 
ces of the Ship. How many more, in that numerous 
ample buildings and edifices of thé faid Ship, which 
though neither Ashenens, nor by Plutarch 
ipecified or’ particularized ; yet by that defcription 
of the two other lefler Ships, we have in Arhenave, 
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May Provably guefs at: how ma 

ildings might contain, I fay, th 
Many More, as all the reft put together: which will 


the number of fome cOnfiderable towns, But 


Plutarch doth add, that this Ship was built more for 


thew, thanany fervice: and that it 
the place, where it was ‘built, 


large 
lieve, 


and difficulry. The biggelt or longeft Maft ‘of one of 


thefe Ships, which was looked u | 

Whi aS a great provi- 
dence, by ‘the difcovery of. a Shepheard, aos ound, 
@ mit wie that is, In fome mountains of Brita: 
» NOW Emland: if chat reading could be warranted, 
UE CANNOL mis much more probable, 


ifmot certain. For which, good reafons. are given by 


Jearned.men, Not therefore for much fervice, 1 fay, 
fuch vaft Ships: yer in the account Athenans doth give 
us, Of Philadelpbus his ftore, or provifion of Ships, he 
doth mention Ships of 30, 20. and 14. rows, which cer- 
tainly were intended for ufe. But I have done with this: 
And yet now we are upon Ships, fomewhat of our times, 
ornot long before, for the ixcredsbility, befides ufetul- 
nefs, iftrueand real, may deferve to be taken notice of. 
That aBoat, not to be funk by any tempelt, in all we- 


thers, very nimble and ferviceable, may be made, ifwe 


may believe Fiorananty, notwith{tanding his ufual crack- 
ing and vapouring, we may believe it true. But of the 
two, Ifhould givemore credit to Trithemins, that learo- 
ed Abbot, who doth name the man, by whoma book 
or difcourfe was publifhed in Print, wherein fora hun- 
dred thoufand Ducats, he did offer, firft the Pope, 
centins the VIII, then the Venetians, and laftly che Genw- 


exiles, (fo I.remember was the gifcovery of the New. 


World. for the price or charge ofa very {mall Navy; 
offered to dives Palate, who did but laugh at it, but 


repented it afterwards ) to teach them the naar a 
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unoffenfable ( if I may fofpeak } toall dangers of 
ich ( or by fome other 
if Ships ready to fink, might be preferved, and any ¢ 
TF out of the bottom of theSea, eafily recovered, The lofs 
t WF ofthis invention, or inventions, when to be had and 
M @ purchafed at fo eafiearate, Trithemius doth feem very 
+ ferionfly tocondole, as though he really believed it: if 
of init, he had not a refpect to himfelf more, who promi- 
fed fuch mighty things, which fhould have made the 
world happy, >but never came to any thing, but to bufie 
* Hi diftempered brains, or to diftemper theirs, which were 
found before. 
BUT fince Exgland asan Mland, gave me this occa 
of Ships, which though true, may feem ftrange and 
incredible: Iwill take this occafion, to tell fomewhat 
that Ihave read of Exg/and, which may jultly feemas : 
asTam fure, it is falfe, and ridiculous; but 
that the occafion of the miftake ( difference. of .cuftoms ) 
may be confiderable, to prevent the like’ of another 
Country, .In Ortelius, or (Mercator, 1 know not 
which, but oneofthe two, J am very confident, fome 
Greek Author, or Hiftorian, {peaking of England, gives 
a reafonable good account of it, as | remembers for it 
ismany years fince I read it; but a reafonable good ac- 
count fay, otherwife butthis, moft falfly that they 
make their wises common to their guelts. fo falfe, 
that to go about to refute it, were ridiculous, if not 
fcandalous. Yet they that know the fafhions of other 
Countries, in the Eaft efpecially, where tolook upona 
woman, that pafleth by, veiled; orto lookup, if any 
be atawindow, or in a Balcone, is the caufe of death 
unto many: where a man. may -be acquainted, and in 
dealings, with another. man ; often go to his houfe, 


ut with anot| 
‘4 eat and drink with him, and yet not know, not fo mach 
asdare, to enquire, whether‘he havea wife 


U2 miy 


| 
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may acquit the Author ofthat falf- report; from any 


and bred:in one of thof 
fimplicicy, Or want of iad 


was acquainted with: who might himfelf 
n fuch ‘ordinar 
uted in England, anf fome other Countries, ta 
‘been once inufe, even among Chriftiads, when 1 be- 
lieve chaftity, and continency ‘was not lefs in requeft 
than it is now in any place; but indeed fo.-unhandfom, 
and uncivilorherwife, in ‘my judgment, ( worthily con- 
demned both by the laws of fundry Heathen Princes, and 
by the: Canons of the Church ) that I will not:fo much 
as namic it. 
BUT ifthis man have done England wrong againh 
his willy upon falfe fuppofition, ,1 know no how to ex- 
I believe ; who have en- 
deavoured to perfwade the» world, Englifh men 
were born with tails, fuch as brutes have-.naturally or, 
indéed, how to excufe.him, who though he would not 
feem to give credit coit,. yet {peaks fomewhat doubrfully 
of it, Newt Deus, &c. when he could not but know, 
that ic was’a bafe, ridiculous untruth, the device of 
fome Popifh Fanaticks, ( much like the calumnies of our 
Proteftant Fanaticks, and, of late, wicked: Acheilts, 
againftthe Church, and the Clergy ) which no fober 
man would givethe hearing to. True it is, that Poly- 
dere Virgil, who long lived in England, in his Hiftory of 
England, (as Delrio doth obferve ) did write fomething 
of the people of one Parifh in Kent, which he would 
have,‘ to have hapned unto them, asa miraculous judg 
ment, for fome affront offered by them to Thomu 0 


Becket his Horfe, as he paffed by: and it is 


| in- 
JUNCPICS, Ww ich did not know b 
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‘ck reproach of Jong-tails, railed 
mentioned in the Hiltories ot 
England, might be fome occafion of that foolifh report ; 
or, to {peak more properly, tale. But Polydore doth 
add, that they had beenall gone long, and extinct, to 
whom this hapned, De/rie makes doubt, whecher 
he {peaks this of a truth, or in favour to the Nation. 
God knows, faith he: and adds, The reproach ss paffed 
upon the whole Nation, and doth yet continue among bold 
people, who will adventure to fay.any thing, whether irae 
or falfe, But, if true, ( Delrio Goes on) will, Tooker 
might have done well, to aferibe to his LQucen that vertue 
alfo, 8c, abafe fcurrilous jeer, for which the Jefuit de- 
ferved to lofe his ears, co teach him, and others, to 


Queensare. Butthe quarrel is: This Will: Tooker, 
Wrotea book, it feems, ( Lhave it not.) De Strum: 
whereby he doth afcribe to Kings and Queens of Ex:- 


land, apowerderived unto them by latvtul fucceffion, 

on Healing, cc, Ifthe deny itto the Kings of France, 

iy 3S Laurentins doth lay it vo his charge; or derive their 

ot Power, from Enzland, Ithink he wastooblame, And, 
Lanrentizs, and {ome others, ( Sennertms among others) 

ly 

7 100 blame alfo,who writing of that fubject, would appro- 


of Priate it to che Kings of France: [remember well, that 
when I was inthe J/le of weight, being earneftly invited 
‘ thither by fome of the chiefeit of the Ifland, 7 though 
then, under acloud, for their Loyalty ) I was’ told of 
{Ome extraordinary cures done by Charles the Firft, 
Cfince a Martyr ) whileft he was a Prifones there ;. 
noc only upon fome that had the Kims Evil, (aS 
we call ic ) but upon fome others alfo, who 
* boured of other difeafes, Which, if true, , aad 
f certain, (as, becaufe told me, by perfons - of. qur- 
| lity, 1 am. apt to believe.) it is;.pity,,.it fhould 
3 | | not 


make fo: bold with perfons fo facred, as Kings and - 
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; if | 


becaufeof late, fince | | 


ent miracles to canonize him: and 


ey th 
cannot yet be converted from their 


(I may now add, Ath?ifes ) by either ink 
of them, chat though onérofe from the dead, yr an An- 
| did appear unto rhem from Heaven, they would not 


be converted, or believe. 


may fay 


HITHER TO, fince the examination of Epicure 


his late Canonization, tending to the un- 
dermining of all piety and godlinefs ; our chief bufinels 
hath been by fundry inftances, rationally difeuffed, to 
rectifie the of many: aff tending to the vin- 
ditation of rrxth, wherein the happinefs mati, and the 
honour of God, is fo much concerned. Now though 
the clearing of one of the ivo' contraries, muh needs 
( as before faid ) imply the ilJaftration of the other alfo: 
yet the betrer toacquit our felves, Jet us confider of rap 
belief allo, and {o what means, or cautions fome inftan- 
ces of chat alfo, will afford us, to prevent ic, Not, that 
we may never be deceived, for whichI know no reme- 
dy, whileftwe continue men, bur to believe 
a remedy much worfe, and more pernicious chan t 
difeafe’: but to prevent, as I faid before, belief, 
which is ail, that humane prudence doth pretend unto. 
- What Lobferved in the Firth Part, upon thofe words of 
St. Auyuftine, that, Multa credibilia, falfa, &c, 
hete be temembred alfo, That all men are Lyars, “is the 
fpeéch of one, whe could not lye, or be deceived, in 
what he defivered abfolutely, in che authority of a Pro- 


d, 


© 


rs 


= 


not be more k 

(ih If 

little conv ranger’'to new books and 

| know it i with thole that ] have tha 

cou if trve amd Certain, We 

mitacies his-book are {i fic. 

t 
0 
a 
\ 


in things CIVIL. 295 

rie was in bis hafte, ( his own confefiion ) that he faid if 

or impatiency, that made him to | 
thofe words, J am cut off from before thine eyes, 


hhe lived and reigned many years after thar, ty 
This night be faid, had Sc. Pani the Apofile, made | 
a general application of the words, to all men. But i 
granted that all men in fome fenfe, or other, are /yars, | 
yet that fome men, accounted otherwife fober, & ferious, i= 
fhould, with much labour, devife and ftudy lyes, not for 
any profit they hope to reap byt, but only for the plea- 
fure of deceiving others, and to triumph, asit were, in 
their error and ignorance, or rather in the common ca- 
lamiy of mankind, this-would hardly be believed, by | 
a them efpecially, who are more ingenuous ‘themfelves, | 
had notall ages afforded fome pregnant But 


though fome might doit fo, meerly, as we have faid,; | 
yet other confiderations might move others to do the | 
fame thing, befides what we have faid, or what is moft 
common and ordinary, gainor profit. Ifa man be paf- 
fionate for a caufe, his religion, his friend, his Coun- 
try, his.trade, or calling; all thefe, or any of thefe, 
: may induce him, to devife lyes, or frauds; which in 
that cafe, for a publick end, fome men account no lyes, 
or frauds, but a meritorious a@&, Which yet might have 
more colour, when it is done fora publick good, which li 
feldom doth happen : whereas for a little vain-glory, | 


an imaginary title, to advance the honour, and reputa- 
tionofa tongue, ofa town, of a family, or the like, it 
hath been done by fome, without any regard at all of tf 
their own fhame or confcience, or forecaft of the iffue, _ 
_ which probably may prove contrary to what is intended, 
or expected; fhame and ignominy, inftead of honour i 
and glory, when fuch bafe means are ufed to procure it. | 


What a world of. lyes and counterfeit books, monu- 


Ments and evidences, the conceit of pie frawdes, in for- ! 
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mer times did produce - } | 
led and deceivd have’ been pul. 


not heard? Which kind of 
Or .-counterfeir 
ts and evidences, astheyareable to 


ments, Civiland Ec 

might be proved : many nance 
more noble, or more advanta fel 
beable to defcry and th 
fatisfaGtory proofs, to affert what and by good and 
But a work of great difficulty, whic ae fincere, 
fect knowledge ofthe learned tongues of Reecrwiech 
without being well acquainted with the pada ~ 
Hiftorians only, but others alfo. ofevery 
earned and unlearned, is not attainable ) of fathions an 
cuftoms, and all antiquity : befides a good jud 
wiehout which nothing can be done, in 
other ufeful work. They therefore that would reduce 
all learning, to natyral experiments ; or at leaft, would 
have all learning ( not to {peak of them, who account all 
other, alcogether ufelefs ; who I doubt are not few ) re. 
gulated bythem, and thofe that profefs the trade, whe- 
ther meer Empiricks, or others ; how well they pro- 
vide for Religion, the peace and tranquillity of publick 
Eftates, the maintenance of truth, whether in matters 
Civil or Ecclefiaftical; and what will be the end of fuch 
attempts, ( without any difparagement of any thing that 
isdone, in England, or out ot England, for the further 
difcovery of Nature, which I honour, as much as any can 
do, beit fpoken ) but as fome men project it, and give 
it out, will be the end, fuch men cannot, 
or will got, yer all wife men may eafily forefee, and is 
no difficulc {peculation. But to go on. There 1s not any 
body I think, who deals in Jearning, who hath not heard 


OF Annis Viterbienfishis. bold and wicked attempt, by 
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counterfeit Hiftorians of greatelt antiquity, to confound 
alitrue Chronology, to the great prejudice of all Hi- 
Rory, and the truth of the holy Scriptures themfelves. 
And-had not this impoftor lighted upon a ume, which 
did not long precede the reftoration of good learning, 
and that happy age, which afforded fo many able men 
in all kind of literature; it is very poflible, chat thofe 
abominable forgeries and fopperies, had pafled every 
where for Oracles, and undoubted truth, For cochis 
day, or very lately, notwithftanding fo many learned 
Cenfures, of Papitts, and Proteftants, of all profeffi- 
ons, that are extant againit him, and have laid the 
impofture as clear and vifible, as the light of the Sun 
when he is in his ftrength; there be yet, or were v 
lately, men of no {mall fame and credit in the "id 
who could not digeft, or be perfwaded, that f aan 
fine Titles, fhould be caft out, as meer baub! S : os 
geries. Who knows, had the times conti 
impoftor {ped, as he did for 
ile; but another migh ; 
fome fuppofitious bol vd 
wane credit of the Alcoranm, above 
oder te ope fame time, or not long after, a 
ourt-Spaniard, had the boldnef 
to the world the inventions of hi a Oe 
she: of the brain,. for 
(known unto us ) that. ever ed of all Emperors, 
for the teftimony the Seri were; Selomon only, 
cepted, And though ne doth give him, €x- 
incomparable Prince but'indeed of that 
falle Copies, that little of 
ftood ) were publithed not Jo fer 
forged and adulterous ftuff 
Suages of Europe, Printed yaa 
Commen:s in Folio. in 2, re-printed, with large 
Folio, pafs currently, ,with 
sreat 
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reat applaufe, for along ti Rad? 
done more in and had never 
imy Me-time, than thar I. was 
tundertook that Sreat task. co reftore tha 
Prince to himfelf; ‘by making bien intelli ible 
nog repent that I was bred 
lived where he ‘#Scholar, or that | 
IT isno: Or when, good learning was in requeft. 

snot yet full forty years, when ina Book-fellers 
Shop, in St. ‘Pami’s Church. yard, I lighted upon a Book 
intituled, tatum Fragmenta: Print- 
_ edfome where mn Italy, A fait large book it is, of the 
fargelt fize of books, fill of Infcriptions, many cue in 
Brats, and many others, Fconfefs that the frit fight of 
the book did fo ravith me, that J fearce knew where I 
was, orwhat/did. Yet, that day, with good compa- 
ny, / ina Barge or clofe Boat, 
which we had hired of purpofe. /¢ was not poffible for 
- meto fettle to any reading, ( except here and there, as 
J went along, by {natches ) until J was got into the Boat: 
and then excufing my felf to the company, and alledging 

for my excufe, got fucha creafure, as if ha 
¢ a hundred miles for it, Z fhould not think it dear 
ght, or fought; orto thar effect, 7 fell to reading. 
But my pride and boafting, was foon over. J had not 
fead a quatter of an hour, J dare fay, but 7 began to 
fafpe&, fomewhar. But in lefs than an hour, or there- 
abouts, my judgment was fo altered: or rather my joy, 
and my hopes fo confuted, and confounded , that what 
booka litcle before Fdid not think dear at forty fhillings, 
( chat was the price fet, as J remember ) J now valued, 
as fomuch wafte paper, and no more. The truthis, 
when the heat or violence of my expectation ( em 
almoft tranfport me ) was once over , / began to wonder 


| ‘ndionation, that 7 had had the pa- 
fo was then verily fatisfied, 


tiénce to read fo much. dhe: whole bool, fom 


that there was {carce 4 
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which either by the Latin, or b the matter of it, a man 
not altogether a ftranger to fuch things, might not have 
difcovered the fraud, Yeta fraud otherwile contrived 
with great art & fpecioufnels,to take them that are apt to 
be taken by the outward appearance, Having thena 
book at Prefs, which was almoft ended, before J knew 
what any man elfe did; J could not but let the world 
know, what Zthought of it, Since whichtime J have 
feen divers pieces, fome forit, of menJ believe, whe 
themfelves were engaged inthe fraud; but more againft 
it. by which I was glad to underftand, that the fraud 
was, not only detected, but alfo, as it well deferved 
detefted inall parts of Italy, Rome efpecially. Amon ; 

them that have contributed that way, Leo Allattus - 
one, who though be may be thought over fedulous ina 
thing fo notorioufly difcernable ; yet his book well de- 
ferveth the reading, becaufe it will furnith them, who 
are not much verfed in fuch things, with man ’ argue 

ments, ( whereof fome may be ufeful in iiveredaia 
as there proved by fomeinftances, that have no refi oan 
to learning ) how fuch frauds may he Sc 4 Yee 
» and for ought J know, fince fome of thef ; 
{ures, or confutations were iblifhed 
. wastold by the 
Primate of Ireland. 
of pur pofe thar they might blefs thei "with the fei 
of shake: eir eyes with the fighe 
nts, or Kelicks. So prone 


have had of che worth and truth when once. they 


athe He Wi of it, when once th 

it, What wonder then, if 
— intO Mahometi/m, in a great part of 
; when fo much force was ufed to bring in the 


one, 


| 
| 


Of Greduility and lncredulity; 
dition of ne ttle learning found (fach was the fad con 
times and places ) to uphold the’ 


fault of the Printers, I know not. Ha 
sies been received generally, as a “elle 
that they contradic the Scriptures, in fome places yE 
think half the world would have been Conjurers and 
Enthufiefts by chistime. for that is it, which they chief- 
ly advance. Here again I may fay: God preferve the 
Univerficies : without other learning, great and vari- 
ous learning, betides watural experiments, all things 
muft neceflarily come toconfufion, inafhorttime. 
IN thofe kind of things which pretend-to antiquity, — 
as] would not have a man peremprorily to rejecany 
thing, upon light fufpitions ; for fo, he may bereave 
himfelf of many rarethings; and moft true it is, that , 
things almoft incredible, (the difcovery of the new world, 
Ireferve for another place ) are difcovered fomeumes: 
Soon the other fide, not very fuddenly to believe, nor 
toaicribe much to his own judgment, ( which all men 
areapt co overvalue naturally ) till he have made trial 
ofitmanytimes; and till he perfectly underftand ( fo 
far as may be, by labour and diligent inquiry ) both-the 
natureofthe thing, .and all ciecumftances of the itory, 
which heis to judge of. There 1s nothing 


| But now Lhave commended Le; Allatins to: the Reader, 
Amuft give him a caution, how he doth give credit unto 
thofe words of his, Page 152, CE £yptiorums guogue ca- 
davera bituminis beneficio poft vigints aut annorum 
perpetuitatem adepta quodammode fuilfe, viderunt 
alti, & nes ipfi, &c. by which he doth feem to make the 

world elder by many thoufandsof years, chan it is; or 
ever, Ichink, any man, thofe thatmake it . eterna! eX- 
| cepted ; made it before : which, I am very confident, 
was not his meaning though. how to re@ife jr ac. 


— 
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almoft, but doth require fome experience : and there is 
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nothing fo hard, almoft, wherein long experince, 
sichetbere isanatural pregnancy, may not breed per- 
fection, Ihave heard of fome men, ( but heard it on- 
ly) who by the bare handling and {melling, would 
judge better of old Coins, ( which is a great trade be- 
yond the Seas, and concerning which many books are 
written ) than others, not altogether ftrangers unto 
them, could by the fight: The more precious ine | 
thing is, the more fubje& it 15 to impofiure ; thoug 

to me, there is nothing fo mean, but the truth of ir, ts 
precious. The worlt is, ( which fhould teach men 
humility ) let a man be never fo careful and wary, or fo 
judicious and well experieficed ; yet either through the 
obfcurity of nature, in fome things, or the cunning 
of men, whofe ftudy is to cheat, and to impofe; 
he may be to feek fometimes, even in thofe things, 
wherein he thinks himfelf moft perfe@, and, either 
caught, by fome cheat, or at a ftand, and nonplaft: 
Ireadina good Author, ofa ftone fold to Pewifd Jew- 
éllers, who make a.trade to deceive others, in fuch 
things, for a good Diamond, for the price of 9000. 
Crowns, which proved but a Cryftal, of little worth : 
and of another, fold for a Ruby, for 300. Crowns, 


which proved{ let no man wonder; for the fame Author * 


dothteach, there be red Diamonds, as well as white: 
Abr. Ecchel.in Hadarrhamaum, de proprietat, &c. Parif. 
1647. ) a good Diamond, and was fold for 7000. 
Crowns. One of the beft ( fome will fay, the beft ) 
Anatomilt lateages have produced, began to diffe&a 
Spanifs Lady,of great rank,for dead, when fhe was alive: 
but fhe died, andhe too, for fhame and@grief. Anda 
skilful Chirurgeon being to open a vain in the arm 
(that invincible:arm ) of Henry the Fourth, -Kin 

Of France; cut a Nerve, or Artery, which had 
almoft coft him his life. No man therefore fo 


skilful 


| 
| 


not concurfometimes, of purpofe to il- 
men in their moft fedulous in. 


WHE N Jread the relation of thofe bonesfound in 
inFrance, in.a ‘Grave made of Brick, 30, 
8. deep. 18. foot in the ground, 

fome Inferiptions, andeold Coins about it. the 
Bones, or Sceleten, thar was found in the Grave, being 
2§. footand halfinilength, J donot know whatto think 
Otit, Ricdanns indeed, who profeffed both Phyfick and 
eryin Pars, at thattime, wrote fomewhar, to 
the world, that ic:was a cheat. But know 
Keelanm out of a humour, or fomewhat elfe, would 
imes oppoic, where there was no great ground : 
thefame, I fuppote, who would perfwade the world, 
that chere is no fuch thing in the world, as Hermaphro- 


quiries, 


shofeBones, firftfetout, doth import, that the Sepul- 
cher once opened, -moft part of the Sceleton, having 
been in the Air fromeight in the morning, to fix inthe 
night, fellinro duft ; fome of the thicker bones, and 
* fome that were well nigh petrified, by reafon of alittle 
ing, that did runsover and wath them, excepted. 
Thofe chat were left, were, by the Kings order, brought 


toParis, and by him bought, kept 
faritics, ast bones of a Gyant. is Riela- 
ireskins, and famous 


suedothnot deny. Lesr | d f 
rate examination of all circum- 


upon accu 
pafs his verdict, that 


hreobe true bones of fome prea “i to think them 


time: but afterwards, did rather ine 
the'bones of an Elephant. after fome pie ie 


dites, of which morein our Firlt Part. The relationof 


Of end lity; 

and vary, but may.ercefometimes:: and in mat. 

! impeltures, which ate generally the contrivance 
ofmens it may be a queftion, whether {0 a 
fides man, doth 

lade, and to 
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laft, to make them 
he, it is the property of fome grounds, to produce fome 
bony ftones, or ftony bones, which have all the proper- 
ties oftrue bones, Or, that they might be made by art, 
which may be done, he faith, and in ume thus metas 
morphofed by the water, He hath more conjectures, 
but in this particular cafe, hog as to the nature ofthe 
Fofilia, ingeneral, and the marvellous works of na- 
ture, inthis kind, I believemuch ) but inthis particu- 
lar cafe, inmy judgment, fo improbable, that it doth, 
to me, clearly appear, that he had more will to oppafe 
others, than ability, to give better farisfaction himfelf, 
His exceptions, from the dimenfions, or properties of 
the bones, as firft related; I fhall not take upon me to 
examine, orto control, itisnot my trade, Only Ican 
fay, there might be fome miftake in the relation; or 
fomewhat befides the ordinary courfe of nature, which 
doth happen, we know, fometimes. I my felf, when 


Iwas young, did fee a grave in Spittle-fields, two or 
three days after it was opened, The skull was'broken 
inpieces, by him that digged the ground, and the pieces 
{cattered, and fome carried away. But by fome pieces 
that were found, and puttogether, the whole skull, by 
the Kings appointment, (asI was told) being drawn 
out according toart, did equal a buthel, in the compafs 
ofit. SolIwastold, and Ithink, by one of the Court, 
and a Scholar : but lamnotcertain. 1 my felf was thea 
fick ofa difeafe, which, I think, caufed more wonder, 
than the Gyants bones, It was but a pin, but a very 
coftly pin, itproved, in the compafs of feven years: for 
fo long it was, not before it came out of my body ; bur, 
before my body was well of it ; fo that I was feldomout 
of the Chirurgeons hands, Bur Phyficians, Ithank God, 
colt me little: Sir Theod, AMayerne, and Dr. Repbael 
Thoris, 
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- 

= 
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¢ had in London, where moft of my ficknefs was: 
" oe very good friends, as they had bees my 
ut return: I had fome of the Coins'that 
Spetile-field’s Grave, But, that other 
Grave, my bufinefs : That that Grave, fhould be the 
Grave Tentobochus, chat Gyant, or Gyant-like man: 
mentioned by divers Ancients, ( who according to 
vétkime his cafting, mutt have been fome 10, Or 12, foot 


high ) according to an old infcription, pretended tob , 
found in the fa Srave . befides other alos that Hate gi 
been given, Tlefs believe it, for that very infcription - 4 
which 1am fare, cannot be of tlrat antiquity : exceptwe 
Should fay, that fuch a grave being digged up, many 
hundred yearsago ; which by a conftant tradition, or 


by fome much worn infcription, did appear to be Tex- 
tobechus his grave ; to increafe the miracle of his height 
and dignefs, it was of purpofe fo re-built, and the in- 

iption alfo, according the wit and gemins of that age, “ 
fo renewed. This is poflible, a man may fay: and 
fomewhat of that nature, I am fure hath been doncin 
more than one age. ‘ Witnefs the old Statues, which 
with changing of their heads, became the Statues of di- 
versthen; or perchance, of Gods and Men, fucceffive- 
ly; and many other things done in that kind: which! 
will not Mop to call to'mind, becaufe there is no need, 
except Lhad‘more confidence, that it is fo, indeed, I 
fhallconclude nothing, but as I begun: when I have 
well éonfidered of all particulars in the relation of thele 
bonés «what I account, certain in it, what doubrful, 
arid® perchance fabulous; and read what others have 


i fir: and notof this only, but of 
bones, well attefted: 


fuch relations of graves and 
lanier ftand, and fafpend my belief. But therefore 
‘to conclude, that all fach relations are falfe, 
cannot ablolucely refolve, or anfwer all dou 
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yeves: Vholdthat a very pr epofterous way, and very 
: Philofopher, or one that 
feeks after truth: (ume may reveal many wey 
which are now hid; and diligent fearching may fin 
fome ) but wellagreeing with che du!! and fortifh Epie 
curean humour, whic 
ry, andwithal, fearing that we may be forced st 
times, to go to a higher caufe, than the fanctuary © 
Atomes, hathfound a compendious way, to reject all as 
fabulous, any evidence of truth to the contrary, not- 
withftanding, which it cannot give a reaton of, We 
have own words, out of Lucian, a great triend, if 
not profeffor of the Sect, in our Preface to Dr, Dee's. 
Plato therefore faid well: Maz TET 
that, and to admire, was a quality, 
, that Well became a Philofopher + and was indeed, rhe be- 
ginning and founaation of all Philofophy, And{o Arifforle 
too ; more than once, very rightly. fForto wonder and 
admire, doth caule inquiry and diligence: it alfo fhar- | 
pens.the wit and brain, But to believe nothing true, 
that ts frang? and aam:ratle; doth well become fuchin- 
dels, who make their eafe and their pleafure, their | 
God. Itany except, that rather to Wonder littley ( Nil 
aamirart, the Poet faith ) may hecome a Philofopher 


better, ash kK ve 
Work 1S, to dive into the caufes of 
6%) Winch ciute wonder to the ignorant, that may r 


unworthy the profeftion of a 


n 
be truetoo, rightly underftood: fince that, not to Won- 


or but little, the fruit, cf having won- 
red much and that too from Arifforle, ( thac true ma- 
fer of reaton, indeed , ad title lately ufurped by fome, 
who have asdittle right to it, as any men of the world, 
ty pa Bur what if the 
erties of men, morethanthe cb/curéty of nature, 
le other caufe, be the caufe of our admiration ? 
at alfo mult, upon fuch occafions, among other 
X things, | 


h ro prevent the trouble of imqui- it 


a 


= 


be Of Gredubity and Incredulity, 
re 
before membred ; and thofe Etrufcea Antiquitates 
poken of, may ferve f reenter 
what pains @ Pregnant 
| ome men, though the example, 
will take to contrive a cheat. and nothing by it, 
by true, co raife jt ‘by falfe hey 
ripe to work whileft they liy 
bafe and unworthy, as to folace he 
live, with the me whileft they 
their means ? So indeed. ic mich: ed pofterity, by 
‘five hundred years before thar 
Dazlpbine, fome fuch conceited man ( ifma 
led, and not Devil rather ) having lighted ec. 
Whales, or other fifhes bones, which the oe na 
orhave been, very frequent in that Colin ihe 
Out of them contrive fomewhat, towards ihe ref 
blance of a Sceleton of a mighty Gyant, bury them 
formal Coffin, or Grave, which might didare ae 
ages, caft in Coins, and other convenient ware we 
doubting but revolution of times, and accidents fooner 
or later, would bring them to light. What remedy, 
infuchacafe, but patience, and good circumfpection 
before we yield full affent, or be too confident, where 
Ching may be fufpected, though not eafily difco- 
Bix? | REME MBER Lhave read ofa monument found 
in China, the rareft thing, if crue, that ever came out of 


the earth, in that kind, Abrabamus Kirkerws, in his 


Prodromus, givesalargeaccount of it. I know what 


account fome make ofit, that it is a counterfeit thing, 


_ forged by the Jefuits of thofe parts, It is eafily faid. 
But upon due confideration of circumi{tances, (fo faras 


hath yec appeared unto me ) not fo eafic tobe believed. 


For what was their end in it ? To promote the Chriftian 


Religion, in'China: or toabufe us here in Ewrepe, wit 
a 


d 
{ 
Ne 


y wasthere found, digged out of the earth before many 
r witneffes, and afterwards fo difpofed of, as the ftory 
n doth tell us. How could the Jefuits prepare and convey 3 
. fuch a ftone thither. in a Country fo full of people, fo q 
c near one of the chief Cities? And if once difcovered in : 
” their jugling, was it not more likely, to do them more 
. hurt and their caufe; than they could expect advantage, 
; in cafe it had paffed for a true ftory ? Befides, what Ksr- 
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iti hat fo 
, eport? Truly, it is very hard to believe, t | 
fhould be taken, to fo little purpofe, 
there was fo little likelihood, that the impolture cou 
y folong hold undifcovered. It isa very long 
if and the {tone that contained it, muft be very large; an ‘ i] 
t many hands, if not horfes, ufed to convey it too and fro. Wy 
0 But if, which is more probable, to promote Religion in a 
China; then certainly fuch an infcription, fuch a ftone 


kerws writeth of it, I fuppofe is written and attelted by 
more than one; thoughIcan name but one, A/varwms 
| Semedo, the Portuzal, (whol think was no Jefuit) in 
whom I remember to have read it. 1 profefs by what I 
have read of it, I cannot find ground of reafon, to make 
me believe it an impofture : neither hath it been my luck 
hitherto, to meet with any body ( that I can remember ) 
that hath gone about, upon grounds of reafon, to re- 
fute what is written of ir, but only inthe way of Sene- 
¢a'S Saptentiffimi, by which any thing may be falfe or 
counterfeit, which'we do not like, or underftand. fa- 
bula eft, mendacium eft. In Emanncl Dias his Epiftle, 
which Kirkerusdoth exhibit, I find Tri anlfins mention- 
ed, as being. then in the Country, when, and where 
that hapned, who in his relations of China, firft fet our, 
could fay nothing of it, becaufe they end many \years 


before, and the book Printed, Augufte Vindelicorum, : 3 
1615, But it feems, he made a fecond Voyage, and 
happily a Relation of that roo, which Ihave not feer. ia 


X2 They: 


— 


ape laid afide, upon that account. | 


on be bur thi more, may give a better a 
But this doth ferve our Ccount 


fuch obfervations pur pole, to ground 
have not any of his boess we mentioned Kirkerys 
thall fay lefs: but Prefent, and therefore 
I thould not advife any man 
all for good and merchantable ware ‘whi 
fer, I thall not infift in any particula 
rs, but only this in 
and a very a great 
qualities, and Jam fure, he hath deceis 
deceived more than once, been 
I HAVE done with particular i 
caufethe ftock of my which I 
felf, isfpent; but becaufe the time, which have 
canallow my felf for this imployment is out thal 
now have other things to think of, if my healch will give 
me leave to think of any thing elfe, but death But be 
fore I end what I am now about, I think it requifite that 
J add one word or two, concerning Hsfory, in seneral 
Some taking the advantage of fome notable difcordance, 


yea manifelt contradictions among Hiftorians, of belt 


credit; have made that afe of it themfelves, and com- 
mended it unto others, to difcredit all Hiftory ; anci- 
entefpecially, even where they agree. And truly, if 
upon that account, we do not think our felves bound in 
reafon, to believe them in things more ordinary ; it is 
not likely we fhall, in things that may be thought very 
ftrange, and ( but for theirauthority ) incredible. This, 
to them that are not acquainted with the world, may 
feem fomewliat : to them that are, nothing atall, For 
fo areallthings in the world, liable to fome defects, and 


irregularities which notwathftanding, few, or none 
hat it is fo, we 
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beforry: but Hiftory muft not bear the 
fince it is the general cafe of all chings, or molt, — 

dealin, Imuft confefs, it hath troubled me not a littic, 
when I have met with fuch contradictions, in belt Hifto- 
‘ans, For example: What Herodotus, and after him, 
Diodor. Siculus, and divers other -Hiftorians write of 
Cyrus, that great Monarch, ( ftiled Geds fervant, in the 
Scripture; of whofe falvation, throug. faich in the pro- 
mifed Meffiah, Afelantton made no queflion ) his 
leat death by the hands of a woman, far from his own 
Country, or Dominions, who hath not heard? Yet Xs 
nophon, a Stave, and famous both Philofopher and Hi- 
ftorian, who lived not long after, and ferved another 
Cyrus in his unfortunate or Expedition againtt 
his brother, Artaxerxes, (the Hiltory whereot, he 
hath written ) doth givea quite different account of his 


¢ death: to wit, that he died in his bed, in his own King- 
dom, ( which comprehended many Kingdoms ) in much 
peace, with many other particulars, tending to the fame 


purpofe. Wherein neverthelefs we have more reafon 
to wonder at the thing it felf, fubje& to fo much obfcu- 
rity, than atthe different account of Hiftorians, For it 
doth appear by Herodotus, and we are beholding to him, 
for giving us fo much light, chat even in his time, there 
were feveral reports, concerning this great Cyrus his 
death; fothat, what he doth deliver of it, he delivers 
as the moft probable ¢ in his judgment ) tradition, not 
ascertain, and indubitable, I could inftance in divers 
fuch particulars, But what is this to the body of the 
Hiftory of the World, for fome two thoufand years, 
( befides the Scripture Hiftory ) to be gathered out of 
the generality of Hiltorians, of all Ages and.Nations + 
which teading, ( where men are not too far engaged inte 
fenfuality and profanenefs ) by the knowledge and con- 


fideration of the many revolutions of the world, the fad 
| X 3 chances 
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nd 
ity, 
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; ~ Of Credulity and Incredality | 

Fe iubject unto, 
commonly, ( as in Sélomon, and A urelins 


another Salomon, for this kind. of wifd 
Omjar 
orld and all worldly things, without a reference to God rut 
tality: they that make this good: ufe of it, 
ugh chey die youns, yet may be faid tohaye lived (a 
- ngerthan any Epicurean Sectary, though he thould ite 
ive two hundred years, whoican @veno other account 
of his life, buethat, he hath eaten and Grunk, and en. dé 
joyed bodiiy pleafure, with perfed ¢ we will fuppofe it th 


) contentednefs, fo Jong: which things have nothing 
at all of a rational foul. inthem, but of a beaft, ( ofa 1 
dot, Ot a {wine} much more, than of a man, They rf 


therefore that defpife Hiftory upon chat account, might v 
as well deprive themfelves of the light of the Sun, Be. te 
caule it is fubje& to fome Eclip/es. | 
BUT we mutt add, that many of thefe contradittions, 
which we charge upon Hiltorians, proceed -not from the 
Hiltorians, but our ignorance: our ignorance, I fay, 
eicher of the tongue, not perfe@ly known, ( wherein 
many aredeceived, as they that chink themfelves very 
00d Grecsans, becaufe they have read, and canunder- 
and two or three Greek Authors ) or of the times, or 
of the thing it felf, which isfpoken of; which may have 
reference to fome of the Sciences, or fome fecret of Na- 
ture; of for want perchance of that light, which a dili- 
gent comparing, and confulting with good books ofan. 
cient, or later times, would afford. That it is fo ; fo 
many, once thought apparent contradictions, both in the . 
Scriptures, and other good Authors, befides Hiltorians ; 
now by the labour of learned men, happily cleared and 
reconciled, aré fufficient evidences, I chink there isnot 


| k, of any age, or profeflion, extant; but ancient, 
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but ma ive {ome light to a judicious Rea- 
the offome obfcurity, in 

rer of fad, or fcience, or work of nature, Two 
we ingdom, are little enough for fuch 
Univer fities, 1n One King 
awork, if aman go the right way to work. But many 
run, where one only carrieth the prize, And if buc one 
ina hundred, or two hundred that run, happen to{peed, 
| (as God be thanked, the Univerfities have always been 
| ftored with able men, in this kind, who have been a 
sreat ornament to the whole Nation ) the coftis nor ill 
beftowed upon one or two hundred, that do not, ( fo 
that it be not for want of labour, and induftry ) for char 
ones fake, te Ba'xyate Er. p. 
1668, Quam pauci, qui capinnt matnitudinem litera 
rum; was a{peech very frequent in the mouth of one, 
whom I knew very well, and I might have been the bet- 
ter for it, but for frequent fickneffes, and the lofs of 
twenty years, during thefe late troubles and confufi- 
ons, 

BUT befides, many contradifions proceed alfo from 
ahumour, in fome men, ora malignity rather, to con- 
tradi@ others. So Crefias, of old, was known to fet 
himfelfto contradict Herodotus, To make him fabulous, 
and himfelf a confiderable man, he pretended, becaufe 
he had lived in Affyria, and ferved one of thofe great. 
Kings , to facred records, But it fell out much other- 
wife, than he expected, for Herodotus, in mott things, 
wherein he diffents from him, is followed, and he, ge- 
nerally, accounted a fabulous foolith Hiftorian, From 
what humour it proceeded, I know not. But I knew a 
Gentleman of great worth, who would very ftifly ar- 
Sue, that Coxftantme the Great, never was a Chriftian. 
Ido not remember, Lever heard himalledge any thing 
for it, which I thought of any force. But this he might, 
as wellas Pomponins Laetus, a late Italian compiler of 

: X 4 Hiftory, 


. 
* ad 


rda learned Phyfician, of our times 
Part ) deny, that there are Witches, One Sreat argu. 
ment is, becaufe he did no: believe, thar any woman 
could be fo cruel, or wicked § fochat he doth not ftick 
abfolurely to profefs, that fhould he fee with his own 
Cyes, any woman commit any of thofe horrible things, 

Care laid co their charge; he would nor believe his 
eyes, chat it is fo, truly, and really. bu believe ita 
delufidn, — Yer chi; the man, that doth tell as horrible 
ftories. of Men-Sorcercrs and C onjurers, Wi thout any 
feruple of believing, as any I have read in any books of 


OF all women I have read of, ancient or late, J 
Anow not of any that ftands upon the records of Hiftory, 
for cruelcy, and all manner of Wickednefs, more 
mous, ( vr indeed comparable ) than two women, that 
lived at one time in Frasce, better thana thoufand years 
Fredegonde, and Brunichi{d Queens both, but 
the one a Kings daughter alfo; the other, afcended to 
that height, by her bafenefs, firlt ; and then, cruelty, 
Medea, of old, was nothing to either of thefe, as fet 
out by fome of thofe times. If I were to judge, I 
Ahould be much put to it, which was the worfe of the . 


Forhe thatreads the of cicher by themfel res 


Of Credilisy ang lncredulity’ 
Hiftory, ( fofpecdeg by fome, to have had mor. affed. 
On for old than he had for'¢ Arifhianity 

Made bold CO Wwrice, thar Comp antins. One of Conf an- 

bime’s Sons, died 2 Heathen. 

THERS though they have no humour to 
yer they wil] hardly believe @ny thing, thy 
doth Comradi® or Hot well fuce wirh their humour, 
and Proper temper. SO thar a man had need. if poflible 

4 tO know fomewhar of the femper of Ailtorian, be. 
fore he know what to think of MS relations. 
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will find fo much, that he cannot but think, chat ei- 
‘her of them went to the height, of what can be thought 
ffible. But however, though for their lives, never fo 
well matched; yet in their deaths, great inequality 
may be obferved: Providentia, apud imperitos, laboran- 
te: faith one, that writes of them: chat is, To the no 
{mall prejudice, or reproach of Gods providence but, 
apud imperitos, well added: that 1s, with men that mxft 
know all the fecrets of God, andthe reafons of all hes di[pen- 
fations, or elfe they will not believe, that there 1s aGod, 
ifmen ( {uch blind wretches, even the wifeft chat are 
in comparifon, acknowledged by divine Arijfotle but 
not by the wirs and Wife men of our time) could under- 
ftand the reafons of allhe doth, It is enough, that he 
hath been pleafed to arm us againft this kind of tempta- 
tion, by his Revealed Word. fo thatto judge of men 
by what hapneth unto them in this world is little bet- 
ter, than abfolute apoftacy, from the right faith, But 
as the {tory goes; Fredegonde, of whofe wickednefs we 
have more pregnant teitimonies, than of the others; 
diedin peace, and was happy in her Son, who.made all 
France lappy, as even any King did. Brunichild died” 
much after themanner of Ravailuck’s death being tied 
tail of a wild Horfe, who her 
“ee ay puc her out of her pains, though che 
of her body was fcattered afterwards, as bad as 
her brain, by the faid wifd Horfe, : piece after piece 
in a great compals of ground according his | 
Wildnefs dire@ed his courfe, over hedges and 
ditches ; over hills and dales 2 This in ablick ; * 
much, I think, for a Qveen, and the pies of : 
King ; though fome think, too little, for her ck 
ednefs. But this is not all. For before that on 
was tortured three davs in prj 
cea three days in prifon, with exquifite 
torments, the worft that could be invented, to 


pr eferve 


Of Gre dulity and Incredul; 
preferve her to Publick {Wdpment, 


| | And which js 
ofall, this was the judgment upon her of a King, “ha 


par CS but, for none more, than for 
vate her and clemency, which mult needs afera- 


guilt very much, Yet for all 
judgment of fo many writers fince, 
ona her; fome have been found, long ago, who 
of meer compafijon, or fome kind of incredy- 
began to queftion; whether-al! that had been writ- 
ten of her was true; and fince that) that famons French 
Antiquary, Pafchier, in his learned Recherches, hath 
taken great pains to make her a perfect Innocent, if not 
Mariyr, ts fo long upon it, that it requires a 
good time, toreadhim , much more, fhould any man 
attempt it, toconfutehim, Iwill leaveit freeto them — 
that read him, to judge as they pleafe. But I have fome 
reafons, toincline me rather, to Baronius his cenfure of 
one, thathad begun to jultifie her, before Pa/chier ; 
that he did but Jaterem lavare that is, wa/> a Black- 
moor, to make himwhite. Beltdes Baronius his zuthori- 
; Vigwier, not inferior, Idare fay, to any in know- 
ledge of Antiquity, and avery judicious man, makes 
her guilty. Strange indeed, thar any woman fhould be 
fo wicked, and cruel. or. live fo long, to act fo much 
wickednefs. But again, her death, and judgment, ( her 
on, a Daeen, and the daughter of a confider- 
ed) is fo full of horror, that fome have attempted [0 
make a fable of that too, as well as of her wickednefs, 
asaltogether incredible. But 1 do not find that any aa 
takes any notice of their attempt, againit fuch pu + 
evidences, whileft they have nothing to fay for 
becaufe they think it sncredible, Her wickednels, Sa 
another thing. One particular of her indictment 15, 
the liad been the death of ten Kings. So is the ind! 
ment : but it muft be underftood, of fome actaa: ro 
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rtly, and partly, of other Princes of the Royal bloud, 
been Kings. Of ten, fuch, hard to 
believe, even of a man: much more, of a woman: 
whom fome ftill look upon, aS the weaker Sex, and up- 
on that {core will think it an wacharitable credulity, 
to harbour fuch cruel thoughts of them. But in very 
truth; Ifa vertuous woman, that is chaft, religious, 
difcreet ; efpecially, fof a gracious and beautiful afpeet, 
(for that alfo, is the gift of God, and doth add much } 
may be comparedto an Amge/: to whom can one, that _ 
hath none of thofe good qualities, and is fet upon wick- 
- ednefs, more ficly be compared, thanto a Devil? And 
inthat cafe, the more Beautiful, the arranter Devil. 
Corruptio optimi, pcffima; Philofophers and Phyficians 
fay: and our late learned King James, of Glorious memo- 
ry, (whom I had the happinefs, more than once, when 
very young, cowaitupon, andcan truly fay, thatT ne- 
ver parted from him, but in great admiration of his 
learning and piety ) by the authority of his judgment, 
which was excellent; and by fundry pregnang initances, 
hath taught us, that for that very reafon, women, be- 
caufe the weaker Sex, therefore the apter theyare, may 
fur ally, to be crwe/ and revengeful, 
THUS, truth may be toffed up, and down, fome- 
times ; though all this; chat hath been mentioned, is no- 
thing to thé mafter-piece of our age: Epicwrus, bis Saint. 
foip, and filial fear, or worfhip. But tofled up and down 
(1 fay ) Sometimes, I deny it not. But chey thacwilltake 
the pains, prepared firt with bumility, ( which to Saint 
Axguftine, is allinall, inthis great bufinefs ) to dig for 
it, may find enough of it, to comfort them, that they 
foall not loath to live. eft tanti, mift verum, Was 
_ the fpeech of a Heathen, upon what occafion, I thallnor 
inquire: buta fpeech, in the moft obvious fenfe, well 
Worthy the mouth ofa Chriftian: what live we for, but 


0 


thers, well co 


— 


apically is fomewhat more 
Creature, of this, otherwile. opofed write 
ae we have perfeé h 
mighe ay, Whatneed of Heaven? ere upon earth, we 

end in Sim>/ici 

become a Chriftian: Litany 
will not dothat Infidel, (for he lived f 
Chrift ) fo much honour. There is 
Prayer. which all true »Chriftians The 
morethanonce, inaday. For it comprehends al tine 
wecan, Or fhould, at ieaft, swith, 1 fhall willing! 
ation, OF recommendation of re 
feiidoue which, in the \ate confuftons, was in no 
. er, ( the publick ufe of it ) to be banithed out 
, had northe happy Reftoration of our Gra- 
Charles, the Second, ( whom God blefs, 
jerve ) and by Him of the Church. happily pre- 


vented ir. 
FINTS. 


119, line 30. fhould not, the wonders of 
thunder and Higheaune; qs fet out by Seneca, an 
ke any great wonder of 


idered, ma 


Page 220, thefe words, Then bis pre 
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ompAan did vom one another. Add, 
ftanding that fpecious allegatie 
on, That true pleafure coula not, or cannct be pur chafed, 
without a vertuons life; did ftill keep to his firft, and 
fundamental affertion, thatthe bappine/s of man confifed 
in bodily plealure , and that as they did explain themfelves, 
there’s no fuch contradi@tion between thefe two propo- 
fitions, as many do phanfie; any man, that fhall but 
read them: or read Cicero, Or Seneca, tO name no 
others, will eafily underftand, Befides, their great and 
chiefeft argument ufed by them co prove, that itis fos 
that plea(wre is the end, becanfe even children, affoon as 
they are born, and all other creatures, without any 
teaching, feek after pleafure, (not mental certainly, 
but bodily ) will eafily evince. Add to this, their deh- 
nition of pleafure, whereinthey placed bappine/s, iweadie 
conftant well (etled conftitution of the 
Or bedy ; what can be more plain. Bur becaufe they 
Maintained, or pretended at leaft, that fwch a conftant 
well ferled conftitution of the flefo, or body, without tempe- 
ranceand fobriety, ( who knows not, that from intem- 
petance, riotoufnefs, gc, all, or moft bodily difeafes 
do generally proceed ) could not be attained, or main- 
tained; nay, they would fay, not without inmocency, and 
a good confcience, fofar, ( fothey did explain themfelves) 
as May preferve a man from fear of the laws, and. pub- 
lick animadverfions, and infamy, likewife: which 
things, in ordinary language, are commonly ad{cribed 
Unto vertue , therefore they alfo, to fpeak as others 
did; fometimes commended vertue, and a good con{ci- 
ence ; with many {pecious words, it cannot be denied, 
and plaufible reafons, but ftill upon that account, and 
no otherwife, For they ftill pluinly maintained, ‘that 
there was no difference between what was called vertue, 
and wice, but in conceit ; and that a wife man re- 

rain’ 
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frain no manner of pleafure, 

the evil confequence to di 
Odily health: norno man- 

SES or wickedne(s, which his phantie did |e, 
unto, but for fear of the laws 
ever be fecure, that it thould not be known This 
acknowledged by Ding. Leertias, and by Gaffendus allo, 
By thefe fine devices and pretences, many wer ht : 
fothat, they chat hada mind to it, or 
they that hada mind to it, or natural inclinati- 

“on, might live foberly, ( and fome did, certainly ) and 
snnocently, and yet profefs themfelves of their Sed. Bur 
others, ( the far greater number, God knows ) gladly 
entertaining what they were taught, and was inculczred 
mnco them asa main principle, that, might but a man 
fecure himfelf, thathe fhould not be known, or thake 
off all fear of the laws, there was no difference between 
vertue and vice, in nature, but in opinion only, if they 
didrob, and kill, proflituce chemfelves to man or beatt, 
to fatishic their and the like, ( promifing them- 
felves fecrecy, aS many are apt ro do ) what reafon had 
they, by this doctrine, to think che worfe of themfelyes 


for it ? | 
There is a Letter of one of Epicurws his Whores, cc. 


Page 224. line. 4. Where I fay; That Gaffindus 


himfelf was an Atheift, really, ec. I defire it may be 
read: That Gaffendws himfelf, though we have too 
much occafion to tear, that he hath made many, was an 
Atheift, Iwill not fay; God forbid; neither of him, 
nor any other particular man, who doth not openly pro- 
felsit, Iwillfay more, Ibelieve not. He hath com- 
mended Piety ingthers, asin that incomparable Patron 
Of learning, noble Peireskius, whofe life he hath 
edly fet our. .Learnedly, 1 am fure; but | 
faithfully, alvrays, or every where ‘ that is, whether he 


do not fometimes impofe his 


thonghts and fentiments, 
| or 
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} ily, miftakes, upon that worthy man ; by what 
th “preded to him whileft helived, by a very learned 
man, in Paris, Jean Trifan, Commentaires Hiftoriques, 
Tome primier, pase 108, &c, we May very well doubt. 
He hath taken good pains, when many much nearer, 
and more concerned, (as.now, God help, in thefe 
times, toomany ) werefilent, to fer ont, and lay open, 
the horrible impieties, and blafphemies, of Robert Fiua, 
aWelch, or Enclifh ( [know not which ) Chymilt : with 
a thew ( ifhe did not a‘terwards fall from it) of much 
zeal, for the Catholick. Faith. Laitly, he hath written 
( though fill fhewing too great defire, and vainly en- 
deavouring, to extenuate groffeft enormities ) againft 
fome of Epicurus his opinions, very well, I faid there- 


fore, Ibelieve, nor. But in difcharge of my duty to 
God, 


Page 229. line7. and then content our felves with 


what every day doth afford, Add, It is in the Greek, 


Hd Which may alfo be cranflated, 
So, to take Care ( VTE for gesrsigerr ) of every days 
ceffaries : Ot, What may be fit and requifite from day to 
day. Which will wellagree with thofe words of our 
daily Prayers, ( which haye troubled many ) Tér dpr 
wy I do rather inclineto this 
| fenfe, becaufe of the words that follow, 26% 
that is, For thefe alfo ( daily neceffaries ) maf? be taken 
care of, provided that the care of better things (or Philofe- 
phy ) go along, ( or, be not intermitted ) and thofe ne 
longer, or further cared for, than may ftand with the vigo- 
rous pur [uit of the former. Gaffendus is much miftaken in 


the fenfe of thefe words,. And fo he is, inthe fenfe of 


y correction, And yet worfe, in thofe, "En gw dx 
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grounded. as j 
Ged, as it 
have the Old tranflation of the book 
recourfe unto. ; 
ERRATA: whethe 
tof the Prefs, or Copy, 
Age 2. l.vead, grounded upon D. 9.5. The 18.¢xamples 


the 22.25,21. nature, 
3-16. tohave c, 40.4. thole $0.22. Abffi- 
$2-13514.Sutel am, inm. 53.20. fomuch adm. 

33- Were comm, $7.7. 58.13. goes on 

temprftatib. 28. Ducrvolus 62.33. in thole d, 68.27, 
att. 30+ 69.18. Merl, 29, So 


he. Bef. 84.1.in the firmament 8 | 

Bei. 84. 7-13.50 G.16.of hair : others, ( trid, 
needs)of th, $9.2 g.how much m. 90.2, miftake, gh 
96,12.nor certain r. 99.6,Lan a pr. 100.3.at leaft 31. 
otherwile : of w. 14. thing elfe ; but 103.21. nowhere 
12 dewiend.116.2. 119.1. Vella 7-0uk aria 120.23.worn 
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Where in th.275.3.cculd not be h.27y.21. Marois 285.19." 

236.16 .of better ¢r.34.Smyndir. 289.9. which, fince 

26 ,27. had fourthoufand rowers, hefides mariners 490.and 
Will.T.2.94.23.and fee w.2.98- 


3f.tht num.2 90.25.Frorowuanti 293.11. 
when 291.31,forgo 300.17.0r Enth.304.18.to the wit a. 


anot be true of af; he prody 
s of what 0.136.33.in ext.142,3¢. doth app. ceafe 144.23. The manner 
145.26.ot Rome fent 146.21.1y,and nh. of more )150./a# /.was com- 
mendabie 159.6.no hard thing to:a.157.30. gene- 
FatiON OMY: 160.10,16 Naudeus 16 1.32. ocular 165.32. Empt- 
be ricks 16 7.15.read it 169.20. woud I 170.26. dealt with 174.17. vine 
trend, 17§.30.Pipinus 176.4.datum 6. 22.01 
25.ma Cum wt.28.ut 178.16. Euc.35. Ueron.17 9.5. played 180,22. 
Leman. 184.5.eget 185.3.thatare fuch : £.186.18,19.00 he, the 
% Mm. 188.7. it may be true 8.truc,as fome Feared men are of opinion, of 
am, 192.2 O.ney heard 206.32.number 215.38. chapter. 217.2. canlay 
2215.23.00 ipeak of Ep. 22.4.15.this,that they m,2.4. The R.therefore w. 
28,29.fatility of I. that w.228.2.dilcommended 22.doth not 
234:22.01 dilcret.235.30-Arion 238.18.Jent 241.34, 
35.1 have ar this t. 250.7.no great account, auth,25. quoua.254.0. 
 Pemcerns 256.11. Brennus 258410.belides 400.260.24.belides w.265. 
a Pr0.266 I.ftotians,tiow extant 268.16.works of th. 271.5. 
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